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‘THE PEOPLE’S VICTORY’
DENVER MAYOR MICHAEL HANCOCK WINS A HARD-FOUGHT ELECTION

Growing worries over worker visas

BY DAVID O. WILLIAMS

For Colorado Politics

VAIL • For nearly 20 years, 

Glen Ellison, a landscape con-

tractor in Eagle, sponsored a 

core group of 35 workers, many 

of them from one city in Mexi-

co, to create some of the most 

spectacular lawns surrounding 

the high-end homes of the Vail 

Valley.

Ellison started out in 1981 

with a wheelbarrow, pick, rake, 

shovel and a Toyota pickup 

truck. Over the years he visited 

many of his workers in their 

homes in Aguascalientes, a city 

in central Mexico, meeting chil-

dren, spouses and parents.

He relied on the federal H-2B 

visa program for temporary, 

non-agricultural labor to bring 

many of his landscapers from 

Mexico to the United States. 

About 70% of H-2B workers are 

from Mexico.

Ellison said he had come to 

see his hardworking men more 

as family than employees. And 

he called them vital contribu-

tors to the local economy.

His businesses — Ceres Land-

care and Ceres+ Landscape Ar-

chitecture — survived the worst 

of the Great Recession, ready 

to ride the economic recovery 

wave.

Then, in spring 2018, as the 

snow was melting and tro-

phy-home owners from Beaver 

Creek to Cordillera were calling 

for elaborate gardens, terraced 

patios and intricate water fea-

tures, Ellison found out that 

none of his H-2B visa workers 

would be allowed to return. He 

had not demonstrated a great 

enough need.

And this year, a new lottery 

system again torpedoed his 

longstanding H-2B workforce.

Employers like Ellison are 

caught in the squeeze between 
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A landscaper’s labor lament echoes across Colorado’s high country. Is Washington listening?
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Denver Mayor Michael Hancock takes the stage to claim his re-election victory over runoff challenger Jamie Giellis at an election night watch 
party at EXDO Event Center on June 4.
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