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IN THE POKEY
A former lawmaker faces 

jail for being a pain in the 

neck. Insights, Page 2

NEW RTD CEO
The selection of Debra 

Johnson to lead the transit 

group is historic. Page 3

NEW GROUND RULES
With a professional panel and a revised mission, the Colorado Oil  

and Gas Conservation Commission sets out to overhaul regulation

GETTY IMAGES

C
olorado’s revamped Oil and 

Gas Conservation Commission 

has delved into its most ambi-

tious project ever: rewriting 

the rules around regulating the 

industry. It’s a topic that has 

provoked ballot measures, millions of 

dollars in advertising from the industry 

and years of battles between Democrats 

and Republicans at the state Capitol.

The rules are tied to a sweeping change 

in the COGCC’s mission, mandated under 

Senate Bill 19-181. The law changed the 

COGCC’s mission from a body that advo-

cated for oil and gas development to one 

that regulates “the responsible develop-

ment and production” of oil and gas and 

in a manner that protects public health, 

safety and welfare, wildlife and the envi-

ronment.

It also changed the COGCC itself, replac-

ing its nine-member voluntary body with 

a seven-member group, with five who are 

full-time paid professionals. The other 

two members are non-voting, represent-

ing the Department of Natural Resources 

and the Department of Public Health and 

Environment.

The first week of hearings under the 

new commission — focused primarily on 

permitting, notification and locational 

reviews that are known as “300 series” 

rules — has seen traditional battles be-

tween the oil and gas industry and envi-

ronmental groups. Caught in the middle: 

local governments that face a “Hobson’s 

Choice”: protect the oil and gas tax reve-

nues that provide substantial support for 

local government operations and public 

schools, or protect the environment and 

safeguard public health, including air 

and water quality.

But it isn’t just authority that comes into 

play: the group will have to address crite-

ria for alternative location analysis, wa-

ter rights, permitting and the most con-

tentious issue of all: setbacks.
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