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CARE’S COST
Support for the family leave 

ballot splits big and small 

business. Insights, Page 2

MORE VOICES
Read the views of El Paso 

residents and among young 

voters. Pages 18-19

THE AURORA EVOLUTION
Colorado’s third-largest city has changed its political stripes

BY DENNIS HUSPENI 

Special to Colorado Politics

I
n less than five years, Aurora transformed 

from a reliably Republican city to a decidedly 

progressive, Democrat-controlled one.

Two recent elections sealed the new political 

power structure: In 2018 Arapahoe County vot-

ers handed Democratic candidates most all major 

political seats and the 2019 Aurora City Council 

election that swept in a majority to progressives, 

while narrowly picking a staunchly conservative 

Republican Mayor in Mike Coffman.

“In 2016 we held all the major political offices 

in Arapahoe County,” said Dorothy Gotlieb, chair-

woman of the Arapahoe County Republican Par-

ty. “In 2018, we lost them all.”

In 2017, every Aurora City Council seat was held 

by a conservative. That’s before the election that 

year brought in progressives Nicole Johnston, Al-

lison Hiltz and Crystal Murillo.

The change comes at, or perhaps because of, 

one the most heightened periods of civil unrest 

in Aurora.

Calls for police reform are loud here in light of 

the 2019 death of Elijah McClain at the hands 

of Aurora police, with no charges being brought 

against any involved.

The controversial Immigrations and Customs 

Enforcement facility in Aurora, operated by GEO 

Group Inc., has drawn numerous protests in re-

cent years.

With Aurora’s large immigrant population — 

some estimates show 20% of Aurora residents 

were born on foreign soil — the Trump admin-

istration’s efforts to get rid of DACA and deport 

the so-called “Dreamer” children of illegal immi-

grants has been a flashpoint here.

Political observers and city elected officials 

worry aloud what the political change will mean 

to the economic recovery Aurora is struggling 

through.

“Unfortunately, there is a lot of dysfunction on 

the council now and a lot of interpersonal attacks 

JOHN LEYBA, SPECIAL TO COLORADO POLITICS

A view of Aurora City Hall this month. In 2017, every Aurora City Council seat was held by a conservative. That has now changed.
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