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Men’s basketball making history by believing in each other
By Tyler Millen
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Every day on the walk from his 
car to his office inside of the Bryce 
Jordan Center, Micah Shrews-
berry sees the same picture, the 
same four former Nittany Lions 
who give the second-year head 
coach a constant reminder — a 
reminder that his program has 
longed for an NCAA Tournament 
appearance. 

On that walk, Shrewsberry sees 
Talor Battle, Jeff Brooks, David 
Jackson and Andrew Jones, a 
core four who all share one thing 
in common: They were members 
of the last Penn State tournament 
team in 2011. 

Sitting on a wall inside the BJC, 
this voiceless, motionless group 
of Nittany Lions sitting at a po-
dium for a presser ahead of the 
2011 NCAA Tournament are an 
everyday reminder that Shrews-
berry wanted his players and this 
current group to have the same 
experience those four did. 

Announced as the 14th head 
coach in Penn State history on 
March 15, 2021, Shrewsberry has 
orchestrated one of the nation’s 
most improbable turnarounds, 
turning a historically dominant 
football school into a community 

passionate about basketball, an 
unheard-of construct in State 
College. 

Just two years after taking the 
reins, a veteran unit with a young 
and motivated head coach has 
rewritten the history books time 
and time again, etching itself into 
Penn State immortality one win 
at a time by simply believing in 
each other and the process. 

On the walls of the Nittany Li-
ons’ locker room in the historic 
United Center in Chicago — the 
same building that Bulls legend 
Michael Jordan called home — 
the blue and white called upon 
the TV show “Ted Lasso” for in-
spiration, using one simple word 
that would take a bubble team 
to a true tournament threat with  
national championship aspira-
tions. 

“Believe,” written in big blue 
letters on a vibrant gold back-
ground, quickly became the em-
bodiment of three wins in three 
days, as the team took down the 
Big Ten’s best in the process and 
reached the conference finals for 
the first time since 2011, an all too 
familiar year for the program. 

“I say it all the time that nobody 
believes in those guys like I do,” 
Shrewsberry said. “They believe 
in each other the same way. I 

think that’s the biggest thing is 
they’re trusting each other. We’re 
starting to do our jobs, so the 
trust has been building for a long 
time.”

With Penn State back on the 
national stage and back in the Big 
Dance for the first time in over a 
decade, a fictitious soccer coach 
played by Jason Sudeikis trans-
forming the culture and fanbase 
of a fake soccer team, AFC Rich-
mond, is much like Shrewsberry 
who has made Nittany nation  
believe in the program again. 

Much like the team in the show, 
the Nittany Lions play with a 
unique sense of togetherness, a 
special brand of basketball that’s 
built upon the pillars of veteran 
leadership from fifth-years Jalen 
Pickett, Camren Wynter, Myles 
Dread and Andrew Funk, whose 
play on the court transcends just 
made baskets and long-range 
3-pointers. 

With senior forward Seth Lun-
dy as an emotional leader on both 
the offensive and defensive end of 
the floor, Penn State has captured 
the hearts of a community longing 
for basketball success because of 
its ability to never give up, play to-
gether and believe, concepts that 
have bolted the Nittany Lions to 
a 10-seed in this year’s NCAA  

Tournament. “These guys don’t 
let anything rattle them, be-
ing down against Maryland, be-
ing down against Purdue; until 
the horn goes off, we still got 
a chance,” Shrewsberry said. 
“They really believe that, so 
there’s never a lead that’s safe.”

Leading a mixed bag of expe-
rienced transfers, highly touted 
freshman and under-recruited 
castaways, Shrewsberry has 
been the catalyst for success 
while learning how to build that 
belief at every single stop, which 
includes a long list of teams like 
Purdue, Butler and the Boston 
Celtics. 

While Shrewsberry has devel-
oped prominent NBA All-Stars 
like Jayson Tatum, Jaylen Brown 
and Gordon Hayward and made 
them believe in their own abili-
ties, he has built a culture of belief 
all over the country, even when he 
had to wash clothes and drive the 
team around at NAIA school, IU 
South Bend. 

Despite making the tourna-
ment a number of times with Pur-
due and coaching alongside Brad 
Stevens in back-to-back national 
championship games, Shrews-
berry will coach in his first NCAA 
Tournament game as a head 
coach, unfamiliar territory that 

he and his team are prepared for. 
“You take it for granted some-

times when you’re at a program 
and you go every single year,” 
Shrewsberry said. “You just ex-
pect it, and then you forget about 
how hard it is to get there. That’s 
what we’ve done, that’s what 
we’ve accomplished, and like I 
said, we’re not gonna take our 
foot off the gas. We gotta keep 
playing, but we got to enjoy this, 
and I’m gonna enjoy it.”

Shrewsberry has pushed his 
squad to compete with Buzz Wil-
liams’ Aggies, who are one of the 
SEC’s most physically imposing 
teams, and despite their ability to 
score the ball at an elite level, be-
lief remains Penn State’s mantra 
and mentality. 

While both teams closed their 
postseason campaigns with loss-
es in their conference champion-
ship games, Shrewsberry recog-
nized how the Big Ten gauntlet 
prepared his resilient and never-
say-die group for the best teams 
in the country. 

“We believe in each other, we 
believe in our abilities, and we 
believe we can win every single 
game that we play.” 

To email reporter: tjm6958@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @tmillen15.

Micah Shrewsberry says success for men’s basketball program comes with ‘moving forward’
By Seth Engle
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

With a Big Ten Championship 
appearance under its belt and an 
NCAA Tournament game loom-
ing ahead — both firsts since 2011 
— the more Penn State achieves, 
the more lucrative Micah Shrews-
berry looks as an option for more 
advanced basketball programs.

Connections to open coach-
ing positions at Georgetown and 
Notre Dame have prompted 
questions surrounding Shrews-
berry’s future with the Nittany 
Lions, a program that will soon 
have to determine its plans to 
continue developing its budding 
basketball program.

Contract extension aside, 
Shrewsberry’s fate will come 
down to whether the university 
is ready to make a sizable invest-
ment to compete in all aspects 
with the programs that have re-
portedly shown interest in the 
prized headman.

“As you’re building a program, 
as you’re growing a program, 

you can’t take steps backward,” 
Shrewsberry said on Monday. 
“That’s the biggest thing. You 
have to constantly be moving  
forward.”

There may be no program 
in the country that has grown 
as quickly as Penn State since 
Shrewsberry took over as head 
coach two years ago.

In his first recruiting cycle in 
2022, Shrewsberry hauled in the 
highest-ranked class in school 
history and followed up with 
another top-30 class for 2023, a 
group highlighted by highly tout-
ed 4-star forward Carey Booth.

Shrewsberry’s impact on the 
Nittany Lions began to grow 
even before winning basketball 
games. But now that the wins 
are piling up, Penn State has a 
golden opportunity to make itself  
consistently competitive.

“You don’t want to lose momen-
tum,” Shrewsberry said. “You 
want to continue to gain, you want 
to continue to do things. Wheth-
er this helps us in recruiting, 
whether this helps us in NIL or  

marketing, whatever it may be, 
you have to build off of this be-
cause this is the excitement level 
right now.”

After an NCAA Tournament ap-
pearance, continued competitive-
ness likely begins in re-signing 
Shrewsberry to an extension. But 
the means in which an extension 
gets signed comes down to the 
agreement that Penn State will 
improve nearly every facet of its 
basketball program.

It’s no secret that Shrewsber-
ry’s potential suitors, George-
town and Notre Dame — two con-
sistent tournament teams — are 
far ahead of the Nittany Lions in 
terms of historical and general 
focus toward basketball.

Roaring crowds of 107,000 pack 
into Beaver Stadium nearly ev-
ery Saturday in the fall, but only 
a fraction of those fans show the 
same passion toward the bas-
ketball team, which struggled to 
fill over 60% of the Bryce Jordan 
Center with each home game in 
Shrewsberry’s first season.

But as Penn State marched on 

and continued to compete for the 
postseason, fans began to fill the 
seats more than they likely have 
since the coronavirus-shortened 

season, which may show a shift in 
anticipation toward the program.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

Ryan Bowman/Collegian

Micah Shrewsberry calls a play during Penn State’s game against  
Michigan on Jan. 9 at the Bryce Jordan Center.

Graphic by Ella Freda
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DROP IT LIKE IT’S HOT
By Leonardo Frepoli

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Steven Segel and Max Gold-
berg were both juniors attending 
business classes at Indiana Uni-
versity Bloomington when they 
decided to create a new music 
discovery app.

Segel and Goldberg are now the 
co-founders of HotDrop, which 
aims to connect musicians with 
audiences and grow their fanbase 
without the constraints currently 
created by music labels on apps 
such as Spotify or Apple Music. 

The pair have worked together 
for years outside of Boston and 
are looking to put a spotlight on 
college students looking to get 
their product out there to the 
masses. 

“Ninety percent of independent 
artists have zero plays on the 
music they released to Spotify, so 
there are millions of artists out 
there… no one’s heard them,” 
Goldberg said. “So for us, we see 
this almost as democratization 
that’s inevitable in the music in-
dustry… We’d like to give more 
artists a voice and a moment of 
exposure that the fans decide.

According to Segel, one of the 
obstacles he and Goldberg saw 
as college students is that many 
music discovery apps created be-
fore 2010 don’t have an intuitive 
design or a connection with the 
“Gen Z audience.”

“If you look at a lot of the more 
social apps nowadays, they’ve 
completely reinvented how con-
tent is discovered and how quick 
you can discover different forms 
of content,” Segel said. “I think 
it really just deems the playlist  
obsolete at this point.”

On HotDrop, artists upload 
their music on a web browser 
application called “HotDrop 
studio,” which allows them to 
upload and organize songs and  
successive releases.

Artists may choose which 
“30-second snippets” of their 
songs they wish to upload.

The listeners, on the other 
hand, interact with the iOS app 
and have the capability to create 

a library and start listening to the 
complete tracks. 

To the cofounders, the algo-
rithms put in place on Spotify, 
TikTok or Apple Music are “part 
of the problem.” 

“Our thinking is that algo-
rithms — traditionally on really 
popular music apps — very much 
pigeonhole listeners into a very 
selective, almost echo chamber 
and experience… We’re hearing 
a lot of the same stuff,” Goldberg 
said. 

“So, our approach has been 
to present new artists and con-
tent frequently to users and give 
users more control over the  
discovery experience.”

The initial version of HotDrop 
was launched in September 2021 
and used a swiping left or right 
feature to like or dislike songs — 
much like popular dating apps 
such as Tinder or Bumble. 

The current design of HotDrop 
consists of an “endless vertical 

feed” of music content more akin 
to TikTok or Instagram Reels.

 “We’ve seen a tremendous 
amount of uploads from artists 
on all Big Ten campuses, as well 
as outside the Big Ten,” Gold-
berg said. “There’s so much tal-
ent on campuses. But they’re lost 
in a sea of content and a sea of  
industry politics.”

For student music creators at 
Penn State, HotDrop can be a 
way to get more exposure. 

One such student is Jack 
Odell, who works as a producer, 
songwriter and a mixing and  
mastering engineer.

“I think that’s why this app is 
so great. It allows independent 
artists to get their music onto a 
platform that people are going 
to specifically to listen to these 
independent artists,” Odell (ju-
nior-sound engineering) said. 
“Most people don’t realize how 
hard it is to actually make it as an  
independent artist.”

Odell said he tries to help  
develop other upcoming artists 
around campus, observing their 
potential and letting them grow 
using his experience in music  
recording.

He said his team of three peo-
ple books shows, records and 
produces music, and promotes 
artists to get more exposure. 

“Just the three of us are the 
ones doing all of it,” Odell said. 
“So, it’s so difficult, but if you 
were a part of a label, for instance, 
they have such a large network  
already.”

HotDrop’s co-founders said 
they believe their app can be the 
perfect solution to this problem, 
so it can cater more to the needs 
of music enthusiasts.

Goldberg said most of the time, 
artists promoted on popular 
music apps such as Spotify “al-
ready have tremendous follow-
ings and a substantial amount of  
resources.”

“What we discovered when we 
were college kids is that there’s 
just this obsession over following 
and finding the little guy — find-
ing a new artist who’s about to 
break out — and almost taking 
ownership or being competi-
tive with friends over being the 
person that finds that new star,” 
Goldberg said.

Segel and Goldberg are aiming 
to set up a marketing campaign 
at University Park during the sec-
ond quarter of 2023 to give Hot-
Drop a physical presence at Penn 
State.

“We want to provide that op-
portunity for as many people 
as possible and really truly de-
mocratize becoming famous and 
building fame and fandom in 
the music industry,” Segel said. 
“And we’d love to help Penn State  
student-artists do that.”

To email reporter: ljf5365@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @LeonardoFrepoli.

OK Otter’s new bops
By Abigail Shanley

FOR THE COLLEGIAN

OK Otter, a Pennsylvania-based 
indie rock band with strong State 
College roots, has a year-long 
campaign planned for new songs 
to be released on the fourth Fri-
day of each month, with the most 
recent being “The Machine” for 
the month of February.

“The Machine” is about “leav-
ing your cushy job to go do [what] 
you know your passion is,” ac-
cording to OK Otter’s founder, 
songwriter and guitarist Michael 
Doyle.

Doyle, a Penn State graduate, 
said he was inspired to write the 
song based on a podcast from 
stand-up comedian Bert Kreisch-
er, who told the story of how he 
quit his job to pursue his dreams.

“[Bert Kreischer] worked with 
the travel channel and had a 
great job, but all his friends re-
ally [said], ‘You’re meant to be a 
stand-up comedian,’” Doyle said.

Doyle said he even named 
the song after Kreischer, whose  
nickname is “The Machine.”

“It was kind of …. a subtle nod 
to [him],” Doyle said.

Rob Bonsell, the drummer for 
OK Otter, said he first met Doyle 
two years ago after Bonsell’s  
former band “dropped off.”

A percussion teacher on the 
side, Bonsell went on Craigslist 
and looked at musician ads. 
He then responded to Doyle’s 
ad, “and everything kind of fell  
together.”

For “The Machine,” Bonsell 
“got it, laid down the drums and 
sent it to [Doyle], and he said it 
was good.”

“I’m more of an arranger,” 
Bonsell said. “He’s more of a real-
ly good writer, and I think it works 
really well together.”

Joe Tombasco, OK Otter’s key-

boardist and bassist, is also a 
Penn State graduate who first 
met Doyle in college through  
mutual friends.

“[Tombasco] also is supreme-
ly talented. He’s such a talented 
keyboard player,” Bonsell said. 
“He lays down the bass notes 
with his left hand, and he plays 
the keys with his right hand.”

Tombasco, who is also a 
Penn State Blue Band alumnus, 
“started really playing piano” 
when in college and did “musi-
cal stuff around town.”

“State College is a wonderful, 
wonderful hidden gem of a town 
to play music, and the people 
here are fantastic,” Tombasco 
said. “There’s a lot of venues, 
and we’re blessed here to have 
the good positivity.”

The next release from OK Ot-
ter is called “The Toad,” which 
will be released March 24. 

“‘Toad’ is a really kickass 
tune… I’m looking forward to 
playing it,” Tombasco said. “It’s 
got a lot of movements in the 
song, and maybe that has to do 
with the frog jumping.”

According to Doyle, “The 
Toad” is the second song he 
ever wrote “back in high school” 
that had never been released 
before now.

“It’s about a toad that’s walk-
ing through the road, and some 
guy’s trying to get by and he’s like, 
‘This is my road,’ and they just 
get in a fight,” Doyle said. “It’s 
a children’s song, but it’s not…  
obviously a children’s song.” 

Doyle said he never took mu-
sic “seriously,” until later, when 
he realized “music is the heart.” 

According to Bonsell, OK Ot-
ter’s main goal is to “just try to 
have fun, and hopefully it wears 
off on the people.”

Visit collegian.psu.edu to 
read the full story.

Reading program relaxes
By Mercedes Hamilton

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

The Schlow Centre Region 
Library has provided the State 
College community with in-
formation, resources and pro-
grams since its opening in 1957.

On Jan. 30, the library kicked 
off its fifth annual Winter Read-
ing Program, which will run un-
til March 30.

Karen Lambert, an adult ser-
vices librarian, runs the Sum-
mer and Winter Reading Pro-
grams at the Schlow Library. 

“It’s something to tide you 
over and get you through those 
unbearable cold months,” Lam-
bert said. “Happy Valley is very 
cold, snowy and gray.”

Lambert said the program 
has activities and prizes for 
many age groups, previously 
having participants ranging 
from ages 11 to 80. However, she 
said there usually aren’t many 
teens involved.

After registering for the pro-
gram through the library’s 
website, participants are able 
to keep a book log and complete 
activity quests online.

Lambert said this format is 
“flexible,” allowing those who 
travel during the winter or sum-
mer to log their books from  
anywhere.

According to Lambert, some 
winter activity quests include 
reading to family, watching a 
movie through Kanopy and at-
tending virtual author Q&As and 
a book bingo challenge.

“For book bingo, there is a 
list of genres,” she said. ”Once 
[participants] finish reading five 
books, they get points that go  
toward the final drawing.”

Lambert said book bingo 
breaks participants out of their 

“reading comfort zone” with cat-
egories like mystery and diverse 
authors.

“One of my favorite activities 
in the reading program is bingo 
because the different categories 
encourage me to look for genres 
of books that I might not oth-
erwise read,” reading program  
participant Tori Indivero Picht 
said.

Indivero Picht said she learned 
about the program through the 
Schlow Book Club, which she 
joined after moving to Centre 
County in 2011. 

“I participate in part because 
I love a good book-related chal-
lenge and also because I had 
heard that my participation helps 
Schlow receive funding,” Indivero 
Picht said.

Community member Megan 
Leathers said she’s been par-
ticipating in the program since it 
started, and her kids participate as 
well. Like Indivero Picht, Leath-
ers said she enjoys the book bingo 
activity because the challenge 
gives her the opportunity to read 
books she’s never seen before. 
She said the program is “pared 
down” for younger age groups 
but still includes interesting  
activities.

“At this time of the year, they 
also have the Centre County 
Reads book, which is ‘Remark-
ably Bright Creatures’ by Shelby 
Van Pelt, so you can get a prize 
for reading that book and writing 
a review about it,” Leathers said.

She said readers of the novel 
get to see the world from an oc-
topus’s point of view, making it “a 
very interesting story about how 
lives weave together” that she 
wouldn’t have read if the library 
hadn’t featured it this year.

Participants receive points for 
completing challenges and read-

ing books. These points can then 
be used as entries into prize raf-
fles, which are categorized by age 
group. The final drawing will be 
on April 4.

Indivero Picht said she has 
won Dairy Queen coupons in the 
past, while last summer she was

able to pick from a selection 
of books as her prize, and she 
chose “Greenlights” by Matthew  
McConaughey.

According to Leathers, the 
summer reading program is “a 
bit more extensive” than the win-
ter reading program with more 
quests and weekly prizes. 

“Last summer, one of the ac-
tivities was an online scavenger 
hunt all about Schlow,” Indivero 
Picht said. “I learned about some 
of the library’s history and its re-
sources that I didn’t know about 
before.” 

Lambert said the library sees 
a higher number of program par-
ticipants during the summer, but 
the winter program has grown in 
recent years with new activities 
added each year.

“Certainly the past couple 
years have been difficult with 
[the pandemic] and stuff,” Lam-
bert said. “I’m just trying to give 
people a break from their daily 
professional stressors.” 

Leathers said the pandemic 
affected many programs at the 
library, such as in-person author 
visits and Research Unplugged, 
where Penn State professors dis-
cussed their research topics at 
the library.

She said the library is moving 
toward returning to its former 
“glory” with in-person book clubs, 
board game meetups and knitting 
club, as well as in-person events 
for children.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

Courtesy of Steven Segel 

Steven Segel (left) and Max Goldberg created HotDrop, a music discovery app that allows independent artists to gain more exposure. “There’s so 
much talent on campuses. But they’re lost in a sea of industry politics,” Goldberg said.

Tyler Mantz/Collegian

The Schlow Centre Region Library’s Winter Reading Program will run through March 30, providing commu-
nity members with reading activities and prizes.

Courtesy of Michael Doyle

OK Otter plans to release new songs on the fourth Friday of every month 
during 2023. The next release is “The Toad.”



The Daily Collegian LOCAL Friday, March 17, 2023 | Page 3

25 years of  World Campus
By Katie Knol
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

From paper manuals to CDs 
to the internet, Penn State World 
Campus has constantly evolved 
in the 25 years it’s been offering 
classes. 

Starting in 1998, it offered class-
es intended for adult learners to 
finish their college education. 

Associate Vice Provost for 
online education at Penn State 
World Campus Karen Pollack 
said she started in 1998 and knew 
right away online education was 
going to be “the future.”

Pollack said flexibility was 
especially important in serving 
World Campus students. 

“Adult learners, who by this 
time have families they’re sup-
porting, could also be taking care 
of their own parents but really 
had a desire to finish what they 
started,” Pollack said. “As we’ve 
gone on, [our understanding] 
has really become more nuanced 
to those populations and their 
unique needs.” 

According to Pollack, the 
coronavirus pandemic and in-
person classes shutting down 
led to a change in World Campus  
enrollment. 

“Suddenly, a more traditional 
student audience became aware 

of our existence,” Pollack said.
Mike Dawson, assistant direc-

tor of external communications 
for Penn State, said students 
have “gotten younger as the 
years go on,” but the campus is 
still tailored for adults with other 
responsibilities. In the 2022 fall 
semester, the average age of  
enrollment was 32 years old. 

“For adult learners, being able 
to do your homework from 9-11 at 

night before you go to bed, that’s 
what they want,” Dawson said. 

Dawson said World Campus’s 
oldest graduate was 78 years old 
at the time of graduation, and the 
youngest was 18. 

Dawson said World Campus 
has served students from 130 
countries outside of the U.S. — in 
part due to the courses’ flexibility 
and accessibility. 

Marie Hojnacki, the director of 

online programs for the depart-
ment of political science, has 
been involved at World Campus 
for the past 10 years. Among adult 
learners, she said she’s also dealt 
with a lot of military students 
who complete their assignments 
while deployed. 

“We have students who are on 
a laptop in Afghanistan trying to 
finish their paper assignments 
there,” Hojnacki said. 

“[There are] students who 
write in a tent somewhere in the 
middle of nowhere and are still 
engaged in a classroom experi-
ence.

She said not all online pro-
grams are created equal, though. 
According to her, some are only 
interested in profit and don’t offer 
a high standard of education. 

Hojnacki also said online learn-
ing is still pretty new — especially 
to professors — so they’re always 
looking to make improvements.

“Most of us did not get degrees 
online, and people of my cohort 
were educated at a time when 
this was not prevalent,” Hojnacki 
said. 

Since students learn in a vari-
ety of ways, World Campus has 
also adapted to suit these styles. 
Course instructors focus on in-
teracting with students or push-
ing them to interact with each 
other through discussion posts or  
activities. 

“Here’s something, and you 
can wrap your head around it 
because you did this,” Hojnacki 
said. 

“You were one of the pieces of 
information to help me come to 
this conclusion.” 

To email reporter: ktk5187@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @knolkatie.

Courtesy of Penn State World Campus

Renata Engel speaks at a podium. Penn State World Campus offers a variety of classes to learners no matter 
their age or geographic location.

Students weigh in on Penn State entering March Madness
By Ethan Kovac
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

For the first time in over a de-
cade, Penn State men’s basket-
ball has earned a ticket to the 
dance at the 2023 NCAA Tour-
nament under the leadership of 
head coach Micah Shrewsberry.

The 10th-seeded Nittany Lions 
will face off against the seventh-
seeded Texas A&M on Thursday 
night. 

Luke Miller is on the executive 
board for the Legion of Blue, the 
men’s basketball student section, 
and said he’s excited to be able to 
see the Nittany Lions compete. 

Miller (sophomore-business) 
said he watches college basket-
ball daily, noting he’d watch any 
good games on at the time. 

Miller has confidence in Penn 
State, but he said he thinks  

Alabama will win the tournament.
“There’s a good chance they 

win the first round,” Miller said. 
“They could even make a run for 
the Final Four.”  

Amid reports Shrewsberry 
could possibly leave Penn State 
to coach at another university, 
Miller said he wants Shrewsberry 
to stay.

“I absolutely love him,” Miller 
said. “I really hope he doesn’t go. 
He fits the community really well 
and has brought in two of the best 
recruiting classes Penn State has 
ever seen.”

Will Percy said he doesn’t fol-
low NCAA basketball very closely, 
but he does watch most of Penn 
State’s games.

“I think Penn State is a little 
under the radar,” Percy (sopho-
more-finance) said. “We have a 
good shot versus Texas A&M. It 

all depends on whether we hit our 
shots since that’s our bread and 
butter.”

While Percy watches Penn 
State basketball, he said he’s less 
familiar with the coaching staff.

“I don’t really know much 
about [Shrewsberry], but from 
what I’ve seen, he’s a pretty good 
coach,” Percy said.

Percy said he made a bracket 
for March Madness, and he proj-
ects UCLA to win the tournament 
with Penn State in the Final Four.

Ben Matthews said he watches 
college basketball, but he follows 
it more than he actually watches. 

Matthews (junior-finance) 
said he created a March Mad-
ness bracket that has Penn State, 
Marquette and Texas “winning 
some.”

Despite a contradiction in his 
bracket, Matthews predicts that 

the first seed, Houston, will win 
this year.

Matthews said he believes 
Shrewsberry has done a good 
job with the program, saying he 
brought in “one of the best re-
cruiting classes in Penn State 
history.”

Connor Ford watches March 
Madness but said he doesn’t fol-
low college basketball very much 
outside of the tournament.

“I’m fully on the hype train,” 
Ford (senior-chemical engineer-
ing) said. “We’re making it to the 
Final Four.”

Ford isn’t only on the team’s 
hype train but Shrewsberry’s as 
well.

“He’s doing a great job. In two 
years, we got a tournament and 
were second in the Big Ten,” Ford 
said.

Despite his excitement for 

Penn State, Ford said he believes 
Marquette will win it all.

Oliver Holt called himself a “de-
cently big fan,” saying he’ll watch 
a good game if he’s available, 
but this year offers something 
special for Holt (sophomore- 
communications).

“I’m ecstatic. Being able to see 
your team in March Madness as a 
student is crazy,” Holt said.

Holt is particularly excited that 
Penn State’s first game is on a 
Thursday night since “it’ll be  
crazy if [the Nittany Lions] win.”

His projections are that Texas 
A&M will win the tournament, 
and Penn State will win its first 
match then lose its second one.

Holt likes Shrewsberry but said 
he has concerns that Penn State 
won’t be with him much longer.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.
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‘Everything Everywhere All At Once’ makes 
history for Asian Americans

On Sunday, the academy 
hosted its 95th annual Oscars.

The academy has a rich his-
tory of identify-
ing and nominat-
ing the best of 
the best in the 
motion picture 
industry, but it 
has fallen short 
for appreciating 
and showcasing 
masterpieces 
produced by cre-

ators who belong to minoritized 
groups.

In 2015, the hashtag 
#OscarsSoWhite was born in 
response to the academy failing 
to include nominees of any 
other race or ethnicity in the 
pool. 

In the last decade, 89% of all 
nominations went to white peo-
ple, 6.3% to Black creatives, 
2.6% to Latino/Hispanic people, 
and a slim 1.4% went to Asian 
creatives.

It’s apparent these numbers 
are terrifying. After all, the 
academy said its goal is to 
“advance and uphold excel-
lence” within the industry; how-
ever, those statistics scream 
otherwise.

These shortcomings in inclu-
sion and appreciation for the 
work done by minoritized art-
ists not only affect our current 
generation but also have a  
concerning effect on future  
generations.

Growing up, I was constantly 
surrounded by white people in 
Beverly, Massachu-
setts, a suburb of 
Boston just north of 
the Bean Town. 
Being raised in a 
community that 
was predominantly 
white, I felt a bit 
unsure of what my 
chances were in 
the world.  

I was a very 
determined child 
and always wanted 
to take the most 
challenging road. 

What was I going to be? Was 
being adopted a disadvantage 
compared to my peers? Will not 
being white give me less oppor-
tunities to make a name for 
myself?

It felt like I was in a world 
that preached inclusivity and 
equal opportunity, but when it 
came to matching words to 

actions, time and time again 
they failed me and my  
marginalized brothers and  
sisters.

A24 produced the film 
“Everything Everywhere All At 
Once,” which was nominated 
for 11 Oscars across the board 
and in every category — high-

lighting the 
hard work and 
creativity of its 
Asian  
American cast.

The achieve-
ment of those 
in my Asian 
American com-
munity made 
my heart feel 
full, as we are 
just as smart, 
talented, wor-
thy, hardwork-
ing and human 

as any other  
creator.  

Seeing the representation 
and dedication of the Asian 
American actors gave me hope 
and brought me to tears 
throughout the program. 

Michelle Yeoh and Ke Huy 
Quan won Academy Awards for 
best actress in a leading role 

and best supporting actor, 
respectively — with Quan’s 
speech bringing me to tears.

Quan’s speech was personal, 
sincere and a display of raw 
emotion. He shared that he had 
spent months on a boat and at 
a refugee camp, and somehow 
he ended up on “Hollywood’s 
biggest stage.”  

He described his journey as 
“the American dream” and 
shared his gratitude for his 
family and friends who  
supported him all the way.

“Dreams are something that 
you have to believe in. To 
everyone out there, please keep 
your dreams alive,” Quan said 
after accepting the highest 
honor for an actor.  

After listening to his speech, 
I muted the livestream and 
took some time to reflect.  

I’m now in college, and I’m 20 
years old with a whole life 
ahead of me. I’ve achieved 
more than I could’ve dreamed 
of and have helped more people 
than I would’ve ever imagined.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to 
read the full story.

MY VIEW | Gracie Carella

Carella
“Seeing the  
representation and 
dedication of the 
Asian American ac-
tors gave me hope 
and brought me to 
tears.”

Gracie Carella

It’s time to break out the 
checkbook.

Making its first trip to the 
NCAA Tournament since 2011, 
the men’s basketball team has 
experienced more than a 
rebirth — it’s become an oppor-
tunity for the blue and white 
faithful to embrace another 
major sport with open arms, an 
enthusiasm that had previously 
been exclusively reserved for 
sports like football, wrestling 
and hockey.

Micah Shrewsberry’s second 
season with the program was 
one for the Penn State record 
books — a rare bright spot in a 
long history of mediocrity. 

The Nittany Lions posted a 
22-13 record in the regular sea-
son, good for the fourth-most 
wins in program history. Break-
ing numerous records along the 
way, the team will make just its 
fifth appearance in the Big 
Dance since 1965.

For over a decade, the words 
“excitement” and “basketball” 
hadn’t been uttered in the same 
sentence by fans, as the Nittany 
Lions hadn’t been successful 
compared to other athletic 
teams that made more head-
lines — like the wrestling pro-
gram, which has claimed nine of 
the last 11 national  
championships.

However, excitement in 
Happy Valley seems to have 
started moving to the basketball 
court as a consequence of the 
positive influence Shrewsberry 
has had on the Nittany Lions.

In just two seasons recruiting 
for Penn State, the head man 
has already brought in two of 

the highest-rated classes in pro-
gram history. Additionally, three 
of the six highest-rated recruits 
to ever arrive on campus have 
come in the last two years.

Shrewsberry, like many other 
important figures in Penn State 
athletics like James Franklin, 
Cael Sanderson and Guy Gad-
owsky, has become a staple 
piece and important character 
in the monetary, cultural and 
social relevance of the  
university. 

As the second-most profitable 
collegiate sport, the success of 
the basketball team will directly 
impact the rising hope and 
excitement among students — 
encouraging a bigger audience 
to fill the Bryce Jordan Center.

This year, the wrestling team 
competed in two dual meets at 
the BJC, and both events drew 
an attendance of just under 
16,000. The largest crowd for a 
basketball game at the BJC this 
year was 12,082 against Rut-
gers, though there was a large 
contingent of Scarlet Knight 
fans present to boost that  
number.

The Penn State fanbase has 
shown what it can do for foot-
ball. There are very few schools 
in the country — if any — that 

can pack a stadium with over 
105,000 fans for a game against 
Villanova. The fanbase is des-
perate for a winning program it 
can rally behind, and it looks 
like Shrewberry is finally giving 
fans something to cheer for.

However, with success also 
comes an array of opportunities 
for the man behind the victo-
ries.   Connections to open coach-
ing positions at Georgetown and 
Notre Dame have created 
uncertainty behind Shrewsber-
ry’s future leading the Nittany 
Lions, putting pressure on Penn 
State.

Penn State needs to use its 
resources to keep Shrewsberry 
as the program’s coach to con-
tinue winning games and 
recruiting well, as the tangible 
benefits his success brings are 
monumental — affecting fields 
in and out of Penn State  
Athletics. 

According to The Washington 
Post, this phenomenon has 
occurred in many universities 
throughout the years, such as 
Villanova when it saw a 22% 
increase in applications after 
winning the 2016 NCAA  
Tournament.

With the increasing success 
in a sport as profitable and wild-

ly popular as basketball, a 
chance for Penn State to elevate 
its profile as a university has 
emerged, bringing a potentially 
larger pool of applicants in 
future years that will gravitate 
toward the university’s athletic 
success and spirit.

In addition to heightened 
interest of prospective students, 
the success of Penn State’s bas-
ketball team directly affects the 
possible success of smaller 
sports, from building better 
facilities for nonrevenue-gener-
ating sports to even influencing 
the popularity of the women’s 
basketball team. The futures of 
other Penn State sports heavily 
rely on Shrewsberry’s presence.

With the athletics department 
generating a revenue of 
$181,227,448 during the 2021-22 
school year alone, Penn State 
undoubtedly has the resources 
to keep a sought-after coach 
who has rebuilt the team with 
impressive speed.

Penn State shouldn’t settle for 
less, but rather, it should contin-
ue to aim to have a basketball 
team that keeps its student 
body involved and excited. 
Shrewsberry is imperative to 
the future of the program, as 
well as to basketball fans and 

Penn State students.
Shrewsberry’s contract infor-

mation is not public, but he is 
speculated to be making rough-
ly $2 million per year, which 
pales in comparison to other 
Big Ten coaches, many of whom 
Shrewsberry has outperformed.

Michigan State’s Tom Izzo 
reportedly makes over $6 mil-
lion a year, and Brad Under-
wood is set to cash in over $4 
million this year from Illinois — 
a team Penn State beat in all 
three contests this season. 

Only Minnesota’s Ben John-
son reportedly makes less than 
the Nittany Lions’ leader ($1.95 
million), and the Golden 
Gophers finished dead last in 
the conference this season with 
a 2-17 record against Big Ten 
foes, with the wins coming by a 
combined four points.

Behind a successful team is a 
person willing to maximize its 
performance. Shrewsberry’s 
presence is a key component as 
to whether the BJC will roar in 
unison or remain continuously 
overshadowed by other athletic 
teams. 

A more enticing contract 
would have the potential to 
unlock another important 
aspect of the school’s culture, 
one that positively affects other 
sports, gathers students to cele-
brate and increases its notoriety 
among the Nittany Lion faithful.

Penn State men’s basketball 
has been widely regarded as a 
sleeping giant — a large school 
with a large fanbase and the 
resources to be successful. With 
Shrewsberry still in town, that 
giant will continue to stir.

Penn State must use its resources 
to keep Micah Shrewsberry

Interest from prospective students will 
increase with a successful basketball program
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FASTER, STRONGER
Collegiate coaches note changes in players’ athletic build over the years

By Daniel Mader
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Mark Pavlik is a volleyball lifer; 
he’s been the Penn State men’s 
volleyball coach for nearly three 

decades.
Through a na-

tional title, 22 
NCAA Tourna-
ment appearanc-

es and 23 EIVA titles, Pavlik has 
coached generations of volleyball 
players.

Yet, the longer he’s been 
around volleyball, the more he’s 
noticed how the sport has grown 
in front of his own two eyes.  

As a player in 1979, Pavlik was 
a setter under legendary Penn 
State coach Tom Tait, who helped 
elevate both Penn State women’s 
and men’s volleyball from club to 
varsity status. 

Comparing today’s game to 
then, Pavlik said he remembers 
two middle blockers in the league 
being taller than everyone else 
that year — one from Rutgers 
Newark and one from Ball State.  

“They were the only 6’ 10” 
guys,” Pavlik said. “In 1986, Chris 
Chase came here. He was 6’ 10” 
to 6’ 11” — dwarfing the 6’ 3” guys 
in that age.”

Things have changed a lot 
across collegiate volleyball since 
then.

Just in the EIVA conference 
alone this season, there are 
four players listed as 6-foot-9 or  
taller. 

No. 2 UCLA, which took down 
the Nittany Lions on Thursday in 
Honolulu, has three players listed 

as 6-foot-9 or taller, all three of 
whom are freshmen.

“Now, you look at every team 
— 6’ 9” , 6’ 10” — it’s not the  
exception anymore,” Pavlik said. 

However, this trend of ath-
letes growing extends far beyond 
men’s volleyball.

USC coach Jeff Nygaard noted 
that it isn’t just the men’s game 
that has seen major growth over 
time.

“You can look at the women’s 
side of the game, and if you walk 
into a national team development 
program, you’re going to have 
an entire gym full of 6’ 2’’ to 6’ 5’’ 
women,” Nygaard said.

The sports term “unicorn” 
has become prominent in recent 

years, most notably in basketball, 
to describe a player who isn’t just 
tall, but also skilled, making them 
unique.

In volleyball, unicorns are be-
coming less exclusive. Having 
tall players no longer separates a  
losing team from a winning one. 

“The unicorn players, they’re 
the ones with the length and the 
speed to try to get somewhere 
before somebody else can get 
there,” Pavlik said. “They’re the 
guys with length, with jump and 
have great movement skills — 
explosive, quick.”

Interestingly, junior Toby Ezeo-
nu, sophomores Cole Ignaszak, 
Owen Rose and freshman Mat-
thew Luoma are all tied for the 

tallest player on the team at 
6-foot-7.

“This might be the smallest 
team that I’ve been around in my 
career, but we’re so athletic and 
quick,” Pavlik said. 

Princeton coach Sam Shweisky 
joked about genetics playing a 
huge part in a volleyball player’s 
success. 

“Toby [Ezeonu] works hard, 
but he also picked his parents 
right, as [Pavlik] would say,” 
Shweisky said. 

Height may not be controllable, 
but strength, conditioning and 
size can be; the development of 
strength and conditioning pro-
grams across all sports has made 
a significant impact on volleyball.

“There’s more big players, 
more physical players,” Nygaard 
said. 

A stronger volleyball athlete 
can jump higher, hit the ball 
harder and prevent injuries when  
doing so. 

Pavlik stressed the importance 
of how proper strength and condi-
tioning can keep a player healthy 
throughout the long season.

“If three of our guys are injured 
in April, that does us absolutely 
no good,” Pavlik said. 

Shweisky said he’s found 
that players who commit to get-
ting stronger on their own time, 
whether during the offseason 
or in season, are the ones who  
improve most.

The overall growth — both in 
height and strength — of vol-
leyball athletes over the years 
is undeniable. Both Pavlik and 
Nygaard suspect that it’s the 
product of how youth sports have 
continued to grow. 

“I think that what we’re see-
ing is a direct result of the pro-
liferation of youth sports,” Pavlik  
said. 

Its athletes have drastically 
grown over the years, and they’ve 
changed how the sport is played 
along the way. 

“It really has changed it from 
a physicality point of view, and 
again, everybody has it,” Pav-
lik said. “They’re a huge team, 
they’ve got some big guys, you 
got some big guys. It’s like the 
Oprah show.”

To email reporter: dbm5725@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @DanielMader_.
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For nearly three decades, Mark Pavlik has coached generations of Penn State men’s volleyball players and 
has noticed how the sport has grown over the years.

MEN’S  
VOLLEYBALL

Deion Barnes brings ‘passion’
By Seth Engle
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Just under a decade ago, Deion 
Barnes was a star Penn State 
edge rusher, sitting in the same 

room he’d even-
tually lead team 
meetings in as 
the program’s  

defensive line coach in 2023.
Despite interviewing a “wide 

variety” of candidates from both 
the college ranks and NFL to re-
place John Scott Jr., who left for 
the Detroit Lions in February, 
James Franklin ultimately hired 
the young, in-house candidate 
Barnes on Monday.

It’s not often that graduate as-
sistants jump to position coach-
ing in just one year, especially at 
the Power Five level, but Franklin 
and his staff seem to believe that 
Barnes, 30, is ready to make the 
jump.

“We ended up interviewing a 
ton of people for it,” Franklin said 
on Tuesday. “People that we had 
relationships with, people that we 
didn’t have relationships with… 
throughout the process it just 
became more and more obvious 
that this was the right thing to 
do.”

Current and former Nittany 
Lions “felt strongly” that Frank-
lin hire Barnes for the position, 
which speaks to Barnes’ im-
pact on those he coaches, but 
wasn’t necessarily the defining  
characteristic in Franklin’s  
decision.

Former Penn State defensive 
tackle PJ Mustipher did as much 
as tell reporters at last week’s 
NFL Scouting Combine that 
Franklin “should” hire Barnes as 
Scott’s replacement.

Ultimately, the decision came 
down to an impressive interview 
process and an understanding 
of the culture and the defensive 
scheme, which Barnes coaches 
with his own unique demean

“He has the ability to be hard 
and demanding on them in a way 
that they respect and can relate 
to,” Franklin said, “which a lot 
of times younger coaches have a 
hard time with.”

A likely reason for Barnes’ de-
manding nature is his past as a 
trainer in Philadelphia and its 
surrounding regions, helping de-
velop some of the area’s “high 
profile” high school defensive 
linemen, Franklin said.

With an NFL dream behind him 
after short stints with the New 
York Jets and Kansas City Chiefs, 
Barnes made the most of his ini-
tial coaching gig 
at his alma mater, 
P h i l a d e l p h i a ’ s 
Northeast High 
School, where 
he began to shift 
from trainer to 
coach.

“There are as-
pects and simi-
larities of those 
two jobs that 
are similar, but 
there’s a lot of 
other aspects that 
go into it as well,” 
Franklin said. “I 
also think his ability to relate to 
the players and recruits is also 
going to be a strength of his.”

It helps that Barnes has had 
the opportunity to learn under 
some of the country’s defensive 
minds, such as current and for-
mer Penn State defensive coor-
dinators Manny Diaz and Brent 
Pry, respectively, over the past 
three seasons.

Barnes knows exactly how 
Diaz wants to run his defense, 
which should make the transi-
tion that much smoother than if 
Penn State were to have dipped 
into an outside source for Scott’s 
replacement.

“When you go out and hire 
maybe a more experienced 
coach from the outside, you get  

[experience] but then that guy’s 
got to spend time learning to 
defense and understanding the 
culture,” Franklin said. “So you 
could make arguments both 
ways.”

Many were interviewed for 
the position, some who Frank-
lin was “definitely” consider-
ing hiring and others that were 
brought in as possible candi-
dates for openings in the future.

But regardless of who ap-
peared for interviews, Barnes 
ultimately wowed the coaching 
staff with each response.

“Not only did you hear it, but 
you felt his pas-
sion for coaching 
d-line,” Frank-
lin said. “You  
felt his passion 
for Penn State, 
and you felt his 
passion for this 
specific group of 
defensive line-
men that he has 
a relationship 
with.”

Since a deci-
sion on the va-
cant coaching 
role still hadn’t 

been made by Penn State’s 
spring break the first week 
of March, Franklin didn’t feel 
rushed to come to a conclusion 
until Sunday or Monday, he  
said.

So on Monday, the team gath-
ered in a meeting room, one that 
Barnes had sat in as a player 
just years before, and Franklin 
made his decision public, walk-
ing toward a door to introduce 
the newest coach to his defense.

“I want you guys to meet 
our next defensive line coach,” 
Franklin told his team in a vid-
eo posted by Penn State. “He’s  
already in the room!”

To email reporter:  sre5190@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @bigsengtweets.
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James Franklin speaks at a spring conference. Franklin and his staff said they believe that Deion Barnes, a 
former Penn State edge rusher, is the perfect fit for defensive line coach in 2023.
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“You felt his  
passion for Penn 
State, and you felt 
his passion for this 
specific group of 
defensive linemen 
that he has a  
relationship with.”

James Franklin  

Ryan Bowman/Collegian

Roman Bravo-Young answers questions from the media during a press 
conference at the NCAA Championships.

The Rivalry: RBY vs. Fix
By Kaleb Boyer
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

TULSA, Okla. —- In the calm 
before the storm, the top-seeded 
133-pound rivals Roman Bravo-

Young and 
Daton Fix dis-
cussed their 
path to being 

crowned national champions.
Ahead of the NCAA Champi-

onships, the familiar foes dis-
cussed the possibility of facing 
each other in the national title 
bout for the third season in a 
row. 

Both wrestlers have been 
ahead of the pack in the weight 
class all season and remain 
as the only unbeaten Division 
I wrestlers at 133 pounds this  
season. 

Ranked No. 1 and No. 2 re-
spectively, Bravo-Young and Fix 
are heavy favorites to make it 
to the final bout at 133 for the  
third-straight year. 

For Fix, such an occasion 
would mark his third time being 
in the national title match, with 
the Cowboy losing the bout all 
three times. The three-time All-
American said he believes this 
year will finally be his chance to 
get over the hump. 

“I think it is my year. Every 
year I come here, I think it’s my 
year. Every year I’ve been here, 
I [have] thought that I was the 
best guy in weight. You know, I 
still think that,“ Fix said.

In each of Fix’s finals appear-
ances, he lost the bouts by one 
score. Most recently, he dropped 
a 3-2 decision to Bravo-Young 
last season. The two prior 133 
finals appearances for Fix were 
both 4-2 sudden victory losses, 
one to Bravo-Young in 2021 and 
the other to former Rutgers 
wrestler Nick Suriano in 2019.

“I’ve lost a couple close 
matches that just didn’t go my 
way,” Fix said. “I think that if we 
wrestled some of those matches 
again, then I could have easily 
done things differently and won, 
but that’s in the past. I’m just  
focused on my performance.”

Despite the two wrestlers’ his-
tory, Fix said they haven’t gotten 
acquainted outside of their com-
petitions, but he said “[Bravo-
Young] seems like a good guy off 
the mat.”

“I haven’t really talked to [Fix], 
but I’ve always watched him 
wrestle,” Bravo-Young said. “...He 
makes me a better person.”

The two wrestlers have cer-
tainly pushed each other to be the 
best they can be. Fix has a 64-2 re-
cord since the start of the 2020-21 
season, with both losses coming 
to Bravo-Young.

Bravo-Young, on the other 
hand, has a 52-0 record in that 
same span. With their competi-
tive spirit, the two grapplers have 
sharpened each other and contin-
ued to pull away from the rest of 
the pack at 133 pounds.

For Fix, he’ll have a slight ad-
vantage over Bravo-Young this 
year in one category. With nation-
als being held in Tulsa, just an 
hour away from Stillwater, Okla-
homa, and Fix’s hometown, the 
Cowboy will essentially compete 
at home.

“It’s gonna mean a lot,” Fix 
said. “I’ve been, you know, re-
ally close three times, so to finally 
break through in my hometown 
would mean the world to me.”

Bravo-Young will also have a lot 
of motivation to finish his college 
career strong.

For Bravo-Young, this tourna-
ment will mark his last time wres-
tling in the blue-and-white sin-
glet. In his illustrious career, he 
has accumulated three Big Ten 
titles, two NCAA Championships, 
97 bout victories and has been a 
four-time All-American.

“It means a lot to me. [I] take a 
lot of pride in it, but at one point, 
it’s just a stepping stone,” Bravo-
Young said. 

“I’m trying to make the free-
style world team, too, so [I’m] 
not really sweating it. What-
ever happens happens, and [I’ll] 
keep going forward. I’ve got  
bigger things on my mind, too.”

To email reporter: kjb6273@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @KalebBoyerMI.

WRESTLING



The Daily Collegian FriDay, MarCh 17, 2023 | Page 7LOCAL

By Kate Irwin
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

As students get back into the 
swing of work after last week’s 
spring break, which varied from 
quiet weeks at home to more row-
dy experiences on the beaches of 
Florida, they reflected on some of 
their favorite moments from the 
time off.

Mia Reine said she went to Hol-
lywood Beach in Florida with a 
group of friends.

“It was a lot of fun — it wasn’t 
as crazy [as nearby Fort Lauder-
dale],” Reine (junior-health policy 
and administration) said, “but we 
had an Airbnb with 14 people.”

Reine said she went on a spring 
break trip last year to an all-in-
clusive resort, so her money was 
spent before the trip.

“This time, I felt like I was con-
stantly spending money,” Reine 
said, “but it probably evened out 
to be about the same in the end.”

Maddie Beer said she also went 
to Florida last week, but she was 
in the midst of the hustle and  
bustle of Fort Lauderdale.

“It was fun but a little chaotic. 
The beaches were packed,” Beer 
(sophomore-international poli-
tics) said. “Any movie you’ve ever 
seen about spring break — it was 
like that. It was insane.”

Beer said the highlight of her 
week was being able to spend 
time with friends, including some 

from Tampa who visited. The 
stressor of the week was flight 
delays, she said. 

“Our flights got delayed on the 
way there and on the way back,” 
Beer said. “I feel like the flights 
this year were horrible.”

Olivia Ouyang also had a bit of 
flight trouble, but she said it didn’t 
“bother [her] too much.”

“I went home, which is San Di-
ego for me, so I got to hang out 
with my family,” Ouyang (soph-
omore-finance) said. “It was the 

reset I needed — being at home, 
being with my family, being out-
side. It was the most perfect 
break I could ask for.”

Other students like Ouyang 
opted out of taking trips with 
friends over spring break and 
chose to reset at home.

Sara Walsh said it was a perfect 
time to “recharge.”

“I didn’t go on a big trip or any-
thing, but it was good and relax-
ing,” Walsh (sophomore-health 
policy and administration) said. 
“I was able to visit with some 
high school friends I don’t get to 
see throughout the year.”

Some students aren’t particu-
larly eager to get back into the 
swing of schoolwork after break, 
but Carla Olazo said she had 
mixed feelings about coming 
back to Penn State.

“I dreaded coming back a little 
bit, but also I missed it,” Olazo 
(sophomore-political science) 
said. “My [break] was alright; I 
didn’t do much, just stayed home 
in Scranton, but it was relaxing.”

Devin McDonnell said he had 
a similar experience while being 
home in Harrisburg for the week.

“I saw some friends I hadn’t 
seen in a while,” McDonnell  
(junior-computer science) said. 
“It wasn’t a busy week, but then 
I was ready to see people back [at 
Penn State.]”

Lauren Beall and Halie Bien, 
both seniors, decided to do  
something a little different for 
their last spring break.

“We went to Montreal — we 
didn’t go for the warm side [of 
spring break] — we opted for 

colder,” Beall (senior-biomedical 
engineering) said.

Bien said she and other friends 
in their group had never been to 
Canada, so they thought it would 
be “fun.”

“We went tubing, which 
was a lot of fun. That was my  
favorite. It’s different from 
American tubing because you 
have big rafts where you can fit 
a bunch of people at once,” Bien  
(senior-biomedical engineering) 
said.

Beall said she had a personal 
connection to the trip that proved 
to be a “highlight” for her.

“My grandpa grew up there, 
so I was able to see his childhood 
house, which was really cool,” 
Beall said. 

“That was one of the unique 
parts of the trip.”

Beall and Bien said they hadn’t 
really processed last week as  
being their last spring break.

“I didn’t even think of it that 
way, wow. It’s kind of scary 
but also good,” Bien said. “It’s  
bittersweet.”

To email reporter: kji5068@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @kateirwin03.

Students reflect on spring break

Jackson Ranger/Collegian

Students sit on the HUB lawn. “I went home, which is San Diego for me, so I got to hang out with my family,” 
Olivia Ouyang said. “It was the reset I needed   -- being at home, being with my family, being outside.”

By Katelyn Garcia
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

The State College Police De-
partment charged two Centre 
County residents for allegedly 
being involved with shooting in-
dividuals with a BB gun while  
driving in downtown State  
College.

SCPD received various re-
ports from four individuals who 
reported being shot by individu-
als driving a dark-colored SUV,  
according to the complaint.

On Monday, Teagan Eddinger, 
20, was charged with a misde-
meanor charge of simple assault, 
four second-degree misdemean-
ors for recklessly endangering 
another person, one third-degree 
misdemeanor count of disorderly 
conduct and one summary count 
of harassment, court documents 
said.

Sierra Gregg, 22, was also 
charged on Monday with one 
misdemeanor charge of simple 
assault, four second-degree 
misdemeanors for recklessly 
endangering another person, 
one third-degree misdemeanor 
count of disorderly conduct, one 
third-degree misdemeanor count 
of false reports and one sum-
mary count of harassment, the  
complaint said.

The complaint said the first 
individual reported being struck 
multiple times in the chest 
and hands while standing in a 
group at the intersection of West  

College Avenue and South Fraser 
Street.

The second individual reported 
being shot in the face on the 200 
block of South Pugh Street, which 
allegedly caused redness and 
swelling in the area it was struck, 
the complaint said.

The third individual was shot 
in the torso on the 200 block of 
South Pugh Street and allegedly 
heard a male laugh as the ve-
hicle passed, according to court  
documents.

The court documents said 
the fourth individual was struck 
on the 100 block of West Beaver  
Avenue.

According to the complaint, 
State College police tracked 
Gregg through the registered li-
cense plate. When she was ques-
tioned, Gregg allegedly said she 
was forced to drive a man named 
Aiden who was responsible for 
the incidents. 

Gregg later admitted to fab-
ricating her statement and said 
she was involved in the inci-
dents, taking turns operating the  
vehicle, court documents said.

Eddinger allegedly said he was 
not involved and later admitted to 
involvement, the complaint said.

A preliminary hearing is set 
for Eddinger and Gregg April 12 
under the office of Magisterial 
Judge Donald Hahn.

To email reporter: kjg5666@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @katgar920.

Individuals involved with  
alleged BB gun shootings charged

Jackson Ranger/Collegian

Police cars sit in downtown State College. The State College Police  
Department charged two individuals with misdemeanors.

Jackson Ranger/Collegian

Penn Staters play spikeball on Old Main lawn. 

Jackson Ranger/Collegian

Students spend time outdoors. “We went to Montreal — we didn’t go for 
the warm side [of spring break] — we opted for colder,” Lauren Beall said.
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Review: Miley Cyrus delivers
By Caroline Sliver

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Although I’m not a Miley Cyrus 
stan — or “Smiler,” as they’re 
called — her recent work on 
“Plastic Hearts” and “ATTEN-
TION: MILEY LIVE” had me 
thoroughly enjoying more of her 
music over the past two years.

Her most recent release, “End-
less Summer Vacation,” takes a 
pivot from the rock, country and 
folk sound that piqued my inter-
est, but it’s still a good album that 
pushes her career forward with 
strength.

It may not be a lyrical mas-
terpiece, but it’s a cohesive col-
lection of summery pop hits de-
serving of the radio play they’ll 
inevitably receive over the next 
few months.

Cyrus previously said in a Bill-
board interview that the album is 
divided into two acts:  “a.m.” and 
“p.m.” However, I think it’s better 
interpreted as spanning over the 
course of one endless summer 
day as the track list progresses.

Songs like “Rose Colored Lens-
es” sound more like midmorning, 
while “Violet Chemistry” sounds 
like the shimmering late after-
noon sun, rather than the dawn 
and dusk Cyrus described.

The only song that doesn’t fit 
into this narrative is the first 
track and initial single, “Flow-
ers,” but after reaching the No. 
1 spot on the Billboard Hot 100 
after its release in January, it’s 
already established itself as an 
extremely listenable, instant hit.

“Jaded” takes a more apologet-
ic tone than the previous track, 
introducing Cyrus’ complex feel-
ings of regret and guilt over a 
breakup.

“Rose Colored Lenses” follows 
and shines as a standout on the 
record, detailing the hope of an 
intoxicating honeymoon phase 
and featuring a steady beat and 
breezy sound.

“Thousand Miles” is a success-
ful track that marries Cyrus’ un-
deniably country vocal style with 
Brandi Carlile’s, creating an im-
mediately likable pop feel with 
beautifully folkish lyrics.

Despite the two artists’ voices 
complementing each other well, 
the song would’ve been much 
more exciting if Carlile was  
featured alone on the second 
verse.

The next track, “You,” was 
originally released as a live per-
formance version in Cyrus’ re-
cent tour album, and it immedi-
ately became one of my top five  

favorite songs in her discography.
The studio version on “Endless 

Summer Vacation” is extremely 
lackluster in comparison, though.

It’s missing energy, which 
causes her voice to actually 
sound flat, making the song feel 
more like Cyrus is reminiscing on 
the time when she actually meant 
the heartfelt lyrics she’s singing.

“Handstand” is by far my 
least favorite song on the album. 
The beginning lyrics and sound 
make it feel as serious as Lana 
Del Rey’s “Burnt Norton (Inter-
lude),” but what follows isn’t writ-
ten with the artistry I’ve grown to 
expect from Cyrus.

Not every album needs a mid-
dle-of-the-record track featuring 
spoken lyrics, and “Endless Sum-
mer Vacation” certainly isn’t an 
exception. 

Since the album is, up to this 
point in the track list, not too seri-
ous, it really doesn’t need “Hand-
stand” to lighten it up.

The following track, “River,” on 
the other hand, is easily the best 
song on the album, with addictive 
lyrics and a dance pop sound that 
feels sunny and optimistic.

The next track, “Violet Chemis-
try,” is similarly excellent and al-
ludes to the dreamy, warm feeling 
the album is crafted around.

“Muddy Feet” allows Cyrus’ 
voice to shine with a growling, 
rock-influenced sound and lyr-
ics even more triumphant than 
“Flowers.”

The song works because it 
takes advantage of Cyrus’ pow-
erhouse vocals in a way many 
of the other tracks on “Endless  
Summer Vacation” fail to do.

Sia’s feature on this track is, 
similar to Carlile’s, minimal. Un-
like “Thousand Miles,” though, it 
doesn’t exactly work — the art-
ists’ voices are both too strong 
and unique to blend successfully.

Following this is “Wildcard,” 
another successful track with 
a catchy melody and many of 
Cyrus’ trademark themes.

However, due to its place-
ment on the track list, it isn’t as 
memorable as some of the other 
pop hits, such as “Rose Colored 
Lenses,” “River” and “Violet  
Chemistry.”

“Island” is one of my favorites 
on the record and strikes me as 
the most emotionally complex 
song.

The chorus — “Am I stranded 
/ On an island? / Or have I land-
ed / In paradise?” — is repeated 
11 times and initially gives the 
impression of an introspective  
question.

But the song’s hopeful sound 
transforms it into an affirmation, 
with Cyrus resolving by the end 
of the song that she has actually 
landed in paradise.

“Wonder Woman” is a pretty 
standard piano ballad. Although 
it doesn’t detract from the artist’s 
work, both the lyrics and melody 
play it too safe to be notable and 
would’ve worked so much better 
with a folk or country vibe.

Although “Endless Summer 
Vacation” is an undeniably good 
album, I hope Cyrus’ future 
work returns to rock and country 
with a pop influence rather than 
aiming for pop alone — that’s 
where her magic in vocals and  
songwriting lies.

To email reporter: cms1394@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @carolinemsliver.

Blog: 2023 Academy Awards were predictable, disappointing
By Oliver Ferguson

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

On Sunday, the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
handed out Oscars for the 95th 
time. But were they all deserved?

I’m breaking down the major 
awards and discussing whether 
they were well-earned.

A few weeks ago, I wrote a cou-
ple of blogs reviewing all of the 
Best Picture nominees, and some 
of those films are discussed in 
this article. For more context on 
these films, check them out.

Best Supporting Actor: 
Ke Huy Quan as Waymond 
Wang in “Everything  
Everywhere All at Once”

I was expecting this one, but I 
wasn’t necessarily pleased with 
it.

Don’t get me wrong, Quan was 
great in the film, and it was cool to 
see him in a film for the first time 
in several years. 

However, I thought there was 
someone more deserving of the 
award: Barry Keoghan in “The 

Banshees of Inisherin.”
Keoghan is one of my favor-

ite actors working today, and I 
was ecstatic when I heard he 
got nominated for “The Ban-
shees of Inisherin.” He killed his  
performance.

I even thought it was close be-
tween Quan and Brendan Glee-
son, who was also in “The Ban-
shees of Inisherin.” Gleeson gave 
a great stoic performance in the 
film, and I thought he was slightly 
better than Quan.

Although I wasn’t completely 
upset with the award and was 
expecting him to win, I wish Ke-
oghan or Gleeson would’ve won 
the award instead.

Get used to seeing “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once” a lot in 
this article because this is just 
one of seven awards it took home 
Sunday evening.

Best Supporting Actress: 
Jamie Lee Curtis as 
Deirdre Beaubeirdre in 
“Everything  
Everywhere All at Once”

While I wasn’t pleased with 
Quan winning his award, this one 
really baffled me.

I love Jamie Lee Curtis, and 
she has given some of my favorite 
performances over the years, but 
she really shouldn’t have won this 
award.

Not only was she not in the film 
for that long, but she didn’t really 
wow me with her performance. I 
thought Kerry Condon should’ve 
won for “The Banshees of  
Inisherin.” 

She played a much more sig-
nificant role in the film, was phe-
nomenal in her performance and 
was way better than Curtis.

This was one award I was  
definitely not pleased with at all.

Best Actor: Brendan 
Fraser as Charlie in “The 
Whale”

I can’t make a perfect judgment 
on this pick because I have yet to 
see “The Whale.” 

From what I’ve heard, how-
ever, it sounds like it should be  
interesting.

This is one of the first films 

Fraser has been in in years, 
and it earned him his first 
Academy Award. It’s quite an  
accomplishment.

While I can’t make a testament 
to Fraser’s performance, I can 
say that Austin Butler was pret-
ty good as rock-and-roll legend  
Elvis Presley in “Elvis.” 

Butler gave a solid perfor-
mance and was able to belt out 
some of Presley’s iconic tunes 
pretty well. I thought he was go 
ing to take home the award, but 
Fraser got it instead.

I’ll have to check out “The 
Whale” sometime to see if Fra-
ser’s performance lives up to the 
hype.

Best Actress: Michelle 
Yeoh as Evelyn Quan 
Wang in  
“Everything Everywhere 
All at Once”

I liked Yeoh a lot in “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once,” and she 
was able to convey a powerful and 
emotional performance all while 
channeling her roots as an iconic 

action star.
However, I really thought Cate 

Blanchett was better in “Tár.” I 
felt Blanchett gave a much bet-
ter performance and elevated 
Todd Field’s already-phenomenal 
script. 

But does it really matter that 
much? Blanchett already has two 
Academy Awards under her belt 
while Yeoh, who has been acting 
for nearly four decades, has won 
zero until now. 

While I didn’t necessarily think 
Yeoh was better than Blanchett 
this year, I thought it was a nice 
way to reward her solid per-
formance this year along with  
honoring the iconic roles she  
portrayed in the past.

Although I was kind of sur-
prised, I’m not too upset with this 
award.

Best Picture: “Everything 
Everywhere All at Once”

Yet another award for “Every-
thing Everywhere All at Once” — 
but did it deserve it? I say no. 

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

Jordan Strauss/AP Photo

Elton John, from left, Lil Nas X and Miley Cyrus attend the Versace Fall/Winter collection presentation on 
March 9, 2023, at the Pacific Design Center in West Hollywood, California.
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