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INSIGHTS
A fair shake isn’t rent con-

trol for Colorado’s threat-

ened seniors. Page 2

OUR WATER
Some Coloradans’ drinking 

water still has the highest 

radium levels in U.S. Page 3

GUN CULTURE

BY JOEY BUNCH, MARIANNE GOODLAND
AND LUIGE DEL PUERTO
Colorado Politics

D
ec. 14 marks nine years since Jane Dough-

erty told her sister hello and goodbye, 

but for a disturbed young man’s access 

to guns in Newtown, Connecticut, a New 

England village that was decked out for a Christ-

mas, that was emotionally obliterating.

Her older sister, Mary Sherlach, a school psy-

chologist, was in the principal’s office that morn-

ing, mediating between the principal Dawn 

Hochsprung and the mother of a second-grader.

When gunfire rang out, the pair ran to the 

danger facing their students, and it cost them 

their lives, among the six faculty who died with 

20 first-graders, a national tragedy that joined 

the long list of mass shootings since Columbine 

High School in Littleton 22 years ago last April.

Another spate of shootings shook metro Den-

ver in the past two weeks, wounding more than 

a dozen, many of them children, not that far 

from a movie theater where 12 were killed and 

70 wounded when a college-age gunman with 

deep emotional issues fired on a midnight movie 

crew, five months before Sandy Hook Elemen-

tary.

And just a few days ago, a shooting at a high 

school in Michigan killed four students and 

wounded seven others, including a teacher.

Mental health advocates are careful to em-

phasize that most individuals who grapple with 

mental health do not perpetuate violence on 

themselves or on others, although it remains 

a significant risk factor for suicide. Often, they 

add, individuals with mental health challenges 

are the victims of gun violence. But they also 

note that the lack of resources — well-funded in-

tervention programs, for one — is exacerbating 

the mental health crisis.

Kids’ mental health challenged by violence, lack of behavioral services
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On May 8, 2019, a Douglas County sheriff’s deputy walks past the doors of the STEM Highlands Ranch school. A teen accused of killing a fel-
low student at the school in 2019 allegedly agreed to participate in the attack as long as it looked like he was pressured into participating.
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