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‘I THOUGHT I WAS GOING TO DIE’

Safety director Murphy Robinson talks about the time  

a trooper put a gun to his head. Focus on Denver, Page 9 

SENATE PRIMARY PREVIEW

A RACE THAT’S SEEN 21 DEMOCRATS IS NOW DOWN TO 2,  

AND THE RIVALS ARE MAKING THEIR CASE TO VOTERS

BY ERNEST LUNING AND JOEY BUNCH

Colorado Politics

W
ith just weeks to go in a primary 

that began when the ink on the last 

election was barely dry, the two Col-

orado Democrats who have survived 

are facing off in a contest to take on 

Republican U.S. Sen. Cory Gardner 

in an election that could determine which party 

wins control of the Senate.

Former Gov. John Hickenlooper and former 

state House Speaker Andrew Romanoff met for 

their first debate on June 9, three weeks before 

ballots are due in the June 30 primary.

“Well there’s no denying these are hard times, 

from coronavirus to racial injustice, there’s a lot 

of work to do. But Colorado’s always met the chal-

lenge,” Hickenlooper said in the 9News/Colorado 

Politics debate, participating remotely via tele-

conference.

“When I was governor, we faced natural disas-

ters, mass shootings, the Great Recession, and 

by coming together and working together, we al-

ways made things better than they were before.”

While the moderate Hickenlooper presents 

himself as the folksy former barkeep who some-

how found himself with a political career — he 

was a founder of Colorado’s brewpub industry in 

the 1980s before a successful run for Denver may-

or in 2003 — Romanoff is running from the left 

as a pugnacious outsider, unwilling to settle for a 

polite approach to politics.

“This is no time for timidity,” Romanoff said in 

a June 9 virtual debate, punctuating an attack on 

his rival’s health care proposal. “We need bold, 

structural change to address each of the challeng-

es that we discussed tonight.”
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