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PROMISE

BY JOEY BUNCH Colorado Politics

T
here’s no question: Colorado loves the great outdoors. 
Arguments to the contrary — politically, socially or 
economically — are out in the cold.
The real issue is how do you pay to care for the pub-

lic’s property, while working to preserve habitat and clean 
water in a fraught climate? The struggles and costs are myri-
ad and stretch from Denver to Washington, D.C.
In Colorado, the struggle to protect in lieu of profit is a 

challenge of the times, while Coloradans are already being 
tapped to the tune of about $4 billion more in fees to pay 
for transportation and spending another $4.7 billion in 

state and federal stimulus.
In Colorado, parks and most outdoor amenities are paid for 

with fees paid by hunters, anglers and paying visitors, and 
it’s not nearly enough. In 2018, the legislature raised fees on 
licenses and outdoor activities, bringing in 20% more reve-
nue to more than $96 million in 2019.
At the same time, however, the agency’s Public Access Pro-

gram grew from about 465,000 acres in 2018 to more than 
774,000 acres in 2020.
Meanwhile, Gov. Jared Polis opened a new state park, 

Fishers Peak in Las Animas County, last October and has his 
sights set on opening another.
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The Thompson Divide includes 221,000 acres of public land within the White River National Forest in Pitkin, Garfield and Mesa counties.

The cost to taxpayers of protecting Colorado’s state
 and federally administered spaces is growing
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