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LEGACY CHECK-IN
Polis takes stock of past two years, looks ahead to what is still to come

BY JOEY BUNCH

Colorado Politics

A
t the end of October, the Friday before 

Election Day, Gov. Jared Polis stood 

amid a vast swath of southern Colorado 

evergreens pocked by a masked, socially 

distanced cadre of politicians and bu-

reaucrats.

Of the hundreds of bills he’s signed in the last 

two years, this one seemed like a defining mo-

ment. A couple of days before on the phone, he 

volunteered how much he was looking forward 

to it, pride evident in his tone.

If Polis needs a physical legacy for his time as 

Colorado’s 43rd governor, he couldn’t do better 

than this piece of real estate. With his signature, 

Fishers Peak in Las Animas County became the 

newest and the second largest state park in Colo-

rado, 19,200 acres of a soaring buttes and vast ex-

panses of wooded pastures on the former ranch.

“This is the Colorado way,” Polis said, as he sin-

gled out the public and private partners in the 

gathering who pooled together millions for the 

acquisition.

“It’s a nexus of economic activity and jobs,” said 

Polis, the businessman governor, who then spoke 

about the educational opportunities and the 

wildlife habitat.

In the end, they all merge into one. Polis has 

governed that way so far, with a general direction 

to reach specific destinations. He spelled out his 

four bold promises when he ran for the job: 100% 

renewable energy by 2040, universal preschool, 

saving people money on health care, and fiscal 

reform.

When running a pandemic via executive or-

ders stalled out, Polis summoned the legislature 

FORREST CZARNECKI, THE GAZETTE

Colorado Gov. Jared Polis stands in the newly opened Fisher’s Peak State Park on Oct. 30 near Trinidad. Fisher’s Peak is the 42nd state park 
in Colorado and is one of the largest in size at over 19,000 acres. 
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