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It’s a buzzing undercurrent of the legisla-

tive session: the volume of law enforcement 

bills working their way through the General 

Assembly like a river carves a canyon.

One law enforcement official said he’s 

monitoring 40 bills, including about two 

dozen — more are coming — directly re-

lated to how law enforcement officers do 

their jobs.

So what’s driving the increase? The most 

obvious answer is tied to the deaths of 

George Floyd and Elijah McClain and the 

protests that followed during 2020. It was 

a vow from members of the Legislative 

Black Caucus that the conviction of former 

Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin 

on April 20 was only a first step toward 

justice.

The answer is also a bit more nuanced, 

however.

“We’re picking up a lot of bills that died 

last year because of COVID,” said Rep. Ker-

ry Tipper, D-Lakewood, who is sponsoring 

several of those bills.

Her list includes House Bill 1015, which 

would make private the personal infor-

mation of corrections workers, public de-

fenders and other “protected persons,” and 

HB 1057, which would make it illegal to 

provide information on an undocumented 

person to law enforcement as an attempt 

to extort the immigrant to do or not do 

something legal.

“It’s possible that sometimes when we 

drive policy changes, it forces people to 

the table who hadn’t felt an urgency,” she 

said. Tipper attributed it in part to the 

2020 session’s police accountability bill, 

Senate Bill 217, which she said for better 

or worse, may have incentivized people to 

come to the table.

That’s the law passed last year that struck 

down qualified immunity, a tool that pro-

tected peace officers from being sued over 

potentially unlawful actions.

There’s also the nexus between mental 

health, substance abuse and the criminal 

justice system, Tipper said.

“What we have been doing hasn’t been 

working,” she said.
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