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William Snyder III always saw 
art as language; but his latest work, 
“Wild Geese,” is inspired by words 
themselves.

Growing up in Bedford, Pennsyl-
vania, Snyder, an adjunct assistant 
professor in Penn State’s School of Vi-
sual Arts, showed a childhood talent 
for drawing and took private lessons 
once a week throughout elementary 
school. 

Snyder quickly learned to see art 
like a language.

“[It] just became a part of how I 
understand and see things,” Snyder 
said. 

Before his latest project — a multi-
colored mural in downtown State Col-
lege — took flight, he had to figure out 
how his own creativity worked. 

Artistically inclined
Though involved with the arts grow-

ing up, Snyder said he gradually real-
ized his desire for a creative career.  

In high school, he studied abroad 
in a French town roughly three hours 
south of Paris. A fan of Van Gogh, 
Snyder had the opportunity to enthu-
siastically explore the Louvre and the 
Musee d’Orsay. 

In 1998, he enrolled in Carnegie 
Mellon University in Pittsburgh. Sny-
der eventually transferred to the inte-
grative arts program at Penn State, 
his father’s alma mater. 

After graduating in 2003, he went 
on to earn his master’s degree from 
Penn State as well.    

That’s when he took “Art and Social 
Activism” with Lonnie Graham. 

“[The class] was really pivotal for 
me to think beyond just drawing or 
painting a pretty picture, but how 
my work and I could engage with the 
world to make a positive difference,” 
Snyder said. 

Graham said Snyder showed “ex-
traordinary levels of talent” in gen-
eral renderings, drawings and artistic 
ability. 

But there was a distance at 
that point between the art he was  

creating and the social matters he was  
passionate about.

Soon, Snyder went out and began 
his first large-scale project about the 
Rwandan genocide, called “800,000 
Acknowledge. Remember. Renew.” It 
consisted of 2,500 books, displayed in 
100 crates, designed to evoke memo-
rial and storytelling. Most of the pag-
es are empty, Snyder said, but people 
are allowed to print their hand in clay 
on a page. 

The project was first shown at the 
Zoller Gallery at Penn State for Sny-
der’s graduate thesis in 2006. It was 
later on display in the U.N. Secre-
tariat Building Lobby in New York in 
2014.

Snyder spent two years working 
on the project, adding a third year of 
graduate school to complete it. 

He worked with community and 
high school groups, creating an in-
structional kit for them to learn how 
to bind 800,000 pages to represent the 
800,000 people killed in the genocide.

Snyder has since moved onto other 
large-format projects, like #BigVes-
pas, in which he created sculptures 
of Vespas, as well as “Wild Geese,” a 
mural where geese fly over a geomet-
ric pattern. Graham looks forward to 
seeing what his former student cre-
ates next.  

“It’s very exciting to see an artist 
that has that range, that has these 
multiple levels of visual conversa-
tion,” Graham said. “I love to see 
him continue to broaden his scope to 
deepen the level of his efficacy.”

Flying High
In his everyday life, Snyder, a juried 

artist, now teaches a drawing course 
for non-visual arts majors and a foun-
dations course for those new to the 
major.

“Getting back to teaching has been 
really fun because it’s challenged me 
to reflect on what I know,” Snyder 
said. 

He hopes his interest in perfor-
mance will also help further engage 
students. 

While Snyder was working at the 
Zoller Gallery during his graduate 

program, he met Rick Bryant, the  
executive director for the Central 
Pennsylvania Festival of the Arts.

Bryant said he admires Snyder’s 
work ethic and considers him an as-
set to the community. 

“He’s not a person who’s going to 
sit there and let the world come to his 
door, and I think that that’s great on 
his part,” Bryant said. “More people 
need to do that.”

Snyder, who had a full-time job until 
the end of 2016, is adjusting to pursu-
ing art as a full-time career. In addi-
tion to teaching, Snyder will be closing 
out the group exhibit at West Chester 
University by giving a lecture. 

He said that reflection and consid-
eration play a large part in developing 
new projects, especially finding influ-
ences within his environment. 

“You kind of boil and interweave 
those connections and see what 
comes out,” Snyder said.  

When he was working on his #Big-
Vespa series, he wanted to explore 
the connection between its stylistic 
and military history. 

“One of my habits is that I’ve gained 
the responsibility, or feel the respon-
sibility, to fulfill a vision if I get it,” 
Snyder said. “That’s what will drive 
me to finish something — problem 
solving and figuring that out, that’s 
the exciting part for me.” 

‘Make Art Happen’
Michael Black, creative director 

of BLACK SUN studio, has known 
Snyder for about five years. Black de-
scribed Snyder as “all-in, passionate 
[and] next-level.”

“William’s contribution to the local 
community has invigorated and stim-
ulated even the everyday non-observ-
er,” Black said. 

Due to an interest in marketing, 
Snyder created an inspirational motto 
for himself: “Make art happen.” The 
motto made him feel like he was forc-
ing art, Snyder said. He shifted to “let 
art happen,” as a reminder to filter 
and exert less control when creating. 

“William has a unique and power-
ful voice in our local and national 
art scene. In a day when it’s difficult 

to differentiate among emerging  
artists, William stands out and is 
easily recognizable. His technically 
sound, cleverly loud, and whimsically 
light style is super refreshing,” Black 
said via email.

When he creates his own artwork, 
Snyder said he likes to find “the best 
medium for the project that properly 
articulates the thought,” and he en-
joys the problem-solving aspect of 
working in different mediums. 

As well as the paint and design 
aspects of art, Snyder, who grew up 
woodworking, is also comfortable 
with carpentry, welding and fabrica-
tion.

Snyder was inspired to create “Wild 
Geese” after reading an eponymous 
poem by Mary Oliver about connec-
tion, and having a “pivotal moment 
for me to be encouraged for my own 
life about finding your place and deal-
ing with that.” Snyder also has anoth-
er piece, “10,000 Daffodils,” inspired 
by a poem by William Wadsworth,  
where a field of 10,000 manmade daf-
fodils sit. 

He did a digital rendering of the 
“Wild Geese” piece. After waiting 
11 months for approval, the project 
moved forward.

Elaine Meder-Wilgus met Snyder 
through local theatrical productions. 
The alley where her store, Web-
ster’s Bookstore and Cafe, is located, 
also houses Snyder’s flock of “Wild 
Geese.” 

“I love that he’s always sort of 
thinking outside the box and looking 
for new ways to feature art as public 
work,” Meder-Wilgus said. “The mu-
ral that he did on the side of our build-
ing here is beautiful. It just makes 
people happy — everyone takes their 
pictures in front of it.” 

Snyder hopes that viewers will take 
away other lessons from the mural – 
and the poem — as well.

“You know, I think we’re all trying to 
look for that connection to humanity, 
so it was a real crucial time for me to 
read that,” Snyder said.

To email reporter: grb5181@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @gabbybarone98.

By Lauren Lee 
The Daily Collegian

Despite being born and raised 
in America, Angela Huang still 
gets the question: “Where are you 
really from?” 

“They ask me if I’m Chinese, 
and I say, ‘I’m Taiwanese.’ And 
they’d say, ‘Same thing,’” Huang 
(freshman-premedicine) said. 
“But it’s not the same thing.”

To Huang, being Taiwanese is a 
big part of her identity –– but so is 
being American. Her parents car-
ried on their culture after leaving 
Taiwan and moving to the United 
States. 

While Huang had friends in 
high school who were Asian, few 
were Taiwanese.

“With my American friends, I 
acted a little different in the sense 
that I would talk more about pop 
culture and Americanized things, 
like movies and celebrities,” 
Huang said. 

Transitioning into college, 
some students, like Huang, 
grapple with how their cultures  
blend in with their new environ-
ment. 

Attending Taiwanese-Chinese 
school on the weekends was 
Huang’s only chance to meet peo-
ple similar to her outside of Penn 
State. At this school, she learned 
about Taiwanese culture and 
Mandarin Chinese, the language 
of Taiwan. 

For Huang, a major aspect of 
Taiwanese culture is the food. 
Lunch boxes known as “bian 
dang” and oyster pancakes were 
some of the traditional food sold 
at her Taiwanese school. In class, 
Huang learned Chinese yo-yo, in 

which she balanced two disks on 
a string suspended by two wood-
en sticks.

At first, Huang said she didn’t 
like Taiwanese school. She saw it 
as more homework.

“But, I found it to be fun after 
a while because I made friends 
there who were Taiwanese, so we 
were able to share the same ex-
periences,” Huang said. 

For holidays, Huang and her 
family celebrate Chinese New 
Year and Mid-Autumn Festival. 
Her family would decorate the 
house and eat “hot-pot,” or food 
prepared with a simmering pot of 
soup. 

As for American holidays, 
Huang said she mostly uses 
Thanksgiving and Christmas 
breaks to focus on being with 
family, rather than celebrating 
the holidays themselves. 

“I think it’s nice to have this 
kind of bubble of a unique thing 
that my family and a few other 
families celebrate,” Huang said. 
“It’s a nice experience to share 
that with my family.” 

‘Different Perspectives’
When Huang came to Penn 

State, she joined the Taiwanese 
American Student Association to 
stay in touch with her culture. 

TASA is an organization where 
students can connect with other 
students with a Taiwanese back-
ground through cultural events. 

“Most of the people in TASA 
are international students, so it’s 
interesting to see the different 
perspectives,” Huang said. 

Po-Ju Su, the president of 
TASA, said the purpose of the or-

ganization is to assist and spon-
sor native or American Taiwan-
ese students at Penn State by 
helping them adapt to the Ameri-
can lifestyle at college.

Su (information and science 
technology) said the organization 
helps members attend events 
such as THON and football 
games where “general interna-
tional students have a problem 
fitting [into] this culture at other 
organizations.” 

Su said TASA currently has 
101 paid members and also as-
sists around 20 freshmen at other 
Penn State branch campuses.

As president, Su said the orga-
nization’s goal is to expand to a 
wider group of people by welcom-
ing more members from different 
backgrounds. 

Flip of Culture 
For fellow TASA member Ve-

nus Hou, her experiences with 
Taiwanese culture and American 
culture were flipped compared to 
Huang’s. 

Born in Taiwan, Hou (fresh-
man-food science) later went to 
an international school in Shang-
hai for 15 years. She was exposed 
to American culture and learned 
how to speak English. 

She was proud to be “Ameri-
canized” while living in Taiwan. 
And when she came to America 
for college, Hou said she did not 
experience much of a culture 
shock. 

“Because my English sounds 
fluent, people were really sur-
prised how Americanized I was 
compared to other international 
students,” Hou said. “Within 

two or three months of knowing 
me they still say, ‘I can’t believe 
you’re not from the States.’ I feel 
like it’s more of a culture shock 
for them.”

After being in America for a 
few months, Hou started to see a 
switch in how she felt about her 
Taiwanese identity. She started 
to feel more pride for her home 
country. 

Although Hou was able to 
quickly make American friends, 
other international students have 
a harder time. 

“I think it’s a comfort zone,” 

Hou said. “If they’re not that con-
fident in their English, it’s harder 
for them to start up a conversa-
tion with American kids.” 

Through TASA, Hou and 
Huang are able to expand their 
cultural perspectives. 

“Culture is a big thing that im-
pacts identity,” Huang said. “Be-
ing connected with my Taiwan-
ese identity has really helped me 
grow into a more well-rounded 
person.” 

To email reporter: lml5489@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @lauren_llee.

Taiwanese students connect through culture, identity

Chushi Hu/Collegian

Angela Huang (freshman-premedicine), left, and Venus Hou (freshman-

food science) stand outside Pollock Commons, Friday, Nov. 16, 2018.

Tracing the path of one artist to  
downtown State College

Photo by James Leavy/Collegian

Taking 
FlighT



local The Daily CollegianPage 2 | Jan. 14-16, 2019

REDUCED FEES for PSU students!
*must have valid PSU ID to register

U. Ed. STA 19-185 

ART CLASSES

Drawing, Painting, Stained Glass, Pottery and more!

Register NOW in 3 Ritenour!

Questions, email craftcenter@psu.edu 

or call 814-863-0611

View our catalog online:

studentaffairs.psu.edu/hub/craftcenter

Classes start week of January 21!

science.psu.edu/frontiers/   
sci-comm@psu.edu  •  814-863-4682

#1 

I N  A  S E R I E S  O F  S I X  W E E K L Y 

FREE P U B L I C  L E C T U R E S

PENN STATE LECTURES ON THE FRONTIERS OF SCIENCE

Saturday, January 19
11:00 a.m. to about 12:30 p.m.
Berg Auditorium, 100 Huck Life Sciences Building, Penn State University Park

Cosmic Messengers 
from Deep Space 
Launch a New Era of 
Discovery
MIGUEL MOSTAFÁ
Professor of physics and of astronomy  

and astrophysics at Penn State

The Astrophysical Multimessenger Observatory Network at 

Penn State aims to discover new phenomena by merging the 

world’s leading observatories of weakly interacting neutrinos, 

strongly interacting nuclei, and wavelike oscillations in the fabric 

of spacetime into a single system for the first time. These linked 

detectors of astrophysical “messengers” complement detections 

by gamma-ray observatories. Learn how we now are probing the 

high-energy universe via all four fundamental forces.
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but how do 
i apply for 
a job?

your next steps starts here.

Access over 30,000 organizations 
looking for Penn State talent.

Nittany Lion Careers is your gateway 
to interviewing on campus.

Learn more at bit.ly/2Ksnpak

Follow the life of  a college YouTuber
By Cassandra Kidwell 

The Daily Collegian

Sydney Asencio said she never 
really brings up her YouTube 
channel to people, but with al-
most 500,000 subscribers, her 
YouTube life is often intertwined 
with her student life.

Asencio (freshman - supply 
chain management) makes con-
tent featuring her life as a college 
student, from 
football game 
vlogs to college 
life stories on 
her YouTube 
channel, syd’s 
vids.

Asencio said a 
lot of people do 
enjoy watching 
college related 
content. She 
added that it is 
very interesting 
to those younger 
and not in college to hear about 
people’s experiences, but also for 
those in college to compare their 
own experiences to hers.

At the start of her YouTube life, 
Asencio said she created a previ-
ous channel in sixth grade, before 
her current one.

“I deleted my channel on a 
whim one day because so many 
people found it and were talking 
about it,” Asencio said, “Me being 

my sixth grade shell of a self, I de-
leted it.” 

After this experience, Asencio 
had a new mentality in not caring 
what others think. 

“You just get thicker skin over 
time and realize all those people 
that are saying negative things- 
their opinions don’t really mat-
ter,” Asensio said.

Asencio never really had prob-
lems in high school related to 

judgmental or 
rude people. 

“There would 
be a few times 
where someone 
would play my 
video in class, 
but overall ev-
eryone around 
me was sup-
portive,” she 
said. 

Asencio said 
many peoples’ 
fears or judge-

ments stop them from making 
their own YouTube channels. A 
lot of people tell her their inten-
tions of starting a YouTube chan-
nel, but don’t know where to start.

“You really just have to start 
a channel or you will spend too 
much time just waffling over it 
and it will never happen,” Asen-
cio said.

She said that her channel activ-
ity was pretty slow at the begin-

ning, until certain videos created 
a spark to ignite more constant 
views. 

These ignitors were videos 
such as “25 Life Hacks Every Girl 
Should Know,” a 3-year-old video 
that Asensio says she avoids 
watching at all costs, racking up 
three million views. Asensio’s 
channel also has several others 
that have more than a million 
views.

Being that Asencio has had her 
channel for a few years, she said 
it has gone through many trans-
formations. As she got older, her 
personality changed with her vid-
eos.

“When I was younger I would 
just try to imitate what everyone 
else was doing, and everyone was 
super bubbly at that time on You-
Tube,” Asencio said.

Now she tries to be more real, 
with sarcastic comments and a 
more conversational tone. 

“I’ve always been a sort of 
harsh, sarcastic person, and I 
watch back the videos and know 
that wasn’t the type of person I 
am,” Asencio said. 

Unlike TV, it is easy for creators 
like Asencio to create this casual 
relationship with their viewers, 
which is seen in many vlog style 
videos on the site. In an article 
from The Guardian, the site calls 
YouTube the new television for 
younger generations. This new 
popularity of YouTubers has 
turned the platform into careers 
for many. 

“People start to understand 
and respect it more. Whenever 
I first started I didn’t make any 
money so it was just a hobby, a lot 
of people forget that it is a job,” 
Asensio said.

Professor Curt Chandler, who 
teaches and specializes in multi-
media journalism, commented on 
the idea of YouTuber becoming a 
full-time job.

“The original YouTube influ-
encers were people interested 
in video blogging, the audience 
found them and then advertising 
followed,” Chandler said, “But 
the second round of influencers 
are people who thought, ‘Wow, I 
can make money if I’m entertain-
ing enough.’”

Chandler said YouTube ad-
vertisers try to find the sweet 
spot of a passionate and au-
thentic person, who have also  

created a following. 
Luckily, passion and authentic-

ity can describe Asencio’s four 
years on the platform, growing a 
supportive following and becom-
ing more true to her character. 
Asencio said it has been enjoy-
able seeing her 
channel grow 
from a random 
p o p u l a t i o n 
clicking on her 
recommended 
videos, to re-
turning sub-
scribers. 

A l t h o u g h , 
a d v e r t i s i n g 
and focusing 
on YouTube 
has been hard 
for Asencio. Being in school takes 
out a lot of opportunities for her 
because she cannot leave and 
take a trip for content, or agree 
to make ten sponsored videos be-
cause she has to prioritize school 
as well.

Many YouTubers do make the 
platform their full-time job, mov-
ing out to Los Angeles to try to 
create a name for themselves, 
but Asencio knew she wanted a 
degree for her future. 

“Sometimes it is kind of hard 

because if I have a big midterm, 
all of my energy is going into 
that,” Asencio said.

Asencio said uploading con-
stantly can be difficult because it 
is something she can cut out. It’s 
not like another job where she 

has to ask some-
one to take a shift 
or call out. She 
said the flexibility 
can make it easy 
to slack, so she 
tries to stick to a 
schedule.

Asencio’s broth-
er, Matthew Asen-
cio, confirmed 
Sydney’s strong 
commitment to 
the platform. 

“She made practice videos be-
fore she restarted her channel 
just so the first one she uploaded 
was good… also she freaks out if 
she doesn’t have enough time to 
upload,” Matthew said.

Asencio’s commitment sup-
ports her future plans — to sim-
ply continue what she’s doing 
now, school and YouTube — for as 
long as possible.

To email reporter: cpk5276@psu.edu. 

Follow her on Twitter at @cassiewellkid.

Aabha Vora/Collegian

Joseph Senky crawls toward his father during the “Bassinet Bowl” during the men’s basketball game 
against Michigan State at the BJC on Sunday, Jan. 13. The Spartans went on to win 71-56.

The crawl

“Whenever I first 

started I didn’t 

make any money, so 

it was just a hobby. 

A lot of people  

forget that it is a 

job.”

Sydney Asencio

“Sometimes it is 

kind of hard  

because if I have a 

big midterm, all of 

my energy is going 

into that.”

Sydney Ascensio

James Leavy/Collegian

Sydney Asencio, a YouTuber with over 450,000 subscribers, poses 
for portraits on Nov. 13, 2018.

James Leavy/Collegian

Sydney Asencio (freshman-supply chain management) poses in 
downtown State College, on Nov. 13, 2018.
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Men’s hockey wasted its golden  
opportunity against the Spartans

Things won’t get easier 
going forward for Penn State.

With No. 4 Ohio State com-
ing to town next 
weekend fol-
lowed by a trip 
to Yost Arena 
and Madison 
Square Garden 
to take on Michi-
gan, stringing 
wins together 
will be difficult.

That is why 
the Nittany Lions needed two 
wins this past weekend over 
Michigan State.

Penn State had an opportu-
nity to win two games against 
the Spartans, who were 6-11-3 
going into the series. 

They could have rose in the 
Pairwise rankings, but instead 
the Nittany Lions dropped to 
16, which puts them firmly on 
the bubble.

Neither game this past 
weekend was a strong one for 
Penn State.

It had its moments, but 
according to Guy Gadowsky, 
they never had a strong effort 
throughout.

“Our identity, it’s fine, I think 
it’s a great way to play, I think 
it wins, but it’s hard to do and 
you need everybody dialed in 

right from the start to do it...” 
Gadowsky said. “We showed 
flashes but I don’t think there 
was a full period that we 
played the way we want to 
play.”

Every team in the Big Ten 
can win on any given night, but 
the Spartans are undoubtedly 
the weakest of the bunch. So a 
different effort should have 
been expected. 

Gadowsky is certain though 
Penn State did not underesti-
mate Michigan State, even 
though it got off to slow starts 
in both games.

The Nittany Lions nearly 
stole Saturday’s game, coming 
back from 3-1 down to tie it 3-3, 
but ended up losing 6-4.

“I think that was the worst 
mentality that we’ve come out 
with,” Gadowsky said. “And 
obviously that’s my  
responsibility to make sure 
that we’re ready to play at the 
drop of the puck and clearly  
we weren’t and clearly  
Michigan State was. I think 
regardless of what happened 
after the first period that set 
the tone.”

So what happens next?
The Buckeyes are one of top 

teams in the countries, and 
even though the Nittany Lions 
got a win in Columbus earlier 

this year, winning two in a row 
will be tough.

And even though they don’t 
have to play two games at Yost 
Arena, a historically tough 
place to play for Penn State, 
winning there once is no given.

The Nittany Lions had an 
opportunity to win twice 
against a beatable team. If 
they would’ve won both, Penn 
State would have firmly been 
in the top-10 of the Pairwise 
and even if they split the next 
few series, would have been 
safe for the tourney.

Now, with a loss against a 
bad team, the Nittany Lions 
need some wins to stay in it.

They’ve been here before, 
and the odds of them making 
the tournament is still pretty 
high.

But this loss certainly put an 
obstacle in the way of that 
goal.

Dylan Jacobs is a junior majoring in print 
journalism and is a hockey reporter for 
The Daily Collegian. Email him at 
dkj5109@psu.edu or follow him on  
Twitter at @DylJacob.

MY VIEW | DYLAN JACOBS

Jacobs

Issue has been made recently 
over the topic of decorum as it 
relates to sitting members of 
the United States House of Rep-
resentatives.

Democrat Rashida Tlaib from 
Michigan’s 13th Congressional 
District recently caught flak for 
saying she wanted to “impeach 
that motherf***er” at a rally — 
referring to President Donald 
Trump. 

Perhaps Tlaib genuinely feels 
that way, or perhaps she sees 
what Trump does in front of the 
camera and figures bombast is 
a good way to get in the press.

For her part, Tlaib’s comment 
has drawn anger from both 
sides of the aisle with Rep. 
Jerry Nadler (D-N.Y.) saying “I 
don’t really like that kind of lan-
guage.” 

Senator Doug Jones (D-Ala.) 
raised an interesting point when 
he said “I don’t think any of my 
constituents comes up to me 
and says that… They know bet-
ter than to use that kind of lan-
guage about the president of the 
United States, regardless of the 
coarse language that the presi-
dent uses in public.”

The point Jones makes about 
Trump’s public rhetoric is an 
interesting and important one.

Prior to being elected, Trump 
spoke at rallies and demonized 
people from Mexico and other 
Central American countries by 
insinuating that many of them 
came here with the intention to 
do harm or had malicious 
motives.

Even while Trump has been 
in office, he’s doubled down on 
the incendiary rhetoric, for 
instance, asserting there were 
“good people on both sides” 
during the Unite the Right Rally 
that occurred in Charlottesville, 
Virginia.

Jones said Tlaib’s language is 
inexcusable regardless of what 

Trump has said in public, even 
if it is clearly racist, which high-
lights the issue of decorum and 
the double standard that exists 
surrounding it.

Often times politicians use 
various oratory tactics to elicit a 
certain response from an audi-
ence, and if the other side is 
outraged, then a politician will 
play the “decorum card” — 
whereas if their constituency  
is lukewarm and apathetic,  
the politician will respond in 
kind.

Representative Steve King 
(R-Iowa) demonstrated this as 
well when in a recent interview, 
he questioned when terms like 
“white nationalist” and “white 
supremacist” became offensive 
and was roundly rebuked by 
politicians on both sides.

Republicans and Democrats 
are calling into question King’s 
comments and condemning him 
accordingly, but it’s ironic  
considering the willingness of 
certain Republicans to stand 
idly by and not push back when 
Trump has said various  
questionable things in the past.

King’s comments are far from 
new as he’s made a name for 
himself as a flamethrower with 
a history of questionable 
remarks.

As a product of her remarks, 
Tlaib also attracted negative 
press and made a name for her-
self — although her being the 
first Palestinian-American and 
one of only two Muslim women 
elected to Congress should be 

far more notable and important 
to how she’ll be as a politician. 

There’s also been increased 
scrutiny of Tlaib’s comments 
compared to King’s.

Perhaps it’s because Tlaib is 
a newcomer or a woman or a 
Muslim or all three, and per-

haps it’s also because these 
types of statements have 
become par for the course for 
King.

Data shows CNN, Fox News 
and MSNBC devoted just 29 
minutes and 42 seconds to King 
and over two hours of airtime  

to Tlaib’s comments.
King’s comments are deplor-

able and should rightly be called 
out as such, and Tlaib’s com-
ments also likely should not 
have been said and should be 
deemed unappropriate. But 
where’s the consistency? 

As as long as there continues 
to be a double standard about 
what’s acceptable for a politi-
cian to say and as long as the 
media deems saying an exple-
tive to be more noteworthy than 
espousing racism, it’s likely that 
politicians will self-censor them-
selves to the detriment of their 
constituents. 

 If  politicians are scrutinized for 
language usage, let’s be consistent

Regardless of party or comments, no politician 
is above reproach for language choice
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Head coach Guy Gadowsky answers questions from the media during 

the men’s hockey media day on Thursday, Oct. 4, 2018.
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TiMe To grind
As Penn State continues to struggle on offense, Pat Chambers knows his team 

 has to get tough and grind out games
By Tyler King
The Daily Collegian

With a little less than 15 min-
utes remaining in Sunday night’s 
game, Penn State cut Michigan 

State’s lead 
to 10. It was 
the closest the 
Nittany Lions 
had been since 

there was nine minutes left to 
play in the first half. 

Hoping to keep the run go-
ing and pull within single digits, 
Pat Chambers inserted talented 
freshman Rasir Bolton. 

Even though Bolton played just 
five minutes up to that point, he’s 
one of the few dynamic offensive 
players the Nittany Lions have.

On his first defensive posses-
sion, Bolton lost his man, Spartan 
sharpshooter Matt McQuaid, and 
allowed a wide open 3-pointer. 

A few seconds later, Bolton got 
free for an open 3-pointer of his 
own, but missed badly. 

Then on the following posses-
sion, Bolton chased McQuaid 
around a screen, but didn’t get 
a hand up in time and McQuaid 
knocked down another 3-pointer.

Michigan State once again led 
by 16. 

Any momentum Penn State 
had was gone and Chambers saw 
enough. He called timeout and 
pulled Bolton. He didn’t reenter 
the game.

***
Things are quickly spiralling 

out of control for Rasir Bolton.
The player who showed off his 

potential with three games with 
20-plus points in the nonconfer-
ence has yet to reach double dig-
its since the calendar turned to 
2019 and things don’t seem to be 
getting any better.

Bolton played just six min-
utes against Michigan State and 
missed both of the shots he took. 
He’s now shooting just 38 percent 
from the field and 37 percent from 
3-point range. 

In the team’s last four games, 
Bolton has made just 6-of-28 
shots (21.4 percent) and has more 
turnovers (10) than assists (7).

Fellow freshman Myreon 
Jones, whose team-best 18 points 
in the upset win over Virginia 
Tech feels like a year ago, has 
struggled as well. He’s got just 
three points in the last four games 
and just eight points in the team’s 
six Big Ten games. He was score-
less against the Spartans and 
missed all five of his shots.

“They’re shooting the ball well 
in practice,” Chambers said af-
ter the loss to Michigan State. 
“I don’t think the lights are too 
bright for them.”

So, what is it that’s causing 
Bolton and Jones to struggle this 
much? Have they hit the prover-
bial “freshman wall?”

“Yeah, maybe,” Chambers ad-
mitted.

“At this point –– middle of Janu-
ary –– this is something they’ve 
never experienced before. We’ve 
gotta make sure they have confi-
dence and that’s my job,” Cham-
bers added. “I’m going to sit and 
spend time with them and work 
with them mentally and physi-
cally.”

Bolton has been in and out of 
the starting lineup this season 
and even when it seems like he’s 
starting to find his stride, he has a 
performance like the one against 
Wisconsin in which he went 2-for-
10 from the field and just 1-of-6 
from 3-point range.

At this point, Chambers is run-
ning out of ways to utilize Bolton, 
but he’s going to keep trying be-
cause he doesn’t have another 
option.

“I’m trying to manage him 
right now [and] put him in the 
best position to be successful,” 
Chambers said. “We all struggle 
sometimes.”

***
Against the No. 6 team in the 

nation, Penn State was once 
again getting zero production 
from its bench.

Chambers knew he wasn’t go-
ing to be able to outscore Tom 
Izzo’s team so he put in freshman 
Kyle McCloskey, a freshman who 
transfered from Villanova after 
spending the first year of his col-
lege career playing football.

“[McCloskey’s] been relent-
less in practice for over a month,” 
Chambers said. “He’s been in my 
sheet ready to go if I need him.”

On Sunday night, he needed 
McCloskey.

The Delaware County native 
only attempted one shot in his 18 
minutes of game action, but he’s 
not in there for his offense. Mc-
Closkey is in there to play hard 
and “grind” –– a word Cham-
bers said several times after the  
game.

“We needed to play with some 
toughness,” Chambers said. “If 
we’re not going to score the ball, 
we’re going to grind it out. I’m go-
ing to put guys out there who are 
going to compete at the highest 
level. I felt like Kyle did that.”

McCloskey certainly looked ac-
tive in the first meaningful game 
action of his career. 

He grabbed a few rebounds, 
took a few charges and displayed 
a genuine effort on the defensive 
end of the floor. 

“That’s the Kyle I see every day 
in practice. He gives 110 percent 
effort,” Josh Reaves said. “He 
was just out there competing and 
out there trying. We just gotta 
have people out there grinding 
and that’s what he does. He’ll run 
through a brick wall for anyone 
on this team.”

To email reporter: tbk5155@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @King_TylerB.

Aabha Vora/Collegian

Guard Kyle McCloskey (10) passes the ball to a teammate during the game against Michigan State at the 

Bryce Jordan Center on Sunday, Jan. 13. The Spartans defeated the Nittany Lions 71-56.

MEN’S 
BASKETBALL

Upperclassmen continue 
to pull their weight in loss

Ken Kalbach/Collegian

Coach Cael Sanderson looks on during the match at Rec Hall on Sunday 

Jan. 1.  No. 1 Penn State defeated No. 19 Wisconsin 24-13.

Cael Sanderson takes 
ownership for struggles

By Ben Jenkins
The Daily Collegian

Over the past 10 years, 
Penn State wrestling fans 
have become so accustomed 

to winning 
they think it’s 
coach Cael 
S a n d e r s o n’ s 

job to go out and win national 
titles.

But Sanderson has a different 
idea as to what his role is. And 
following Penn State’s match 
against Wisconsin, he made his 
perception of his job description 
abundantly clear 

“We didn’t wrestle with a lot of 
fire, but usually that comes from 
feeling great,” Sanderson said. 
“That’s my job to make sure 
these guys feel good on match 
day.”

In uncharacteristic fashion, 
Penn State struggled early and 
dropped three of the first bouts 
on the afternoon. 

That marked the first time 
this season — and the first 
time since Penn State and 
Iowa wrestled inside the Bryce 
Jordan Center last season on 
Feb. 10 — the Nittany Lions 
trailed at the midway break. 

The Nittany Lion came out 
on top following victories in 
the final four bouts Sunday 
afternoon to defeat Wisconsin 
24-13, the mood inside Rec Hall 
wasn’t the same as it normally 
is. 

But during the time where 
Penn State was trailing, and 

where losing was a possibility 
Sanderson reaffirmed his faith in 
his team, but also that his job is 
about more than winning.

“I’m not afraid to lose a match. 
If these guys lose a match, it’s 
got to hurt and it should hurt,” 
Sanderson said. “We’ve got to 
learn from it. You’re not always 
going to feel great and adversity 
is always great preparation.

Sanderson admitted he too 
needs to learn from adversity 
while also crediting Wisconsin for 
its effort but turned most, if not 
all, of the blame for Penn State’s 
lackluster performance towards 
himself. 

Wisconsin left Rec Hall with 
four victories on the afternoon, 
two of which came as upsets 
as a pair of unranked Badgers 
defeated two top-10 ranked 
Nittany Lions in No. 4 Nick Lee at 
141 and No. 9 Brady Berge at 149.

“They just beat us,” Sanderson 
said. “You either score more 
points than them or they score 
more points than you. 

“It’s up to the individuals. They 
have to chose to be ready to go 
but it’s my job to make sure that 
I’m not over-training them the 
week of a match.” 

Even though Penn State 
struggled throughout large 
portions of the afternoon, the 
Nittany Lions were lifted up by 
bonus point victories by Roman 
Bravo-Young, Mark Hall and Bo 
Nickal, as well as wins by Shakur 
Rasheed and Anthony Cassar

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

WRESTLING

By Caleb Wilfinger
The Daily Collegian

For what feels like the 10th time 
already this season, Pat Cham-
bers was adamant his team will 

figure it out. 
Nearly three 

weeks re-
moved from its 
last victory and 

losers of eight of its last 11 games, 
Penn State is desperately search-
ing for answers.  

After Sunday’s unceremonious 
defeat at the hands of No. 6 Michi-
gan State, the Nittany Lions are 
no closer to solving their ailments 
on either side of the court. They 
currently sit at 0-6 in the Big Ten, 
rounding out the bottom of the 
league standings.  

However, Chambers still be-
lieves in this group. 

“We haven’t put it all together 
yet, especially in the Big Ten,” he 
said. “I know these guys are still 
locked in and they have belief in 
themselves, and each other. We 
still have 14 games to go in this 
conference, and we can turn this 
ship around right away.” 

Part of why Chambers has a 
right to believe in his side is that 
this is a skilled bunch. 

The Nittany Lions boast a ros-
ter that has no shortage of talent 
and potential.   

But, part of the challenge that 
comes with playing in one of the 
toughest conferences in the coun-
try is adapting to the high qual-
ity of play college basketball fans 
have come to expect with the Big 
Ten.  

Right now the freshmen trio 
of Myles Dread, Rasir Bolton 
and Myreon Jones haven’t 
quite figured that out yet, and 
it has showed in their struggles 
throughout the first six games of 
conference play. 

“Our freshmen need to get 
tougher,” Lamar Stevens said. 
“We need the young guys to step 
up because they’re playing big 
time minutes now, and that’s 
something that we preach to 
them every day [in practice].” 

The struggles of the freshmen 
have been well-documented, and 
it very much looks like the first-
year players have a long way to 
go before things will get better. 

Therefore, Chambers and his 
staff have had to lean on their 
experienced players, and -- for 
the most part -- the veterans  
have delivered. 

Stevens continues to establish 
himself as one of the premier 
players in the Big Ten, averag-
ing 19 points and just over eight 
rebounds per game to lead the 
Penn State attack. 

In his 12th game back since re-
turning from an injury, Mike Wat-
kins tallied 11 points and seven 
rebounds on 5-of-10 shooting, and 
did a good job of defending Nick 
Ward in a matchup between two 
of the better big men in the con-
ference. 

Watkins has scored in double 
figures in five of his 12 games 
played this year, including three 
double-doubles, two of which 
came in Big Ten play against 
Michigan and Nebraska. 

Lastly, Josh Reaves has come 
on strong of late after a slow start 
to league play.  

One of just two seniors on the 
roster, Reaves struggled mightily 
at the onset of the Big Ten sched-
ule. But, the Fairfax, Virginia 
native has responded with two 
of his best performances of the  
season. 

Reaves posted 20 points on 
8-of-17 shooting at Nebraska, and 
followed that up with 11 points 
and a season-high nine assists 
against the Spartans.   

On top of that, Reaves still 
leads the Big Ten in steals and is 
currently the only player in the 
conference averaging more than 
two steals per game.    

“I think Lamar has played well 
all season for us, and Josh has 
given us great energy and tough-

ness, and we expect that from 
them,” Chambers said.  

However, the efforts from the 
older members of the squad 
have not been enough to over-
come Penn State’s deficiencies.   

Stevens has posted 20 points 
or more in eight contests this 
season, but it doesn’t feel like 
he’s dominating games at the 
rate that he should. 

A lot of this is due to the fact 
that the Nittany Lions are prone 
to falling behind early and need-
ing to shoot their way back into 
games via the three-point shot, 
something Stevens does not 
specialize in. 

Reaves’ effort and tenacity 
on defense is great, but it won’t 
win Penn State games while its 
half-court offense continues to 
sputter and it can’t buy a three-
pointer. And while Watkins looks 
like his old self as his confidence 
continues to grow, the Nittany 
Lions will need more production 
in the paint if they’re to contend 
with the best  the Big Ten has to 
offer. 

“It’s all about our leadership 
at the end of the day, making 
sure we stay positive out there,” 
Chambers said. “As long as we 
come into work tomorrow and 
are able to identify and grow 
from our mistakes, we’re gonna 
be in great shape going for-
ward.” 

To email reporter: cjw5768@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at  
@caleb_wilfinger.

MEN’S 
BASKETBALL

Aabha Vora/Collegian

Lamar Stevens (11) moves the ball forward during the game against 

Michigan State at the Bryce Jordan Center on Sunday, Jan. 13.
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ATTENTION
APPLICATIONS ARE NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR THE PENN STATE 
UNIVERSITY STUDENT TRUSTEE AND 
THE STUDENT TRUSTEE SELECTION 
COMMITTEE Full-time, undergraduate 
and graduate students who are interested 
in becoming a member of Penn State’s 
Board of Trustees, are asked to submit 
an application by February 15, 2019. 
Students who are interested in serving as 
an At-Large member of the Student 
Trustee Selection Committee are asked 
to submit an application by February 8, 
2019. Additional information and links to 
applications can be found at: https://sites.
psu.edu/studenttrustee/

FOR RENT 1 
BEDRM

TOWNHOUSE LEASE TAKEOVER in 
Coopers Pond. One female grad student 
and 2 friendly dogs. Private room and 
laundry. Email exb62@psu.edu for more 
details. Rent negotiable.

FOR RENT 2 
BEDRM

UNIVERSITY GATEWAY 2 bedroom 2 
bathroom furnished apartment on College 
Ave. across campus $525/ 4 people. 
August 2019- 2020. 814-482-0078

B U Y  I T
L i o n  s l i s t'S EL L  I T R ENT  I T

© 2019 PuzzleJunction.com

W O R D  S E A R C H

© Pappocom

C r o s s w o r d

Multimedia gallery hits the HUB 
By Madeline McCabe

The Daily Collegian

Upon entering the gallery and 
turning the corner into the exhib-
it room, viewers are transformed 
from being in the lively HUB to a 
pitch-black room -- the sculpture 
set in the middle casting the only 
light and sound. The visual and 
audio elements of the piece are 
set on an eight-minute continu-
ous loop.  

The HUB-Robeson Gallery is 
displaying a new multimedia ex-
hibit by German artist, Ryoichi 
Kurokawa, entitled “Constrained 
Surface.” The piece will continue 
to be on exhibit until Jan. 20, with 
a public reception being held just 
prior to its closing on Jan. 17.  

Lindsey Landfried, senior gal-
lery manager, recognizes the 
endless experiences viewers can 
have with this time-based sculp-
ture. 

“There’s no real place to start 
or stop,” Landfried said. “You 
could stay for eight minutes and 
see all of the visuals, you could 
stay for 30 minutes and see what 
it would be like over time to stay 
with those sights and sounds, or 
you could come in for a minute 
and leave and have had a full ex-
perience of the work as well.”  

Landfried first saw the project 
by Ryoichi Kurokawa while at the 
Wood Street Galleries in Pitts-
burgh. Following her visit, she 
contacted the artist, seizing the 

opportunity of bringing artwork 
she thought students and the 
Penn State community would find 
interesting. 

“I’m always hoping to find art-
work that people are going to 
connect with and sometimes I 
think works that have an undeni-
able act in them can be one way 
to do that,” Landfried said. “For 

example, when you’re in Ryoichi 
Kurokawa’s piece and you’re in-
undated by lights and hearing the 
piece you know something is hap-
pening, that there is an impact in 
a visceral way or an emotional re-
sponse to the piece.” 

 Audi Kadosh is a senior who 
has been a gallery attendant 
since her freshman year at Penn 

State. Kadosh (senior- commu-
nication sciences and disorder) 
said “Constrained Surface” is her 
favorite piece in her four years 
being an attendant.

“I think it’s the coolest piece 
we’ve had in my time here be-
cause I think a lot of our age can 
relate to the piece,” Kadosh said. 
“If you ever go to EDM or any 

concert these days, the visuals 
are a huge part of your experi-
ence and having this cool inter-
action between the audio and 
the visual on the screen is really 
unique and something we haven’t 
had before,” she said. 

Sarah Kipp, exhibition coordi-
nator, said she is particularly ex-
cited for this exhibit because of 
how unique it is and perspective 
it offers to students. 

“I think people’s perception of 
what art can be is rather limited, 
so my hope is that this project 
is going to open up that world of 
the expansiveness of what art re-
ally is and what it can be,” Kipp  
said.

The upcoming reception will be 
held from 4 to 6 p.m. on Thursday, 
Jan. 17, and it will provide food, 
music and the opportunity for the 
community to come together in 
an art environment.  

The reception is to celebrate 
not only the “Constrained Sur-
face” exhibit, but Lindsey Kirch-
er’s art exhibit as well. Kircher’s 
exhibition is part of her senior 
thesis project and is being shown 
until Jan. 19 in Art Alley right next 
to the HUB-Robeson Gallery.  

“I think both of these together 
is going to be a great opportunity 
and I really want as many people 
to take advantage of the show as 
possible,” Kipp said.

To email reporter: mcm6125@psu.edu. 

Follow her on Twitter at @maddiemccabe.

Eric Firestine/Collegian

The ‘Constrained Surface’ exhibit by Ryoichi Kurokawa at the HUB-Robeson Gallery on Friday, Jan. 11.

reactions to r.Kelly allegations, series
By Alyshia Hercules

The Daily Collegian

Popular R&B recording art-
ist, writer and producer R. Kelly 
has come under fire in recent 
weeks after “Surviving R. Kel-
ly” aired on Lifetime.

“Surviving R. Kelly” is a six-
part series that first aired on 
Jan. 3. The documentary de-
tailed over 20 years of Kelly’s 
alleged sexual misconduct to-
ward young women of color. It 
also featured many of Kelly’s re-
ported victims, both inside and 
outside of the entertainment 
industry. 

In 1994, R. Kelly was reported 

to have been married R&B sing-
er Aaliyah Haughton. Haughton 
was 15 years old at the time of the 
marriage, and she began working 
with Kelly at the age of 14 to pro-
duce her first album “Age Ain’t 
Nothin’ But A Number.” Kelly is 
featured in the album artwork.

The following year, the Haugh-
ton family had the marriage an-
nulled and Haughton then cut all 
ties with Kelly until she died in 
2001. The documentary and ensu-
ing discussion has spread rapidly 
on social media and the news cy-
cle, creating conversation about vi-
olence against women, especially 
within the entertainment industry. 

“Our society deeply values tal-

ent and this is why people chose to 
ignore R. Kelly’s harmful behavior 
towards young black women,” said 
Gabriel Green, an African-Ameri-
can studies professor. “Our culture 
continues to prove that they do not 
care about women’s suffering.” 

In the years following Kelly’s 
marriage to a then-15 year old 
Haughton, Kelly continued to drop 
hits like, “I Believe I Can Fly” and 
the “Ignition (Remix)” further 
separating himself from the ru-
mors of having sexual relation-
ships with underage girls. 

In 2001, a sex tape featuring 
Kelly and an unidentified female 
began to circulate. The female 
was later identified to be the niece 

of his recording artist, Sparkle, 
who was 14 years old when the 
tape was recorded. The release 
of the tape was followed by law-
suits from other under aged girls 
claiming to have been in sexual 
relationships with Kelly as well. 
In 2002, Kelly was indicted on 21 
child pornography charges. 

Throughout the allegations, 
the “I Believe I Can Fly” released 
four albums, three of them going 
No.1 on the Billboard 200 Chart. 
After years of delays, his trial 
began in May 2008 and Kelly was 
found not guilty on all charges in 
June 2008. 

“The fact that R. Kelly was still 
able to have a wildly successful 

career after years of sexual mis-
conduct allegations just shows 
our culture’s lack of respect for 
Black women,” Jada Warner (se-
nior - anthropology) said. “His 
predatory behavior and actions 
were covered up by his wealth 
and popularity. It’s scary and dis-
gusting.”

In 2017, Buzzfeed released a 
shocking article detailing a sex 
cult of six young black girls Kelly 
allegedly runs. The article shed 
light on the families of the young 
girls like the family of Jocelyn 
Savage, one of the “cult” mem-
bers. 

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.
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Non-stop
study sesh?
Aced.
From Monster Energy to Archer Farms coff ee, 

shop and save close to campus.

Your Campus Target

Beaver Ave & Fraser St

 
We Accept

From Monster Energy to Archer Farms coff ee,

shop and save close to campus.

Your Campus Target

Beaver Ave & Fraser St

We Accept
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