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L
ate on the night of Nov. 5, U.S. Rep. Joe Ne-

guse walked alongside two fellow Democrat-

ic lawmakers as they made their way outside 

the U.S. Capitol, prepared to announce that 

a deal had finally been reached to allow for a vote 

on the infrastructure bill that had been idling for 

weeks in the U.S. House of Representatives.

Accompanying Neguse, the second-term law-

maker from Lafayette who arranged for the 

impromptu press conference, were U.S. Reps. 

Pramila Jayapal of Washington, chair of the Con-

gressional Progressive Caucus, and Josh Got-

theimer of New Jersey, a spokesman for a group 

of centrist Democrats.

The two represented competing factions of 

House Democrats who had been engaged in a 

standoff over the Biden administration’s signa-

ture legislative agenda, split between two massive 

bills with spending totaling more than $3 trillion.

Nearly three months after every Democrat and 

19 Republicans in the Senate voted to approve the 

$1.2 trillion infrastructure bill — tagged the Bi-

partisan Infrastructure Framework and formally 

known as the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 

Act — the legislation was finally awaiting action 

in the House following a high-stakes game of 

chicken between the chamber’s progressive and 

centrist Democrats.

Neguse helped to defuse the impasse, according 

to multiple sources, who recounted how the Colo-

rado congressman served as a bridge between his 

party’s feuding factions and nudged negotiators 

at crucial points to keep the talks from veering off 

course or collapsing.
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From left, Rep. Pramila Jayapal, D-Wash., chair of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, Rep. Josh Gottheimer, D-N.J., and Rep. Joe Neguse, 
D-Colo., arrive outside the Capitol to speak to reporters as the House prepares to vote on the long-stalled $1 trillion infrastructure bill, in 
Washington, on Nov. 5. Infighting between progressives and moderates had once again sidetracked the pillar of President Joe Biden’s domestic 
agenda.
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