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INSIGHTS
A West without snow will 

create a Colorado that you 

won’t know. Page 2

‘BIG QUIT’
Record numbers of Col-

orado workers have quit. 

Where did they go? Page 10

‘MAKE MY DAY.’ 
‘STAND YOUR GROUND.’ 
‘NO DUTY TO RETREAT.’

BY MICHAEL KARLIK

michael.karlik@coloradopolitics.com

A 
young man being pursued down the street 

attempted to evade his attacker, asking to 

be left alone until the last possible minute, 

when he killed the aggressor.

The killer could be Kyle Rittenhouse, the then-

17-year-old who shot two men and wounded a 

third in the streets of Kenosha, Wis., following 

days of racial justice protests and arson in August 

2020.

In fact, it was actually Anthony M. Idrogo of 

Colorado Springs, who fatally stabbed Raymond 

Archuleta in 1985 after Archuleta and his brother 

stalked Idrogo from a liquor store.

Idrogo testified he did not want to kill Archule-

ta, but the man would not leave him alone. When 

the jury found him guilty of manslaughter and he 

faced life in prison without parole, the 29-year-

old Idrogo cried out, “I haven’t even begun to live 

yet, and you’re gonna bury me alive.”

That was not the end of Idrogo’s case, as his 

conviction made it before the Colorado Supreme 

Court. His trial did not have something that Rit-

tenhouse’s had: an instruction to the jury that 

under the law, he had no duty to retreat from the 

encounter. The absence of that statement, the 

justices said, was wrong.
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Kyle Rittenhouse looks back as Susan Hughes, the great- aunt of Anthony Huber, enters the courtroom during his trial at the Kenosha County 
Courthouse in Wisconsin on Nov. 5.

Longstanding
self-defense laws
in Colorado would
allow Rittenhouse 
acquittal

SEE ACQUITTAL • PAGE 16


