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Campus organizations seek to educate, empower during

Sexual Violence Awareness and Prevention Week
By Jordan Corley

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

One in five women and one in 16 men 
are sexually assaulted while in college, in 
addition to the 20-25% of college women 
and 15% of college men who are forced into 
unwanted sexual encounters during their 
college career.

Shannon DeHoff , graduate assistant at 
the Gender Equity Center, said these sta-
tistics from the National Sexual Violence 
Resource Center shock people every time 
they hear them.

The only good news, DeHoff said, is 
these statistics begin to facilitate conver-
sation — especially during April, which 
serves as Sexual Assault Awareness 
Month across the nation.

Through the Gender Equity Center, De-
Hoff leads three peer education groups: 
Peers Helping Reaffirm Educate and Em-
power, Men Against Violence and Greeks 
Care. 

The groups hold sessions for six weeks 
each semester and provide a safe environ-
ment for students to discuss sexual as-
sault and bystander prevention. 

Within these groups, various programs 
are led by peer educators to educate stu-
dents and encourage discussion of topics 
like sexual assault, consent, healthy rela-
tionships and body image. 

DeHoff said there is a combination of 
students who have been directly and in-
directly impacted by sexual assault. How-
ever, all groups have a common goal of 
raising awareness to reduce the number 
of crimes on campus. 

At Penn State, 27.5% of women are sexu-
ally assaulted and report the crime, plac-
ing the university at the upper end of the 
national average, which is between 22% 
and 28%, according to DeHoff.

“When people hear the statistics, I think 
that they are kind of alarmed and taken 
aback,” DeHoff said, “especially when we 
tell them that [the statistics presented] 
aren’t the national statistics. These are the 
Penn State statistics.”

Penceck said students may not be aware 
that they know someone who has been as-
saulted, but the odds are that they do.

 “We have to be really honest with our-
selves,” Jennifer Penceck , programming 
coordinator of the Gender Equity Center, 
said. “No student is going to graduate not 
knowing someone who 
has been sexually as-
saulted.” 

Another statistic 
shared during pro-
grams is that more than 
90% of those sexually 
assaulted on college 
campuses do not report.

DeHoff said this pro-
vides a good transition 
into the discussion of 
why someone might not 
come forward and re-
port the assault. 

Penceck said this is 
a primary goal of the 
Gender Equity Center 
year-round.

“We try and help re-
mind other people that 
they have no idea what 
they would do in the very same situation,” 
Penceck said. 

“So we try to just be kind to one another.”
Following a program presentation, De-

Hoff said it is common for an audience 
member to come forward and tell her they 
realized they had been sexually assaulted 
after listening to the presentation.

“A lot of students don’t have the  

language to explain what happened to 
them,” DeHoff said.

She said students will tell her they 
felt uncomfortable or uneasy after a 
sexual encounter, but they tried to  
forget about it and move on.

“[After speaking out] we can point peo-
ple to the resources they need,” DeHoff 
said, “and let them know what their op-
tions are if they do want to report some-
thing.”

Depending on the student’s needs, Penn 
State’s Counseling and Psychological Ser-

vices and the Gender 
Equity Center both 
provide support for stu-
dents after an assault. 

In light of Sexual 
Assault Awareness 
month, the peer edu-
cators have also been 
working in coordina-
tion with the Universi-
ty Park Undergraduate 
Association to create 
different events during 
Penn State’s Sexual Vi-
olence Awareness and 
Prevention Week 2019, 
which takes place from 
April 8-12. 

During ‘Honoring 
Survival: Transforming 
the Spirit,’ peer educa-
tors from PHREE and 

MAV will speak about their own personal 
experiences with sexual assault and the 
students in PHREE provided stories and 
clothing descriptions for ‘What Were You 
Wearing? Survivor Art Installation.’ 

With the establishment of a Sexual Vio-
lence Prevention and Awareness Round-
table in 2013, UPUA has continued to play 
an active role in raising awareness and  

creating programs related to sexual vio-
lence on campus.

“The roundtable [is a] discussion with 
different university officers and adminis-
trators around sexual violence,” Adeline 
Mishler , chair of the sexual violence, 
awareness and prevention roundtable, 
said. 

“We cultivate all of our resources into 
Sexual Violence Awareness Prevention 
week.”

The roundtable includes representa-
tives from the Gender Equity Center, 
Stand for State, the Office of Student Con-
duct, Residence Life, LGBTQA Student 
Resource Center and student groups such 
as Greeks Care, PHREE and MAV.

Throughout the entirety of the week, 
tables will be set up in the HUB-Robeson 
Center from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with different 
educational games, crafts and information 
regarding sexual assault for students to 
partake in.

“These events are about awareness,” 
Penceck said. “But we also have to move 
beyond awareness and into action steps.”

Mischler (sophomore- business man-
agement) said UPUA is excited for the 
creation of a new event, Navigating How 
You Step In, an interactive maze in which 
students will be presented with different 
sexual violence scenarios and required to 
make a decision in the moment. 

Their decision will determine which way 
they move throughout the maze.

“It makes students put themselves in 
that kind of position to really think about 
what they would do,” Mischler said.

The maze will be located in Philanthropy 
Row on the first floor of the HUB on April 
10 and 11. 

See awareness, Page 2.
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Gender Equity Center

APIDA Caucus elects its first UPUA representative
By Lauren Lee
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

The Asian Pacific Islander Desi 
American Caucus selected Avi-
nash Saraiya to serve as its first 
University Park Undergraduate 
Association representative on 
April 3, despite questions that 
were raised about the way he was 
elected.

The method by which Suraiya 
(freshman-pre-medicine) was 
elected caused controversy at 
UPUA’s first meeting of the 14th 
Assembly, as previously reported 
by The Daily Collegian. 

UPUA at-large representatives 
Steven Zhang and YuNa Choi, who 
are also in the APIDA Caucus, ad-
dressed the fact that Suraiya was 
elected via a GroupMe poll. 

The two representatives said 
many joined and subsequently 
left the APIDA chat to cast votes, 
and believed this demonstrated 
a fault within the way UPUA re-
quires community representa-
tives to be elected.

Despite this, Suraiya was of-
ficially sworn in Wednesday and 
understands the importance of 
his new position. And although 
Saraiya just became a member 
of APIDA, he was previously a 
freshman council member in 
UPUA’s 13th Assembly.

“Ever since then, I knew these 
seats would play a vital role in the 
future of our organization,” Sa-
raiya said. 

In addition to helping represent 
the APIDA community, Suraiya 
said he also plans to work closely 
with the Latino Caucus and the 
Black Caucus representatives 
and communities. 

In the past few weeks, Black 
Caucus and Latino Caucus also 
elected their first representatives 
in the community seats for the 
upcoming UPUA 14th Assembly. 

“Penn State has a status as 
a PWI, predominately white  

institution, so it’s very important 
that certain minoritized groups 
across campus have a say in 
what happens in UPUA, as well 
as above,” Saraiya said. “It’s 
very important that our voices 
are heard and it seems like that’s 
what’s going to happen.” 

With his new seat focusing on 
APIDA specifically, Suraiya said 
he hopes to increase relations 
between UPUA and other com-
munities. 

“Especially in communi-
ties that I’m familiar with, the 

name UPUA doesn’t really mean 
much,” Suraiya said. “So hopeful-
ly working with others to increase 
that name recognition.” 

Zhang, who also serves as the 
vice president of APIDA, said he 
met Suraiya through his experi-
ence as a freshman council mem-
ber in the 13th Assembly. Zhang 
nominated Suraiya to become 
APIDA Caucus’ first representa-
tive in UPUA.

“[Avinash] is a very hard-work-
ing person,” Zhang (freshman-
economics and political science 
said. “He is definitely a fighter. 

He’s someone who when he has 
a goal he strives to work towards 
it and I really respect that about 
him.” 

Moving forward, Zhang said he 
hopes Suraiya will help restruc-
ture APIDA so the community 
will become stronger.

“We’re trying to find that spark, 
and I think he will be really influ-
ential in helping the community 
find the spark,” he said. 

Zhang said he hopes to see 
change in APIDA. 

“Compared to Black and La-
tino Caucus, APIDA Caucus has 
been a lot more [relaxed] and not 
as active as the other two orga-
nizations,” Zhang said. “But it’s 
definitely something that we’re 
trying to build up.”

Zhang said he became involved 
with APIDA after noticing how a 
lot of the APIDA community is 
not as involved with Penn State 
as he’d like. 

“There are a lot of resources 
that a lot of the underrepresented 
communities are missing out on 
because of a lack of communi-
cation between Penn State and 
these communities,” Zhang said. 

Choi (freshman-international 
politics and business), who also 
serves as the cultural director of 
APIDA, said the biggest thing she 
wants Suraiya to carry out while 
representing APIDA in UPUA is 
making sure diversity initiatives 
are carried out.

“Our president and vice presi-
dent right now have a platform of 
diversity and inclusion, but I actu-
ally want to see that come to frui-
tion,” Choi said. “We’ve worked 
a lot about that but we need ac-
tion, so I want to work with Nash 
and the other community seats to 
make sure that there is actual ac-
tion taken.”

Choi said initiatives such as 
expanding the Paul Robeson 
Cultural Center and more out-
reach to international student  

communities are the main goals 
of the diversity and inclusion plat-
form. 

Choi said there are 15 organiza-
tions involved in APIDA, includ-
ing multicultural sororities and 
fraternities.

 Around 6% of the population 
at University Park identifies as 
Asian American, less than 1%  
identifies as Native Hawaiian/Pa-
cific Islander and 8.6% of students 
identify as international, accord-
ing to a 2018 campus diversity 
report by the Penn State Admis-
sions Office. 

However, Choi said there is a 
lack of involvement from the com-
munity with APIDA. 

Choi said she hopes reaching 
out to the international commu-
nities would provide them with 
more resources for job and in-
ternship opportunities. 

Suraiya said it’s important to 
add representation of the Asian 
Pacific Islander Desi American 
community to UPUA, as every 
student can have a different ex-
perience while attending Penn 
State. 

“The way that your Penn State 
experience goes is different based 
on your demographic,” Suraiya 
said. “So the APIDA community 
brings in another perspective and 
it’s important that every commu-
nity has a say in what’s going on.” 

To email reporter: lml5489@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @lauren_llee.
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Freshman Avinash Saraiya stands in the HUB-Robeson Center. On April 3, 

Saraiya was elected the first APIDA representative in UPUA.

“We’re trying to 
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Steven Zhang

APIDA Vice President
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Men Against Violence members strut in the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes event on Friday, April 14, 2017. The walk strives to combat rape, sexual assault, and gender violence.
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but what’s 
the next 
step?

your next steps starts here.

Expert career advice can help you 
find your dream opportunity.

Drop-in career counseling can get you 
on the right path in 10-15 minutes.

Learn more at bit.ly/2Bq3Bl7

By Grace Miller
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Students will no longer be 
able to purchase their late-night 
snacks and other convenient 
store items at Pollock’s The Mix 
— until further notice.

Pollock Commons will undergo 
major renovation this summer, 
but renovations of The Mix have 
started as of April 7, according 
to several signs displayed in the 
building.

The renovations are set to in-
clude a bigger convenience store 
and a grill with more options — 
even featuring a night menu.

The Pollock Commons building 
as a whole will be reorganized. 
The hallway in front of commons 
desk will be removed, the area 
with the Dance Mania game 
will become part of The Mix and 
more lounge areas will be added. 
A coffee shop like the one in the 
recently-renovated Findlay Com-
mons will also be added. 

The changes are what Jack 
Delmonte, blood drive chair with-
in the Pollock Halls Residence 
Association, called a “big proj-
ect,” which he said is supposed to 
be completed by the start of the 
fall 2019 semester.

“I think it’s great,” Delmonte 
(freshman-nuclear and mechani-
cal engineering) said. “I go to 
The Mix all the time, so I think 
it’s awesome that they’ll have a 
greater selection.”

He said he’s excited for the 
coffee shop, calling the addition 
“awesome.” 

“I think everyone’s happy 
about something nicer coming 
to Pollock because it kind of is a 
dump of all the residence areas,” 
Delmonte said.

While he said students seem 
happy about the renovations, 
he also noted that many didn’t 
seem to know it was happening 
until the food truck, “The Rolling 
Lion,” showed up. The Rolling 
Lion will serve students made-to-
order food while the grill is under 
construction. 

“[I am] kind of bummed out 
that I’m not going to get those 
mac and cheese bites, but I’m 
glad that the freshman next year 
are going to have something bet-
ter than I did,” Delmonte said. 

Rachel Zimmerman, resident 
of Pollock Halls, said that with 
the renovations going on, she will 
probably eat at Redifer Commons 
more, although she will utilize the 
food truck.

“I think that it will be really 
nice to have [The Mix] renovated 
for people in the future, but I’m 
kind of sad because I go there ev-
ery day,” Zimmerman (freshman-
division of undergraduate stud-
ies) said.

Zimmerman said she thinks 
the addition of a coffee shop is 
“cool,” but wishes that it would’ve 
been added sooner. She also add-
ed that she hopes it is similar to 

the one in Redifer Commons in 
South. 

“That’ll be nice because I feel 
like living in Pollock now, like if 
there was a coffee shop, I’d go 
there a lot,” she said.

In regards to the new menu at 
The Mix, Zimmerman hopes to 
see a larger variety of options. 

“I feel like they should defi-
nitely have more vegetarian food 
because… now, all I can get is like 
a wrap,” she said. “[I want] more 

healthy food definitely because 
[the service] is nice and it’s quick, 
so I always go there, but it’s not 
healthy at all.” 

Zimmerman said she is looking 
forward to a bigger convenience 
store because previously, stu-
dents waiting for food often got in 
the way of other students trying 
to shop. 

Emily Taylor, 29, has worked 
at Pollock Dining for three 
months, and said she thinks the  

renovations will be beneficial. 
She called The Mix a “very popu-
lar place,” and said a wider selec-
tion will be good for the students. 

“I mean, I think it’s good be-
cause I know that the store is 
old,” she said. “I’ve never worked 
in the back, but I’ve heard that a 
lot of stuff is outdated and there’s 
not a lot of room back there.”

To email reporter: lgm5130@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @graceemilleer.

Ken Minamoto/Collegian

The Mix at Pollock Commons before closing for renovations on April 7.

Pollock Commons to undergo renovations

By Erin Hogge
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

With the May 21 special elec-
tion nearing, voters in Centre 
County will soon have to make a 
decision between a Penn State 
professor and a lifelong politician.

Democrat Marc Friedenberg 
and Republican Fred Keller are 
the two parties’ nominees for the 
12th Congressional District run-
off race, and have been supported 
by the Penn State College Demo-
crats and College Republicans, 
respectively.

Reagan McCarthy, the presi-
dent of the College Republicans, 
said Keller’s nomination means 
the counties within the 12th Con-
gressional District will “continue 
to be represented by someone 

who shares our values” and 
thinks Keller was the Republican 
Party’s best choice.

“The Republican Party of Penn-
sylvania knocked it out of the park 
by nominating Keller, and he will 
be nothing short of an ally for the 
Pennsylvania GOP in Washing-
ton,” McCarthy (senior-political 
science) said via email. “His re-
cord speaks for itself –– Keller’s 
votes in Harrisburg proves that 
he supports traditional, prag-
matic conservative principles, 
including fiscally responsible 
economic policy, staunch pro-life 
values, a strong national defense 
and the individual liberties given 
by the Constitution, especially 
our Second Amendment rights. 
Together, these values make 
Keller the superior candidate to  

represent the 12th district.”
Secretary of the College Dem-

ocrats Lexy Pathickal said her 
organization endorsed Frieden-
berg in the 2018 midterm election 
when he ran against incumbent 
Republican Tom Marino for the 
position.

“[Friedenberg’s] devotion to 
ideals like raising the minimum 
wage, investing in clean energy, 
and common sense solutions to 
gun violence was a driving force 
that the College Democrats 
couldn’t deny,” Pathickal (junior-
political science) said via email. 
“We also endorsed Ezra Nanes 
for State Senate during the mid-
terms, as well as Tom Wolf for 
Governor and Bob Casey for Sen-
ate.”

Pathickal said Friedenberg’s 
nomination shows that Pennsyl-
vania’s Democratic Party is “go-
ing in the right direction.”

“Friedenberg makes it known 
that he is the man of the people 
–– he declares this as well as fol-
lowing through with his actions,” 
Pathickal said. 

“He will hold legislators ac-
countable like how he held the 
Wall Street banks accountable as 
he sued them during the finan-
cial crisis. He is willing to stand 
up for the working Americans 
who are continuing to struggle 
 in this economy.”

The College Republicans usu-
ally endorse GOP candidates 
running for statewide office, es-
pecially in its own district. The 
group helped former Represen-
tative Marino win in a “landslide 
victory” during the 2018 mid-
terms. 

Marino resigned three weeks 
into his fifth term this past Janu-

ary due to health-related reasons.
“[We are] excited to help Fred 

Keller win because he champions 
our values,” McCarthy said. 

“The socialist ideas that [Frie-
denberg] embraces with open 
arms do not resonate with the 
12th district. Policies such as 
Medicare for All, The Green New 
Deal and tuition-free college are 
destructive and dangerous to 
the economy; I 
believe that the 
voters will echo 
that in May.”

The College 
D e m o c r a t s 
said that as a 
professor, Frie-
denberg is pav-
ing the way for 
other non-politi-
cians to run for 
elected office.

“If he were to 
win, it [would 
encourage] pos-
sible candidates 
to take the leap 
of faith against 
[other] career politicians,” 
Pathickal said. “Marc has set this 
example and his victory would 
encourage more people with dif-
ferent perspectives to run for 
office...I believe [his] strengths 
and positive actions will speak for 
itself in his race against [Keller].”

Students have differing lev-
els of interest in the race, 
likely because it is a special 
election, of which many seem  
not to be aware.

“I think students should be po-
litically active because they are 
the next generation of working 
people and the officials that they 
elect may directly affect their fu-

ture,” Brayden Yoder (freshman-
engineering) said.

Following the election some-
what closely, Keith Shearer ex-
pects Friedenberg’s momentum 
to carry him far in the race.

“I’ve been following Frieden-
berg since the past midterms,” 
Shearer (freshman-information 
sciences and technology) said. 

“His experience with [Penn 
State] and past 
time spent in 
the legal sector 
are very prom-
ising. He ap-
pears to have 
spent a lot of 
time campaign-
ing around the 
area and talking 
about his poli-
cies.”

In agree-
ment with Yo-
der, Shearer 
said voting in 
elections is im-
portant for stu-
dents to do.

“Turnout among younger vot-
ers in the [United States] seems 
to be increasing, but it is every 
citizen’s job to be informed on the 
issues and vote for your future,” 
Shearer said. 

“Voting is an incredible oppor-
tunity to control the issues that 
are important.”

The candidates will have a de-
bate at 8 a.m. on April 12 at Coun-
try Cupboard in Lewisburg. 

The voter registration deadline 
is April 22. Polls will be open from 
7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on May 21.

To email reporter: egh5129@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @erin_hogge. 

Political orgs weigh in on upcoming election

Awareness 
From Page 1.

Another event located in Room 
129 in the HUB is the Stand for 
State Student Program: Inter-
rupting Sexual and Relationship 
Violence, which will be held on 
April 9.

“We usually try to have some 
sort of bystander intervention 
training to help combat sexual vi-
olence so people can take a stand 
and step in for friends in need,” 
Mischler said.

Upon completion of the train-
ing, students can become Stand 
for State bystander intervention 
certified.

This year, UPUA partnered 
with the Gender Equity Cen-
ter, Panhellenic Council and the 
Department of Women’s, Gen-
der and Sexuality Studies to 
host Mira Sorvino, an Academy 
Award-winning actress. 

Her program, #MeToo: From 
Weinstein to Worldwide Advo-
cacy, will discuss her experience 
with sexual assault and creation 
of the #MeToo movement.  

“I think [#MeToo] has provid-
ed a way for people to talk about 
[sexual assault] with each other, 
that maybe [they] didn’t have as 
much before,” Penceck said.

To celebrate the conclusion 
of the week, UPUA is hosting 
its third-annual Sexual Violence 
Awareness & Prevention Gala 
in collaboration with Penn State 
Lion Ambassadors. 

The evening will include per-
formances by A Cappella groups, 
dance groups and an exhibition 
from a Penn State art student 
exploring the dynamics of rela-
tionships and sexual violence 
through a variety of art pieces.

“UPUA is really advocating 
that the Penn State population 
be aware of what happens sur-
rounding sexual violence on our 
campus and in our communi-
ties,” Mischler said, “and to en-
courage [students] to become 
equipped on how [they] can col-
laborate to effectively alleviate 
these problems.”

To email reporter: jec5789@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter @JordanCorley7.
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for your future.”

Keith Shearer

12th CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT RACE

Courtesy of Courtney Allen

Marc Friedenberg discusses his campaign at the Fraser Centre on  

Jan. 24.

Correction
In one of last week’s issues, an article regarding recycling  in 

State College and University Park asserted that Centre County was 
stockpiling recyclables due to a lack of marketing availability. This is 
factually incorrect. It also suggested that Centre County Recycling 

and Refuse Authority is currently debating whether to take up single 
stream recycling. In fact, these debates happened several years ago, 

and the recycling center decided against taking it up.  
The story has been updated online to reflect the correct information. 

The Daily Collegian apologizes for these errors. 
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Systemic racism, lack of  legitimacy 
prevalent in sexual assault trials

Recently, a former University 
of Kansas student Albert Wilson 
was sentenced to 12 years in 

prison after 
being charged 
with rape. 

Wilson was 
also sentenced to 
a lifetime of pro-
bation and a 
mandatory sex 
offender title for 
the events that 
transpired in 

September 2016.
 It has been reported that Wil-

son and the woman participated 
in “other sex acts,” but never 
had sexual intercourse, and the 
evidence — or lack thereof —
against Wilson has supporters 
creating a website detailing 
some questionable aspects of 
the incident.

This particular case has 
sparked a considerable amount 
of controversy online, particular-
ly on Twitter, because Wilson is 
a black man convicted based off 
of a young white woman’s word.

This is not a new story, espe-
cially in states that formerly fol-
lowed Jim Crow laws. 

Systematically, black men 
would be lynched and black 
women faced relentless sexual 
violence, regardless of circum-
stance. 

This systematic oppression, 
no matter how it is framed by 
those wishing to hide it, still 
exists today. 

It’s especially prevalent in the 
criminal justice system, through 

the disproportionate and often 
unfair sentencing of black men 
and women compared to that of 
white men and women with sim-
ilar charges.

I was obviously not present in 
the Lawrence College bar where 
the assault allegedly took place, 
and so I do not have any ability 
to pass judgement on what did 
or did not happen. 

It is an unfortunate outcome, 
no matter who one chooses to 
believe based on the evidence 
available.

What I can 
pass judgment 
on is that it is 
relevant to 
many of the 
larger prob-
lems that the 
United States 
experiences as 
a whole, espe-
cially when 
considering 
sexual assault 
laws and regu-
lations on col-
lege campuses.

Sexual assault on college 
campuses has been a pervasive 
legal issue in society since the 
sexual revolution of the mid-20th 
century. 

The frequency of sexual 
assault, which is widely accept-
ed to occur to roughly one in 
five collegiate women before 
graduation, is perpetuated by 
the ambiguous institutions and 
language that are put in place 
by both the legal system of the 

United States and the offices of 
the university.

Title IX and the Clery Act 
have failed to clearly define rape 
or establish effective bureaucra-
cies, both within and outside of 
the realm of higher education, 
so much so that the crime of 
rape itself has been de-legiti-
mized and difficult to prosecute. 

The result of this imprecision 
often leads to those who alleged-
ly committed the sexual being 
unjustly treated through non-

standardized 
legal practices 
and the victims 
not being legiti-
mized as a result.

This can be 
seen in this par-
ticular case – 
regardless of the 
verdict. 

The alleged 
rape will make 
those who believe 
in Wilson’s inno-
cence de-legiti-
mize other, more 
conclusive rape 

cases, which causes low report-
ing and legitimate conviction. 

Those who believe he’s guilty 
will continue to condone the 
often unfair discrimination pres-
ent in our justice system.

After all, Brock Turner, a 
white college-aged man now 
known by many, was only sen-
tenced to three months in jail 
after raping an unconscious 
22-year-old behind a dumpster. 

The difference in sentencing 

is seemingly incomprehensible, 
though not uncommon given 
the implicit biases of this coun-
try. Guiltiness aside, Wilson has 
been given an unfair sentence 
compared to other similar 
cases, and we cannot ignore 
that.

The lack of efficiency and 
effectiveness with regards to 
these policies is just as preva-
lent as the systematic injustice 
that exists in the United States. 

For example, it is also rea-
sonable to assume that the 
Clery Act has motivated cam-
pus officials to deter complaints 
of sexual assault because of 
bad press, civil suits against 
the university from the accused 
and difficulty verifying the 
crime.

The case of Wilson encom-
passes a rather large breadth 
of socio-political issues, many 
of which are difficult to com-
ment on and even more chal-
lenging to attempt to fix. 

What can be commented on, 
however, is the broken system 
in place when it comes to sexu-
al assault, especially on college 
campuses, and the systematic 
racism that has terrifyingly 
become commonplace in our 
judicial system.

Kaleigh Quinnan is a sopohomore 
majoring in visual arts and French busi-
ness and is a columnist for The Daily 
Collegian. Email her at kfq5020@psu.

edu or follow her on Twitter at  
@kaleigh_quinnan.
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This past week, Penn 
State confirmed two 
students were diag-
nosed with mumps, an 
announcement which 
comes a year after 24 
cases of the disease 
broke out last spring 
semester, further high-
lighting the need for 
people of all ages to get 
vaccinated.

Penn State requires 
all incoming students to 
be vaccinated measles, 
mumps and rubella 
upon starting at the uni-
versity, though like with 
any vaccine, there’s no 
guarantee that the MMR 
vaccine will totally pre-
vent the mumps, though 
it is overwhelmingly suc-
cessful.

According to the 
Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, 
a person with one dose 
of the MMR vaccine has 
a 78% lower chance of 
contracting the mumps 
and a person with two 
doses of the vaccine has 
an 88% lower chance of 
getting the disease.

It should be noted 
that the students who 
got mumps could’ve 
been vaccinated but 

the effectiveness of the 
vaccine wore off, as has 
been known to happen.

But that does not 
mean people shouldn’t 
get vaccinated.

And despite the re-
sounding effectiveness 
and a scientific consen-
sus that vaccines do 
not cause disorders like 
autism, people will still 
argue to the contrary as 
a reason not to give their 
child certain, or any, vac-
cines.

That irresponsibility 
raises several important 
issues, namely, what 
right does one parent 
have to endanger not 
just the lives of other 
kids by exposing them to 
these diseases, but their 
own kids as well?

Arguments will also 
be made that parents 
should have the choice 
and freedom to vac-
cinate their kids or not 

and those decisions 
should be respected, and 
sure, generally parents 
should be able to parent 
as they see fit.

But when it comes 
to the health and safety 
of children beyond your 
own, it’s hard to justify 
not vaccinating a child, 
or anyone for that mat-
ter.

Even Dr. Ben Carson, 
a Republican who is 
currently Secretary of 
Housing and Urban De-
velopment and a former 
pediatric neurosurgeon, 
said there is no reason 
good enough to allow 
previously eradicated 
diseases to return.

“Certain commu-
nicable diseases have 
been largely eradicated 
by immunization policies 
in this country and we 
should not allow those 
diseases to return by 
foregoing safe immu-

nization programs, for 
philosophical, religious, 
or other reasons when 
we have the means to 
eradicate them,” Carson 
said to Buzzfeed. 

And that’s a con-
servative, Republican 
doctor who’s saying that, 
not a liberal propaganda 
machine or someone 
who knows nothing 
about medicine.

He’s saying there’s 
literally no good reason 
to not vaccinate your 
kids — although it does 
get sticky to argue with 
anyone who chooses 
strictly based on reli-
gious reasons.

Carson also brings up 
a good point about the 
eradication of diseases.

The polio vaccine was 
invented by Dr. Jonas 
Salk in 1955, and there 
hasn’t been a United 
States native case of the 
disease, which killed 

or crippled hundreds 
of thousands of people, 
since 1979.

In 40 years, no one 
born in this country has 
gotten the disease and 
that’s all largely because 
people have been vac-
cinated against it and 
it’s consequently been 
eradicated.

So why can’t we try 
to do the same thing 
with mumps or measles 
or other communicable 
diseases?

Credit to Penn State 
here for not letting stu-
dents enroll who are not 
vaccinated and thus not 
endangering over 40,000 
other students. 

Take Temple Univer-
sity, one of the largest in 
Pennsylvania and in a 
major city, for example.

After 67 cases of 
mumps were announced 
by the university, 
Temple took to follow-
ing Penn State’s lead, 
and now has the same 
dosage requirement for 
admission.

So more schools, 
and parents, should use 
Penn State as a model 
and vaccinate their  
kids.

Mumps outbreak at Penn State 
highlights need for vaccines

For the safety of everyone involved, do the 
right thing — vaccinate your kids
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“This systematic 

oppression, no mat-

ter how it is framed 

by those wishing to 

hide it, still exists 

today... especially in 

the criminal justice 

system.” 

Kaleigh Quinnan

Columnist



By Tyler King
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Just over a year removed from 
the conclusion of his record-set-
ting Penn State career, basketball 
is still Shep Garner’s life.

It’s been his main focus for as 
long as he can remember. But 
outside of the fact you can often 
find him in a gym somewhere 
hoisting up shots from well be-
hind the 3-point line, Garner’s 
life is a far cry from what it was 
a year ago.

For starters, he gets paid. 
And secondly, unlike any of his 

games in a Penn State uniform, 
one game can make or break his 
future. 

His first year in the G League 
as a member of the Grand Rapids 
Drive (the Detroit Pistons’ affili-
ate) has come to an end, but he’s 

still acclimating himself to his 
new life.

“I’ve been adjusting to how the 
G League goes. It’s different than 
other leagues,” Garner said last 
month. “There’s just things that 
you have to deal with that you’re 
not really prepared for. As you go 
through it, you get used to it and 
you’re able to bounce back. The 
biggest thing is just staying ready 
for when your number is called.”

When Garner’s number is 
called, he’s showcasing himself 
in front of NBA executives, and 
it only takes one impressive per-
formance in front of one scout to 
earn him a shot in the NBA.

The G-League, formerly 
known as the D-League, has 
been around since 2001, but only 
recently began to gain national 
recognition. The G-League cur-
rently has 27 teams and will  

introduce a 28th in 2019. 
The league could quickly get to 

a point where all 30 NBA teams 
have a G-League affiliate. As the 
G-League continues to progress 
and brands itself not only as a 
minor league system for the NBA 
but also as an alternate for high 
school graduates that don’t want 
to go play in college, it’s going to 
be an attractive option for players 
on the outside looking in at the 
NBA.

“It’s an opportunity to play in 
front of people and try to make 
your mark — trying to show what 
you can do in front of NBA execs,” 
Garner told The Daily Collegian.

But the G-League still is just a 
minor league system. There’s no 
glamour to it whatsoever. Some 
players don’t even have names 
on the back of their jerseys. The 
in-game entertainment is littered 
with T-shirt tosses, trivia games 
and high-flying mascots dunking 
off of mini trampolines.

Most importantly, it’s one of 
the few instances in all of sports 
where everyone in attendance 
would prefer to be somewhere 
else. 

Everyone –– players, coaches, 
broadcasters –– all have a bigger 
goal in mind: the NBA. 

“It’s just a stepping stone,” 
Garner said. “You use it for what 
it’s worth. It’s not the worst thing 
in the world. You still get paid. 
You’re still a professional bas-
ketball player. You’re still playing 
against some of the best players 
in the world. Mostly, it’s a good 
opportunity.”

It’s also a grind. 
There’s 50 regular-season 

games in the G-League played 
over the course of a few short 
months and not a lot of free time 
in between. 

“We get in; we watch film; we 
go to practice and get ready for a 
game,” Garner said. “It’s a lot of 
games like back-to-back-to-back. 
You might get one day off, maybe 
two days off, you might get a prac-
tice in. It’s a lot of just maintain-
ing your body, staying strong.”

Even though Garner doesn’t 
get a lot of off days, he still has 
time for his alma mater.

He was able to catch Penn 
State’s road matchup at Michigan 
on Jan. 3 during one of his own off 
days. And a few weeks ago, Gar-
ner made the trip back to Happy 
Valley for the Nittany Lions’ se-
nior day win over Illinois.

Garner was honored at half-
time, along with a few dozen 
other former players, during the 
game against Illinois. No player 
received more of an ovation than 
Garner. 

“I love Penn State, and I know 
they love me back,” Garner said. 
“I had a great four years there. I 
think I left a great legacy there, 
and it’s great to have that support 
from you school –– somewhere 
that you gave your blood, sweat 
and tears to.”

Not many Nittany Lions get 
the chance to play professionally 
when their time playing in the 
Bryce Jordan Center is up. Any 
time a former Penn State player 
makes it to the next level, the fans 
show their support. 

Two fans wore custom Garner 
G-League jerseys to a handful of 
games this season and Garner 
said it brought a smile to his face 
when it popped up on his Twitter 
feed.

“I really appreciate the fans fol-
lowing me as much as they do,” 
Garner said. “It definitely doesn’t 
go unseen or unnoticed.”

       
 ***

No one has to tell Shep Garner 
what his role is. 

The self-aware guard from 
Chester, Pennsylvania, knows 
he’ll likely never be a player that 
averages 25 points per game. 
In his final two seasons at Penn 
State, he stepped to the side and 
let Tony Carr and Lamar Stevens 
be the go-to scorers on offense. 

“My last two years, I felt as if 
being a part of something special 
was more important than me try-
ing to score 25 points a game,” 
Garner said. “When you’re do-
ing it with people that you grew 
up with and do it with you friends 
and your brothers, it’s a little bit 
more special.”

Garner still started every game 
and played over 30 minutes per 

game, but his role was different. 
His job was to first and foremost 
be a leader, but also to hit open 
shots and compete on the defen-
sive end. 

Now in the G-League, Garner’s 
mentality is the same. 

“I know what I’m here for. I 
know what they brought me in 
for and that’s to shoot the ball,” 
Garner said. “My role is going 
to go in there and hit open shots. 
That’s what I’m prepared to do. 
I’ve been working real hard and 
just waiting for my opportunity 
and anytime I get it, I’m ready to 
play.”

Garner has certainly embraced 
his role as a shooter. This season, 
over 75% of his shots came from 
beyond the arc and over 77% of 
his made 3-pointers have been 
assisted. 

But as the old saying goes, you 
live by the three and die by the 
three. That’s the perfect way to 
describe Garner’s first season of 
professional basketball.

His shot shooting has led to 
games like his career-high 23 
points on Dec. 29 in Wisconsin. 

“I blew up. I had a huge game 
out there,” Garner said of his ca-
reer-best performance. “We were 
losing, I caught fire, and we came 
back and won.”

But on the flip slide, he’s had 
games like the one on Jan. 25 
when he went 2-of-9 from 3-point 
range. It’s just the reality of Gar-
ner’s new situation.

It might lead to him getting a 
10-day contract on an NBA team, 
but it also might lead to a career 
in Europe, where several other 
former Nittany Lions have pro-
longed their own professional 
careers.

For now, he’s going to chase his 
dream of playing in the NBA for 
as long as he can.

“Europe isn’t going anywhere,” 
he said. “I can chase that when-
ever I want. I just thought I can 
take advantage of what was right 
in front of me, and that’s what I’m 
doing. This is what’s in front of 
me.”

To email reporter: tbk5155@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @King_TylerB.

Courtesy of NBA Getty Images

Former Penn State men’s basketball player Shep Garner shoots the 

ball during a G-League game as a member of the Grand Rapids Drive.

Garner uses G-League to chase NBA dream
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Penn State tops Ohio State
By Shane Connelly

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

In front of a whiteout crowd in 
Panzer Stadium, No. 1 Penn State 
earned its sixth-straight win over 

No. 7 Ohio State.
The Nittany Li-

ons defeated the 
Buckeyes by a 
score of 13-8.

Penn State is now 2-0 in Big Ten 
play. The Nittany Lions travel to 
Ann Arbor to take on Michigan on 
Saturday, April 13 for their third 
game of the conference schedule.

Not the typical start
Penn State has made a habit 

of building insurmountable first-
quarter lead, but it wasn’t the 
case against Ohio State.

The Nittany Lions struck first, 
but from then on neither team 
could pull away.

Gerard Arceri struggled at the 
faceoff X in the opening quarter, 
going 1-for-7 against Justin Ina-
cio.

Penn State was able to con-

vert when the it had possession, 
shooting 100 percent from the 
field off of just three shots. 

By comparison, Ohio State 
equaled the Nittany Lions’ goal 
total on nine more attempts.

By the time the second quarter 
rolled around, Arceri found his 
rhythm. He went 5-for-6 at the fa-
ceoff X. Penn State benefited from 
Arceri’s uptick and outscored the 
Buckeyes 4-1 in the quarter.

Return to form for Grant 

Ament
After missing a game against 

Cleveland State due to a lower-
body injury, Grant Ament re-
turned to the lineup for Penn 
State’s win over Maryland.

Ament admitted that he was 
not fully healthy for the game, 
and it affected his play. He went 
down with an injury in the second 
quarter, but was able to make it 
back to the field and complete the 
game.

He finished with just two as-
sists and zero goals off of four 

shots, resulting in a season-low 
for points.

Against Ohio State, Ament ap-
peared to show no signs of linger-
ing injury. He doubled his points 
total from last week in the first 
half alone.

Overall, the attackman finished 
the day with eight points off two 
goals and six assists.

Cole Willard comes up big 

for the second game in a 

row
Cole Willard entered the game 

with just two goals on the season, 
but he has made his presence felt 
since the start of Penn State’s Big 
Ten schedule.

Willard was crucial to the Nit-
tany Lions’ victory against Mary-
land. 

Following a long drought that 
lasted the entire second quarter, 
the sophomore was substituted in 
and converted a goal.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

MEN’S  
LACROSSE

Ken Minamoto/Collegian

Nick Spillane (13) and Ohio State’s Joey Salisbury (39) try to gain  

possession of a loose ball during the game on April 7.
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FOR RENT 1 
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE ONE bed rom 
apartment yearly lease (up to 3 students, 
$1200PM); August 2019-2020. Walk to 
campus located Beaver Plaza Apartment 
(across Hyatt hotel), text or call at 814-
571-7624

ONE BEDROOM APT available 8/1/2019, 
at the Meridian, State College PA, fully 
furnished. Two people is $661 per per-
son, or one person will pay $1322. 
contact mvs5@psu.edu

FOR RENT 2 
BEDRM

APARTMENT PENN TOWER Building! 
Up to 4 or 5 people- downtown State 
College. $2400-$2600 per month. Fully 
Furnished. Utilities included in rent, 
except cable, internet, and phone. Large 
Balcony. Available August 2019. Deal 
Directly with Owner. If interested, Contact 
Ann at aeto11@yahoo.com or 
803-795-5580 for more information.

UNIVERSITY GATEWAY 2 bedroom 2 
bathroom furnished apartment on College 
Ave. across campus $525/ 4 people. 
August 2019- 2020. 814-482-0078

FOR RENT 3 
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE 3BR-1 bath town 
house, close to campus, bus route, walk-
ing distance; up to 3-4 students 
($1200PM) with 3-4 parking available, 
August 2018-2019, call at 814-571-7624

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE AUGUST: VERY nice 3 bed-
room apartment for 3 in duplex; year 
lease; 6 blocks west of campus; near bus 
stop or walking distance; no pets; FREE 
PARKING; heat, etc. included in rent; 
$470/mo. per person + electric; 
814-234-1812. Leave message.

FOR SALE
HELP WITH WRITING- Professional 
Editor offering proofreading services and 
optimization suggestion on all forms of 
written work. 
Contact KLGrammarFiz@gmail.com

B U Y  I T
L i o n  s l i s t'S EL L  I T R ENT  I T

© 2019 PuzzleJunction.com

W O R D  S E A R C H

C r o s s w o r d

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Krittika Shahani (freshman-computer science) smiles after getting powder thrown at her during the Hindu festival, 
Holi, hosted by the Indian Culture and Language Club and South Asian Student Association on Sunday, April 7.

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Kids throw powder on Arya Anand (sophomore- political science) during the 
Hindu festival, Holi, hosted by the Indian Culture and Language Club and 
South Asian Student Association on Sunday, April 7.

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Dance group Penn State JaDhoom performs during the Hindu festival, Holi, hosted by the Indian Culture and 
Language Club and South Asian Student Association at the HUB-Robeson Center lawn on Sunday, April 7.

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Cups of colored powder cover a table during the Hindu festival, Holi, hosted by the 
Indian Culture and Language Club and South Asian Student Association.

Celebration of Color 
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Humans versus Zombies part X
By Lilly Forsyth

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

A hint of orange peeked out 
behind a bush as a zombie ap-
proached, unaware of its impend-
ing demise. With a quick flick of 
the trigger, the human hit his tar-
get before moving to his next.

The 10th-annual Humans ver-
sus Zombie Invitational hosted by 
the Urban Gaming Club turned 
Happy Valley into a “wasteland” 
on April 6 as 428 participants with 
Nerf blasters struggled to make it 
to the final mission.

This number of participants 
broke previous records, adding 
a special element to the entire 
event.

“It’s very humbling,” former 
president Daniel Downes said of 
the numbers. “It’s really genu-
inely humbling to see a bunch of 
nerds and all kinds of people who 
all get together and do this for 
fun.”

Preparation for the event be-
gan last year. Downes knew he 
wanted this year’s event to be 
special given the anniversary.

For the first time, the invita-
tional was a two-part ordeal, 
with the humans versus zombie  

portion on Saturday and a player 
versus player portion on Sunday.

“We’re just trying to bring PVP 
more to campus and introduce 
that aspect of the game,” adviser 
Joshua Frantz said.

Frantz explained that Southern 
Maryland’s and Blair County’s 
Houses of Nerf helped organized 
the large-scale event.

Downes was one of roughly 
a dozen mediators in charge of 
over 400 gamers. He explained 
this proportion was “overwhelm-
ing,” but he expressed having no 
regrets.

Kelsey Harman, dressed in a 
black leather jacket and dark lip-
stick, portrayed a “biker queen” 
zombie for the event. However, 
after the humans failed to defeat 
her character during the second 
mission of the day, she returned 
with vengeance as an invincible 
character.

“As an [non-player charac-
ter] who then became a rageful 
zombie… I imagined I was this 
biker queen who got wronged and 
thought, ‘Okay, now it’s time for 
me to get my revenge,’” Harman 
(freshman-recreation, park and 
tourism management) said.

After the failure, Harman  

visited the separated 
headquarters of both the 
humans and zombies to 
get a feel for the atmo-
sphere. She said the hu-
mans had been worried 
about how their misstep 
would affect them, while 
the zombies were thrilled.

“When [Alex] Archer 
told them ‘Oh, by the way, 
remember the fact that 
they failed the mission 
because they missed a 
[non-player character]?’” 
Harman said. “‘Well, she’s 
mad. Say hello to your bik-
er queen.’”

The exciting atmo-
sphere from the zombies 
reminded Harman of her 
prior experience in the 
Blue Band.

“Rushing out of that 
tunnel at a Beaver Stadi-
um white out, I have never 
felt that kind of adrenaline 
in my life,” she said, “until 
walking down those stairs 
as an NPC turned unstun-
nable tank. This is peak 
awesome.”

Involved with the club 
since 2012, Harman had 
the opportunity to interact in the 
games in different roles, moving 
up from a human to a key charac-
ter in the storyline. She was not 
shy about her enthusiasm for the 
event and club.

“The beautiful part about HvZ 
is that no matter what side you’re 
on, your adrenaline is going,” she 
said. “I’ve been doing this for way 
too long.”

Her continued interaction with 
the club has allowed Harman to 
build relationships with many of 
the players. Harman joked that 
she could probably provide 250 of 
the players’ first and last names 
and remember which event she 
first met them.

According to the theme, the 
apocalypse had hit University 
Park and the gamers were trying 
to survive in a post-apocalyptic 
era.

“This is kind of our love letter to 
that [science-fiction and fantasy] 
genre, stereotypes and tropes, 
even in cheesy ways sometimes,” 
Downes said.

Gamers dressed accordingly 
as some wore smudged face 
paint and capes while one person 

carried a makeshift shield made 
of duct tape and a piece of a gym 
mat. A man in a ghillie, or cam-
ouflage, suit stood out from the 
masses.

Over 20 universities and vari-
ous individuals from across the 
nation made up the two popula-
tions. Zombies were identified by 
an orange headband and green 
armband, while humans only 
wore green armbands.

According to event leadership, 
this passion sometimes trans-
lates into more risky behavior 
which results in minor injuries.

“[The biggest issues are] one, 
people going where they shouldn’t 
go,” Frantz said, “and going over 
obstacles in an inappropriate way 
in an attempt to be cool.”

Downes added that jumping 
over chain-link fences is another 
common occurrence that results 
in players getting their feet stuck 
and becoming injured. He also al-
luded to a mishap that involved 
a sheet-layer cake that was  
destroyed.

Beyond the small bumps and 
bruises acquired throughout the 
day was the action itself. Players 
traveled all across campus, toting 

various Nerf blasters and foam 
weapons. Breathing heavily, Kai-
Uwe Konrad ran into the Osmond 
Building before plopping ungra-
ciously into the closest seat. Un-
derneath a white construction 
hat labeled “Brain Protector,” 
Konrad’s sweaty face looked ex-
hausted.

Konrad (freshman-economics 
and mathematics) had served 
as a human “map” for the Red 
Squad, a group from Athens, 
Ohio, whom he described as 
“good shots.”

Konrad carried a triple-spring 
blaster that carried 60 rounds 
and had a pump action mecha-
nism, a device he described is for 
those interested in playing “fairly 
accurately.”

Hours away from the close of 
the invitational, Downes sum-
marized the goal of the event and 
club in a few phrases:

“You get to come out, shoot 
your friends, have fun and just for-
get about exams for a few hours. 
That’s what we get to bring to the 
community.”

To email reporter: lnf5121@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @lillyforsyth_.

Eric Firestine/Collegian

Alyssa Szczypien (senior - linguistics), a student from Binghamton University, 

cheers during a game of Humans vs. Zombies on Saturday, April 6.

Eric Firestine/Collegian

Michael Needs, right, is “stabbed” by Captain Xavier from the back dur-

ing a game of Humans vs. Zombies on Saturday, April 6. 
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