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How Alpha Tau Omega, Zeta Tau Alpha became 
the top-raising organizations of THON 2019

By Grace Miller
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Greek organizations Alpha Tau Omega and 
Zeta Tau Alpha have been Penn State THON 
partners for 28 years, and the top fundraising 
organizations to support the philanthropy for 
over 25 years. 

This year, the two organizations raised 
$254,355.04 of the $10,621,683.76 total, about 
two percent of THON’s total earnings. 

“It’s not about how much money we raise 
or being number one,” Ryan Geroulo , ATO 
president said. “We just like trying our hard-
est, but seeing the number up there and being 
the number one organization is like the cherry 
on top.” 

Geroulo (sophomore-computer engineer-
ing) said they basically have the same fund-
raising tactics as other organizations. This in-
cludes things like THONvelopes, canvassing, 
ribboning and online donations. However, they 
bring something extra. 

“We just put in exponentially more time 
than everyone else,” Geroulo said. “It’s like an 
everyday occurrence for us.”

Geroulo said ATO and ZTA are so dedicated 
to THON that it’s become a staple of their or-
ganizational culture.

“Initially, our house and Zeta, if you join one 
of our organizations, you kind of have to know 
that we’re super involved in THON,” Geroulo 
said. 

Because they raised so much, ZTA finance 
chair Natalie Wagner said that there have 
been rumors circulating that their total was 
“matched” or “sponsored.” One of the rumors 
in particular suggests that Pepsi matched 
their donations.

Wagner (senior-security risk analysis) said 
none of the rumors are true. 

“We don’t have any corporate sponsors,” 
Wagner said. “We’re not matched. We just 
work really, really hard. “

Wagner said as the finance chair, she 
watched every single donation come in to cre-
ate their total. 

“I just don’t want to see… our whole entire 
chapter and ATO’s work discredited by just 
saying somebody comes in and just gives us 
that money,” Wagner said.  

Despite raising so much, ATO and ZTA 
faced some unique challenges this year. 

After canvassing was banned for safety 
reasons, they had to come up with innovative 
ways to gather funds. The groups found suc-
cess with weekly ribboning outside of local 
Waffle House locations. 

 “I think that’s what set us apart because 
it’s so easy to say, ‘Well, nobody’s allowed to 
Centre County canvas, and nobody’s allowed 
to go canvassing anymore’ once it got taken 
away,” ZTA’s THON chair Alyssa Fairweather  
said. “But instead of looking at it from that 
angle, we looked at it like, ‘How can we do bet-
ter now?’”

Fairweather (senior-early childhood educa-
tion) said that throughout January, many of 
their members spent hours volunteering their 
time selling ribbons. The tables were usually 
run from around 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

“We knew a lot of people wanted to donate 
because they all are so familiar with THON, 
but we just couldn’t reach them,” 
Fairweather said. “So this was 
one way.”

In fact, on many of the checks 
they received from ribbon-
ing, Fairweather said they saw 
names of community members 
who would often donate through 
canvassing. Ribboning allowed 
them to reach a demographic 
they would’ve otherwise lost 
from the new regulations. 

Also crucial to their success, 
Fairweather said, was the par-
ticipation of the members in the 
organizations. 

“The new pledge classes from 
last year are all just super in-
volved and love THON. That 
really showed,” Fairweather said. “It was so 
much of their hard work, and we couldn’t have 
done the ribbon sales without the participa-
tion that we got.” 

Knowing they were working to help their 
five THON families helped motivate everyone 
in ATO and ZTA throughout the year. 

“I think it makes you open up your eyes,” 
Geroulo said. “There’s families out there who 
aren’t as like, I guess the word is lucky, as we 
are. They have to deal with some very tense 
and very tough situations.”

Fairweather said they try to capture that 
feeling members get during the final total  

reveal, and encourage them to use that feeling 
as motivation to contribute. 

“[We don’t fundraise] just because it’s our 
job,” Fairweather said. “It’s because of the 
cause and because of how amazing it is that 
we want to put in this effort and we know that 
so many people in our organization feel the 
same way.” 

The connections the greek organizations 
have made with their THON families have not 
only motivated them internally, but have im-
pacted the THON families themselves. 

One of Fairweather’s favorite memories 
from fundraising was during a canvassing trip 
her sophomore year. She, along with other 
members, stayed at the house of their THON 
child, Tucker. 

She remembers looking through a scrap-
book of Tucker’s story with his mother. She 

shared something that stuck 
with Fairweather.

 “They literally told 
me that they credit ATO and 
Zeta for saving his life,” she 
said. “They planned his fu-
neral twice, but because of ex-
perimental medicine and all of 
the money that we raised, he 
was able to survive something 
that they didn’t think he was 
going to survive. Twice.” 

 Fairweather had a 
similar moment with ATO and 
ZTA’s newest THON child, 
Joyce, who rapped at THON.

 “Joyce, our new 
THON child, has already said, like when the 
dancers went and met with her…‘These peo-
ple are my brothers and sisters,’ and that was 
the first time we met her.” 

Like Fairweather, the opportunity to grow 
close with the families has been huge for, 
Shane Heacox , the THON chair of ATO. Hea-
cox said he’s specifically gotten very close to 
Tucker, who is now one of his best friends. 

“He’s not really our THON kid anymore,” 
Heacox said. “He’s just friends with everyone 
in our [organization].” 

See $254K, Page 2.
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ZTA finance chair 

Pictured: ATO-ZTA during THON 2018 in the Bryce Jordan Center. 
Photo by John Stinely.

Office of  Diversity and Inclusion adds to its team
By Lilly Forsyth

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Wonder Woman, Baymax and a 
few dragons moved into the Carn-
egie Building a few weeks ago 
when Karina Pazmino walked 
through the doors of room 206. 

As the new administrative 
support assistant for the Office 
of Diversity and Inclusion at the 
Donald P. Bellisario College of 
Communications, Pazmino, 32, 
said she is ready to provide stu-
dents with a place to feel included 
and find help for most of their 
problems. 

A wall of “Funko Pop!” figu-
rines sits behind Pazmino, who 
can often be seen staring at mul-
tiple planners and balancing doz-
ens of emails. 

“I am a huge nerd, in every 
nerd way possible,” Pazmino 
said. “I’m an academic nerd, book 
nerd, comic book nerd, a makeup 
nerd. It is bad.”

Pazmino explained that each of 
her figurines represent empow-
ering women, which is a lesson 
she wants to express to students 
she works with. 

“These were characters I 
looked up to when I was growing 
up,” she said. “I remember wak-
ing up before my mom to watch 
Sailor Moon.”

Growing up in Elizabeth, New 
Jersey, Pazmino is the daughter 
of a Dominican mother who is an 

accountant and an Ecuadorian 
father who works in information 
technology. 

Pazmino described the town 
she grew up in as a “melting pot” 
of Hispanic cultures, allowing 
her to live within a different de-
mographic than the one found in 
Centre County. When she attend-
ed Kean University, which is lo-
cated in a neighboring town, her 
exposure to cultures expanded 
when she joined Mu Sigma Upsi-
lon — a multicultural sorority. 

Though she did not enter col-
lege with a dream of joining greek 
life, attending sorority-sponsored 
events such as resume work-
shops and game nights made 
her excited to be involved in the 
chapter. 

“It was very much a lot of dif-
ferent women from a lot of differ-
ent backgrounds, and they all had 
a voice,” Pazmino said. “It also 
resonated with me because they 
were all very strong individu-
als, and I grew up with that very 
strong female role.”

Pazmino said her mother was 
the strong female role in her life 
and was “always was there” for 
every recital, softball game, ap-
pointment or question.

“I could ask her anything, I 
could tell her anything and it 
wasn’t a punishment,” Pazmino 
said. “It wasn’t, ‘Don’t talk about 
it or don’t discuss it.’ My mother 
educated me and expanded my 

mind because she always talked 
to me.” 

Having someone she could 
confide in while growing up in-
fluenced Pazmino’s interactions 
with friends or sorority “littles” 
— sorority pledges who Pazmino 
was tasked with mentoring as a 
“big.” 

“Working with girls in my  
organization as a mentor, as a 

big, [I realized] they felt isolated 
in college. They felt alone. They 
didn’t feel they had a place. I 
thought, ‘That’s such a small per-
centage that I talk to. How many 
students like that exist?’” Pazmi-
no said. 

She came to the realization that 
younger people tend to be ques-
tioned about their understanding 
of their individual self. Pazmino 

didn’t agree with this mentality, 
explaining it “isn’t anyone’s place 
to tell you you’re wrong.”

“If someone is asking a ques-
tion or an opinion, it’s someone’s 
place to dive deeper, ask where 
this is coming from, where are 
the roots and give suggestions,” 
Pazmino said. “It’s a matter of 
giving them a good base to keep 
forming, like planting a tree. It’s 
about having good roots, so they 
can keep growing up big and 
strong.”

When she first considered her 
current position, the students 
she was working with in minor-
ity greek organizations praised 
her would-be boss Gary Abdul-
lah, who is the assistant dean of 
Diversity and Inclusion for the 
college. 

Pazmino’s first impression of 
Abdullah occurred during Mr. 
Burgundy and Grey, an annual 
event showcasing influential 
male students on campus. Abdul-
lah was a judge during the event, 
and Pazmino recalled seeing him 
interact with students she often 
worked with. 

“I know that they are not the 
quickest to warm up to, but they 
seemed very at ease around 
him,” she said. 

Now in the position for several 
weeks, Abdullah has formed his 
own opinions of Pazmino. 

See InclusIon, Page 2.
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Karina Pazmino, administrative support assistant for the Office of  

Diversity and Inclusion, sits in her office on Tuesday, Feb. 26.
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Kirk Wydner, graduate student at Penn State, performs on stage during an open mic at Chronic Town 

on Wednesday, Feb. 27.

Sonic town

Local church packs food 
for impoverished children

By Gabriella Hornack
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

On Saturday, Feb. 23, the State 
College Alliance Church teamed 
up with Feed My Starving Chil-
dren, a nonprofit Christian orga-
nization raising money to combat 
world hunger, to host a Mobile-
Pack event. 

Christopher Grant got his first 
taste of community service 10 
years ago at a food-packing event. 
Ever since, he has been look-
ing for another chance to donate 
his time and service to a worthy 
cause. 

In 2018, Grant, an associate 
professor of biology at Juniata 
College, connected with a friend 
living out in the Midwest who has 
an affiliation with Feed My Starv-
ing Children. 

“I was quite familiar with this 
organization through those ven-
ues,” Grant said. “My wife and 
I kind of felt like this was some-
thing we’d be able to bring to the 
local community.”

With the State College Alliance 
Church’s latest expansion proj-
ect, they were able to host this 
major event with plenty of room 
to pack food in the gymnasium. 

“There are certain require-
ments needed to host,” Grant 
said. “It just made perfect sense 
to hold it in our church. It allows 
us to have significant Juniata, 
Penn State and local community 
involvement.” 

Grant said many people played 
a role in the organization and ex-
ecution of Saturday’s event. The 
church relied heavily on corpo-
rate sponsors and donations to 
help fund the event and spread 
awareness for their cause. The 
church also organized a hospital-
ity team, headed by Grant’s wife, 
which ensured the volunteers 
were on task and focused. 

“When I first started this, I had 
no idea how much work it was 
going to be,” Grant said. “There 
have been so many people who 
played a role in making this hap-
pen.”

Grant said his own job was to 
surround himself with really good 
people who were able to handle 
logistical measures, a strict time-
line and a financial budget. 

However, on Jan. 9, the event 
only had about 10 volunteers 
signed up, and was nowhere near 
reaching their financial goals, ac-
cording to Grant. 

“Luckily, over the following 
monthly period, the whole event 
blew up. We surpassed our fi-
nancial expectations and grew 
our number of volunteers to help 
accommodate more people and 
more meals,” Grant said. 

Grant said that as a professor, 
he has noticed the current col-
lege demographic is “much more 
service-oriented” than past gen-
erations. 

This excitement to serve 

helped shape the outcomes of 
this past weekend.

“When you think about world 
hunger, you think about the com-
mercials showing starving chil-
dren in far distant countries, and 
it often leaves us feeling help-
less,” Grant said. “When it comes 
to serving, there is very little that 
you can do better in your life with 
two hours of your time.” 

Lead pastor of the State Col-
lege Alliance Church Aaron Hen-
ning said he was eager to host the 
event after hearing such great 
things from Grant.

“Saturday was beyond expec-
tation,” Henning said. “All of the 
goals we were setting along the 
way got surpassed even during 
the event.”

The church was originally try-
ing to raise $11,000 and get 500 
volunteers. However, due to high 
demand, they expanded the vol-
unteer quota to 600. 

In total, the church packed 
around 147,000 meals, which is 
17,500 more than planned. Ac-
cording to Henning, these num-
bers amount to roughly 404 chil-
dren being provided with meals 
for an entire year just due to the 
turnout of this event alone. 

Henning also mentioned that, 
due to the polar vortex and sub-
zero weather, the Feed My Starv-
ing Children organization was 
behind in production. 

“The weather has really affect-
ed them this year,” Henning said. 
“So, whenever they have a pack-
aging event like ours that super-
sedes its goals, it definitely helps 
their bigger picture.” 

When he wasn’t greeting 
and welcoming people into the 
church, Henning got to experi-
ence the process along with the 
volunteers by working a two-hour 
shift. 

“I went through all the motions 
with check-ins, registration and 
orientation in the worship sanc-
tuary area,” Henning said. “We 
then moved into the gymnasium 

where the actual food packaging 
began.” 

Henning said that his church 
has had only “great experi-
ences” with community service, 
both locally and on trips over-
seas. 

“Anytime you serve together, 
you form a bond. I think that was 
magnified on a pretty big scale 
for this event,” Henning said. 
“We saw all ages, from old folks 
to young kids and everything in 
between. It was a great event to 
connect the community.

Ed Babcock retired from his 
head elder position at the State 
College Alliance Church just 
a day before the food-packing 
event. 

He took this opportunity as a 
way to transition out of the role 
and take a more administrative 
volunteer position. 

As an accounting professor in 
the Smeal College of Business, 
Babcock has also taken part in 
fundraising and financial mat-
ters.

“Even though I’m an ac-
countant, I’m really kind of a 
‘pitch-man’ and enjoy promot-
ing things I deeply care about,” 
Babcock said. “I assisted Aaron 
and Christopher with spreading 
awareness, promoting the event 
and helping people understand 
the blessing of service.”

Since the turnout for the food 
pack was so overwhelmingly im-
pressive, Babcock said his hope 
for the future is to have a Penn 
State-exclusive food pack that 
allows college students to have 
the opportunity to serve.

“This event mobilized over 
600 people for a common, won-
derful cause,” Babcock said. 

“It didn’t matter what your 
religious background was or if 
you even go to church. It was all 
about helping kids who need us 
most.” 

To email reporter: guh57@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @gabhornack.

Gates for Justice 
needs no leader

By Jacqueline Miller
FOr THE COLLEGIAN

Most groups require elections 
and definitive leadership to keep 
themselves together. However, 
Standing at the Gates for Jus-
tice is not most groups. 

Since the last presidential 
election, a group of people have 
been standing in front of the Al-
len Street Gates from 4 to 5 p.m. 
every Monday. 

Unless classes are canceled 
or the weather would make it 
unsafe for them to stand outside 
for extended periods of time, the 
group will be found at the Stand-
ing at the Gates for Justice Vigil 
held every week, like clockwork. 

Even though the time and 
place stays the same, the focus 
of their demonstrations is not 
nearly as static.

Every week, each activist 
brings their own sign. Their top-
ic changes depending on what-
ever each individual feels pas-
sionate about in the news cycle 
that week. They also keep up 
with campus-related events and 
try to raise awareness about 
current issues the participants 
feel are relevant.

“We try to keep up on the 
news,” Tyson Daniels, who at-
tends the demonstrations, said. 

Daniels, a 32-year-old resi-
dent of State College, even uses 
whiteboards as signs because 
the topic he wants to demon-
strate for changes so often.

However, when a particularly 
important topic comes up, a citi-
zen unaffiliated with the group 
may reach out to them, or one 
participant may contact the rest 
of the regulars and organize a 
demonstration. 

This group is often contacted 
and joined by other organiza-
tions on campus, including 
Planned Parenthood, MoveOn 
and LGBTQ activist groups.

“Because the group does not 
have a specific leader, it is or-
ganically shaped by the people 
who participate,” Ben Wideman, 
the campus pastor for the Uni-
versity Mennonite Church, said 
via email. 

These demonstrations are 
largely political, and often re-

volve around a social justice  
issue. Their signs raise aware-
ness for everything from police 
brutality to climate change and 
clean energy.

“We try to stand up for what 
we’re for more than what we are 
against,” DeeAnn Wylie, who at-
tends the demonstrations, said.

Daniels added they often are 
“supporting people who are be-
ing attacked.”

Soon after President Donald 
Trump was elected to office, 3rd 
Way Collective, an organization 
on campus dedicated to “Peace, 
Justice, and Faith at Penn State,” 
helped organize a sort of protest 
downtown. 

Tensions had reached a fever-
pitch due to current events in-
cluding, but not limited to, the 
ban on immigration from Muslim-
majority countries, the Women’s 
March and the election itself. 

“It kind of got volatile, after the 
ban,” Wylie, 60, said. “Some peo-
ple stopped coming after that.” 

Other groups showed up and 
caused a contentious situation by 
counter-protesting. 

Some of the earliest organizers 
stopped showing up after being 
threatened. Their numbers have 
fluctuated since then, but a core 
group of “die-hards” consistently 
appear.

“It was, like, a whole weekend 
of protesting,” Daniels said. “This 
was the thing on Monday that 
I came to and I just kind of kept 
coming.”

Wylie added that her “main 
reason for coming is I don’t want 
people to think that this is normal 
or okay.” 

For such a consistent group of 
people, they represent the ever-
changing political climate they 
live in. They provide an impetus 
for people to learn more about 
the world around them and about 
people they believe are over-
looked and suffering. 

It is important for them to re-
mind State College’s citizens and 
students that there are people 
who care about others and want a 
safe and equitable world.

“I’ll stand here until I think 
that we take care of each other 
in a better way,” Wylie said. “No 
exceptions.”

$254K
From Page 1.

Tucker, a high school senior, 
just got accepted into Penn State. 

In a fundraising effort, ATO and 
ZTA put on a Gala instead of the 
traditional golf tournament that 
Heacox said usually only reached 
ATO families. 

This event allowed the THON 
families to meet the families of 
organization members.

Heacox said this event is one of 
his favorite memories, as it was 
the first time Tucker got to meet 
his family. “Instantly everyone 
bonded,” Heacox said. “Since 
then, he’s been at one of our fam-
ily tailgates for a football game, 
he’s been at my house and we’ve 
all just developed an even better  
bond together.” 

The Gala was also a favorite 
memory of Wagner. 

She cherishes the memory of 
the Gala because it was when 
she, along with the other THON 
chairs, announced to the rest of 
ATO and ZTA that they were get-
ting a new THON child, Joyce. 

“I honestly think that was my 
favorite memory because it was 
so exciting,” Wagner said. 

“It reminds us what THON is 
about and I think that also re-
minded us why we were at the 
Gala. Why we were fundraising.”

Wagner, along with Heacox and 
Fairweather, all danced at THON 
this year. 

Altogether, ATO and ZTA had 
13 members on the floor, five of 
whom applied to dance indepen-
dently. 

“It just really couldn’t have 
been better,” Wagner said. 

For the first time, all five of 
their THON families attended 
THON. 

“We got so lucky this year that 
we had all five of them there and 
it just so showed,” Fairweather 
said. “It was incredible.”

ATO and ZTA’s close relation-
ship aided the organizations in 
their fundraising efforts as well. 

Fairweather said the two 
greek organizations often go by 
“Zetaus,” a combination of both 
of the names. 

They use the slogan, “One 
word, one love, one org.” 

“It’s not like two organiza-
tions,” Wagner said. “We’re one, 
and also it’s so great that we’ve 
stayed together for all of those 
years.”

To email reporter: lgm5130@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @graceemilleer.

Courtesy of Bill Jester

Community members pack food at the State College Alliance Church in 

partnership with Feed My Starving Children on Feb. 23. 
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From left, Charlie O’Neill, DeeAnn Wylie, Sarah Malone, and Ben  

Wideman, all of State College stand with signs in front of the Allen 

Street Gates on Monday, Jan. 14.
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“She’s excellent,” Abdullah 
said. “I’m blessed to have her. 
She is a woman that has a lot 
of intelligence and has a big 
heart.” 

Abdullah said Pazmino keeps 
him so organized that he joked 
she has threatened to lock him 
out from his own calendar to 
prevent him from spreading 
himself too thin. 

Pazmino keeps herself busy 
studying toward an associate 
degree in labor and employ-
ment relations. Balancing work 
and school allows Pazmino to 
relate more to students who are 
in similar situations. 

Additionally, she uses her re-
search and customer service 
skills gained from her studies 
to help students and friends on 
topics such as resume building, 
unemployment and medical in-
surance. 

Pazmino is also in the midst of 
wedding planning for a ceremo-
ny planned for Oct. 3. Pazmino 
met her fiancé, Frankie Marti-
nez, 10 years ago, but revealed 
that when they initially met she 
was “not interested at the time.” 

However, after a few years of 
frequent interaction because 
their friends were in overlap-
ping social circles, a banquet 
changed the course of things. 

“He did a very stalker-ish 
thing,” Pazmino said. “I went 
to the ladies’ room. He put my 
phone number in my phone — 
this is why I lock my phone now 
by the way — and texted himself 
and saved my number.” 

From there, the two continued 
to talk, eventually dated, and fi-

nally, Martinez proposed during a 
birthday celebration for Pazmino. 
When her cake was brought out, 
she — still unsuspecting of what 
was to happen — was told to close 
her eyes, but she worried about 
burning her hair. 

“Like a typical mother, my 
mom said, ‘Close your eyes’ and I 
said, ‘Yes ma’am’,” Pazmino said, 
“and when I opened them he was 
down on one knee.”

Pazmino describes Martinez 
as her “home” and someone who 
keeps her “grounded.”  

“I see her doing great things 
with this office,” Martinez said. 
“Sometimes the saying is, ‘Be-
hind a great mind of a man is a 
woman,’ and she’s that. I think 
she’ll be a very good gatekeeper 
to the students at the university.” 

Martinez said he thinks Pazmi-
no will be able to provide a plat-
form to students, give advice 
based on her experiences and 
provide them with a space to 
have a voice. 

From the students she has in-
teracted with so far in her office, 
she can see the “untapped po-
tential” within them.  “I can see 
the shining stars that just need a 
little bit of brightening,” Pazmino 
said, smiling. “There’s nothing 
better than seeing someone’s po-
tential and seeing them grow.”

She also had some advice for 
students who may not know what 
they want to do with their future.

“Never lock yourself into one 
thing because you never know 
what you can expand into to,” she 
said. “We are part of the genera-
tion that has the opportunity to 
do everything they want in their 
life.”  

To email reporter: lnf5121@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at @lillyforsyth_.
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‘Weigh’ the options when  
criticizing other body types

“Just eat a few hamburgers.” 
I’m sure I’ve eaten at least 

one burger for every time some-
one said that to 
me, and I’m still 
underweight.

People tell me 
I have lucky 
genes and high 
metabolism, or 
that they would 
kill to be able to 
eat whatever 
they want with-

out any consequences. 
Sure, it may be great that I 

can finish a whole pizza by 
myself.

 But I doubt anyone would 
envy my ability to overlap my 
thumb and pinky when I wrap 
them around my twiggy wrist.

I have always been waging a 
war with the numbers on the 
scale. 

While everyone seems to be 
concerned with keeping those 
digits down, I internally beg for 
mine to go up.

Though I personally do not 
have an eating disorder, Feb. 25 
to March 3 is this year’s Nation-
al Eating Disorders Awareness 
Week.

 It bothers me that weight is 
something so prevalent in peo-
ple’s lives. 

I would be perfectly content 
with my size if I was not so frus-
trated by the attitude around it. 

Unfortunately, it seems people 
have a hunger that can only be 
satiated by passing judgment on 
others.

Anyone who is struggling to 
lose weight might be angry with 
me because of my difficulties to 
do the opposite. 

My curse of being forever 
skinny makes people envious. 

There is no sympathy for my 
effort to escape my underweight 
BMI of 17.5. 

Everyone assumes it’s easy 
and throws so-called advice at 
me like the sentence that began 
this column. 

I’ve tried protein shakes, junk 
food, calorie tracking and even 
ditching exercise. 

I feel self-conscious when I go 
for long-distance runs.

I worry because people will 
assume I have the opposite 
problem of what I do; I worry 
they will think I don’t recognize 
how thin I am and that I am try-
ing to lose weight. 

Because of concerns for what 
strangers think of me, I ditched 
any thoughts of my health and 
put my focus toward putting on 
a few pounds.

I used an app to track my food 
intake, and even the app did not 
sympathize with my effort to 
gain weight. 

I put in my goal to put on five 
to 10 pounds, but it was obvious 
the diet tracker was pro-

grammed only 
for weight loss. 

It sent me 
notifications at 
the end of each 
day praising 
me for coming 
in under my 
daily calorie 
goal. 

It’s funny 
now, but it was 
a punch to the 
gut at the time. 

It might as 
well have said, 
“Congrats! You 
failed.”

It hurts 
every time the 
number on the 
scale goes 
down. 

I’m frustrated 
every time a 
pair of skinny 
jeans looks 
baggy on me. 

I’m embarrassed every time 
I’m told to eat more but am also 
asked where it all goes when I 
finish a meal.

Having a struggling relation-
ship with food goes both ways — 
multiple ways, even — and we 
need to remember that before 
judging people just on the way 
they look. 

More likely than not, everyone 
around you has some kind of 

personal struggle. 
Keep that in mind the next 

time you’re tempted to make a 
joke about someone’s weight.

I don’t have a problem with 
food; I have a problem with peo-
ple who care enough to have a 
problem with me.

Madeline Messa is a junior majoring 
in political science and is a columnist 
for The Daily Collegian. Email her at 
mgm5413@psu.edu or follow her on 
Twitter at @madeline_messa.
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This week marks 
“Read Across America,” 
when teachers across the 
country and across all age 
groups encourage stu-
dents to consume various 
books in pursuit of fully 
grasping the importance 
and magnitude of reading.

For many younger stu-
dents, their teachers will 
likely encourage and pro-
mote the works of Theodor 
Seuss Geisel, better known 
to millions of children and 
adults as Dr. Seuss.

However, Seuss’ past 
transgressions — includ-
ing the inclusion of what 
are perceived by many to 
be racist trope bearing 
characters in his books 
“And to Think That I Saw 
it on Mulberry Street” and 
“If I Ran the Zoo” — have 
some in the education field 
calling into question the 
merits of still teaching Se-
uss in this day and age.

This sentiment has 
been held in academia for 
the past several years, 
but with the publishing 
of an NPR article, these 
criticisms of Seuss have 
recently entered public 
consciousness.

It can be debated what 
the appropriate course of 
action is to take with Se-
uss’ books or whether they 
are indeed racist. 

But to simply disregard 
and blacklist Seuss might 
ignore the importance his 
rather revolutionary style 
had in sparking creativity 
in children, the amount of 
children his books taught 
to read and the art in his 
writing. With an asterisk 
attached. 

Nearly half of the Col-
legian’s Board of Editors 
have a parent who is either 
currently involved or once 
was involved in education, 
and many of them viewed 
teaching Seuss’s works as 
beneficial. But not stand-
ing alone.

Despite the benefits, 
that does not mean Seuss 
is above reproach nor 
does it mean the claims 
of racism should not be 
examined. 

After all, this is the 
same esteemed children’s 
author who created clear 
anti-Japanese propaganda 
during World War II and 
reportedly drove his ex-
wife to commit suicide 
after having an affair.

But the point of this 
editorial is not to put Seuss 
on trial for his past.

Instead, the point is 
that there are lessons to 
be learned from teaching 
Seuss and acknowledging 
the issues within his books 
at the appropriate time 
and in the appropriate  
way.

For instance, if a kin-
dergarten or first grade 
teacher were to teach 
the gravity of the racial 
bias present in “And to 
Think That I Saw it on 
Mulberry Street,” there 
is a reasonable debate to 
be had about whether or 
not children that young 
and that impressionable 
can truly think critically 
about Seuss’ works, to the 
degree necessary.

That’s not to say 
children that young can’t 
be precocious — they cer-
tainly can be.

The issue is that ex-
plicitly calling out racism 
is more complex than a 
teacher simply opening a 

book and pointing to one of 
Seuss’ characters. 

Many children, regard-
less of how intelligent, 
would likely fail to grasp 
fully the nuance behind 
such an important term 
necessary to understand, 
or what exactly it even 
is that makes something 
racist, bias or otherwise 
ignorant. 

Let’s be clear. 
The point is not to 

pacify education about 
race and other important 
issues, because that just 
does everyone a dis-
service, especially when 
people who have never en-
countered other cultures 
experience them for the 
first time.

Instead, the goal has 
to be to radically shake 
up the way we teach our 
kids and to say to first and 
second graders that Seuss 
has plenty of merits, but 
as those kids get older, 
highlight the undebatable 
necessity to reflect on Se-
uss and his impacts while 

also critiquing him.
Children need to be 

exposed to different 
viewpoints as early and 
often as possible, including 
many more works than 
just “Green Eggs and 
Ham,” but also in a tasteful 
way so as they get older 
in life, they are prepared 
for all types of situations. 
To simply ban problematic 
books rids generations of 
the opportunity to learn 
from them. 

Whether Seuss is really 
the best way to convey that 
message remains to be 
seen.

But it’s clear Seuss was 
both a less-than-savory 
character, while also writ-
ing books like “The Lorax” 
(environmentalism), “The 
Sneetches” (anti-Semitism 
and discrimination) and 
“The Grinch” (consumer-
ism and greed), which 
all serve as allegories for 
larger societal issues, thus 
making his legacy complex 
and worthy of deeper con-
sideration.

Ultimately though, 
for all of those reasons, 
eradicating Seuss from 
curriculums seems a 
bit extreme, as well as 
nearly impossible, though 
criticism is certainly fair — 
and necessary.

Dr. Seuss’ legacy calls for 
deeper consideration

While clearly an influential author, Seuss has a  
past that needs to be examined more closely
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By David Pollak
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Stephen Nedoroscik may be 
the most quirky athlete at Penn 
State. 

He’s a two-
time NCAA 
g y m n a s t i c s 
champion on 
pommel horse 

and will most likely dominate the 
competition for a third year in a 
row, too. 

But he also has the creative 
talent of solving a Rubik’s cube 
outrageously fast and wears 
non-prescription goggles during 
meets. 

Some have a stigma of college 
athletes being different than 
the average student, saying that 
they’re not human in a way. 

But trophy case aside, Nedo-
roscik isn’t much different from 
the other 45,000 students trying 
to find their way in State College.

Men’s gymnastics doesn’t have 
as large of a following as women’s 
gymnastics and the sport in gen-
eral is very niche. 

For most in the United States, 
a young boy doesn’t usually say, 
‘I want to be a gymnast.’ In fact, 
there are only 16 NCAA programs 
in the country for men’s gymnas-
tics. 

But that’s where Nedoroscik is 
different, as gymnastics was his 
passion from a young age.

“I didn’t play any other sports 
in high school,” Nedoroscik said. 
“As a really young child I was 
always climbing. I remember I 
used to climb up to the top of the 
door frame and hang from there. 
It was pretty obvious from there 
that I had a lot of strength and so 
my mom decided to put me into 
a small class when I was around 
four. The first day that I was there 
I climbed a 15-foot rope, and from 
there on it just stuck with me.”

What’s special about Nedoro-
scik is how he competes in only 
one event, whereas most other 
gymnasts compete in more than 
one, if not all of them. 

Even though he specializes in 
only pommel horse, he’s the best 
in the country at it.

“Growing up I was a decent 
all-around gymnast, but once I 
got to high school it seemed that 

pommel horse was the only event 
that was still progressing for me 
and I was rapidly progressing in 
it,” Nedoroscik said. “Junior year 
I qualified to the Junior Olympic 
Nationals and I won my first na-
tionals, then I won my senior year 
and that’s what hooked the eyes 
of a lot of schools in that I can be 
a really good pommel horse spe-
cialist.”

When asked to describe what 
pommel horse is to someone who 
doesn’t follow gymnastics, Nedo-
roscik smiled and laughed.

“Pommel horse is basically 
break dancing on a slab of leather 
with a couple of wooden handles, 
with all sorts of break dancing 
moves,” Nedoroscik said. 

Nedoroscik recently competed 
at the Winter Cup, in which he 
won the pommel horse title with 
ease, with a pair of performances 
that eclipsed the coveted 15.000 
mark. 

To put that into perspective, 
no other competitor came close 
to scoring a 15.000, and he did it 
twice — back to back. 

With that performance, Nedo-
roscik claimed a spot on the 12-

man roster to represent the USA 
in the World Cup next month in 
Doha, Qatar. His mom, Cheryl, re-
called what was running through 
her mind when the news broke to 
them.

“I was so excited that I wanted 
to cry,” Cheryl Nedoroscik said. 
“It was a dream come true, and 
now he has the chance to be an 
Olympian if he performs well 
there. It’s right there for him and 
I want him to have that.”

While Nedoroscik has estab-
lished his name in the gymnastics 
world, there was a time around 
third grade when he decided to 
quit gymnastics because he “just 
got tired of the sport,” his mother 
said. 

“We didn’t want to force any-
thing on to him, but after two 
months he wanted to go back,” 
Cheryl said. 

Added Cheryl: “Stephen is 
just a ray of sunshine, positive, 
successful, a hard worker and 
determined person. He loves his 
team more than anything and will 
be right there cheering for them 
whether he performs well or 
poorly. There will be times when 

I wish him good luck and hope 
that he places high and he’ll re-
spond ‘Mom, what are you talking 
about? I’m going to win this.’”

His family members aren’t the 
only to shed high praise on Ned-
oroscik, as his teammates and 
head coach Randy Jepson speak 
highly of what he means to the 
team. 

When first asked how to de-
scribe Nedoroscik, Jepson said, 
“If you look up the definition of 
‘nerd’ in the dictionary, you’ll find 
Stephen Nedoroscik with his gog-
gles in there, and he’d take that 
comment with a sense of pride.”

“We’ll be in practice and Ste-
phen will be rattling off some type 
of equation or theorem and I have 
no clue what he’s talking about, 
but it makes me laugh,” Jepson 
continued. “He has a great sense 
of humor.

One of Nedoroscik’s team-
mates and best friends, Sam Za-
kutney, spoke about what type of 
guy he is and his role on the team.

“Stephen is a perfectionist. He 
really trusts that he’ll get the job 
done and he’s a very naturally 
talented guy, but his work ethic 

is what puts him above the next 
guy,” Zakutney said. “He’s one 
of the louder guys on our team 
during meets. Two routines after 
he’s finished his he’s already lost 
his voice, so he’ll cheer more than 
anyone else and we really appre-
ciate that.”

While Nedoroscik is classy in 
the gym, he’s also a brain in the 
classroom. 

A native of Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, he found his love for en-
gineering in his early high school 
days at Worcester Technical High 
School, where his trade was elec-
tromechanical engineering. To-
day, he’s majoring in electrical 
engineering.

“I pretty much decided what I 
was interested in while I was in 
middle school,” Nedoroscik said. 
“Freshman year in high school 
we went through a process where 
we explore all sorts of shops and 
I picked ones that I just thought 
were interesting. The two that 
stuck out to me the most were 
straight electrical and automa-
tion technology.”

Being a collegiate athlete is a 
lot on a person’s plate in itself, 
and being an engineering major 
makes it even harder to balance 
the day out. 

For Nedoroscik, he doesn’t 
have much free time between 
classes, schoolwork and training 
in the gym, but it doesn’t faze him.

“It’s pretty much just work all 
day, but it’s not bad because I’m 
interested in the subject,” Nedo-
roscik said. 

“It’s mostly just classes all 
morning, workout later, and then 
when I go back home after the 
workout I take around an hour 
or so to eat and shower, and then 
it’s homework for the rest of the 
night. If I’m lucky, I’ll be playing 
Smash Bros or something.”

With just over a year left as a 
college gymnast remaining, Ned-
oroscik can reflect on his time at 
Penn State pretty concisely.

“I just want to be known as the 
guy who got it done,” Nedoroscik 
said. 

“I just want to leave a legacy 
behind me as a guy who was re-
ally good at pommel horse.” 

To email reporter: dbp5295@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @david_pollak097.

MEN’S  
GYMNASTICS

Courtesy of Penn State Athletics

Stephen Nedoroscik competes on the pommel horse against Nebraska on March 17, 2018.

The NCAA champ you’ve never heard of

3 IN A ROW
Penn State dominates No. 17 Maryland from start to finish,  

using a balanced offensive attack to pick up its third-straight victory
By Matt Lingerman

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Get one percent better.
That’s been the daily mantra 

of Pat Chambers and his team all 
season long. 

And over the 
Nittany Lions’ 
recent 5-2 run, 
that improve-

ment has been made evident on 
the court. 

But in Penn State’s 78-61 rout 
of No. 17 Maryland on Wednes-
day night, the blue and white put 
on a performance which proved 
that saving a penny every day will 
eventually add up.

“You always go back to the first 
time we played them, and that 
was a long time ago,” Chambers 
said. “If you go back in watch us 
in November and December, and 
now you watch us, that’s growth. 
That’s improvement.”

That first bout with the Terps 
— a 66-59 loss in College Park to 
open Big Ten play — began a 10-
game conference losing streak 
for Penn State which pushed it 
comfortably in the basement of 
the league.

Lamar Stevens scored 19 
points, but on a meager 9-of-24 
from the field. All 15 of the team’s 
bench points came from Rasir 
Bolton. For large parts of the 
contest, the lid was firmly on the 
basket. 

But out of the gates on Wednes-
day, the Nittany Lions looked like 
a different team from that Dec. 1 
contest.

Because they are.
“The first half of conference 

play, our young guys really had 
to learn how to win in Big Ten,” 
Stevens said. “It’s just a whole 
different level. It’s the best league 
in the country. When everybody 
dialed in and believed in coach 
Chambers is when we were able 
to get over that hump. We knew 
we were talented, but it’s just 
another level of toughness and 
focus that you have to dial into to 
win in this league.”

It’s no secret that during Penn 
State’s 10-game skid, most of the 
losses were not blow outs, but 
rather close defeats in which the 
Nittany Lions were on the wrong 
end of an unlucky bounce or 
missed call. 

But after beating a quality op-
ponent in then-No. 13 Virginia 
Tech and hanging close with oth-
er conference giants, it became 
obvious Penn State had the ability 
to beat good teams.

Now that Penn State has made 
visible improvements — from de-
fending to rebounding to shooting 
—  and gotten over the proverbial 
hump, it shouldn’t come as a sur-
prise that Penn State is not only 
beating good teams, but dominat-
ing them.

“Something I see is the con-
nectivity and the relationships 
among the players and staff. I 
think that type of culture can real-
ly push you through to winning,” 
Chambers said. “Even during 
the toughest time in January, we 
didn’t panic, they just kept show-
ing up, kept coming back. That 
says a lot about the leadership of 
the players.”

With three Big Ten games re-
maining before they head to Chi-
cago for the Big Ten Tournament, 
the Nittany Lions have a real 
chance to finish the season on a 
five-game win streak and emerge 
out of the bottom four of the con-
ference, earning a first round bye 
in the process.

Chambers’ team is doing what 

every coach hopes is the case for 
his team: peaking as the season 
reaches its final stretch.

“I said to them, there’s still 
room for growth here. Some 
teams, at this point of the season, 
they’re not gonna get any better, 
this is where they are,” Cham-
bers said. “But I’m so excited to 
go back to work tomorrow… and 
I’m gonna make sure they know 
that. Keep improving, because 
it’s there and that’s what makes 
it exciting going down the stretch 
here.”

And perhaps most importantly, 
those improvement are from ev-
erybody.

“I think we’re starting to just 
get contributions from everybody. 
I don’t think there’s any guy that 

steps on the court that doesn’t 
have an impact on the game,” 
Stevens said. 

“That’s from top to bottom, and 
you need that in this league. We 
have talented guys, so when you 
get contributions from everybody 
we’re a dangerous team.”

As a result of the midseason 
drought, Penn State’s hopes of 
finally earning an NCAA Tourna-
ment bid as an at-large are slim, 
and playing its best basketball 
come season’s end when the ulti-
mate postseason goal may be out 
of reach may seem sour to some.

But it’s indisputable the Nit-
tany Lions have followed their 
goal and improved by many one-
percent increments, and a penny 
saved is a penny earned.

Those pennies are finally start-
ing to add up just in time to cash 
them in.

“As a staff, you want to be the 
best you can be by the end of 
the year, and we’re doing that,” 
Chambers said. “You want your 
players to continue to develop 
and get better — you’re seeing 
that.”

To email reporter: mcl5347@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @linger_man.
Ken Minamoto/Collegian

Rasir Bolton (13) dribbles toward the net during the game against Maryland at the Bryce Jordan Center on Feb. 

27. The Nittany Lions defeated the Terrapins, 78-61. “The first half of 

conference play, our 

young guys really 

had to learn how to 

win in the Big Ten. 

It’s the best league 

in the country. 

When everybody  

dialed in and be-

lieved in coach 

Chambers is when 

we were able to get 

over the hump.”

Lamar Stevens

Junior forward

MEN’S  
BASKETBALL
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FOR RENT 1 
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE ONE bed rom 
apartment yearly lease (up to 3 students, 
$1200PM); August 2019-2020. Walk to 
campus located Beaver Plaza Apartment 
(across Hyatt hotel), text or call at 814-
571-7624

FOR RENT 2 
BEDRM

AVAILABLE AUGUST; TWO bedroom 
apartment in house; for two; own bed-
room; four blocks south of campus near 
S. Allen; $590 each; includes heat, water, 
sewer, trash; parking available; no pets; 
year lease; call 814-234-1812.

FOR RENT 3 
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE 3BR-1 bath town 
house, close to campus, bus route, walk-
ing distance; up to 3-4 students 
($1200PM) with 3-4 parking available, 
August 2018-2019, call at 814-571-7624

FOR RENT
AVAILABLE AUGUST: FOUR bedroom 
apartment for 4 in house; 4 blocks south 
of campus; two baths; 2 kitchens; 2 living 
rooms; year lease; call 814-234-1812

AVAILABLE AUGUST: UP to 4 persons 
needed for 6 bedroom house; Year lease; 
6 blocks west of campus near West 
College Ave.; Own bedroom; $470 per 
person; has 2 baths, 2 kitchens; 2 living 
rooms; Rent includes heat, etc. 
814-234-1812

FOR SALE
HELP WITH WRITING- Professional 
Editor offering proofreading services and 
optimization suggestion on all forms of 
written work. 
Contact KLGrammarFiz@gmail.com

ROOMMATES
4 BEDROOM HOUSE available now until 
June or until August, 1-1/2 bath country 
cottage-style house with a rustic interior 
featuring pine beams. Furnished. 9 
blocks south of the campus near S. Allen 
St. Amenities include: free parking, near-
by bus stop, front porch with a swing, 2 
patios and a small backyard. W/S/T 
included. No pets. Call 814-234-1812.

B U Y  I T
L i o n  s l i s t'S EL L  I T R ENT  I T

© Pappocom

C r o s s w o r d

SERVICE CENTER, INC.

Mon. Tues., Thurs., Fri. 8-7, Wed. & Sat. 8-5, Closed Sunday

814-695-2266 • 2634 Rt. 764, Duncansville

www.blueknobauto.com

“ALL MAKES,  ALL MODELS,
NO MATTER WHERE YOU BOUGHT YOUR CAR...BRING IT TO BLUE KNOB” 

One loss is not the end of the world for men’s lacrosse
Don’t go sounding the alarms 

just yet. Penn State’s season is 
far from over. 

The Nittany 
Lions didn’t get 
the result they 
wanted in their 
road trip to Con-
necticut. That 
much is obvious.

Yale was too 
much for them 
to bear. More 

specifically, faceoff specialist TD 
Ierlan was too much for Gerard 
Arceri. Arceri turned in a shock-
ing 4-for-23 day at the faceoff X.

Without the usual dominant 
performance from its star 
faceoff man, Penn State suffered 
mightily. The defense held its 
own considering the number 
of offensive possessions for the 
Bulldogs. Penn State’s offense 
looked like normal at times 
but also suffered through long 
droughts, and with Yale winning 
faceoff after faceoff, it was next 
to impossible for the Nittany 
Lions to keep up the scoring.  

They lost. But to say this 
team can’t keep up with the 
best teams in the country is too 
reactionary at this moment.

Despite some offensive 
troubles and an atypical show-
ing turned in by Arceri, Penn 
State lost by only one point. The 
Nittany Lions were in the game 
until the final buzzer, and the 
dagger was only planted when 
Nick McEvoy failed to win the 
final-minute draw after Grant 
Ament made the score 14-13.

It was a hard loss, but really 
a moral victory. Even though 
coach Jeff Tambroni and his 
team aren’t scheduling qual-
ity opponents for anything but 
signature wins for a tourna-
ment resume, the shortcoming 

doesn’t hurt too much. 
To start, this result did 

minimal damage to Penn State’s 
current ranking. The team still 
remains in the top-five of the lat-
est USILA Coaches Poll as well 
as both US Lacrosse and Inside 
Lacrosse media polls.

Only falling from No. 2 to No. 5 
is a win in itself.

Penn State’s explosive start to 
the season earned respect from 
throughout the lacrosse com-
munity, something that losing 
by just one goal to the defend-
ing national champions cannot 
instantly take away.

The Nittany Lions have room 
to breathe right now. They will 
face a Penn team that is off to 
a rough 0-2 start at home this 
weekend, a perfect opportunity 
to bounce back and put the Yale 
loss in the rearview. Arceri 
needs this game for his confi-
dence. In 2018, he went 18-for-20 
against the Quakers, blazing the 
trail for a Penn State win. 

Arceri will have to face a 
different foe in Hofstra transfer 
Kyle Gallagher after last year’s 
faceoff man Chris Santangelo 
graduated, but it’s the chance 
to return to form that matters 
more to Arceri than anything 
else.

The Penn State offense will 
likely fix itself once it can get 
more possessions. Ament and 
Mac O’Keefe both still put up 
solid efforts against Yale. Ament 
had two goals and seven as-
sists, while O’Keefe, who was 
on the receiving end of plenty 
of Ament’s passes, notched five 
goals. 

The duo did struggle to keep 
the ball on that side of the field, 
however. Ament and O’Keefe ac-
counted for eight of the 18 total 
turnovers by Penn State. 

So while the most obvious fo-
cus is Arceri’s rebound, offense 
could use some polishing as 
well. The Penn game provides 
the chance to clean things up.

The only pressure surround-
ing this weekend’s game is the 
fact that the opportunity must 
be snatched up, because the 
road doesn’t get any easier 
afterward.

The Nittany Lions head to 
The Crown Classic to face No. 3 
Cornell on a quick turnaround, 
just six days after facing the 
Quakers. The game against the 
Big Red is followed by Jackson-
ville two days later. If Penn State 
struggles here, then it is time to 
hit the panic button. While the 
Yale game caught most of the at-
tention when the 2019 schedule 

was released, Cornell is another 
pivotal out-of-conference battle.

There’s no lack of motivation 
for this matchup either.

The Big Red took down Penn 
State in 2018, so what better way 
to get revenge than to spoil their 
perfect season this year?

That being said, it is crucial 
the Nittany Lions from Weeks 
1 through 3 show up to play 
against Cornell. The scheduling 
of top-tier opponents is all for 
naught if Penn State can’t get 
wins over them.

But let’s speculate and say 
the worst case scenario occurs 
for the Nittany Lions: they have 
two losses to Yale and Cornell 
respectively heading into Big 
Ten play. That first conference 
game against No. 2 Maryland 

is elevated from an important 
game to a must-win.

Unless the Terrapins stumble 
on the way to the latter half of 
the season, they will be the team 
to beat in the Big Ten. They will 
also provide Penn State one 
more chance to put a big stamp 
on its tournament resume.

The Nittany Lions have 
never beaten Maryland once in 
program history, so betting on 
a win here is likely not a great 
gamble. Even if they manage 
to finally break through that 
barrier, there are still the other 
four teams in the conference to 
deal with in the regular season 
as well as the all-important Big 
Ten Tournament. Luckily for 
Penn State, the season is young. 
The Nittany Lions are still in a 
very good place, and they can 
stay there if they return to their 
winning ways they established 
in the first three games.

Letting the loss to Yale hang 
around into the coming weeks 
or failing to execute against the 
upper-echelon of teams they will 
face will quickly cloud any view 
of a NCAA title run.

The only thing that is certain 
right now is the current uncer-
tainty of Division I lacrosse. 
There are three more months 
of chaos to come, and if it’s any-
thing like the first few weeks, it 
will be a wild ride. 

Teams once thought of as 
sure-things will be upset. Others 
that were counted out will come 
roaring back late in the year. 
Relatively unknown programs 
will pop up on radars. 

If Penn State wants to stay out 
of the mess, all it can do is start 
consistently winning again.

To email reporter: stc5243@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @shaneTconnelly.

MY VIEW | SHANE CONNELLY

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Midfielder Gerard Arceri (40) battles for the ball during the men’s  

lacrosse game against Robert Morris at Holuba Hall on Feb. 9.
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