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No longer unbeaten, Penn State is feeling pain and raw emotion,
but with that comes a chance for growth and an opportunity to change

By Benjamin Ferree
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

MINNEAPOLIS — Emotions
were running high in TCF Bank
Stadium on Saturday.

From the fans waving their
gold towels and storming the
field, to Minnesota head coach
PJ. Fleck crowd surfing his play-
ers in the locker room after the
game, to the defeated, teary-eyed
Penn State players.

The Nittany Lions suffered
their first loss of the 2019 season
at the hands of the undefeated
Gophers, a loss that wasn’t taken
lightly in the Nittany Lions locker
room.

“It’s a tough loss. Obviously a
lot of emotions with that,” quar-
terback Sean Clifford said. “We

just have to keep on fighting and
that’s what we did in this game,
came up short.”

‘Just gotta keep fighting.”

The loss will provide Penn
State a chance to learn and a
chance to get better from the first
real, tough adversity they have
faced all season. And the pain is a
large part of that.

“This is adversity,” defensive
tackle Robert Windsor said. “We
have to use it as fuel. It’s pain.
People are willing to change most
when they are in pain so we’ve
got to use this and change and
get ready for our next opponent.”

But, the process for Penn State,
to move on from this loss, to move
on and refocus on Indiana and
get back to being ‘1-0 this week’ is
going to look differently than it
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Safety Jonathan Sutherland (26) walks off the field after the game at
TCF Stadium in Minneapolis, Minn. on Saturday, Nov. 9.

has in past seasons.

James Franklin alluded to the
fact that in previous seasons,
after tough losses, he would
go in the locker room and start
pointing out mistakes to the team.

Franklin didn’t do that on
Saturday.

“It’s not the time for that,”
Franklin said. “The emotions are
raw, the feelings are raw.”

So instead, Franklin gave his
team something to think about,
gave his team a message that will
sit with them on the plane back to
State College.

“I did tell them that everything
in life is a learning opportunity
and to take a minute, take a deep
breath but have this feeling, don’t
block it,” Franklin said. “Have
the feeling and everything can be
used for fuel.”

It was a tough message for
Franklin to deliver to a deflated
locker room and a very tough
message for the players to hear.

Franklin mentioned that mul-
tiple players came up to him per-
sonally after the game and apolo-
gized for their performances.

This was something that didn’t
sit right with the coach, even
though he understands the pain
of a loss for everyone involved
with the program.

“There is no reason for them to
say sorry to me,” Franklin said.
“They give their blood, sweat and
tears to this university and to this
community and to this program.
There is a lot of hurting guys in
there.”

“Coaches, players, everybody
that is involved. I know the fans
are hurting. I get it.”

And the key to Penn State
moving on from this defeat and

using it as fuel is in the locker
room, in the individuality of ev-
ery single player to commit to the
team.

“I really haven’t been around
a team that loves each other like
we do,” Clifford said. “I think its
just all about staying together,
knowing that each person has
each others back.”

‘Just keep grinding through
this season because we’re not
done yet.”

In moments like this, it allows
the leaders of the team to step
up and what defensive tackle PJ
Mustipher saw in the locker room
after the game was exactly that.

‘Just for the courage of a guy
to come up and say that it’s his
fault, we definitely love that,”
Mustipher said. “That’s what
leaders do, but at the same time
we are going to support that guy,
we are going to love that guy and
we are going to say it’s on every-
body. It’s on each and every man
and woman in this program.”

The Penn State season is far
from over. The Nittany Lions,
with one loss, still control their
destiny to a berth in the Big Ten
Championship game and the
College Football Playoff.

But a response is needed and
its needed quickly.

“It’s very important that we
put it to bed tomorrow and move
on,” Franklin said. “I think there
has been times where we haven’t
moved on from loses and I think
part of it is how I've handled it in
the locker room sometimes.”

By handling it differently,
Franklin hopes that it can avoid
the back-to-back let down perfor-
mances of years past.

And while the entire locker

room wasn’t ready to see the de-
feat in that manner on Saturday
evening, a few were.

“The season is not over. We
have to have each others back,”
Mustipher said. “There was a lot
of raw emotion and there should
be. This was a big game and we
didn’t come out on top.”

“Coach Franklin just empha-
sized that we have to support
each other, tomorrow we have
to go back to work and evaluate
what we can do better but at the
same time we have to use this so
it doesn’t happen again.”

As Penn State returns to State
College and prepares to take on a
7-2 Indiana team, there is a lot of
thinking going on.

The raw emotions from the
visitor locker room in TCF Bank
Stadium may disappear, but the
pain that came with them won’t
be forgotten so quickly and are
going to stay by Penn State and
be used for fuel.

But at the end of the day, Penn
State needs to move on, one loss
won’t define its season, but how
they respond from it, will.

“I think you can really take a
whole day, win or loss,” Clifford
said. “Obviously, we haven’t had
to deal with this yet but definitely
going to take a day to think, to re-
flect, to watch the film and that’s
really the only thing I want to do
right now. Then just grow from it.
That’s one thing that I can guar-
antee is that through all this I'm
going to come in tomorrow with
the same mentality that I had be-
fore, if not hungrier.”

To email reporter: bef5167@psu.edu
Follow him on Twitter at @BFerree.

A lack of execution makes the difference

By Benjamin Ferree
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

MINNEAPOLIS — Sean Clif-
ford dropped back to pass on Sat-
urday afternoon and fired the ball
down the field to an open receiver.

But more often than not, the
ball fell to the turf.

It was dropped and the ma-
roon clad sold out crowd at
TCF Bank Stadium rose to
its feet and waved its gold
towels with deafening noise.

In Saturday’s 31-26 loss to Min-
nesota, Penn State didn’t execute.
The Nittany Lions didn’t play 60
minutes of football and because
of it, they are leaving Minneapolis
8-1 instead of 9-0.

Penn State’s first drive of the
game ended with an interception.
Five plays later, Minnesota took a
7-0 lead on a 95-yard drive.

The Nittany Lions placed them-
selves into a hole three minutes
into the game, a hole they were
never able to get out of.

“At the end of the day, when you
are playing a good football team
like that you can’t come out and
not execute,” defensive tackle PJ
Mustipher said.

“We had to come out more
dominant than we were, more
aggressive than we were and we
didn’t do that.”

Penn State’s defense was shell-
shocked in the first half. Minne-
sota was the first team to score a
touchdown in the first quarter all
season against the Nittany Lions.

Minnesota ended up averaging
10.4 yards per play in the first half

and scored 24 points.

The most points Penn State
had given up in a game prior
to Saturday was 21 against
Michigan.

“We understood that they were
a good team and what they were
going to do in running the ball

over us and on defense you can’t
give up 24 in the first half,” line-
backer Jan Johnson said. “We
can’t allow that to happen.”

“It’s not fair to our offense to
have them play catch up all game.
So I'm disappointed.”

The defense just didn’t exe-

Caltlln Lee/CoIIegmn
Wide receiver Daniel George (11) lays on the ground after dropping a pass during the game against Minnesota
at TCF Stadium in Minneapolis, Minn. on Saturday, Nov. 9.

cute. They blew countless cover-
ages, missed tackles and frankly,
at times, just looked lost out on
the field.

The intensity that the Nittany
Lions normally brought to the
field every week, the ball hawking
ability, just wasn’t present in the

first half against Minnesota.

“I felt like offensively they were
able to get in rhythm,” James
Franklin said.

“They were able to be very ef-
ficient and stay on schedule offen-
sively. The game played out the
way they wanted it to play out.”

And by the time Penn State
was able to adjust, by the time
they were able to be the team
that started the season with eight
straight wins, it was too late.

On offense, it was a
combination of dropped passes,
turnovers and a lack of urgency.

Twice in the first half, long
Penn State drives ended with
short field goals instead of
touchdowns.

And against 8-0 teams on the
road, that is unacceptable.

“We just need to come out and
start faster, execute better,” tight
end Pat Freiermuth said.

“Going back to the red zone, we
didn’t execute like we normally
do and that’s not a characteristic
of us.”

“We have to go back to the
drawing board and figure it out.”

Coming into Saturday, Penn
State outscored its opponents
176-40 in the first half of its games.

A slow start, in this sort of envi-
ronment, with real adversity, was
something that the Nittany Lions
hadn’t experienced to this point
this season.

And once Penn State was able
to find themselves, they finished
the game strong.

See EXECUTION, Page 6.
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Students volunteer at Camp Kesem

The organization oﬁers free summer camps for children who have a parent with cancer

By Kira Mohr
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

Penn State student Riley
Kuhn’s involvement with Central
Pennsylvania’s chapter of Camp
Kesem goes beyond his dedica-
tion to the camp’s goal of empow-
ering children who have a parent
with cancer.

When Kuhn was 15, he was a
camper himself, and experienced
Kesem from a child’s perspective.

For Kuhn (sophomore -French
and business), Kesem sets itself
apart from other organizations
through its enhanced focus on
helping children who have been
affected by the cancer of a par-
ent, rather than solely on those
affected by the disease.

“[Children of parents with
cancer are] very often an under-
loved population and these Kkids,
some of them had to go through
some of the darkest possible
times of their lives,” Kuhn said.
“I can personally say it gave me
hope. I wouldn’t be here at Penn
State today without it.”

With over five million people af-
fected by cancer each year, Camp
Kesem — a national organization
dedicated to uplifting communi-
ties affected by cancer — hopes
to continue providing support
for children whose parents have
cancer.

Camp Kesem’s mission as an
organization is to support all
children through and beyond a
parent’s cancer — at no cost to
the family — according to Cen-
tral Pennsylvania Camp Kesem
directors Maude Tarbox and
Cheyenne Johnson.

Kesem currently offers free
summer camps to children
impacted by a parent’s cancer.

The organization’s initia-
tive was designed at Stanford
University in 2000.

As an organization, Kesem
stresses the importance of diver-
sity, inclusion and equity through
various different areas of focus.

Though the organization’s

main event is the annual camp,
the organization holds various
other fundraising events to ful-
fill its overall mission — includ-
ing the Make the Magic benefit
dinner, where guests receive a
camp name for the evening, and
have the opportunity to experi-
ence camp activities and donate

toward Kesem’s fundraising
goals.

In Central Pennsylvania,
the camp is held in Camp
Chen-a-wanda in Thompson,
Pennsylvania.

However, events such as the
Make the Magic dinner are held
in State College.

Though Penn State students
can get involved in Kesem
through a plethora of different
ways — such as online donations
or event volunteering — becom-
ing a counselor is an extremely
rewarding experience for col-
lege-aged students, according to
Tarbox and Johnson.

“College students, especially
Penn State students, embody a
rare quality — empathy,” Tar-
box and Johnson said via a
joint email. “Providing these

children with young adults they
canlook up to and feel comfortable
around is what sets Camp Kesem
apart. Camp Kesem’s volunteers
are selfless, compassionate and
driven.”

As a Penn State student and
counselor at Camp Kesem, Sean
Rich emphasized the importance
of Kesem to his life.

Rich (senior-aerospace engi-
neering), who began volunteering
with the organization as a sopho-
more, said he believes college-
aged students can make a differ-
ence in the lives of others through
practicing Kesem’s initiatives
and positively affecting the lives
of children who need a support
system.

“Perhaps one of the most un-
fortunate and under-looked con-
sequence of having a parent af-
fected by cancer is that kids often
lose the consistent role models in
their lives,” Rich said.

“College-aged kids have the
perfect opportunity to step into
this void and provide that sup-
port that the children may be
losing. Joining Camp Kesem has
taught me so much about myself,

Courtey of J. Diego Santos
Campers Dennis Focas, Chase Fetsko, Frank Campbell, Jonah Vitale, lan Schmoke and Sarah Hussain
smile for the camera during the camp-wide “Messy OlympiCKs”

and has demonstrated how much
strength, bravery and resiliency
our campers possess.”

Throughout the week-long
camp, Kesem is filled with copi-
ous amounts of day-to-day events,
in which attending campers and
counselors alike participate.

A camp-wide favorite event, ac-
cording to Tarbox and Johnson, is
the “Messy OlympiCKs”, where
campers and counselors dive
into a mud pit and are splattered
with paint, among other various
messy items that leave them
covered from head to toe.

A shower via firehose ends the
day’s festivities, leaving each
camper and counselor with an
unforgettable memory.

In addition to the week-long
planned activities, emotional em-
powerment is a significant aspect
of Camp Kesem’s initiatives, ac-
cording to Tarbox and Johnson.
Unique compared to other sum-
mer camps, Kesem allows chil-
dren and counselors to share
their stories, creating a bond be-
tween all members of the Kesem
community.

“Empowerment

is part of

our emotional programming,”
Tarbox and Johnson said. “This is
an all-camp event that sets Camp
Kesem apart from other summer
camps. This is when campers are
able to share their Kesem story,
giving them the opportunity to
share how cancer has impacted
their life.”

One of the unique ways that
campers and counselors bond
throughout Camp Kesem is
through “camp names”, which
are nicknames created by each
person that represent a small
piece of their personality.

Kuhn, however, had a slightly
different experience when coin-
ing his camp name. At the time
of his first attendance, he said he
was suffering through one of the
most difficult times in his life.

With no hope that the camp
could help him, Kuhn gave him-
self the nickname “No Name”
because of his disinterest in the
camp at the time.

“I was scared and didn’t know
if [Camp Kesem] was the place
would be for me,” Kuhn said. “I
thought it would just be a pity
party so, out of fear, that name
became ‘No Name’, and it stuck.”

Six years later, campers and
counselors still know Kuhn as ‘No
Name’, and continue the tradition
of camp names each year.

In the upcoming year, Kesem
hopes to open its doors to 30 more
campers, continuing to support
and empower children affected
by the cancer of parent.

The chapter’s goal is to fund-
raise $135,000 to support these
families through and beyond, ac-
cording to Tarbox and Johnson.

As for college students Rich
and Kuhn, they plan to continue
spreading hope to campers with-
in Kesem’s Central Pennsylvania
chapter, as well as gain some new
faces to support the organization
for the years to come.

‘Just these kids and what it
means to me personally —it’s ev-
erything,” Kuhn said, “and that’s
why I continue to be a part of it.”

Students from China and Hong

Kong weigh in on protests

By Lilly Riddle
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

On Oct. 1, an 18-year-old man
was shot in the left shoulder by
police in Tiaw’anmen Square in
Beijing, China.

On the same day, thousands of
18-year-old Penn State students
from China went about their
Tuesday evenings at the Univer-
sity Park campus — but the act
of violence that occurred that day
still made its way to Penn State,
even if indirectly.

Since April, protests and riots
have been occurring in Hong
Kong and elsewhere in the world,
triggered by a bill that would
allow suspected criminals in
Hong Kong to be extradited to
mainland China.

In the eyes of many, China
has been overstepping its politi-
cal boundaries, and should cede
more power to Hong Kong or al-
low it to become independent.

Meanwhile, China wishes to
keep Hong Kong as a special
administrative region.

The Chinese student popula-
tion is University Park’s largest
international student body.

There are many Chinese
student organizations at Penn
State, with the largest one be-
ing the Chinese Students and
Scholars  Association (CSSA)
which has over 100 officers and 20
sub-departments.

The group hosts galas, enter-
tainment events and eSports
tournaments to bridge the gap
between Chinese and American
students and help them become
more involved.

Qiuchen Fan, the president of
CSSA, is from mainland China.
She said that being able to look
at both Chinese and American

media has allowed her to see the
unequally distributed messages
plaguing both sides of the Hong
Kong debate.

“In the U.S., people keep saying
that the police are acting violent
toward the citizens of Hong Kong,
but on the Chinese side, people
are saying that [the protestors]
are the ones beating the police
up,” Fan (senior-hospitality) said.
“m not saying that one side
is fake, I believe both may hap-
pen. It’s just that both the [Chi-
nese and American media] are
one-sided.”

Fan added some of her friends
from Hong Kong distrust the po-
lice, and that parents in Hong
Kong are now conveying that
same message to their children.

She said she doesn’t think this
rhetoric is a good thing.

“I try to avoid conversations
about [the Hong Kong protests]
with friends, because when we
talk, I know there will be different
opinions,” Fan said. “I think a lot
of students [at Penn State] are
trying to avoid political conversa-
tions. Once you reach that line, it
just becomes more difficult.”

Protests have occurred in
Hong Kong, a former British col-
ony, since its reassimilation into
China in 1997 — but this series of
political riots and demonstrations
may hit closer to home for many
students, especially those from
Hong Kong.

Mingtian Yang, the communi-
cations department coordinator
of the CSSA, went to high school
in Hong Kong before attending
Penn State.

He said many of his high school
friends have different opinions
than he does.

“Things are different now than
when we were studying together,”

Yang (senior-computer science)
said. “I'm worried that sharing
my opinions would mean never
talking to some of them again.”

However, Yang said he dis-
agreed with Fan’s opinion that
the media are biased in how they
have been depicting this series of
events.

He said he believes the media’s
job is just to describe things that
happen, which he said is what
both sides have been doing.

“[The media] did describe
what happened in Hong Kong.
Some of [the stories] may be ex-
travagant, but they’re still true,”
Yang said. “The media just writes

down what they see.”
Junsheng Shi , the gradu-
ate department coordinator

for CSSA, said he felt the main
reason for the protests is too
much freedom in utilizing social
media.

He said people receive biased
opinions from social media and
view it as the truth, which pre-
vents them from thinking criti-
cally.

“People from China think
differently from people in the
U.S., but the freedom of social
media allows anyone to get out
their worldviews,” Shi (senior-
accounting and applied math-
ematics) said. “CSSA wants to
encourage people to have their
own thoughts. We don’t want to
constrain political opinions, but
we should have our own ideas,
and not just about what’s on
social media.”

Fan said social media can also
convey a negative image about
mainland China, and create a
false narrative about what life is
like there.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read
the full story.

Noah Riffe/Collegian
From left, Qiuchen Fan (senior-hospitality) and Mingtian Yang (senior-computer science) pose for a photo
on Wednesday, Nov. 6 in the Willard Building.

Kaitlyn Kudriavetz
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

The Indian Culture and Lan-
guage Club (ICLC) hosted Vir
Das, an Indian stand-up come-
dian and actor, as part of Penn
State’s celebration of Diwali on
Saturday night in Eisenhower
Auditorium.

Diwali, which began on Oct. 27
this year, is the five-day Hindu
festival of lights and a religious
celebration of good over evil.

ICLC’s event also featured
A Capella and dance perfor-
mances from the student orga-
nizations Fanaa, Coda Conduct,
JaDhoom and Nritya.

Following these performanc-
es, Das did his stand-up routine.
Das has starred in Hindi cinema
films and will star in a spinoff of
the ABC comedy “Fresh Off the
Boat.”

He stopped at Penn State as
part of his current tour, “The
Loved Tour,” in which he ex-
plores how love — and what hate
— has been shown throughout
his life.

“We measure our patriotism
with how much we hate each
other,” he said, “and I think
that’s absolute nonsense.”

His set did not err on the side
of caution and took no prison-
ers, as he even took jabs at the
Penn State football team’s per-
formance from earlier that day.

“F*** Minnesota. Who do
they think they are, with their
better team?” he said.

(Das was immediately met
with unhappy groans from the
audience.)

He also joked about the warm
welcome he received from Penn

Collegian file photo

Rechna Chabria holds her daughter Tamyra Dugar, 2, during the Diwali
celebration hosted by ICLC PSU at Alumni Hall on Nov. 11, 2018.

Students celebrate Diwali with
comedy acl and performances

State students on social media
upon his arrival on campus, as
he was greeted with the same
message over and over —“Hey
man, wanna smoke up?”

Student Kunal Koka thought
Das’s set was “hilarious” and
said he felt very positively about
the entire event.

“It’s a great event for our
community to get together and
celebrate, not just Diwali, but In-
dian culture and the presence of
Indians in State College,” Koka
(sophomore-biochemistry and
molecular biology) said. “Events
like these really help [serve as] a
reminder of who you are.”

Following Das’s set, students
walked to Heritage Hall in the
HUB-Robeson Center to eat
Indian food catered by India
Pavilion Exotic Indian Cuisine.

The night wrapped up with a
Bollywood Hour, in which popu-
lar Bollywood songs were played
by DJ Vaibhav Sharma and DJ
Parth.

Pranoy Bharadwaj appre-
ciated the performances and
recognized the importance of
celebrating Diwali, which he de-
scribed as “probably the most
important festival of the Hindu
religion.”

“There’s not a whole lot of In-
dians in Happy Valley,” Bharad-
waj  (sophomore-biochemistry
and molecular biology) said.
“We’re probably in pockets here
and there, but [it’s significant] to
see a lot of people who share the
same values in the same place
and who can [relate] to whatever
you feel.”

To email reporter: kxk460@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @Umkaitlynx.
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loomberg’s candidacy sets
emocrats further behind

ichael Bloom-

berg, the former

mayor of New
York City, took action to
potentially enter the
2020 presidential race as
a Democratic candidate
last week.

This decision created
noise among the other
Democratic candidates
and members of the
party, as Bloomberg
made this decision after
months of campaigning
have already been under
way.

Contrary to what
Democratic candidates’
intentions may be, add-
ing someone new into
the already packed pool
of candidates is not help-
ing anyone except Re-
publicans and especially,
supporters of Donald
Trump.

Bloomberg is a multi-
billionaire, and other
candidates, such as
Bernie Sanders, believe

OUR VIEW

Michael Bloomberg’s decision to potentially

enter the presidential race only aids Republicans

he is now trying to “buy” already far enough along but is it worth it?

the election by skip-
ping out on the first few
months of work, taking
full advantage of his po-
tentially large campaign
budget.

While Bloomberg’s
advisers claim he has
not officially made a final
decision, he filed paper-
work to ensure he would
make it onto Alabama’s
primary election ballot,
according to the New
York Times.

If exceptionally
wealthy candidates
such as Bloomberg and
Tom Steyer want to see
a Democrat in office, it
would seem most useful
to invest their time and
money into candidates

in the race, giving the
already-existing Demo-
cratic candidates a shot
at succeeding.

Perhaps Bloomberg
entered late as a strat-
egy, to stand out among
the myriad of candidates
that potential voters
have been trying to
learn about for months.

Because he entered
so late, his name is
making headlines, and
therefore potential
voters might be more in-
terested to look into his
background and goals
as a late-to-the-game
candidate.

If Bloomberg has the
money to run, he has
every right to —

Is Bloomberg propos-
ing anything exception-
ally different from the
other Democratic can-
didates already months
into their
campaigns?

Right now, the
answer seems to be
no. Bloomberg has
released little informa-
tion on what platforms
he may campaign, but if
he follows his mayoral
policies, he figures to be
socially liberal and fis-
cally conservative.

At the moment, it’s
hard to deny a lack of
unity from the Demo-
cratic party.

There’s little to show
for the past three years,

in which Democrats

in or running for office
needed to successfully
develop a plan together
to take back the White
House.

Time is dwindling
for Democrats to find a
solution, and they should
aim to support the can-
didates who are most
likely to realistically
challenge Trump come
next year.

With such a large
quantity of candidates, it
is hard for voters to have
a decent understand-
ing of each person’s
platform — adding more
won’t help. There’s a
possibility the Demo-
cratic party could have
a better shot at beating
Trump if they can suc-
cessfully boil the options
down to a few strong
front-runners, not can-
didates seemingly chas-
ing their own personal
agendas.
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MY VIEW | Cassandra Kidwell

Gen-eds

should be

considered

more than a requirement

Entering the first semester of
my freshmen year, my schedule
was as follows: Bi Sci 03, Eng-
lish 15, Spanish
200, a required
freshmen semi-
nar and one class
related to my
major in
journalism,
COMM 271.

I used to be
confused at the
large number of
classes I was taking unrelated
to my major, as the number of
general education courses (gen-
eds as many students call them)
I took only increased my second
semester, taking Entomology
100, creative writing, a women’s
studies course, Astronomy 7N
and once again only one class
related to my minor, Spanish
253.

I will never see gen-ed filled
semesters like my freshmen
year again. I am now taking a
larger course load of major and
minor related classes, so I look
back to my gen-eds and miss my
semesters of taking courses
across all subjects.

My general education require-
ments are a little more wide-
spread than other majors as a
print and digital journalism
major, but the requirements are
similar for all Bachelor of Arts
candidates.

Kidwell

Penn State requires every
student takes a certain amount
of general education in the
fields of Health and Wellness,
Natural Sciences, Arts,
Humanities, Social and Behav-
ioral Sciences and Integrative
Studies (commonly used as
Inter-domain course.) The
school also require English 15
(or a substitute) and a CAS
speech class.

As to how general education
classes help Penn State stu-
dents, Penn State’s general edu-
cation website said students can
“acquire skills, knowledge, and
experiences for living in inter-
connected contexts; making life
better for themselves, others,
and the larger world.”

For me, my general education
courses were a refreshing intro-
duction into college learning. It
is easy to dismiss gen-eds as
pointless, throw-away classes,
but they were a lot more to me.

Bi Sci 03 — one of the most
common general science classes
for students in the College of
Communications — changed my
outlook on the structure of a
classroom. Focused on self-
development over academic
takeaways, it was certainly a
class style that I never saw in
high school.

The idea of these unrelated
major requirements can also be
frustrating — I know someone

“For me, my
general education
courses were a
refreshing
introduction into
college learning”

Cassandra Kidwell

who would have a perfect 4.0
GPA if it wasn’t for his C in Eng-
lish 15 — but most gen-ed pro-
fessors are not trying to fail stu-
dents in their courses.

For those who never show up
to their gen-eds or don’t consid-
er them helpful classes, I
believe they can actually provide
some helpful takeaways. Gen-
eds are a given opportunity to
try a subject or course you have
always been interested in, but is
not the primary focus of your
studies.

If students choose an easy-A
gen-ed that is known to be bor-
ing, then it makes sense some
say they don’t get anything out
of gen-ed courses.

Now, having no gen-eds
scheduled for either semester
this year and only two gen-ed
requirements left, I will certain-
ly miss the diversity of taking
classes in different subjects.

It could be because the class-
es were easier on my workload,
but what other time in my life
will I be able to hold a Madagas-
car hissing cockroach in my
class than Entomology 100? Or
watch someone drink their own
spit in Bi Sci 03?7 Not many
other classes allow the same
freedom and excitement as
some gen-eds do.

Only Penn State general edu-
cation courses offer opportuni-
ties like SOC 119, where the lec-
tures are recorded and posted
on YouTube for audiences of
thousands to see, or Astronomy
7N, an online video game that
was created to teach students
Astronomy in an interesting
way.

My tips to those looking for
gen-eds is to find a subject that
you actually find interesting and
can see yourself gaining benefi-
cial experience from. Also, most
advisers can find a way to make
a class fit into a general educa-
tion requirement if you want to
try new fields. Don’t be afraid to
ask questions and step out of
your comfort zone, as you may
find a new interest you never
knew you had.

Cassandra Kidwell is a sophomore
majoring in print & digial journalism and
is a columnist for The Daily Collegian.
Email her at cpk5276@psu.edu or follow
her on Twitter at @cassiewellkid.

We want to hear from you

Send us your comments on
our coverage, editorial decisions
and the Penn State community.

Email: editorinchief@
psucollegian.com
Online: collegian.psu.edu

Postal Mail/In Person: 123 S.
Burrowes St., State College, PA
16801
Letters should be about 200
words. Student letters should
include class year, major and
campus. Letters from alumni
should include graduation year.
All writers should provide their
address and phone number for

verification. Letters should be
signed by no more than two peo-
ple. Members of organizations
must include their titles if the
topic they write about is connect-
ed with the aim of their groups.
The Collegian reserves the right
to edit letters. The Collegian can-
not guarantee publication of all
letters. Letters chosen also run
on The Daily Collegian Online
and may be selected for publica-
tion in The Weekly Collegian. All
letters become property of Colle-
gian Inc.

Who we are
The Daily Collegian’s editorial

opinion is determined by its
Board of Opinion, which is made
up of members of its Board of
Editors, with the editor in chief
holding final responsibility for
content. The opinions expressed
on the editorial page are not
necessarily those of Collegian
Inc., a separate institution from
Penn State.

About the Collegian

The Daily Collegian and The
Weekly Collegian are published
by Collegian Inc., an indepen-
dent, nonprofit corporation with
a board of directors composed of
students, faculty and profession-

als. Penn State students write
and edit both papers and solicit
advertising for them during the
fall and spring semesters as well
as the second six-week summer
session, The Daily Collegian
publishes Monday and Thursday.
Issues are distributed by mail to
other Penn State campuses and
subscribers.

Complaints

News and editorial complaints
should be presented to the edi-
tor. Business and advertising
complaints should be presented
to the business manager.
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Overtime winner secures eighth Big Ten title

By Madeline Lapreziosa
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

It was a riveting back-and-forth
match, but Penn State prevailed.

The Nittany Lions captured
their eighth Big
Ten Tournament
title in program
history, defeating
Michigan 2-1 in
overtime, capping off an excel-
lent run from late in the regular
season into postseason play.

The two sides matched each
other step for step in the first half,
trading spells of possession in the
other team’s half.

Michigan nearly opened the
scoring in the 25th minute, as
center back Caitlin Haislip sur-
rendered possession in her de-
fensive half. Sarah Statigakis
tried to put one past Amanda
Dennis, who was off her line, but
the Nittany Lion keeper came up
with a leaping save.

Penn State created several op-
portunities, notably in the 32nd
minute when Sam Coffey picked
up the ball at midfield and surged
toward the Michigan penalty area
and fired a shot that sailed wide
left of goal.

The Nittany Lions and the Wol-
verines both totaled seven shots
in the first 45 minutes, with nei-
ther side able to make one count
on the scoreboard.

WOMEN’S
SOCCER

Courtesy of Penn State Athletics Ryan Snyder

The Penn State women’s soccer team celebrates on the field after beating Michigan 2-1 in overtime to win the
program’s eighth Big Ten championship and third in five years.

The high-intensity, back-and-
forth play carried over into the
second half, but the Wolverines
quickly gained the upper hand,
pinning the Nittany Lions back in
their own defensive third.

The final 20 minutes of regula-
tion featured electric end-to-end
action, as both teams threatened

in the attack. Penn State found a
pair of chances in the 69th min-
ute, launching a counter-attack
through Frankie Tagliaferri who
found Rachel Wasserman on the
left side. The forward fired a shot
that hit the side netting.

Seconds later, Coffey threat-
ened in the penalty area, finding

herself one-on-one with goal-
keeper Hillary Beall on the right
side, but the Michigan goalkeeper
denied the Coffey of the opening
goal.

The deadlock was finally bro-
ken in the 82nd minute when
Michigan’s Raleigh Loughman
drove a low cross in front of goal

which appeared to be buried by
Sura Yekka. The goal was initially
called back due to an apparent
offside, but a replay revealed that
the ball deflected off the foot of
Payton Linnehan into the back of
the net.

Just a minute later, chaos en-
sued again, as Tagliaferri drew a
foul inside the Michigan 18-yard
box, setting up a penalty kick for
Coffey, who blasted her shot past
Beall in the top left corner.

The match progressed to over-
time tied at 1-1, but it didn’t take
long for Penn State to seal the
victory.

In the 93rd minute, Linnehan
found herself in open space with
Beall off her line.

The freshman produced a pic-
ture-perfect chip from outside
the 18-yard box for the decisive
golden goal.

Following back-to-back clean
sheets, goalkeeper Amanda Den-
nis was solid yet again.

The senior tallied six saves, as
her performance kept the Nittany
Lions in the game from start to
finish.

Penn State will now look to ride
its nine-game winning streak into
the NCAA tournament, as Sun-
day’s triumph guarantees them a
spot among the field of 64 teams.

To email reporter: mzl5703@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @MadzX44.

Ken Minamoto/Collegian

Forward Liam Butts (7) scores the second goal of the game for Penn State during the Big Ten Quarterfinal
game on Nov. 10. The No. 2-seeded Nittany Lions defeated the No. 7-seeded Badgers, 3-0.

Sload and Butts lead attack

By Justin Morganstein
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

As Penn State’s postseason
run began on Sunday afternoon,
its star forwards who have come
through all year
stood out once
again.

Freshman
Liam Butts and
senior Christian Sload have been
the offensive sparks for Penn
State all season, and they are
ready to display their uncanny
scoring abilities on an important
stage.

The Nittany Lions got the post-
season start they were looking
for on Sunday afternoon, soundly
beating Wisconsin in the first
round of the Big Ten Tournament
3-0.

And unsurprisingly, it was
Butts and Sload who were at the
forefront of the scoring in Penn
State’s win.

After going into the halftime
locker room scoreless, Penn State
— as usual — remained calm, as
they’ve been a strong second-half

MEN’S
SOCCER

team all season.
“It’s all about togetherness,”
coach Jeff Cook said.
“Staying together in every mo-
ment is what they’ve done and it’s
a great credit to

forwards do best — finding the
back of the net.

The Reading, Pennsylvania
native, scored his third goal in
three games and has been ex-
tremely active

this group.” in Penn State’s
That “to- latest unbeaten
getherness” is [N LRES all about streak which is
something that now at eight,
the groupgof for- togetherness. scoring the lgast
RV Staying together  Rubiaaern
Butts and Sload EETIRSSI /81000180 1Al Nittany Lions.
have fed off each 0 Butts, mean-
other at every IS What they ’Ve whil(?, was able
Tl done,anditsa  FEakl
PRt oreat credit to goal,  which
Ten nominee in - * would be the
Butts, and Sload [JRAOE group. natural  goal-
vyho is an expe- scorer’s  first
rienced forward LU helper on the
that has come (EI I season.
up with clutch Then  just
goals time and minutes later,
time again, it is the freshman

imperative that they are on the
same page at all times in order
for this team to be at its best.
“Our communication as the
season  has

gone on has

gotten better

and Detter,”
Butts said
about him and
his fellow for-
ward.

And after
the teams left
the halftime
locker room
to resume
play, the com-
munication
between the
forwards was
evident as two
got the scor-
ing started for
the  Nittany

Lions.
|| In the 58th
minute, Sload
took a beauti-
~ | ful feed from

gan Butts in the

Christian Sload (24) celebrate after scoring a goal box and did

during the Big Ten Quarterfinal game against Wisconsin. what

both

star was able to get a tally of his
own. Off a beautiful set up by
Aaron Molloy, Butts finished off
what would be an important in-
surance goal for the Nittany Li-
ons and his ninth of the season.

The explosive forward com-
bination of Butts and Sload has
proven to be too much to handle
for opposing defenses at times
and will be essential if Penn
State plans on playing soccer
deep into November.

“Both those guys just carry
a threat to position themselves
in the box and it’s really what
[Butts and Sload] are good at,”
Cook said.

“That is the stuff we work on.”

And if the defense and goal-
keeping remains solid, this of-
fense with the help of massive
preparation can help carry the
team in what hopes to be a Big
Ten title run.

“Teams aren’t gonna be easy
to break down,” Cook said.

“But we have to understand
that it is gonna be hard in Big
Ten Tournament play.”

To email reporter: jum668@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @jmo31800.

PSU shows postseason
adjustments in victory

By David Pollak
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

With the regular season in
the rearview mirror, Penn State
has now entered win or go home

territory.
y Mistakes are no
MEN’S longer able to be

fixed for the next
game, because
there’s a chance that there
won’t be one, as one mistake
can essentially be the end of the
season and for coach Jeff Cook.

He took that into account in
his side’s preparation for its
matchup against Wisconsin in
the quarterfinal of the Big Ten
tournament.

“What we’re trying to do in
the practice environment is just
turn the pressure up a little bit
and create those situations,”
Cook said. “An example of that,
one of the ways you can advance
is through penalty-kick rounds.
We hope we can win the games
in the course of play because
penalty shootouts are really
challenging.”

However, Cook noted that de-
spite preparing for these single-
game eliminations, nothing can
truly replicate those moments.

“You need to prepare for that
but there’s nothing that you can
do to prepare for the actual pres-
sure of that reality,” Cook said.
“We’ve been trying to prepare
for that, should we need to go to
penalties in the postseason, but
then be confident and believe in
ourselves if that moment comes
in front of us.”

Cook and the Nittany Lions
turned around a slow first half to
break through with three goals
in the second half and cruised
into the semifinals.

While it may not have had to
implement the tactics of a sin-
gle-elimination game, such as

SOCCER

going to penalty Kicks, it’s about
having the mindset and aware-
ness surrounding the signifi-
cance of every detail that could
turn into those situations.

For Penn State, its win over
Wisconsin was the first victory
in the Big Ten tournament since
its victory in the play-in game in
2015.

This year’s side has seen plenty
of firsts. Even the upperclassmen
haven’t been able to experience a
deep postseason run in their time
donning the blue and white.

On the other hand, Cook has
been here before. Before his days
in Happy Valley, he spent 17 years
at Dartmouth, winning five Ivy
League championships and sev-
en NCAA tournament appearanc-
es — including two appearances
to the Sweet Sixteen.

Even before Dartmouth, he
led Cincinnati in 1998 to its first
NCAA tournament bid, including
an upset over No. 1 SMU during
the regular season.

“The biggest thing that I can
say to our guys is how much we
as a staff believe in them and they
should believe in each other,”
Cook said. “The message we have
to the group is don’t change.”

While the games are only going
to become more difficult and the
stage is going to be brighter than
ever, it’s about remaining humble
and sticking true to Penn State’s
identity.

We’ve been working now for
three months to get to this stage,
so we have to stick to what makes
us a good team and difficult to
play against,” Cook said. “That
has to be next weekend or in an
NCAA tournament game. When-
ever it comes to us, we have to
stay true to ourselves.”

To email reporter: dbp5295@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at
@David_Pollak097.

Firstname Lastname/Organization

Defender Alex Stevenson (18) heads the ball against Wisconsin at Jef-

fery Field on Nov. 10.
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Gardner, Edsell shine in dual ts

By Jake Aferiat
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

By this point in his career, Luke
Gardner has seen a lot.

The Pottsville, Pennsylva-
—— nia, native has
WRESTLING " Penn State

take home three
NCAA titles, he's
seen his teammates compete in
the bastion of wrestling that is
Rec Hall and he's seen what it
takes to get to the next level.

But prior to Sunday, he wit-
nessed all of this without ever
stepping foot on the mat as a
competitor in Rec Hall.

The junior has spent much
of his career as a backup, first
sitting behind three-time NCAA
champion Zain Retherford and
more recently behind NCAA
qualifier Brady Berge and
Jarod Verkleeren as the two were
locked in a roster battle at 149
pounds last season.

And sure, it's hard to not im-
prove when a wrestler is in a
room that has a coaching staff
like Penn State's and world and
Olympic caliber athletes like the

members of the Nittany Lion
Wrestling Club.

But that only got Gardner so
far.

He admitted after Sunday's
match though, that all the train-
ing Gardner did in the room and
watching his teammates compete
in Rec Hall only painted a partial
picture for what the experience
was actually like.

"Wrestling in the room, wres-
tling every day, it's something
that you're just used to," Gardner
said. "But then you come out here
and wrestle in front of so many
fans and with the lights and stuff,
it's a lot different and kind of gets
your blood going a little bit."

Gardner is 15-10 in his career
after competing in open tourna-
ments each of the last two sea-
sons and eight of those 15 wins
have been by the bonus point
variety, so perhaps that should've
been indicative of what was to
come for Gardner.

Prior to the season, Sanderson
confirmed Gardner was in the
hunt for the job at 149, but Gard-
ner's been either in the hunt or on
the cusp for a long time.

Cael Sanderson then said

Lily LaRegina/Collegian

Creighton Edsell wins his match against Andrew Buckley during
Penn State’s season opener against Navy at Rec Hall on Sunday.

ATTENTION

PUBLIC NOTICE OF SCHEDULED
MEETINGS

The Board of Trustees of The
Pennsylvania State University hereby
gives legal notice of meetings to be held
at University Park on November 14-15,
2019.

Meetings for the committees will be held
on Thursday, November 14, from 8:00
a.m. until 4:25 p.m. The complete listing
of times and locations is available at:
https://www.trustees.psu.edu/agenda/
schedulenovember2019.html.

On Friday, November 15, a Trustee
Conference and/or Privileged Executive
Session for the Board of Trustees will be
held in Room 207 of the Penn Stater

FOR RENT 3
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE 3BR-1 bath town
house, close to campus, bus route, walk-
ing distance; up to 3-4 students/guests
($1300 PM) with 3-4 free parking avail-
able, up to August 10, 2020, please call
at 814-571-7624.

FOR RENT

3 & 4 bedroom houses, townhouses &
apartments for rent August 2020. Walk to
campus, parking included.
www.pennair.net 814-571-5230

Lily LaRegina/Collegian

Luke Gardner wrestles Jon Park during Penn State’s season opener against Navy at Rec Hall on
Sunday, Nov. 10. Gardner pinned Park in 1:46 and Penn State won 45-0.

earlier in the week that a
premium was going to be placed
on who would compete with the
right mindset in addition to who
would produce the best result
for the Nittany Lions at both
149 and 125, two weights which
Sanderson said were up for grabs.

On Sunday though, Gardner fi-
nally broke through.

In his dual meet and Rec Hall
debut, Gardner took on Navy's
Jon Park and wasted no time,
securing a fall in 1:46 in the sec-
ond bout out of the gate for the
Nittany Lions.

Gardner's win by fall set the
tone for the other Penn State
wrestlers who also made their
dual debuts on Sunday with
freshman Creighton Edsell also
registering a win — a 5-2 decision
— in his debut as well.

"You want to figure out how to
be at your best in every match,
and if you have the ability to get a
fall then you want to get the fall,"

N

RENT IT
HELP WANTED

NEED AN INDIVIDUAL to help Part-Time,
in milk processing and operating bottler in
the bottle washer. Contact Joe Meyer at
Meyer Dairy Store 814-237-1849.

SNOW HELP: $20-$25 per hour, plus a
meal each day, work is in State College.
Call 814-571-7186.

Get
Penn State

Sanderson said. "If winning by
one point matches your best ef-
forts and that's, that's great too."

Edsell also made his Rec
Hall debut, though it took the
Wyalusing, Pennsylvania, native
less time to break into the lineup
than Gardner.

Billed at 174, the freshman
Edsell wrestled a weight class up
and showed he proved his worth
as a formidable spot starter when
needed and handled the Rec Hall
crowd like a seasoned vet.

"I had definitely had some
butterflies but not as many as
I thought and I just took the op-
portunity and I'm just grateful for
it," Edsell said. "It's definitely an
awesome feeling; definitely very
energetic. Just something I've
never really felt before. I mean,
come from a really small town
so I didn't really have that back
where I was from."

He also impressed Sanderson
with his victory.

1 2

4 5 6

"He's only going to continue to
climb from here so I think he did
a nice job his first match in Rec
Hall, as a freshman, up a weight
class against a tough opponent,"
Sanderson said.

But both Edsells and
Gardner's presences in the line-
up were the product of the op-
portunity presenting itself and
Sanderson stressed the
importance of needing to be
ready when those opportunities
arise, regardless of if a wrestler
was a bona fide starter or not.

And Gardner knew his time to
finally burst into the lineup was
on the horizon.

"I stayed the course and I just
kept working hard, and I knew if
I kept working hard good things
would happen because good
things happen to good people,"
Gardner said.

To email reporter: jxa5415@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @Jake_Aferiat51.
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Bigar’s
Stars

By JACQUELINE BIGAR

www.jacquelinebigar.com
©2019 King Features Syndicate Inc.

ARIES (3/21-4/19) %% Before you
agree to what seem like great terms,
consider all that you offer. Could you be
shortchanging yourself? This agreement
should directly reflect what you bring to
the table. Tonight: All smiles.

TAURUS (4/20-5/20) %k*** You know
you are in your element. You know what
to do and why. Allow yourself to reflect
on who you are and why you make the
choices you do. In any case, you need
to stay on top of a key matter. Tonight:
Expect only positive vibes.

GEMINI (5/21-6/20) %% Be willing to
take a back seat and not worry too
much about what is happening around
you. Try to lie back and understand.
Everyone involved reflects a different en-
ergy. Do not feel the need to participate
for now. Tonight: Just observe.

CANCER (6/21-7/22) %%%% You could
be unduly emotional as you try to wipe

out a problem quickly and easily. Your
sense of humor emerges when hanging
with friends or in a meeting. Tap into
your long-term desires when making

a choice. You know what you want.
Tonight: Where the action is.

LEO (7/23-8/22) %%%* Take a stand
if needed. Others respect you and your
ideas. You will be listened to, but you
can’t necessarily count on agreement.
Your sense of humor comes into play
when dealing with a respected elder or
boss. Tonight: Till the wee hours.

VIRGO (8/23-9/22) %%k Look for the
unusual solution. Do not hesitate to ask
questions to gain a stronger grasp of
what is happening. If you stay open,
you might hear some amazing solutions
and ideas. Tonight: Go for something
offbeat.

LIBRA (9/23-10/22) %% ** One-on-one
relating is highlighted. You might have

difficulty getting past a problem without
a partner or close associate pitching in.
You might not have all the ideas, but you
certainly present several viable solutions.
Listen to others’ ideas as well. Tonight:
Choose your direction after a discussion.

SCORPIO (10/23-11/21) %%%* Defer

to another person while being aware of
the possibilities that surround you. How
you make a difference will be through
openness and responsiveness. You could
be taken aback by the speed of events.
Tonight: Do not worry; all will turn in
your favor.

SAGITTARIUS (11/22-12/21) %%* Your
ability to dig in and get to the root of a
problem emerges. Others cheer you on
as they think you are heading in the right
direction. Pace yourself, listen and be
aware. You can’t go wrong. Tonight: Do
not push too hard.

CAPRICORN (12/22-1/19) %dkk* Your

imagination adds some intriguing twists
and turns to what seems inevitable. You
like what emerges and enjoy considering
all the possibilities. With a friend or in a
group meeting, a discussion points the
way. Tonight: Where the fun is.

AQUARIUS (1/20-2/18) %% Given the
circumstances, you could be out of sorts
and unsure of what is best. Inevitably,
when you toss the issue out so others
can give you feedback, solutions appear.
Brainstorm away. Tonight: At home.

PISCES (2/19-3/20) %*%%% Get together
with associates and you will receive
powerful feedback. Do a better job of
listening when others come to you.
Sometimes you are too into the ideas
and not focused on basic facts and/or
reality. Tonight: Let it all hang out.
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Sean Clifford shoulders blame for loss

By Caleb Wilfinger
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Following nearly every single
Penn State victory this season,
Sean Clifford has stressed that he
could have played a better game.

And while Clifford has been his
own toughest critic throughout
his first season as Penn State’s
starting quarterback, the Nittany
Lions won each of his first eight
starts, registering his rather
harsh self-assessments moot in
the process.

Once again on Saturday,
Clifford was quick to place the
brunt of the blame on himself for
the offense’s struggles.

But this time around, there
was certainly good reason for the
young quarterback to be upset
with his performance.

Clifford struggled from
the onset against an upstart
Minnesota team and it resulted
in his first loss as a starter, as he
finished the game 23-for-43 for
340 yards, a touchdown and three
interceptions.

“I think I can definitely play
a lot better, and I know I say
that each week, but this week it
actually hurt wus,” Clifford
said. “It’s one of those things
where you can’t help but blame
yourself.”

Clifford was uncomfortable
from the opening drive of the
contest, as he underthrew a
ball intended for wide receiver
Justin Shorter, and it was picked
off by Minnesota safety Antoine
Winfield Jr.

That was the first of two
interceptions from Winfield, both
of which kept points off the board
for Penn State and erased drives
that would have given the Nittany
Lions a lead in the first half.

Instead, the visitors were
behind the eight-ball from the
start and the Minnesota crowd
fed off each of Penn State’s
mistakes, most of which were
Clifford’s fault in his eyes.

“Hats off to [Minnesotal,
they're a great team and
they played a hell of a game,”
Clifford said. “But I just have to
play better and there’s not much
else toit.”

Clifford sounded exhausted
following the contest and the
redshirt sophomore certainly
had every reason to be, both
physically and emotionally after
such a taxing game.

Beyond the wusual bumps
and bruises of a football game,
Clifford suffered cramps late in
the fourth quarter that made it
difficult for him to even walk.

“As the game wound down you
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Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Quarterback Sean Clifford (14) throws the ball during warm-ups against Minnesota at TCF Stadium in
Minneapolis, Minn. on Saturday, Nov. 9.

could see that he wasn’t moving
very well, he was cramping up,”
James Franklin said. “I thought
overall he had a tough, gutsy
performance and he’ll learn from
this.”

And yet, while Clifford
struggled in his third start against
a ranked opponent, he still had a
chance to lead his team to victory
in the waning moments.

In fact, it appeared as if the
hobbled quarterback was going
to complete a remarkable fourth
quarter comeback after Penn
State marched its way downfield
and into the red zone with under
two minutes to play.

But the Nittany Lions would
eventually stall inside the
Minnesota 20-yard line in what

5 was their final possession of a

itlin Lee/Collegian
Quarterback Sean Clifford (14) carries the ball during the game against
Minnesota at TCF Stadium in Minneapolis, Minn. on Saturday, Nov. 9.

one-score defeat.

“[Clifford] did make plays to
put us in a position to win today,”
tight end Pat Freiermuth said.
“But the whole offense needed to
capitalize more in the red zone.
I think how we played in the red
zone was unacceptable and we
needed to execute better and
score touchdowns once we got
down there.”

Clifford did mention that the
Gophers did a good job in how
they went about mixing up their
coverages and disguising their

blitzes. This was something
that seemed to disrupt the
quarterback’s rhythm at various
points throughout the afternoon.

However, Clifford didn’t make
excuses for how he performed
in a pressure-
packed environ-
ment.

Even on Penn
State’s final play
— when a pass
interference
call that could
have kept the

“I think I can
definitely play a lot
better, and I know I
say that each week,
but this week it

Cincinnati native was left to
grapple with his first loss at the
collegiate level as a starting
quarterback.

This is the kind of result that
erases much of what Clifford had
previously done
to help get this
Penn State team
to a point where
it could think
about a Big Ten
title and a berth
in the College
Football Playoff.

Nittany  Lions ” Now, what
in it was missed actually hurt us. happens a
— he contin- ] month from now
Sean Clifford . .
G cereocs RN
himself for mak- mind. At this mo-
ing a poor throw. ment, it’s about

“I was just trying to read what
the defense gave me,” Clifford
said.

“The ball was actually
intended for Jahan [Dotson], but
I missed him. Simple as that.”

Entering Saturday’s game,
Clifford had thrown for 1,931
yards and 20 touchdowns
this season, to go along with
completing 62 percent of his
passes, a 164.9 passer rating and
only three interceptions.

But as he sat in the visiting
media room after the game, the

internalizing what he’s learned
from this demoralizing defeat and
focusing on the week ahead.

“I don’t really know how I’ll
handle this because I haven't
been a part of a loss yet,” Clifford
said.

“But I know that as one of the
leaders on this team, I have to
step up and be better. The one
thing that I can guarantee is that
I'll grow from this.”

To email reporter: cjw5768@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @caleb_wilfinger.

Execution
FROM Page 1.

For as bad as the Nittany Lions played
in the first half, Penn State drove down the
field with a minute left, with a chance to
win the game.

“We just made adjustments,” offensive
lineman Steven Gonzalez said. “We put
in our mind that we were just going to
execute a lot better and we were going to
be a lot more fundamentally sound.” “It
was just a mindset flip to be honest.”

And while Penn State did flip a switch,
so to say, it wasn’t enough.

“I'm not disappointed in the way that
we fought,” Johnson said. “We had a
chance at the end. I'm pleased with how
we fought, just disappointed with the
execution in the first half.”

The Nittany Lions had small problems
all season. That never cost them a victory,
but they were far from perfect. Whether

it was a lack of execution, or a blown
assignment, or a dropped it never
really cost Penn State. On Saturday,
Minnesota was good enough to make
these small problems into big problems
from the opening snap. Minnesota was
the better football team on Saturday.
The Gophers deserved to be 9-0 and
Penn State deserves to be 8-1

The defining moment for Penn State
this season is how they are going to
respond and how the Nittany Lions will
deal with this defeat. That will determine
if this team is really different from teams
in previous years.

“We have to use this as a step forward.
We haven’t dealt with that,” Mustipher
said. “We haven’t dealt with teams
coming out and putting points on
the board quickly like that. We’ll look at
it and tomorrow we will address what we
need to do better and we will move on.”

To email reporter: bef5167@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @BFerree.
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* Studios, Apartments, Townhouses & Houses
*1t0 12 occupant units
« Walking distance to campus & downtown
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Linebacker Jan Johnson (36) tackles Minnesota quarterback Tanner Morgan (2) for loss
during the game against Minnesota at TCF Stadium in Minneapolis, Minn.
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$15 ADVANCED $20 DAY OF SHOW Mention this ad and have your

application fee waived through
November 30, 2019

NEW OFFICE LOCATION:

938 W, College Avenue

THE STATE THEATRE
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 14TH
DOORS -7 PM. MUSIC -8 PM

FOR TICKETS VISIT: THESTATETHEATRE.ORG OR CALL 814.272.0606

§14-231-3100
nittanypm.com

State College, PA 16801
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