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By Dylan Jacobs
The Daily Collegian

Oct. 1, 2016 feels like a lifetime ago.
Penn State was 2-2, coming off humiliat-

ing loss at the hands of Michigan. 
On that day, the Nittany Lions took the 

field against Minnesota, and after a disap-
pointing first half, many wondered when 
the next head coaching search would  
begin.

But only a few short hours later, they 
were off and running, and they have never 

looked back. Penn State made a late come-
back, tying the game in the final seconds 
and beating the Gophers 29-26 in overtime.

After the game, James Franklin said 
that “this was a game that we can really 
grow from.” Saquon Barkley said, “Hope-
fully we can just build off of that.”

It’s safe to say they did.
Since that day, Penn State is 37-7, once 

again among the elites of college football. 
But Franklin will never forget that half-
time, when it looked like things couldn’t 
get any worse.

 I remember it very clearly, how the sta-
dium was, and how the stadium was with 
me and how the stadium was with the 
team,” Franklin said. “I remember that 
very clearly. I probably always will.”

Students made their voices heard, 
chanting “Fire Franklin” and “We want 
Les [Miles]” — fans are probably happy 
they didn’t get their wish about that last 
one.

The third quarter quieted some of that 
down. But there was still work to do in the 
fourth.

The Gophers took the lead with 59 sec-
onds to go, and the Nittany Lions had to 
go down the field to get a field goal to tie it.

Penn State had a 3rd and 10 with 43 sec-
onds to go as Trace McSorley, while falling 
away, found a diving Chris Godwin for the 
1st down. 

But it still needed more.
The Nittany Lions faced another 3rd 

down, this time near midfield with 20 sec-
onds to go. Somehow, McSorley found all 
kinds of running room before running out 
of bounds near the 20-yard-line.

Tyler Davis nailed the field goal, and the 
game headed to overtime.

The extra frame is common knowledge 
at this point — Minnesota gets a field goal 
on the first possession, and then Barkley 
pulls off an incredible touchdown run on 
the first play for Penn State.

It was easy to tell just from the celebra-
tion that this game meant even more than 
the record.

“You go back and watch the celebration 
that just happened out there,” tight end 
Mike Gesicki said following the win. “That 
will speak volumes for what this means to 
everyone in this program.”

Franklin knew at the time that this was 
a special one.

“I think it was definitely something 
our players needed. Everyone needed 
it, there is no doubt about it…” Franklin 
said after the game. “I remember when I 
first became a head coach we had a game 
against UConn that we won early on and 
it kind of built a lot of confidence in ev-
erybody. It kind of went from there and  
we needed that here. Tonight is one of 
those nights.”

This Saturday, Penn State faces  
Minnesota for the first time since that day.

The stakes are a little higher this time 
around, as both teams are 8-0. The Nittany 
Lions have a lot on the line, and they hope 
this game could put them in a spot to do 
some big things this season.

But Franklin knows that this team may 
not be where it is now without that game 
three years ago.

“I think if you look at from that game 
and from that year, moving forward, if you 
look at the coaches that have been doing it 
since then,” Franklin said. 

“There's very few that have won more 
games than we have as a program since 
that point.”

This Penn State team is very confident, 
and that is illustrated on the field every 
week.

But that wasn’t always the case before 
that night in 2016.

“We always talk about how good we can 
be,” McSorley said after the game. “And it 
was time to stop talking, and start doing 
it.”

To email reporter: dkj5109@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @DylJacobs.
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The Penn State football team holds the Governor’s Victory Bell aloft after the Nittany Lions’ overtime win over Minnesota at Beaver Stadium on Saturday Oct. 1, 2016.

The sTarT of iT all

MY VIEW | DYLAN JACOBS

Jacobs

It’s been over three years since Penn State last played Minnesota,  
and a lot has changed since that overtime win over the Gophers
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Former Penn State running back Saquon Barkley (26) makes his way through the  
Minnesota defense during the game at Beaver Stadium in 2016.

The CFP committee got it right
The committee got it right.
Penn State found itself at No. 

4 in the first College Football 
Playoff ranking of 
the season, ahead 
of Clemson, right 
where it should 
be.

The committee 
made a statement 
that the schedule 
matters. It made 
a statement that 

consistency  
matters.

Earlier this week, I wrote that 
Penn State should be at No. 
3, ahead of both Alabama and 
Clemson. But with the consis-
tency of the Crimson Tide, I’m 
okay with it. Really, Clemson was 
where I drew the line.

If Penn State sat behind both 
of those two schools, then what’s 
even the point of playing tough 
games? But that’s not the case.

And a win this week will get 
Penn State into the top-3, with 
the fact that Alabama or LSU 
have to lose. The Nittany Lions 
are now in a great position the 
rest of the way, and a big reason 
for that is Ohio State being 
ranked No. 1. Penn State fans 
should be ecstatic that the  
Buckeyes are at the top.

Now, if that’s Penn State’s only 
loss, it will be on the road against 
the best team in the country. It 
will be better than any loss any 
other team has.

Let’s imagine that the Nittany 
Lions and Crimson Tide both 
finish as one-loss non-conference 
champions, with Alabama’s loss 
coming to LSU.

Even though right now Ala-
bama is ahead, Penn State’s loss 
would be much better, as the 
Tide’s would be at home, barring 
a blowout at the Shoe.

The committee would have 
to put the Nittany Lions in with 
that scenario. This also shows 
that if Clemson loses, it’s out of 
it. Because it wouldn’t have a 
loss that even closely stacks up 
to Penn State. The Pac-12 and 
Big-12 could throw a wrench in 
that, but when do things ever go 
as planned? What are the odds 
that both conferences end with a 
one-loss champ?

Something weird will happen. 
It always does.And what happens 
if Penn State goes into Columbus 
and wins? That alone would get 
them in, regardless of what hap-
pens in the Big Ten title game.

What doesn’t help is Minnesota 
being at No. 17, lower than what 
the AP Poll had them.

But they still will have numer-
ous ranked wins. Yes, at this 
point, where teams are ranked 
really doesn’t matter.

We’ve seen teams come and 
go from the top-4 over the course 
of a season. But right now, Penn 
State has a chance to do some-
thing special, and the committee 
sees that too.

Lauren Magnotta/Collegian

Running back Journey Brown (4) surveys the field as he carries the ball during the season opener against Idaho 
at Beaver Stadium on Saturday, Aug 31.
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2019 Centre County election results 
By Collegian Staff

The Daily Collegian

The 2019 Centre County gen-
eral election results are in, with 
significant changes in store for 
the State College mayoral po-
sition and the State College  
Borough Council.

According to the Centre County 
website, voter turnout was higher 
for a local election. 

In this election, about 31 percent 
of registered voters cast a ballot, 
with 33,876 ballots cast of 109,653  
voters.

In contrast, voter turnout in 
Centre County was at about 
25 percent in the 2017 local  
elections.

Four State College Borough 
Council seats were up for grabs 
during the 2019 local election, 
and the council will greet two 
new faces and welcome back two  
incumbents in 2020.

Jesse Barlow, Deanna Behring, 
Janet Engeman and Peter Mar-
shall were elected to the council. 

While Barlow and Enge-
man are returning, Beh-
ring and Marshall will begin  
their first terms as council  
members in 2020.

Despite the elected coun-
cil members’ different back-
grounds and experiences, 
the four plan to address  
similar issues in the State College 
community.

Specifically, each elected coun-
cil member outlined plans to ad-
dress sustainability and diversity 
within the borough.

Additionally, State College 
mayor Don Hahn was elected 
as magisterial district judge for  
district 49-01-01.

Hahn will vacate his current 
mayoral position in Decem-
ber, and an interim mayor will 
serve the two remaining years 
of Hahn’s term. The position is  
unrenewable.

Potential guidelines for interim 
mayor were discussed over the 
past few borough council meet-
ings, but were tabled by the  
council on Nov. 6. 

Several members of the  

borough council wished to pre-
vent a Penn State faculty member 
from serving as interim mayor.

In a statement provided by 
vote411.com, Hahn said that 
his top priority as magisterial 
district judge will be to main-
tain a level of service, fairness 
and justice in State College 
that is comparable to current 
Judge Carmine Prestia and  
those who have held the position 
before him.

“As an attorney since 1992, I 
have appeared before many judg-
es and intend to emulate those 
whom I encountered who are 
patient, inquisitive, transparent, 
and thoughtful,” Hahn said in the 
statement.

Voters also chose to pass a pro-
posed amendment to Pennsyl-
vania’s constitution that grants 
particular rights to those affected 
by crime. 

The rights include fair treat-
ment, consideration of their 
safety in bail proceedings,  

and restitution and return of 
property.

Voters also agreed to retain 
Judges Anne Lazarus and Judy 
Olsen for additional 10 year terms, 
as well as Judges Kevin Brobson 
and Patricia McCullough for ad-
ditional terms on the Common-
wealth Court.

The full election results are 
listed below:

State College Borough 
Council

Jesse Barlow (D)
Deanna Behring (D)
Janet Engeman (D/R)
Peter Marshall (D/R)

District Judge District 
49-01-01

Donald Hahn (D/R)

Centre County Sheriff
Bryan Sampsel (D/R)

Centre County Board of 
Commissioners

Michael Pipe (D)
Mark Higgins (D)

Centre County Controller
Jason Moser (D)

Centre County Coroner
Scott Sayers (D/R)

Centre County Treasurer
Colleen Kennedy (D)

Centre County  
Prothonotary

Jeremy Breon (D)

Centre County Recorder 
of Deeds

Joseph Davidson (R)

Centre County Register of 
Wills

Christine Millinder (R)

State Council Area Board 
of School Directors

Amy Bader (D/R)
Gretchen Brandt (D/R)
Amber Concepcion (D/R)
Daniel Duffy (D/R)
Laurel Zydney (D)

Pennsylvania Superior 
Court Judges

Daniel McCaffery (D)
Amanda Green Hawkins (D)

Ashley Hayford, Erin Hogge, 

Lauren Fox and Maddie Aiken 

contributed to this report. 

Ken Minamoto/Collegian

Voting tables at Heritage Hall in the HUB-Robeson Center on Nov. 5.

Pete Buttigieg’s campaign bus 
makes stop in State College

By Ashley Hayford
The Daily Collegian

South Bend, Indiana mayor 
and presidential candidate Pete 
Buttigieg’s campaign bus rolled 
into State College at 2 p.m. on 
Wednesday afternoon.

The purpose of the “Pop-up 
Pete” event was to spread aware-
ness of Pete’s campaign and to al-
low attendees to take materials to 
distribute in their communities.

The Pete Bus started its trip 
in Iowa on Tuesday, and in-
tends to arrive in New Hamp-
shire by Thursday. State College 
is the only location the bus is 
making a campaign stop for in  
Pennsylvania.

Jessica O’Hara — a Penn State 
communication arts and sciences 
associate teaching professor and 
Central Pennsylvania volunteer 
for the Buttigieg campaign — 
spoke and rallied students, as she 
hopes to start an organization of 
Buttigieg supporters on campus 
next semester.

O’Hara said that Buttigieg ap-
peals to students more than other 
candidates because of his age. 
She added he has experienced a 
lot of what younger generations 
have.

“I think Pete’s age is some-
thing that attracts students. He’s 
40 years younger than some of 
the candidates,” O’Hara said. “He 
is on the business end of climate 
change, as he often says, and 
there are a lot of financial time 
bombs that current politicians 
are ignoring. I think he can speak 
to that experience of having a  
future. ”

Additionally, O’Hara studied 

under Buttigieg’s father, Joseph 
Buttigieg, at the University of 
Notre Dame. She said she at-
tributes her inspiration to be an 
educator to him.

“I happen to know his family 
very well, and heard about Pete 
when he was 12. I know how 
smart he is. I don’t need him to be 
older,” O’Hara said. “I really think 
that we could use his leadership 
to bring us forward into a future 
that he shares with us.”

Jack Howard and Dan Risser 
were student speakers during the 
event. Both have canvassed and 
campaigned for Buttigieg in their 
hometowns.

“I’m speaking about Penn State 
values and how Pete Buttigieg is 
the Democratic candidate who 
best reflects Penn State’s values 
of loyalty, service, and pride in 
our country,” Risser (freshman-
political science) said. 

As a STEM student, Howard 
took a different approach com-
pared to Risser, addressing a  
specific Buttigieg policy.

“I’m talking about his plans 
for renewable energy, and how 
he takes sort of a different, am-
bitious mindset, but realistic de-
tailed work behind his approach 
to climate change,” Howard 
(freshman-biology) said. “He’s 
going to be giving opportunities 
to the next wave of engineers and 
scientists to be working in that 
green technology.”

Risser added that he believes 
Buttigieg is in the presidential 
race for the right reasons, as the 
highest political position he has 
held in his career is mayor.

“He was sent into the political 
stratosphere,” Risser said. “He’s 

the most well-spoken and quali-
fied. When he speaks, it makes 
sense. He’s not out for political 
gain, he’s out to serve his coun-
try. I think that’s really unique, 
that we don’t see a lot in this  
political day and age.”

Marv McMoore Jr., the Na-
tional Youth Engagement direc-
tor at Pete for America, spoke 
about how special it felt to return 
to Penn State again, as he came 
to campus in 2016 when he was 
the national president of College 
Democrats.

“As a young person, as a millen-
nial, we know Washington is not 
getting it right,” McMoore said. 
“We are sick of what we’re see-
ing down there. We know that we 
need bold generational change to 
make America work for us and 
work for our generation.”

McMoore continued to discuss 
Buttigieg’s plans to invest in cli-
mate change, even at a local lev-
el. “We know that the experts tell 
us that we have about 10 years to 
get on the right path. If we’re not 
on the right path, I won’t be able 
to see my children and grandchil-
dren go to Penn State or what-
ever college across this country,” 
McMoore said. “Pete has bold, 
ambitious plans to make sure 
we address climate change, and 
invest billions of dollars into com-
munities like this to make sure 
that we have the projects that 
we need to fight for a sustainable 
and clean economy.”

McMoore, who identifies as 
queer, also addressed Buttigieg’s 
policies and goals regarding  
LGBTQ rights.

“Pete’s common goal is going 
to ban conversion therapy once 
and for all so we can stop tor-
turing our kids,” McMoore said. 
“Also under that plan, we’re go-
ing to pass the Equality Act right 
away so that we can make sure 
you’re not banned from hous-
ing and fired from your job just  
because of who you are.”

Following student speeches, 
O’Hara took the microphone to 
share her thoughts on Buttigieg’s 
policies. She said she feels he is 
most qualified candidate — dem-
onstrated not only by his ability to 
speak seven languages or his role 
as a metaphorical teacher and 
student, but also by his stated 
goal to reframe issues to relate to 
the public’s values.

“We’re not just going to win 
this White House, we are going to 
win this era,” O’Hara said.

To email reporter: alh526@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @theyoungknope.
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Melissa Yahner, a member of Centre County for Pete Buttigieg, gives 
out a poster to a student during the Pop-Up Pete event on Nov. 6.
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David Stone, of the Nittany Valley Water Coalition, speaks during a 
special borough council meeting on Wednesday, Nov. 6.

Potential interim mayor guidelines 
tabled, faculty eligible to serve

By Michael Sneff
For The Collegian

The State College Borough 
Council held a special meeting 
Wednesday afternoon to vote 
on guidelines for the interim 
mayor position, but passed a 
motion to table the guidelines 
after a lengthy discussion.

The council had planned to 
meet to officially vote on the 
guidelines proposed by coun-
cilwoman Catherine Dauler. 
The biggest talking point of 
the guidelines included a sug-
gestion that the interim mayor 
“cannot be an active employee 
of the university.”

The full list of suggested 
guidelines for a potential inter-
im mayor include the person 
must have “actual work expe-
rience” in local government, 
cannot be a developer, must 
have commitment to Penn 
State student engagement 
and must have demonstrable  
experience conducting public 
meetings.

Councilman Jesse Barlow, 
who was reelected for council 
on Tuesday, proposed a motion 
to table the guidelines after 
many members of the coun-
cil questioned why they were 
even voting on them in the 
first place. Councilman Dan  
Murphy seconded.

“We don’t need the guide-
lines.” Barlow said. “We’re all 
capable of making this decision 
without them.”

“These are guidelines. No-
body ever expected that we 
would sit here and say yay 
or nay,” councilwoman Ja-
net Engeman said. “I want 
to make it clear that it was 
never the intention of the 
members of the council to say  
yes, we need to adopt these 
guidelines.”

The council approved the mo-
tion in a 5-2 majority, with dis-
senting votes coming from coun-
cilwomen Theresa Lafer and 
Christine Dauler.

Mayor Donald Hahn won the 
magisterial district judge seat on 
Tuesday, finalizing his resigna-
tion effective 5 p.m. on Dec. 16. 

He was not in attendance for 
this discussion, but sent a letter 
to councilwoman Dauler on his 
opinions on the guidelines, who 
read it aloud.

On Penn State faculty not be-
ing eligible, he wrote, “This is 
one guideline which appears 
to be inconsistent with the role 
of mayor in State College’s 
home-rule charter. I cannot 
see how employment at Penn  
State would conflict with the role 
of mayor.”

“This guideline should be 
dropped,” Hahn added.

Councilman David Brown said 
that even though he did not ap-
prove of voting on the guidelines, 
he would still be “troubled” put-
ting up a full-time Penn State  
faculty member.

“I remain troubled about 
whether a full-time staff-exempt 
employee or administrator can 
muster and devote all the time 
and energy now required to fully 
discharge the duties of mayor,” 
Brown said.

Brown also brought up po-
tential conflicts on interests in 
regards to council decisions, 
among other remarks against the  
university.

Cindy Simmons, a professor in 
the Donald P. Bellisario College of 
Communications at Penn State, 
was in attendance, and stood up 
and turned her back to the coun-
cil in protest during Brown’s 
statement.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.
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The environment needs 
more than 20 million trees
$20 million by 2020 and 20 

million trees by 2022.
That’s the goal set by 

YouTubers. 
YouTuber 
Jimmy Don-
aldson — also 
known as Mr. 
Beast — 
recently part-
nered with the 
Arbor Day 
Foundation to 

launch the #TeamTrees 
campaign. For every one 
dollar donated, a sapling 
will be planted. He set an 
ambitious target of $20 mil-
lion by the end of the year. 

Rightfully, this campaign 
is being treated as more 
than another internet chal-
lenge. Remarkably, the sum 
of donations is over halfway 
there just weeks after the 
campaign went public. 
When this column was writ-
ten, more than $13 million  
have been contributed. The 
environment is at the fore-
front of conversation, as it 
should have been for years. 

We’ve all been fretting 
about keeping the global 
temperature increase under 

two degrees Celsius above 
pre-industrial levels, per 
the Paris Agreement . Vot-
ers pay attention to climate 
change policies when deter-
mining their front-running 
presidential candidate. We 
have climate strikes and we 
support activists, such as 
Greta Thunberg. But we 
have felt relatively helpless 
in the face of the climate 
crisis.

It feels as though we wait-
ed too long to pay attention 
to the needs of our home 
planet, and the destructive 
impact we’ve had on it is 
irreversible. 

Unless we also curb car-
bon emissions, a tree on 
every square foot of land is 
not going to cancel out neg-
ative effects on the environ-
ment. That is not to say we 
shouldn’t donate; I donated 
a few dollars of my own. 
Planting trees throughout 
the world will absolutely 
have a positive impact. It 
just might not be fast 
enough.

As much as we would like 
to take the issue of climate 
change into our own hands 

when politicians are slow to 
act, government regulations 
are necessary. Without 
strict emission caps on cor-
porations, trees may not be 
able to negate the toxins in 
the atmosphere.

Once 20 million trees are 
planted, the mission is not 
complete. It likely never will 
be. We have to continue to 
urge politicians to collabo-
rate for the sake of the 
planet, we have to keep 
innovating to conserve 
energy and reduce waste, 
and we have to take 
accountability for the dam-
age humans have done to 
the Earth so it may be 
atoned for to the greatest 
possible extent. 

That said, the #Team-
Trees campaign is positive 
and worthy of applause. 
Trees clean the air by 
absorbing carbon dioxide 
and other pollutants while 
releasing oxygen. Their 
shade conserves energy by 
reducing the need for air 
conditioning. They provide 
a home to wildlife.

By saying that planting 
trees is not enough, I do not 
mean we shouldn’t plant 
them. 

We absolutely should. But 
we do need to do more. 

While it is fun, the cam-
paign to plant 20 million 
trees should be taken seri-
ously. 

It will have real-world 
effects on more than your 
social media if you donate. 
Plus, you get to say you 
donated trees to the Earth. 
How cool is that? By giving 
a little green, you can con-
tribute to a greener Earth.

Madeline Messa is a senior major-
ing in history and is a columnist for 
The Daily Collegian. Email her at 
mgm5413@psu.edu or follow her 
on Twitter at @madeline_messa.
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“It feels as though 
we waited too long 
to pay attention to 
the needs of our 
home planet, and 
the destructive im-
pact we’ve had on it 
is irreversible. ”

Madeline Messa
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The win in Virginia should inspire 
Democrats more than Kentucky

Democrats raved about a 
‘blue wave’ in 2018, with 
the midterms leading the 

Democratic 
party to gain 
close to 40 
seats in the 
United States 
House of Rep-
resentatives.

 There was 
good reason 
for Democrats 

to be excited about making 
such big gains — it means 
real progressive legislation 
has a chance at passing 
through the House, but 
then it’ll likely stall in the 
Senate or once it gets to 
the  
President’s desk.

The same is true of Ken-
tucky where one-term 
incumbent governor Matt 
Bevin, who has one of the 
highest disapproval ratings 
in the country, lost his seat 
to Democratic attorney  
general Andy Beshear.

People are hailing Bes-

hear’s victory as some sort 
of landmark victory for 
Democrats that means 
Mitch McConnell is some-
how vulnerable in his re-
election bid to the United 
States Senate.

Sure, a Democrat flipping 
the governorship in a state 
Trump carried by nearly 30 
percentage points is always 
a good thing and maybe 
some things will change in 
Kentucky.

But I’m skeptical that 
will happen or that Mitch 
McConnell is in anyway 
going to lose in 2020.

McConnell will have the 
full breadth and weight of 
the Republican Party 
behind him, including 
President Trump’s support, 
and again in Kentucky, that 
will likely go a long way.

Even with McConnell’s 
growing unpopularity, 
unseating the Senate 
Majority Leader will be dif-
ficult, especially given the 
fact that the chief Demo-

cratic challenger to McCo-
nnell is failed Congressio-
nal candidate Amy 
McGrath, who among other 
stances previously said she 
would’ve supported Brett 
Kavanaugh for the 
Supreme Court.

McGrath 
won’t win, and 
that’s pretty 
clear, but 
that’s also not 
the point of 
this column.

As good and 
potentially 
inspiring as 
Beshear’s win 
may be, the 
Republicans 
currently have 
a 22 seat (61-39) majority in 
the Kentucky State House 
of Representatives and a 
20 seat (29-9) majority in 
the Kentucky State Senate, 
meaning Beshear’s agenda 
either won’t get passed or 
will get watered down by 
the Republicans.

That’s why Tuesday 
night’s victories in the 
state House and state Sen-
ate in Virginia mean so 
much more than the win in  
Kentucky.

On Tuesday, Democrats 
in Virginia achieved the 

“trifecta,” 
meaning 
they now 
control the 
governor-
ship and 
both legis-
lative 
chambers 
after Dem-
ocrats 
flipped the 
House of 
Delegates 

and the State Senate, 
meaning Gov. Ralph 
Northam’s agenda now has 
a much greater chance of 
getting enacted.

Northam already made 
plans to enact stricter gun 
control laws and expand 
pre-K across the state — 

two big Democratic talking 
points — as well as taking 
up the Equal Rights 
Amendment in the state  
legislature.

If Virginia agrees to take 
up an enact the ERA, it 
would be the 38th state to 
agree to the amendment, 
meaning the amendment 
could be ratified at the  
federal level.

So yes, Andy Beshear’s 
win is important and it 
means 25 states have Dem-
ocratic governors and 25 
have Republican gover-
nors. But it’s in Virginia, 
where the people empow-
ering the governor and oth-
ers in positions to enact 
those legislative agendas, 
where the real hope should 
lie for 2020 and beyond.

Jake Aferiat is a junior majoring in 
print & digital journalism and is a 
columnist for The Daily Collegian. 
Email him at jxa5415@psu.edu or 
follow him on Twitter at  
@Jake_Aferiat51.

MY VIEW | Jake Aferiat

Aferiat

“Tuesday night’s 
victories in the 
state House and 
state Senate in  
Virginia mean so 
much more than 
the win in  
Kentucky.”

Jake Aferiat



Lamont’s ResuRgence
After an up-and-down first two years, the junior cornerback  

has enjoyed the best month of his collegiate career
By Caleb Wilfinger

The Daily Collegian

Lamont Wade has put a lot of 
thought as to where he stood as 
not just as a member of Penn 
State’s secondary, but as a  
football player in general. 

In dwelling on his collegiate ca-
reer to that point, one where he 
saw limited action on the field, 
Wade realized how important tak-
ing the field on Saturdays meant 
to him.  

But in his junior season, Wade 
is focused on playing in the  
present, and he’s doing it with 
attitude, confidence and a new-
found purpose on the football 
field. 

“I think I’ve really found my-
self as a player, and I’m more 
confident than I’ve ever been 
playing football,” Wade said fol-
lowing Penn State’s win over 
Michigan. “I think my success is a  
combination of everything for 
me — the mental aspect, how 
I’m watching film, preparing for 
games and executing once I’m on 
the field.” 

Wade has been playing the best 
football of his career over the 

course of the last month, and his 
improved performance and at-
titude on the field is not just due 
to his increased level of focus and 
preparation.

Functioning as a part of an 
elite defense has also led to more 
success for the first-year starter, 
and the rest of the Nittany Lions  
secondary has taken notice. 

“I would say that Lamont is a 
lot more confident on the field 
right now,” senior safety Garrett 
Taylor said. 

“I think his confidence has 
definitely shown through his play 
[this season]. He’s flying around 
and making plays out there every 
week.”

Over the past four weeks — 
against Purdue, at Iowa, against 
Michigan, then in sloppy condi-
tions at Michigan State — Wade 
made 31 tackles, with five pass 
break-ups, 2.5 tackles for loss and 
a sack. 

“I don’t really label any of my 
games as the ‘best one’ or rank 
one over the other,” Wade said. 
“But I do think I’ve been play-
ing solid football, and I feel like 
my performances have been  
consistent [this season].” 

Overall, Wade is third on Penn 
State’s defense in tackles with 42 
on the year. In fact, he trails only 
linebackers Micah Parsons and 
Cam Brown, who have tallied 57 
and 44 tackles, respectively. 

Additionally, about 75 per-
cent of Wade’s tackles this sea-
son have come in the last four 
games, as part of an excellent 
October stretch that has pro-
pelled the junior into All-Big Ten  
conversation.  

As the season has progressed, 
Wade has undoubtedly become 
one of the most important mem-
bers of this “championship-level” 
defense, and his teammates have 
been there for the continued 
growth of one of the leaders in the 
secondary.   

“I think he’s waited a long time 
for this moment,” cornerback 
Tariq Castro-Fields said. “You 
can just tell that he’s waited a 
long time to be in the starting role 
and he’s taken full advantage of 
his opportunity. I’m super proud 
of how he’s handled the challenge 
and with how he’s carried himself 
this year.”   

Even with his strong play, Wade 
believes that no small part of his 

success can be attributed to the 
success of Penn State’s defensive 
line. 

“Those guys are destructive 
man,” Wade said. “Every defen-
sive back’s dream is to have a 
defensive line like can get to the 
quarterback and cause havoc 
like that. It makes my job easier 
because I don’t have to cover my 
man as much, and that obviously 
helps me out.” 

One of the key plays of the  
season for Wade — and Penn 
State’s defense as a whole — 
came in the waning seconds 
of the White Out game against 
Michigan, in which the safety 
was draped all over wide receiver 
Ronnie Bell as the Wolverines 
wideout dropped the potential 
game-tying touchdown.  

That kind of season-defining 
play was one that Wade dreamed 
of making a year ago, and one that 
he couldn’t have made without 
the confidence and freedom that 
he’s gained in recent months. 

It’s those experiences that 
have served as inspiration for 
how Wade has carried himself 
this year, and what he has tried to 
impart on his fellow teammates.  

“I just feel like being here and 
going through the process of 
struggling, and then overcom-
ing that — it’s given me a new 
perspective,” Wade said. “I’m 
just trying to give other guys the 
knowledge that I’ve gained in my 
career, and I’m doing my best to 
lead whenever I can.” 

On the field, Wade has success-
fully put the past behind him, and 
it’s translated into an excellent 
run of form during some of Penn 
State’s most important games of 
the 2019 campaign.

But it’s the admiration that 
he’s garnered from his coaches 
and teammates that makes Wade 
one of the more respected mem-
bers of this Penn State team.    

“Lamont is obviously a great 
player and a hard worker, but 
more than that, he’s one of my 
brothers,” defensive tackle Fred 
Hansard said. “He’s a guy that 
I know will be at my wedding in 
the future because that’s how 
close we are. Everyone respects 
Lamont because he’s not only a 
great player but a great person.” 

To email reporter: cjw5768@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @caleb_wilfinger.

By Benjamin Ferree
The Daily Collegian

Minnesota lined up at the 
1-yard line with 5:40 left in its 
season opening game at home 
against FCS powerhouse South 
Dakota State.

Mohamed Ibrahim plunged 
ahead and crossed into the goal 
line on the second down play, 
giving the Gophers the lead and 
eventual victory, 28-21.

“I told these guys after the 
game, there are no bad wins,” 
Minnesota head coach P.J. Fleck 
told reporters following the Go-
phers victory. “The mission com-
ing into today was to get that first 
win of the season, whether it’s by 
20, 40, or seven, we got it done.”

“I know we can play a lot better 
and the guys in the locker room 
know that, but they were hand-
ed a very difficult test, and they 
found a way to pass that test.”

Fast forward 10 weeks and Min-
nesota is still finding ways to pass 
that test. Something that James 
Franklin has noticed.

“I look at them as a program, 
started out the year with some 
games against the Jackrabbits 
and against the boys from Fres-
no and found ways to get wins,” 
Franklin said. “As the year has 
got on, like good programs and 
coaches do, they keep getting bet-
ter. They just keep getting better. 
They know how to win. They play 
a style of football that you don’t 
see much anymore.”

The Golden Gophers are off to 
a historic 8-0 start this season, 
setting up a showdown of unbeat-
ens when Penn State takes the 
field in Minneapolis on Saturday.

Minnesota is 8-0 for the first 
time since 1941, where they end-
ed up being national champions.

It will be the first time since 
2004 where Minnesota will take 
part in a matchup where both 
teams are ranked in the top-
15. The last time a home game  
occurred with Minnesota and its 

opponent being in the top-15 was 
in 1961.

Dating back to last season, 
Minnesota has won 10 straight 
games, which is tied with Bay-
lor for the third longest win-
ning streak in the nation, behind  
Clemson and Ohio State.

The Gophers have won four Big 
Ten games this season by at least 
20 points for the first time since 
1934.

So, what exactly is different 
about this Minnesota team?

Well, it starts with the Gophers 
head coach. P.J. Fleck is in his 
third season with Minnesota and 
already changing the foundation 
of the program, just like he did at 
Western Michigan.

In 2013, the Broncos hired 
Fleck as their head coach and 
stumbled to a 1-11 season. The 
next two years, Western Michi-
gan finished 8-5, before going 
13-1 in 2016 with the Broncos only 
loss coming in the Cotton Bowl to  
Wisconsin.

And Fleck is doing the same 
thing in Minnesota and it’s 
through his unusual philosophy.

In a recent Washington Post 
article, Fleck explained how to 
turn around a program in three 
pieces: “the right people, cul-
tural consistency and valuing the 
long-term vision over short-term  
desires.”

In Minnesota’s most recent 
win over Maryland, it was Fleck’s 
50th career victory, making him 
the second youngest active FBS 
coach to reach that milestone.

In a recent article in the Pio-
neer Press, Fleck praised James 
Franklin and the culture he has 
built at Penn State and detailed 
the close friendship between the 
two coaches which includes the 
two coaches trying to visit each 
others programs once a year.

“We are just visiting about 
culture, about our program, and 
what are we doing different this 
year than we did last year,” Fleck 
said in the article. “Talking about 

different things that he likes do-
ing and really just diving into 
each other’s culture.”

And after listening to inter-
views with Fleck and the Min-
nesota team a few phrases are 
thrown out that are very familiar 
to Penn State. The ‘1-0 mentality’ 
and the use of the word ‘elite’ are 
common themes in Minnesota 
press conferences.

Fleck just does things  
differently and its working.

Minnesota is outscoring its Big 
Ten opponents 206-72 this season 
with an average margin of victory 
of 26.8 points. The offense is av-
eraging 41.2 points per game this 
season which is second in the Big 
Ten and hasn’t been held under 
28 points yet this season.

Minnesota has also totaled 
more than 400 yards of offense in 
five straight games.

Penn State’s defense is one of 
the best in the nation, but will be 
facing by far its biggest test on 
Saturday.

The highlight of the Gophers 
offense is its deadly trio of  
receiving threats.

Rashod Bateman, Tyler John-
son and Chris Autman-Bell have 
combined for 91 receptions for 
1,558 yards this season.

Bateman and Johnson both 
have over 600 receiving yards so 
far this season.

The trio has accounted for 86 
percent of Minnesota’s receiv-
ing yards and are responsible for 
17 of the 18 Minnesota receiving 
touchdowns this season.

Minnesota’s signal caller, Tan-
ner Morgan, has benefited great-
ly from the trio of receivers and 
have been the model of efficiency 
for the Gophers offense.

Tanner has a 65 percent 
completion percentage and has 
thrown only four interceptions to 
his 18 touchdowns. 

The redshirt sophomore also 
averages 220 yards through the 
air per game.

In the Gophers last three home 
games however, Minnesota has 
excelled moving the ball on the 
ground, making this already ex-
plosive offense even tougher to 
slow down.

In their games against Illinois, 
Nebraska and Maryland, the Go-
phers have rushed for a combined 
975 yards and 10 touchdowns.

Rodney Smith leads the team 
with 889 yards this season and is 
averaging 5.8 yards per carry.

In Minnesota’s most recent 
game against Maryland, Smith 
became the leader in all-pur-
pose yards in Minnesota football  
history.

But while Minnesota’s offense 
has gained a lot of attention, its 
defense has also been playing 
steady, dominant football.

The Gophers are giving up an 
average of 14.4 points per game 
with is fourth in the Big Ten and 
have not allowed more than 300 
total yards in six straight games.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

What’s different about this Minnesota team?

AP file photo

Minnesota head coach P.J. Fleck leads his team onto the field at TCF Bank Stadium in Minneapolis.
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ATTENTION
TRADITIONAL HAY RIDES. 
Bonfire feast. Music. 
Transportation available. Large 
and small groups. Call Nittany 
Mountain Trail Rides. 
814-880-5100

FOR RENT 3 
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE 3BR-1 bath 
town house, close to campus, bus 
route, walking distance; up to 3-4 
students/guests ($1300 PM) with 
3-4 free parking available, up to 
August 10, 2020, please call at 
814-571-7624.

FOR RENT
3 & 4 bedroom houses, townhous-
es & apartments for rent August 
2020. Walk to campus, parking 
included. www.pennair.net 
814-571-5230

FALL 2020, HOUSES/
TOWNHOUSES, 1-3 blocks from 
Kinko’s and campus, petless, 
unfurnished, yearly lease. Rent 
includes heat/water, cooling, dish-
washer, on-site laundry. (1) 434 W. 
College: 3-story, 9 rooms, 3-bath, 
$7920/12 persons. (2) Corner of 
S. Atherton/W. Nittany (4 units): 
2-story, 5 rooms, 2-bath, 2-kitchen, 
$3900/6 persons (2 neighboring 
units can be rented to 12 per-
sons). 
Nittany Property Management 
814-231-3100.

HELP WANTED
NEED AN INDIVIDUAL to help 
Part-Time, in milk processing and 
operating bottler in the bottle 
washer. Contact Joe Meyer at 
Meyer Dairy Store 814-237-1849.

SNOW HELP: $20-$25 per hour, 
plus a meal each day, work is in 
State College. Call 814-571-7186.

BUY  I T
L i o n  s l i s t'SEL L  I T R ENT  I T

© 2019 PuzzleJunction.com

W O R D  S E A R C H© Pappocom

C r o s s w o r d

Ellie Jean persevered through off-field challenges
By Madeline Lapreziosa

The Daily Collegian

From a young age, Ellie Jean 
knew she wanted to be part of a 
team.

Whether she 
was raising a 
c h a m p i o n s h i p 
trophy or wiping 
away tears of de-

feat, the feeling of belonging to 
something bigger than herself 
resonated deeply with her.

Thus, her passion for soccer 
was born.

Jean traces her roots back to 
Coventry, Connecticut, where her 
mother and stepfather worked 
with the men’s soccer team at the 
nearby University of Connecticut.

“I was around soccer 24/7 and 
honestly just fell in love with 
it,” Jean said. “I loved the team  
aspect of it.”

Even as a decorated cross 
country runner in high school, 
Jean always felt that her desire to 
play soccer was paramount.

“I was really passionate about 
it,” she said. “I was good at it, so 
that was the motivation. I kind 
of was curious about how good I 
could get.”

The spotlight of individual 
sports did not correspond to 
Jean, while the collective nature 
of soccer fulfilled her motivation 
to connect with others through 
the pursuit of a common goal.

“[Cross country] is just  
running, and soccer, there’s so 
much to it,” Jean said. “There’s 
an individual aspect and there’s 
also a team aspect. It’s just a 
great game to play and it brings 
people together from across the 
globe, so I love it and I wish I 
could play it forever.”

As the No. 5 recruit in her 
class, Jean’s excitement of taking 
the next step in her career was 
accompanied by the challenge 
of finding the perfect fit, which 
proved quite overwhelming to 
Jean.

“I didn’t love my recruiting  

process just because I was so 
young and I felt a lot of pressure 
to make the right choice but there 
was no right choice, you know,” 
Jean said.

However intimidating, Jean’s 
crucial decision became much 
easier once she visited Penn 
State.

“I stepped on campus for my 
first time and I felt like in my gut 
this was a really great place to go 
and place to be, and I picked it,” 
Jean said. 

It’s safe to say that the rest is 
history.

Named a co-captain in 
2019 alongside fellow redshirt  
senior defender Kaleigh Riehl 
and senior goalkeeper Amanda 
Dennis, Jean has emerged as 
a resolute leader, according to  
coach Erica Dambach.

“I have been incredibly  
impressed with Ellie’s leadership 
this year,” Dambach said. 

“She is the voice, she is the one 
dealing with the details, she’s  
doing all the stuff behind the 
scenes. I couldn’t be more proud 
of Ellie. I think that she will  
finish this season with absolutely  
no regrets.”

Jean attributed her influential 
character the those who came 
before her.

“I’ve always tried to emulate 
the leaders that I had when I was 
a freshman just because I knew 
how much it meant to me when 
they were reaching out to me or 
being there for me when I was 
new and didn’t know where I was 
going or what I was doing,” Jean 
said. 

Jean and Riehl, as classmates, 
share a sacred bond that goes 
beyond their association in Penn 
State’s defensive third, often  
linking up for a pregame warmup 
drill or striking a pose together 
for the Instagram scene.

“[Jean] is just an incredible 
person, an incredible athlete, and 
an incredible soccer player,” 
Riehl said. 

“She’s kind of the whole pack-

age. I think she holds everyone 
around her accountable to ev-
erything and she really just in-
spires me to be better. We’ve 
been through a lot, we’ve shared 
a lot of experiences, and I think 
that we have just grown together 
through it.”

Jean’s love for the game does 
not solely derive from the thrills 
of making a picture-perfect slide 
tackle or leaving an opposing 
defender in the dust. In soccer, 
Jean’s unequivocal compassion 
has found a home, manifesting  
itself in the unbreakable bonds 
she has formed with her  
teammates.

“My experience would be  
nothing without them, current 
and past,” Jean said. 

“I think the most important 
thing though is that they’ve 
shaped me so much off the field 
and have been there for me in 
times when I’ve needed friends 
and teammates.”

Each enchanting memory 
from her Penn State career  
elicits genuine euphoria from the  
habitually warmhearted Jean. 
However, amidst the array of 
blissful moments exists one  
particularly adverse stretch 
of which the recollection  
triggers profound emotion in the  
22-year-old.

Through tears, Jean recounted 
the spell of anxiety and mental  
health troubles that afflicted 
her life away from soccer  
during her redshirt junior sea-
son, commending the invaluable  
backing she received from those 
around her.

“I relied that entire season on 
my teammates and my coaches 
just for support and to be there 
for me and they were amazing,” 
Jean said. “I couldn’t have gotten 
through that really difficult time 
without them and they’ll always 
have such a special place in my 
heart because of that.”

Despite the weight of her 
struggle, Jean transformed 
her pain into a means of  

rediscovering the passion of 
which she had lost sight. 

“In the past, I’ve been really in 
my head and really critical of how 
I play, but then last year, there 
was so much going on off the field 
that whenever I had the chance to 
play, it was like my escape,” she 
said.

“Literally, I could just play free. 
I almost felt like a little kid again, 
like just enjoying and not thinking  
about anything else and it was 
great.”

Looking back, Jean addressed 
how her passage through  
adversity embodies her present 
character.

“I think I learned a lot through-
out that season and throughout 
that journey,” Jean said. It  
really helped me re-find the joy 
a little bit in soccer cause you 
always lose that when you’re at 
a big school and there’s a lot of  
pressure, and you kind of lose 
track of why you started playing 
in the first place.”

Moreover, Jean determined 
that her champion identity  

transcended the game of  
soccer. Her battle with anxiety 
unearthed Jean’s inner war-
rior and illustrated the fortitude 
she always possessed, but never  
entirely perceived.    

“We are always stronger than 
we think we are,” she said. 

“Honestly, there were times 
where I did not think that I 
was going to get through that 
time. Obviously I relied a ton on 
my teammates, my family, my 
friends, but you know, you’re the 
one that digs yourself out of that 
dark place eventually.”

Jean declared that she has 
since reclaimed her peace 
of mind and that the process 
has fortified her resilience for 
whatever challenges await 
 in the future.

“Obviously there are ebbs and 
flows, but just knowing that I am 
stronger than I thought I was, 
continuing to honor that strength, 
embrace it, and always know it’s 
there.”    

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story

WOMEN’S 
SOCCER

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Defender Ellie Jean (14) dribbles the ball during the match against 
Northwestern on Sunday, Oct. 20 at Jeffrey Field.
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Conel out to make most of  year at PSU
By Jake Aferiat
The Daily Collegian

Kyle Conel knew his odds of 
even being where he is today 
were incredibly slim.

The Ashtabu-
la, Ohio, na-
tive is part of 
an elite class of  

wrestlers — the one percent 
who get a chance to wrestle  
collegiately at the Division I level.

But recently, the former All-
American from Kent State joined 
even more prestigious compa-
ny — he became one of just 35  
Division I wrestlers that will get 
to compete this season as a mem-
ber of Cael Sanderson’s nine-
time NCAA champion Penn State 
team.

The magnitude of the  
situation isn’t lost on the sixth-
year senior who came from a 
program in Kent State that pro-
duced one individual champion 
in that program’s 91-year history, 
transferring to a Penn State pro-
gram that is just a few years re-
moved from having five individual  
champions on the same team.

“It’s an experience of a  
lifetime. I don’t want to say I take 
it for granted, but being here for 
a while, you know, you get you 
get used to it a little bit. But ev-
ery day, I put it in perspective and 
remember that to be a Division 
I athlete  I think there’s about .9 
percent of wrestlers who get to 

do that,” Conel said. “And to be a 
Division I athlete who wrestles 
at one of the greatest programs 
in the country, that’s something 
many people dream about.”

Conel, too, dreamed about it for 
a time, even if it was only when 
he finally made his decision to  
transfer.

The news came out on March 
18 when Conel tweeted that if 
he got a medical redshirt, he  
intended to transfer to Penn State 
and almost seven months later, 
on Sept. 19 it was announced that 
Conel was cleared to compete for 
the Nittany Lions this season.

But Penn State fans were  
familiar with Conel long before he 
ever stepped foot in the Lorenzo 
Wrestling Complex.

As a junior at Kent State in 
2018, Conel went 30-11 which was 
good enough to qualify for his  
second NCAA Tournament, but 
not good enough to get seeded.

Then, in the NCAA Tour-
nament, the self-described  
“relaxed person” found another 
gear and managed to take third 
place at that year’s NCAA Tour-
nament thanks to downing Ohio 
State’s Kollin Moore twice, which  
garnered Conel his first — and, to 
date, only — All-American nod.

Anytime an opposing  
wrestler prevents an Ohio State  
wrestler from recording points at 
the NCAA Tournament, it goes 
over well with the Penn State 
faithful.

And so, the unlikely All-
American decided to finish his  
computer science degree at Kent 
State before putting his name in 
the transfer portal and going to 
the place where he became a fan 
favorite without ever donning a 
blue and white singlet.

“It’s kind of ironic and I just 
thought about that when I got to 
the transfer por-
tal and was like, 
‘What if I went 
to Penn State?,’” 
Conel said.  
“Because of 
what happened 
at nationals and 
everything a ton 
of Penn State 
fans came up 
to me and they 
really accepted 
me and were 
obviously happy 
because of what 
happened. But it’s nice to be here 
and have a year here in Happy 
Valley.”

The former All-American will 
slot in at 197 for Penn State — 
a spot previously occupied by 
three-time NCAA champion and 
former Hodge Trophy winner Bo 
Nickal.

Sanderson conceded it’s not 
about replacing Nickal in the line-
up, but rather “building the next 

wave” of Penn State standouts 
and even if Conel will only be a 
part of that next wave for a year, 
he adds an important veteran 
presence to the lineup.

“We’re excited to have him in 
the program. He’s really just a 
good kid, you know, always [has] 
a big smile and I think we’ll have 
a lot of fun with him this year,” 

Sanderson said. 
“He’s obviously 
a really good 
wrestler. Our 
goal is just to 
help him with 
his weight and 
just being more 
consistent and 
hopefully jump-
ing a level but 
again that’s go-
ing to be up to 
him. But we’re 
excited and I 
think it’ll be a lot 

of fun to watch him wrestle.”
The fun’s already begun  for 

Conel though, as the chief 
messages of Penn State’s pro-
gram — controlling what can 
be controlled and not taking 
life too seriously — have been  
reinforced in him for much of his 
short tenure here.

“Sports have never been an 
end all for me,” Conel said.  
“Because I know like I said, that 

my career is not going to be for-
ever. So being here where people 
know and realize that, I’m just 
having a ton of fun.”

Don’t be fooled by Conel’s per-
ceived nonchalance toward his 
athletic career or his easygoing 
attitude. He’s likely to be a force 
at 197 this season and between 
his wrestling and attitude, he 
seems to have earned his team-
mates’ respect in his short time 
in the room.

“He’s just one of the most gen-
uine dudes I’ve met; he’s such a 
nice dude. I’ve only worked out 
with him one time, you know, and 
scrapped a little bit but he’s re-
ally cool to work with,” teammate 
Shakur Rasheed said. “He’s a  
different style and a different feel 
for me, so it helps me out a lot. 
But he’s just a great dude to have 
on the team.”

As for Conel, he’s as committed 
as ever to his craft and insists he 
can turn the metaphorical switch 
on when it’s time to compete.

But when it comes to trying 
to replace Bo Nickal or add any 
pressure to himself to succeed, 
he’s just going to stick with what’s 
worked for him thus far.

“I’m going to be me and that’s 
it,” Conel said.

To email reporter: jxa5415@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @Jake_Aferiat51.

WRESTLING

Jonah Rosen/Collegian

Graduate transfer Kyle Conel speaks to the media during Penn State wrestling media day at Rec Hall on  
Tuesday, Nov. 5.

Jonah Rosen/Collegian

Cael Sanderson speaks to the media during Penn State wrestling media 
day at Rec Hall on Tuesday.

“To be a  
Division I athlete 
who wrestles at one 
of the greatest  
programs in the 
country, is some-
thing many people 
dream about.”

Kyle Conel
Penn State 197-pounder
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