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FOOL’S GOLD
Stimulus funds may mean 

Christmas in April, but  

beware. Insights, Page 2

PAUSE IS ON
Title Board reaffirms the 

ballot language on animal 

cruelty initiative. Page 3

A NEED FOR WELL-BEING

CHANCEY BUSH, THE GAZETTE

Maegan McCardle and Osha Waters embrace outside a memorial placed in front of King Soopers in Boulder on March 24, 2021. A mass shoot-
ing occurred on March 22 at the store, and 10 people were killed, including a Boulder Police officer.

BY JOEY BUNCH Colorado Politics

Colorado’s need for mental health care has never been greater, after 

a year of living under the dark clouds of COVID-19, economic disrup-

tion, social unrest, record wildfires and another mass shooting.

Government money has never been easier to come by. Peanut 

butter, meet jelly.

The problem for the General Assembly, with billions to divvy 

up, is priorities and follow-through, more than politics or money, 

according to advocates and lawmakers engaged in figuring it out.

They sure don’t lack legislation to get there: more than a dozen 

significant bills that take direct aim at shortcomings in Colorado 

that span years, if not decades, to address the growing awareness 

of the mental well-being that touch the tar-papered barns of the 

Hard times yield good prospects 
for Colorado mental health care

SEE CARE • PAGE 17

BY CHRISTOPHER OSHER AND EVAN WYLOGE

Colorado Politics

The 33-year-old Denver man liked to strap three 

handguns on to his belt for his sessions with his psy-

chiatrist and often made veiled threats, telling her 

once that she should take more care about letting 

people like him come back to her office.

Police later found a cache of 33 firearms in his 

apartment and learned he was buying more, pur-

chasing as many as three guns per month. A neigh-

bor of the man once had attempted to kill herself 

with one of his weapons he left casually out in the 

open in his kitchen.

State’s red-flag law sees some  
success, but is inconsistently used

COLORADO 

WATCH

An investigation  
by Colorado Politics’ 

news partner
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