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LOST CAUSE
The pandemic brought 

progressive momentum to 

a stop. Insights, Page 2

BACK TO BUSINESS 
AS 2020 SESSION RESUMES, LEGISLATIVE LEADERS  

SIZE UP THE GRIM TASK AHEAD

BY JOEY BUNCH AND MARIANNE GOODLAND

Colorado Politics

Y
ou could call it unfinished business, or 

more accurately describe the lawmak-

ers’ return to the Colorado Capitol as 

the new beginning.

Thirty-five senators and 65 represen-

tatives face a much different economic, 

public health and, yes, political landscape than 

they left on March 14, driven off by the coronavi-

rus pandemic.

The immediacy calls for cutting $3.3 billion from 

the state budget, plus pay for schools and reau-

thorize state programs and agencies, on top of 

responding and recovering from the most wide-

spread national crisis in almost a century.

That’s all.

When lawmakers adjourned, 67 days into the 

session, they had sent 125 bills to the desk of Gov. 

Jared Polis.

When they return, 73 days later, they could ex-

pend the rest of the 120-day session, but they 

won’t.

With no extra to spend on new programs or en-

titlements, lawmakers are likely to deal with bud-

gets and emergencies, then call it a legislative year.

The entire House has re-elections this year, and 

half the Senate, including some with June prima-

ries. Lawmakers also can’t raise campaign money 

from lobbyists and trade associations as long as 

they’re in session — at least, not lawfully.

They could adjourn, then return in August for a 

special session, once they know more about how 

much federal aid the state will receive.

We asked the leaders of the House and Senate 

Democrats and Republicans to size up the work 

we’re facing and their confidence Colorado can ex-

ceed its pandemic challenges. Read their essays 
on Pages 16 and 17.
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VOTE AT HOME
Coloradans promote the  

possibility of all states holding 

mail ballot elections. Page 7


