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COVID-19 DEATHS

Deaths caused 

by COVID-19

Deaths among people 

who had COVID-19 

at the time of death; 

cause(s) may or may not 

have been COVID-19

(report to CDC)



DEATH REPORTING PROCESS
1. Death occurs and is reported to the state in 2 ways:

a. by a physician, coroner/medical examiner on a death certificate through the 
routine death certificate registration process.

b. by health care providers, coroners, and local public health to the state 
epidemiologists.

2. State Vital Statistics shares information from death certificates with 
the epi/surveillance team, including deaths among cases, and death 
certificates identifying COVID-19 as the cause of death.

3. The state reports deaths to CDC: 1. All deaths through vital records registration           
and  2. COVID-19 deaths through epidemiologist reporting.



CDC-APPROVED CASE DEFINITION



EXAMPLE DEATH CERTIFICATE



ICD-10 DEATH REPORTING 

• COVID-19 deaths are identified using a new ICD–10 code. 

• When COVID-19 is reported as a cause of death — or when it is 
listed as a “probable” or “presumed” cause — the death is 
coded as U07.1. 

• This can include cases with or without laboratory confirmation. 



CDC GUIDANCE- CAUSE OF DEATH

When COVID-19 is reported as a 
cause of death on the death certificate, 
it is coded and counted as a death due to 

COVID-19. COVID-19 should not be 
reported on the death certificate if it 

did not cause or contribute 
to the death.“ ”



CDC ON DATA QUALITY

Getting high quality cause-of-death 
information can be challenging, especially 

during emergencies. Certifiers may be faced 
with heavy workloads, may not have access 
to complete information about the death, 

or may not be well trained in how to 
prepare quality cause-of-death statements.“ ”
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