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HATE SPEECH
The country is at a turning 

point in how we talk to each 

other. Insights, Page 2

EYES ON CD3
Lauren Boebert’s in the 

spotlight after surprising 

upset. Page 18

PUT TO THE TEST
Hancock weathers  
challenges of protests, 
COVID-19, economy

BY ALAYNA ALVAREZ

Colorado Politics

O
n July 15, Denver Mayor Michael Han-

cock will have three years left in office, 

sealing the end of the first year of his 

third and final term — one that’s collid-

ed with a national civil rights movement, 

a global pandemic and a crushing eco-

nomic crisis.

Many residents are angry, some have rioted, 

and calls to defund police reverberate across the 

city. Meanwhile, more than 300 people in Denver 

have died from the coronavirus, and the city is 

bracing for a revenue loss of at least $226 million.

“Yeah, I’ve had a ‘why me?’ moment,” the city’s 

45th mayor said, uncharacteristically letting 

down his guard during a phone interview with 

Colorado Politics. “But it’s not from a moment 

of distress or frustration. It’s from a moment of 

faith. It’s more of a prayer, like, ‘Lord, what is it? 

Why am in this place at this time? Why have I 

been called for a moment such as this?”

A voice in his head replied, “Why not you?” he 

said.

“You’re familiar with it. You are a Black man. 

But not only that, you’re in a position to do some-

thing about it. … It speaks to the perfect formula 

to begin to address this, to lean in from a very 

authentic, genuine way and not have to explain 

why you’re in this space.”

Hancock knows turbulent times, some personal 

and professional crises of his own making.

In 2018, he admitted to sending “inappropriate” 

text messages to a member of his security detail 

years earlier, who later sued the city on grounds 

of sexual harassment. The city paid the officer 

$75,000 as part of the settlement.

Before his first term, Hancock also was reported 

to have ties with an escort service associated with 

the club Denver Players, but the scandal fizzled 

out after The Denver Post and 9News failed to 

definitively make the connection based on public 

phone records.
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Denver Mayor Michael Hancock, shown here in his office on July 1, 2020, reflects on the tumultuous year that kicked off his final term in office.
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