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The cost of getting sick
The big political question: How to curb skyrocketing bills for health care?
BY JOEY BUNCH

Colorado Politics

J
ohn Santistevan says the size of your paycheck 

should not determine the value of your life. 

He is one of the public and private leaders in 

Colorado trying to craft a health care system 

everybody can live with.

The Colorado legislature took up a bill on 

March 5 that aims to do just that at a price more 

Coloradans can afford.

In the weeks ahead, state lawmakers will sit 

through hours of hearings on the high cost of in-

surance, hospitals and medicine. They will hear 

heartbreaking testimony from sick people too poor 

to pay the price, as well as corporations predicting 

dire unintended consequences from reckless solu-

tions. In other words, the biggest political questions 

of a nation are coming to Denver for a spell.

Colorado lawmakers will do more than draft a 

public-private insurance plan with lower rates. 

They will invite in the question of how much is 

too much profit for a vital industry that employs 

a lot of people and stimulates a lot of the econo-

my, especially in small towns.

They also have to balance cutting costs at the 

sake of quality, accessible services. Colorado 

lawmakers must balance competing interests 

in the weeks ahead in policy that is about 

profits and politics, as well as people’s lives 

and livelihoods.

Caught in the mix are the people Santistevan cares 

for as president and CEO of Salud Family Health 

Centers that serve rural and, often, indigent Colo-

radans.

He’s trying to make it work for everybody, he said. 

Officials from Jared Polis to the Republican minori-

ties in General Assembly say the same.

“As a state and as a country we do have to control 

our spending on health care costs,” Santistevan told 

Colorado Politics, as he prepared to open his 14th 

clinic at the end of last month.
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