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NEW NORMAL
When the pandemic eases, 

health care will be forever 

changed. Insights, Page 2

HARD REALITY
JBC lawmakers have never 

faced a budget situation like 

they are right now. Page 3

BY DAN NJEGOMIR  Colorado Politics

Depending on whom you ask, 

Colorado’s COVID-19 lock-

down was too little, too late; 

an unfortunate necessity; or 

an unwarranted overreaction. 

Yet, one thing probably all can 

agree on is the policies ushered 

in by our elected leaders to 

curb the spread of the global 

virus have dealt a big blow to 

our economy and the basic in-

frastructure that supports it.

We’ve heard a lot over the past 

couple of months from elected 

and appointed officials at all 

levels of government as to how 

they are waging war against 

the coronavirus. This time, we 

are turning to key stakeholders 

in the economy for insights on 

how we might dig out of the 

wreckage. We asked opinion 

leaders in the state’s business 

community as well as seasoned 

insiders in public ed and trans-

portation for their advice on 

what policy makers now can do 

— and what they should avoid 

— to help repair the damage. 

Read on for eight wide-ranging 

views on how Colorado’s econo-

my can recover from COVID.
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A path  
toward 
Colorado’s 
recovery

CLEARING THE AIR

BY ALAYNA ALVAREZ

Colorado Politics

A
s Denver and the state begin 

to reopen this month, peo-

ple will emerge from their 

houses having gotten a taste 

of some potential new nor-

mals: Wearing masks. Working from 

home. Fewer traffic jams. A Denver 

skyline free of haze.

Under a stay-at-home order for about 

a month and a half, the city’s sudden 

shift to stiller life led to some unex-

pected consequences: cleaner air from 

falling car emissions, streets turned 

over to walkers and cyclists, more time 

to consider the connection between 

public health and the environment.

“While COVID-19 has helped our 

air quality, it should serve as a start-

ing point in which we should imag-

ine our world after this,” said Han-

nah Collazo, the state director of 

Environment Colorado, a research 

and policy nonprofit.

For starters, she said, life post-pan-

demic could include driving less, 

using public transit more, keeping 

some roads closed to cars, and reg-

ularly working remotely to reduce 

daily commutes.

Decades after the ‘brown cloud’ became a part of life  
in Denver, stay-at-home orders have shown a way out
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The stay-at-home order has been a contributing factor in improved air visibility in Colorado’s biggest city. 
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