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BEHIND BARS
Colorado must look to avoid 

the prison that is created by 

racism. Insights, Page 2

THE GREAT 8
Colorado gets another  

congressional district; 

here’s what’s next. Page 4

CHARGING AHEAD
What must Colorado do to get nearly 1M electric vehicles on the road? 

BY JOEY BUNCH AND DENNIS HUSPENI

Colorado Politics

E
lectric vehicles, the greenest and trend-

iest way of getting around, are also a 

charged political issue on the highways of 

Colorado.

Policymakers, led by Gov. Jared Polis, 

and the Democrats who control the General As-

sembly aren’t easing off the accelerator anytime 

soon.

Immediately after taking office in 2019, Polis 

signed an executive order calling for 940,000 

electric vehicles on the road in Colorado by 

2030, roughly 43% of the passenger vehicle 

market.

That’s a big jump: EVs are about 5% of the 

state’s vehicle market.

It also won’t be cheap. Try more than $1.2 bil-

lion in the next decade shared by EV owners, 

businesses and the government.

A newly released analysis ordered up by the 

Colorado Electric Vehicle Plan assessed EV in-

frastructure across the state to meet the gov-

ernor’s 2030 goal. The price tag: at least $860 

million shared for normal cars and trucks and 

another $364 million.

“We’ve made a lot of meaningful progress, but 

we only move forward from here at the scale 

required with continued policy support for 

charging infrastructure investment,” said Will 

Toor, executive director of the Colorado Energy 

Office and perhaps the state’s loudest EV cheer-

leader.

Sales are moving in the right direction, 

though. The state Energy Office reports there 

were 11,238 EVs registered in the state in August 

2017. The latest numbers show 35,146.

Toor said a seismic shift in auto manufactur-

ing is underway to accommodate the surge.

“Change is coming to the auto industry,” he 

KATIE KLANN, THE GAZETTE

The Polestar 2 charges at an EVgo charging station on April 22, 2021, in Denver.
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