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Cecilia McGough did 
not have a “normal” 
childhood. 

She often saw spi-
ders, a clown and a girl 
who terrorized her. Mc-
Gough, who is currently 
taking a break from her 
education at University 
Park, had childhood 
schizophrenia — some-
thing she didn’t fully 
understand until she 
continued experiencing 
symptoms as an adult.  

Her experience with 
schizophrenia has con-
tained “positive” and 
“negative” symptoms. 

The “positive” symp-
toms aren’t exactly en-
joyable. They add expe-
riences to her daily life, 
such as hallucinations. 
The “negative” symp-
toms, though — such 
as isolation, withdrawal 
and difficulty speaking 
— separate McGough 
from the world around 
her.

While some people 
with schizophrenia ex-
perience delusions, Mc-
Gough only has halluci-
nations. A hallucination 
is when a person sees 
something that is not 
really there, while a de-
lusion is when a person 
can’t tell the difference 
between hallucinations 
and real life. 

McGough said she 
probably has had schizo-
phrenia her entire life.

Around the time she 
was five years old, she 

began seeing “shad-
owy figures.” About 10 
years later, she started 
hearing things. Her 
symptoms became very 
prominent, though, 
her junior year of high 
school, when she expe-
rienced hallucinations 
of a clown and spiders.

Before McGough 
learned more about 
schizophrenia, she 
thought her hallucina-
tions meant she was 
possessed. Learning 
that what she saw was 
due to a chemical imbal-
ance was helpful for her.

“If you see something 
that you know is not 
there, you think of a 
ghost or a demon,” Mc-
Gough said.

McGough said she of-
ten hides in bathrooms 
or goes silent so people 
cannot see she is strug-
gling through experi-
encing hallucinations. 
She said she feels like 
she needs to act normal 
so people do not see her 
as a stereotype.

“Sometimes I am so 
conscious on just trying 
to act normal that I have 
a hard time interact-
ing and enjoying being 
there,” McGough said.

She has hallucina-
tions of the clown “al-
most 24/7,” so she has 
become skilled at act-
ing like she doesn’t see 
it. She also sees spiders 
often, through changes 
in medication or during 
stressful points in her 
life.

During severe epi-

sodes, McGough sees 
hallucinations of a girl 
who looks like Samara 
from the horror movie 
“The Ring.” The girl — 
who could talk to Mc-
Gough — would point 
out McGough’s insecu-
rities and stab her with 
a knife.

McGough was a junior 
in high school when her 
hallucinations began 
to affect her everyday 
life. When she found the 
courage to tell her fam-
ily and inquire about 
medical treatment, they 
weren’t receptive. 

“My family wasn’t re-
ally comfortable with 
me going to get medi-
cal treatment because 
they didn’t want it on my 
medical history or their 
medical history,” Mc-
Gough said.

After her family re-
jected the idea of medi-
cal treatment, McGough 
tried to proceed with 
her life as normally as 
possible. 

It wasn’t until her 
sophomore year at Penn 
State — one week af-
ter her 20th birthday 
— that she decided to 
go against her parents’ 
wishes and seek treat-
ment for her mental ill-
ness. 

When McGough called 
her mother from the 
hospital to tell her she 
was getting treatment, 
her mother responded 
with anger.

“I remember calling 
my mom from the psy-
chiatric [hospital] and 

she just started yelling 
at me, and I just hung 
up on her,” McGough 
said.  “Later on [my 
parents] tried to be 
more supportive, but 
they were still very op-
posed to me getting  
that label of ‘schizophre-
nia.’” 

An did not solve all of 
McGough’s problems, 
though, because she still 
did not want to tell peo-
ple she was diagnosed 
with schizophrenia due 
to its high stigmatiza-
tion — but her second 
hospitalization changed 
that. 

“I was very hesitant to 
accept I had schizophre-
nia, but I also knew I had 
schizophrenia before 
my official diagnosis,” 
McGough said.

McGough knew she 
needed changes in her 
medication, so she went 
back to the emergency 
room and stayed for one 
night before being dis-
charged.

When she got back 
to her dorm, her room-
mate was waiting for 
her with a Centre Coun-
ty Can Help counselor 
— a trained individual 
who can intervene with 
people experiencing 
mental health crises. Af-
ter a long conversation 
between the three of 
them, it was decided Mc-
Gough needed to return  
to the psychiatric hospi-
tal.

See Schizophrenia, 
Page 2..
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Cecilia McGough sits in the 
HUB-Robeson Center.
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Finding 
her voice
with ISC

By William Derry
For The Collegian

Laurene Manzi walked into the annual “Welcome to 
the Valley” involvement fair as a second-semester sopho-
more, searching for a way to enhance her experience as 
an international student.  

 Manzi (senior-economics and statistics) had spent her 
days as a freshman going to class or studying in the li-
brary, then going back to her dorm. 

But when her friends started moving into apartments, 
she decided to check out the fair. 

When she stopped at the International Student Council 
table, she met the group’s president, Daniel Sun. 

The ISC aims to increase cultural understanding at 
University Park and the Commonwealth campuses, ac-
cording to its website.            

 “Daniel told me about what they do, and I wanted to 
join something that really made me feel like I belonged. 
So, ISC was perfect,” Manzi said. 

Today, Manzi serves as the ISC public relations com-
mittee chair.

However, she was not able to join the organization im-
mediately because by the time she found ISC, its recruit-
ment window had ended. 

She waited until she could join, which happened to be 
when ISC member Nduta Kinuthia left the organization.

But Manzi and Kinuthia, who are both from Kenya, 
would later cross paths again. 

Manzi is the youngest of four children — and the only 
girl. She was born and raised in Nairobi, Kenya. 

All three of Manzi’s older brothers graduated from 
Penn State.

Though Manzi wanted to try different activities than 
her brothers, her interest in the university grew when 
she attended her brothers’ graduations in State College. 

“The graduation ceremony was full of emotions,” Man-
zi said. “They make you feel that Penn State pride.” 

As a freshman, Manzi struggled following along in 
class, since she had been taught in French growing up. 

She also struggled to make friends due to differences 
in cultures and interests. 

What helped Manzi get through her early struggles, 
she said, was accepting she was at Penn State and that 
she could not leave just because she was homesick.     

“You [have] got to make the best out of it and put your-
self out there,” Manzi said. “Some people close them-
selves off to trying something new, and that’s not the best 
way to do it.” 

To Manzi, she put herself out there by joining ISC.
The first event Manzi worked on was an ISC-sponsored 

bus trip to John F. Kennedy International Airport for stu-
dents flying home during winter or summer breaks. Man-
zi called various bus companies to find out which services 
offered the most ideal prices, and then sold tickets to stu-
dents. 

Last year, Manzi helped Kinuthia — who rejoined ISC 
and was the previous public relations committee chair — 
market ISC’s annual fall soccer tournament. Groups of 
students signed up to represent countries from around 
the world and compete against one another.

Manzi and Kinuthia signed up as many teams as they 
could by booking a table in the HUB-Robeson Center, 
emailing student organizations and asking professors to 
include information about the event in class.      

“That’s pretty much where I learned most of what I’m 
doing right now,” Manzi said. 

Manzi and Kinuthia still FaceTime each other regular-
ly to talk and sometimes discuss “Humans of New York” 
photos they see online.  

The two would like to create a similar platform at Penn 
State for international students, Manzi said. 

ISC presidential assistant Akash Goyal joined ISC last 
year and remembers Kinuthia pitching that idea.

“It was our previous PR chair’s idea, so we have been 
working on that, as well,” Goyal (senior-economics) said. 
“Laurene plans on writing stories about international 
students at Penn State.”   

Manzi was walking toward the Pollock Dining Com-
mons one day during her sophomore year when she no-
ticed Emmy Muhoza. Muhoza (junior-mining engineer-
ing) was a freshman at the time, and Manzi wondered if 
he was also from Kenya.

Manzi and Muhoza said a few words to each other in 
their native language and quickly realized they were from 
nearby countries. 

Muhoza is from Rwanda, but Manzi was the first per-
son he met at Penn State from east Africa. 

“Laurene is passionate, charismatic, and she’s smart,” 
Muhoza said. “Laurene being in that role as PR chair is 
not a surprise for me. It’s one of those things you expect 
someone like her to do.”   

The two started studying together at the library and 
hanging out at cafes in downtown State College. While 
Manzi and Muhoza spent time together, Manzi talked 
about her involvement in ISC.

Although Manzi attends biweekly ISC meetings for the 
executive board, general body and public relations com-
mittee, she said she still finds time to study at the library. 
But now, she has a friend to study with.   

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read the full story.

Chushi Hu/Collegian

Laurene Manzi (senior-economics and statistics) poses at 

the HUB on Saturday, Oct. 20. She’s now the public relations 

committee chair for International Student Council. 

Schizophrenia
From Page 1.

Shortly after, police arrived at McGough’s 
room, patted her down and attempted to handcuff 
her before realizing she was not acting violently. 

She was escorted to a police car outside Redi-
fer Commons, where people she knew could see 
the situation unfold, McGough said.

“I understand why [my roommate and the 
counselor intervened], and I’m not upset that 
they did,” McGough said. “By the time I came 
back home to my dorm, the cat was out of the 
bag…either people knew I had schizophrenia, or 
they knew something was up and I had to set the 
story straight.”

She ended up sharing her schizophrenia diag-
nosis on Facebook to set the record straight for 
those who knew about what happened that day.

Although the experience with the police left 
McGough in fear of reaching out when she needs 
help, she does not regret opening up to her 
friends about having schizophrenia. 

She received an “overwhelmingly positive re-
sponse,” and said it has helped her cope with her 
illness, as well as form bonds with other people 
who have the mental illness.

McGough does not speak with her family today, 
but still has them on social media where they of-
ten like her posts and send her messages.

“I’ve realized I had to set boundaries, because 
they are such a negative impact on me,” Mc-
Gough said. “It’s not selfish to realize that some-
one is not good for your mental health.”

***
Not being in contact with her family does not 

necessarily mean McGough feels alone.
“I have a family, a family of friends, and they are 

my support network,” McGough said. “It’s impor-
tant to have a support network because so many 
people with schizophrenia suffer from isolation.”

McGough founded a club and nonprofit on campus 
called Students with Schizophrenia, with the aim of 
bringing the topic to the forefront of conversations.

“[The club] is really to help highlight the amaz-
ing people who have schizophrenia and show 
them that we are not just the stereotype, we are  
students, we are people reaching our dreams,” Mc-
Gough said.

Within the club are students who do have schizo-
phrenia, as well as allies who are there to be a support 
system.

Anikate Ganju is the web developer for Students 
with Schizophrenia, although he does not have schizo-
phrenia himself.

He said from being in the organization and being an 
ally, he has learned a lot about the illness as well as 
how to help people who are struggling with it.

One thing he learned from being in the club is while 
it may seem natural to tell someone who is hallucinat-
ing that what they’re seeing is not actually there, it is 
better not to do so.

“It’s unhelpful,” Ganju (sophomore-computational 
data science) said. “You can tell them something [isn’t 
there,] but they can still see it.” 

From being in the club and hearing about the experi-
ences students who have schizophrenia experience, he 
has learned one of the ways to help is by treating them 
like any other person.

“They have stories where people will treat them dif-
ferently when they know they have schizophrenia,” 
Ganju said. “It’s not something that needs to be point-
ed out. If something is triggering for them, they will tell 
you.”

Abdul Alkaf is another ally in the club.

When Alkaf (senior-industrial engineering) was a 
sophomore, he heard of a speech on campus called, “I 
Am Not a Monster: Schizophrenia,” by McGough. Af-
ter hearing McGough speak about her experience, he 
decided he wanted to become involved in the club as 
an ally.

Alkaf is now the president of the club. Even though 
McGough is currently taking a break from school, she 
is still involved in the club and acts as a facilitator.  

“There are times when everyone is having their own 
fight,” Alkaf said.  “Having their own fights together is 
a big part of it.”

Currently, the club focuses mostly on the support as-
pect, but has plans to expand to financial support for its 
members through scholarships.

Some students who have schizophrenia struggle 
with the financial aspect of college, because if they 
have to take time off for mental health reasons, they 
will lose scholarships granted by the university. 

To combat this issue, McGough plans on creating 
scholarships specifically for returning students that 
needed to take time off.

She said a lot of students need to take time off when 
they are going through the process of finding the right 
medication for themselves. 

“That person needs to be in a more con-
trolled area to know if the medicine is  
working rather than being in the classroom,” Mc-
Gough said.

McGough also wants to work with students to pro-
vide them information on what their rights are when 
dealing with police officers and hospitalizations, as 
well as informing the different resources out there that 
can help them. 

She said this information is especially important for 
students who have schizophrenia to know, since many 
deal with hospitalizations throughout their life. 

”It could have some lasting effects, so we want to 
make sure our students know what to do in that situa-
tion,” McGough said.

***
In regards to students seeking help, she said educat-

ing them on the process can reduce a lot of fears they 
might have, and make them more willing to reach out 
for help.

Next week, the Students with Schizophrenia website 
will launch, along with a page for donations. The orga-
nization has already received some private donations, 
and is getting some corporate sponsors for more sub-
stantial financial support for the future.

McGough was able to give a TED Talk as part of 
TEDxPSU, where she discussed her personal experi-
ences with coming to terms with her illness, and find-
ing the courage to get treatment without the support 
of her family. 

In her talk she tells her audience about the work she 
is doing within Students with Schizophrenia. Among 
the two million people who watched her talk were Yale 
administrators who reached out asking for help with 
implementing a similar program of their own.

The club aspect of Students with Schizophre-
nia is planning to expand to other universities,  
and will be focusing on bringing over support and ac-
tivism.

McGough has been contacted by universities in 
other countries as well, such as the United Kingdom 
and Australia. However, they want to expand gradually, 
starting with a few other universities at the moment, 
such as Yale, the University of Pittsburgh and the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania.

“Students with Schizophrenia is my life,” McGough 
said. “I am very lucky to have found something I am so 
passionate about at such a young age.”

To email reporter: lef5224@psu.edu.

Follow her on Twitter at Laurennn_foxx.
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hhd.psu.edu/distinguished-speaker-series

Thursday, October 25 • 7:00 p.m. 
Pike Auditorium 

22 Biobehavioral Health Building 

Penn State University Park

Free and open to the public. Sponsored by HHD 

Alumni Society Distinguished Speaker Series

James R. Fitzgerald ’75 LEC
Supervisory Special Agent, FBI Behavioral 
Analysis Unit (ret.)

Fitzgerald was a key investigator in numerous 

high-profile cases, including UNABOM, using 
pioneering forensic linguistics that played 

a critical role in finding clues leading to 
Ted Kaczynski’s capture. He was recently 

featured in the Discovery Channel series 

Manhunt: Unabomber.

A Journey to the  
Center of the Mind

© Pappocom

career 
corner
career 
corner

studentaffairs.psu.edu/career

Career offices at University Park held over 
22,000 sessions helping students.

What are you waiting for? Your next step 
starts here.
Drop-in Career Counseling
Weekdays, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Bank of America Career Services Center

Tuesday Nights
5:00 PM - 7:00 PM
HUB-Robeson Center
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Aabha Vora/Collegian

Forrest Girroir, 2, from State College, takes a look inside a jack-o’-lantern at the Pumpkin Festival at the 

Arboretum on Friday, Oct. 19.

GettinG pump’d for halloween

By Kaleigh Quinnan
The Daily Collegian

Under the semi-pseudonym 
“Spaulv,” Sebastian Paul Vargas 
has produced an album and mul-
tiple projects. Though currently 
a plant science major, Vargas 
(sophomore – plant science) is 
in the midst of switching to an in-
tegrative arts major because he 
wants to connect his passions and 
his future career. 

His current career, however, 
has been building since he was 
young.  

“I feel like I’ve had a guitar for 
a long time, so it’s always been 
there kind of,” Vargas said. “I 
didn’t start recording stuff on my 
computer until like middle school 
– like eighth grade. I was just 
messing around and stuff.”

Pandora Radio was also a big 

influence on the artist when he 
was starting to get involved in the 
music scene. 

“I was able to listen to stuff I 
hadn’t been able to before, out-
side of the cassettes and stuff that 
my dad played as a kid, like elec-
tric music,” Vargas said.  

Vargas was also a member of 
his school’s band program grow-
ing up, where he learned to play 
saxophone in addition to the gui-
tar and read music. 

“I had to be in band because my 
mom made me,” Vargas said. He 
was in the band throughout high 
school.   

Rita Thompson, a sophomore 
studying communication studies 
at Temple University, has known 
Vargas since elementary school.

 “We always rode the bus to-
gether all the way into high school, 
which is where I feel like we 

started to talk 
about music 
more and ex-
change artists 
and songs,” 
T h o m p s o n 
said. “We 
stayed close 
in high school, 
which is when 
I think he 
started to get 
really serious 
about produc-
ing his own 
music – re-
leasing stuff 
on Sound-
Cloud and 
everything,” 
T h o m p s o n 

said. Vargas’s music is available 
across virtually every platform, 
including Apple Music, Spotify 
and SoundCloud. He hopes to 
have music videos available on 
YouTube soon, too. 

“It’s been really cool to see him 
grow as an artist and friend, be-
cause while everyone could hear 
his potential from the start, he’s 
seriously improved a lot even 
over just the last year,” Thomp-
son said. 

Now, more music is on its way 
from Vargas. Vargas said he is 
collaborating on vocals right now. 
While he doesn’t want to “hype it 
up and say it’s going to be fantas-
tic,” he thinks the collaborations 
might actually be fruitful. 

“I don’t have a date, but by 
spring I will have an album or 
some sort of a project. I am in 
the process of figuring out what 
my next steps are because I’ve 
already done a lot of stuff so far,” 
Vargas said. 

This “lot of stuff” includes his 
EP, “Suits.” 

From the track list, Vargas 
“likes them all,” but thinks the 
song “K.I.S.S.” is his favorite.

“When I made it, it sounds like 
what I was feeling,” Vargas said. 
“It’s weird because all of the vo-
cals weren’t preplanned, they 
were just in a folder that I had and 

they happened to work well with 
the song.” 

Thompson believes the future 
is bright for Vargas because of his 
drive to create. 

“I could really see him going 
somewhere with music because 
he’s so insanely passionate about 
it,” Thompson said. “Like when 
we go to a concert, he gets so ex-
cited to go home and create based 
on the inspira-
tion he found at 
the show.” 

Vargas said 
his musical influ-
ences vary. Cur-
rently, Vargas 
says he is most 
influenced by 
Erick Elliott and 
MF DOOM, with-
out dismissing 
the fact that he’s 
influenced by so 
many other peo-
ple. But Vargas 
said he appreci-
ates the fact that those particu-
lar artists’ love creating music to 
inspire others — like himself — 
to do the same. Listening to the 
music of others has always been 
a means of inspiration for Vargas. 
While he started out listening to 
primarily SoundCloud and Pan-
dora, Vargas is now primarily lis-

tening to the “Discover Weekly” 
playlist on Spotify. His process is 
not definite or strict, with no real 
starting or ending point. 

“I’ve never really had a ‘do this 
or that’ process,” Vargas said. “I 
look for something that sounds 
like how I think it should sound at 
that time. It could be anything.” 

Jessica Gambino, a media 
studies and production major at 

Temple, found 
out about Var-
gas through 
his friends 
from home. 

“I was sur-
prised that a 
kid our age 
made [some-
thing as pro-
fessional as] 
that,” Gam-
bino said.

 Gambino 
used one 
of Spaulv’s 
songs, “Sun-

day Stroll,” in a video that she 
made for class. The song, she 
said, worked perfectly. 

“It’s pretty cool how he draws 
from his influences and puts his 
own spin on it – he has like a spac-
ey sound,” Gambino said. 

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

More 
than the 
average 
student

One sophomore is better known as an  

up-and-coming producer, artist

Courtesy of Sebastian Vargas

Sebastian Vargas, or “Spaulv,” hopes people will 

judge his musical talents based on his sound.

Courtesy of Sebastian Vargas

Sebastian Vargas, or “Spaulv,”  

released his EP, “Suits,” last year. 
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We shouldn’t put so much 
weight in identity politics 

To steal a common line from 
Twitter, there are some days I 
cannot believe that app is free. 

Last Monday 
was one of those 
days, as Massa-
chusetts Sena-
tor Elizabeth 
Warren rolled 
out a coordinat-
ed media cam-
paign publiciz-
ing the release 
of a DNA test 

showing that she’s between 
1/64 and 1/1,024 Native Ameri-
can. 

It was as clumsy and insen-
sitive as any of Eric Cartman’s 
racist shenanigans on “South 
Park,” which I pay to watch on 
Hulu. 

The lily-white Senator from 
the Bay State started bom-
barding Twitter with posts 
about the test before four in 
the morning on Oct. 15, includ-
ing a slickly-produced cam-
paign ad, links to her campaign 
website and news articles on 
the topic. 

“I took this test and released 
the results for anyone who 
cares to see because I’ve got 
nothing to hide. What are YOU 
hiding, @realDonaldTrump?” 
she tweeted. “Release your tax 
returns – or the Democratic-
led House will do it for you 
soon enough. Tick-tock, Mr. 
President.”

Twitter of course had a great 

time ridiculing “Pocahontas,” 
as Trump is fond of calling 
Warren, for making a big deal 
out of a DNA test that essen-
tially refuted her point that she 
is somehow an ethnic minority, 
as she’s officially listed herself 
multiple times throughout her 
career and has campaigned on 
in the past. 

Republicans jumped in the 
mockery while Democrats and 
fake Republicans like Ana 
Navarro rallied around War-
ren, before Cherokee Nation – 
one of the two tribes Warren 
claimed to be descended from 
– released a scathing state-
ment against her. 

“A DNA test is useless to 
determine tribal citizenship. 
Current DNA tests do not even 
distinguish whether a person’s 
ancestors were indigenous to 
North or South America,” 
Cherokee Nation Secretary of 
State Chuck Hoskin Jr. said. 
“Sovereign tribal nations set 
their own legal requirements 
for citizenship, and while DNA 
tests can be used to determine 
lineage, such as paternity to an 
individual, it is not evidence for 
tribal affiliation.”

Hoskin Jr. went on to say 
Warren’s actions were, “inap-
propriate and wrong,” and dis-
honored, “legitimate tribal gov-
ernments and their citizens, 
whose ancestors are well docu-
mented and whose heritage is 
proven.”

Warren was forced to back-
pedal that afternoon in a 
26-tweet long thread in which 
she acknowledged Hoskin Jr.’s 
statement and deflected to 
Trump’s tax returns (which 
should be released, but that’s 
not the point). 

And thus ended that hysteri-
cal day on the inexplicably free 
Twitter dot com. 

But it left me wondering. 
What could possibly make 
someone want to be within a 
minority group so badly she 
would make such an obviously 
false claim, then take a DNA 
test and announce with fanfare 
that she was between 1/64 and 
1/1,024 not lying?

That would be identity poli-
tics – the idea that Americans 
should vote for someone 
because of their race, religion, 
gender, age, sexual orientation 
or any other characteristic that 
has nothing to do with actually 
making laws and running a 
government.  

Isn’t it silly that anyone 
cares about this even a little 
bit? 

Isn’t it insane Warren thinks 
the skin color of a distant rela-
tive makes a great talking 
point? Or that any politician 
thinks these things, which indi-
viduals have no control over, 
matter? 

Does anyone remember 
when race wasn’t supposed to 
influence how we judged a per-

son’s character? I remember. 
In fact, there’s an 8-foot by 

30-foot mural by a railroad 
underpass near where I live in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, that 
says it pretty well, “Be Color-
blind.” Those words are paint-
ed above a diverse group of 
children, whose faces are part 
of flowers, underneath a rain-
bow.  

Maybe driving by that mural 
a couple times a week for 12 
years got to me more than 
most people, but I truly do not 
care what your race is or what 
gender you identify as.

You can be male, female, 
black, white, yellow or purple – 
if you are an honest and nice 
person, I can get along with 
you and be your friend. If I 
happen to agree with your 
political opinions on real 
issues, you can have my  
vote. 

Politicians are great at play-
ing on our emotional decision 
making for their own advan-
tage. I challenge anyone read-
ing this to “be colorblind” this 
November when you vote and 
make your decisions on sub-
stantive policy issues, not per-
sonal characteristics.

Tyler Olson is a junior majoring in  
political science and broadcast  
journalism and is a columnist for The 
Daily Collegian. Email him at tso5043@
psu.edu or follow him on Twitter at  
@TylerOlson1791.

MY VIEW | Tyler Olson

Olson

The 24-hour news cycle is 
seemingly endless. One news 
story replaces another within a 
few days or hours. 

Since news stories are ever-
expanding and increasing in fre-
quency, important stories tend 
to go forgotten. Over the past 
month, there have been several 
natural disasters ravaging dif-
ferent parts of the world getting 
somewhat lost in the shuffle.  

In late September, a tsunami 
and earthquake struck Indone-
sia, killing more than 2,000 peo-
ple at last count. Abroad, there 
was also typhoon “Mangkhut” 
that hit China, Hong Kong and 

the Philippines, killing dozens. 
Here in the United States, 

Hurricanes Florence and 
Michael ravaged the south, 
claiming the lives of 89 individu-
als, but, as is the case for all of 
these natural disasters, the toll 

is ever changing. 
Beyond the enormous loss of 

life seen in all of these situa-
tions, those affected are experi-
encing countless amounts of 
property damage,  
power-outages and injuries.  

Citizens will be recovering and 
dealing with the aftermath for a 
long time. 

This is why Penn State is tak-
ing initiative to make sure any 
and all of its students affected 
by any of these natural disas-
ters are helped and accounted 
for. 

Between those students 
enrolled at Penn State through 
World Campus and those at Uni-
versity Park with personal con-
nections to the disaster areas, 
there are hundreds of students 
affected too, according to Penn 
State News. 

Penn State’s Office of Student 
Affairs reached out to students 
at University Park who have 
homes or family affected by 
these natural disasters, looking 
to make sure they are OK. 

These students have also 
been pointed to resources avail-
able to them on campus such as 
the Student Care and Advocacy 
Office, Counseling & Psychologi-
cal Services and the Penn State 
Crisis Line. These resources 
are there for students who have 
this extra burden of worry atop 
of their academic life. They’re 
here to help those affected work 
through their unique situations.

As for those students current-
ly in those affected areas and 
studying at Penn State through 
World Campus, Penn State also 

contacted them to offer  
assistance however they can. 

This includes a webinar, 
scheduled for Nov. 29, which will 
provide academic advisers, a 
mental health advocate and a 
case manager from CAPS and 
representatives from Student 
Affairs to use as resources for 
those affected by natural disas-
ters. 

Penn State is also offering 
assistance to employees who 
may be dealing with repercus-
sions — emotional or financial 
— from these natural disasters. 

In 2017, Penn State’s World 
Campus increased its enroll-
ment to 14,301 students pursu-
ing undergraduate and graduate 
degrees. While not on Penn 
State property, they should be, 
without a doubt, have assis-
tance from Penn State. 

However, it’s not something 
that Penn State necessarily has 
to do, so it’s great it took initia-
tive. Their contact with those 
affected shouldn’t stop here. 

For many who are actually in 
the ravaged areas, it’s probably 
hard for them to have access to 
resources like email or long-dis-
tance phone calls. 

It’s imperative Penn State 
keeps in repeated contact with 
these students to make sure 
they have access to all of the 
resources Penn State’s provid-
ing when they need it — even if 
it’s months in the future. 

“Penn State Lives Here,” is 
the slogan every student and 
faculty member has heard at 
one time or another throughout 
their time at Penn State. So, it’s 
encouraging to see our universi-
ty actually practicing this, not 
just using it for recruitment 
purposes.

Practicing what we preach

Penn State should continue to help students 
and faculty affected by natural disasters
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John Harrar looks to build off strong postseason and become key contributor off the bench
By Dylan Jacobs

The Daily Collegian

Last year, John Harrar was 
thrusted into the starting lineup 
during the postseason, making 

the most of his 
playing time 
and becoming 
a key part to 
Penn State’s 

NIT Championship run.
This year, Harrar’s role will be 

vital right from the start.
The Wallingford, Pennsylvania, 

native will be the top big-man 
coming off the bench and could 
even start if coach Pat Chambers 
wants a big lineup on the floor.

When Harrar got inserted into 
the lineup at the start of the Big 
Ten tournament, the Nittany Li-
ons went 7-1 on their way to a spot 
in the Big Ten semifinals and an 
NIT Championship.

The then-freshman had seven 
points and 12 rebounds in only 11 
minutes in Penn State’s champi-
onship win over Utah.

Following that game, Harrar 
began working hard getting 
ready for this season, something 
Chambers has noticed.

“I think you’re going to notice 
his body right away. He’s really 
lean,” Chambers said. “When you 
walk out there and see him in the 
practice facility I think you’re go-
ing to see a basketball player. He 
looks faster, he’s jumping higher, 
obviously he has great hands. His 
skill level is getting much better. I 
think you’re going to see a guy we 
can rely on in the offensive end as 
well.”

Harrar stayed on campus over 
the summer and he attributes 
that to his strides made this off-
season.

“I just wanted to keep building 
and not become happy with the 
success we had last year,” Harrar 

said. “So I stayed here and tried 
hitting the weight room and 
worked on my skill development.”

At media day last Tuesday, 
Chambers was very excited for 
what Harrar could bring to the 
team this season.

“He’s really doing a good job for 
us rebounding the ball, defend-
ing, and he’s extended his range 
out to the three-point line so that 
will be great for everyone to wit-
ness,” Chambers said.

With the loss of Tony Carr and 
Shep Garner, two guys who loved 

to shoot from beyond the arc, add-
ing a three-point shot to his game 
could be huge.

There aren’t many players on 
this year’s squad who could shoot 
the three consistently, so becom-
ing an option in that area could 
lead to more important minutes.

“This summer I tried to make 
50 top-of-the-key three’s a day, 
and in practice it’s a lot different 
going from last year to this year 
trying to expand that,” Harrar 
said. 

“But if I get an open three I’ll 

definitely look to take it.”
His development in all areas is 

going to be vital, because the for-
ward group may need to lead the 
team.

Chambers has stressed that 
the front-court will have to take 
charge and be more involved in 
the offense with inexperienced 
guards in the starting lineup.

“Coach has been telling his 
guards that bigs should get more 
touches,” Harrar said. “So with 
Mike [Watkins], me and Lamar 
[Stevens] touching the ball more 

that just makes us work even 
harder on defense and rebound-
ing.”

The defense the front-court 
brings will be a huge part of the 
team’s success, due to the fact 
that those positions are filled up 
with more experienced players.

While Chambers still wants 
to be a team that scores 70-plus 
points a game, he knows getting 
to that mark starts at their own 
end, and Harrar will be a big part 
of that.

“John is as solid as they come,” 
Chambers said. “So if we can get 
some stops and some turnovers 
much like we did last year and 
get out and run those are some 
easy baskets for some of those 
guys that are so-called defensive 
guys.”

One area of his game that may 
go unnoticed by many are his 
leadership qualities. 

Chambers often included 
Harrar when discussing upper-
classmen leaders like Stevens 
and Josh Reaves, evening imply-
ing that all three were a part of 
the team’s leadership council.

“I think the combination of 
[Stevens and Reaves], and with 
John Harrar, has been a phenom-
enal leadership council,” Cham-
bers said. 

“These guys are so dialed in 
and come up with great ideas to 
help the program continue to get 
better.”

Chambers has a lot of faith in 
Harrar on and off the court, and 
he is ready to back that up when 
the season starts in a few weeks.

“I’m ready,” Harrar said. “It’s 
been like 20 weeks since we’ve 
played and I’ve just been in the 
gym practicing, so I think we’re 
all ready to see those results.” 

To email reporter: dkj5109@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @DylJacob.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Forward John Harrar (21) attempts to pass during the NIT Championship game against Utah on Thursday, 

March 29 at the Madison Square Garden. Penn State won the game 82-66.

Unsung contributions from the 
bench continue to fuel Penn State

By Caleb Wilfinger
The Daily Collegian

In recent years, Penn State typ-
ically stuck with a tried-and-true 
starting rotation, primarily con-

sisting of veteran 
mainstays such 
as Simone Lee, 
Haleigh Washing-
ton, Ali Frantti 

and so on.  
Those days are gone this sea-

son as the No. 4 Nittany Lions 
have needed to use their bench 
extensively in every contest 
thus far, following an offseason 
in which they lost five starters to 
graduation. 

On a team primarily composed 
of first-year starters and fresh-
men, the contributions from the 
bench have been pivotal to Penn 
State success so far this season. 

“It’s always a nice thing to give 
the players who work really hard 
in practice important time on the 
floor during a match,” coach Russ 
Rose said. “Especially since they 
don’t normally get as much play-
ing time as our starting rotation.” 

One player who has embraced 
her role as a valued contributor 
off the bench is Tori Gorrell. 

The redshirt junior played in 34 
matches and 110 sets last season, 

which included a number of key 
starts for the Nittany Lions down 
the stretch, most notably in the 
NCAA Final Four.

This season, the middle block-
er has undergone a change in 
role as she now rotates in for the 
freshmen tandem of Serena Gray 
and Kaitlyn Hord. 

“I think Tori has done a really 
nice job,” Rose said. “She has had 
to play every front row position in 
practice, and each position has 
different specifications and needs 
that are hard to adapt to. But, she 
approaches each challenge with a 
positive attitude.” 

Gorrell’s positive attitude and 
energy is indicative of the mood 
of the bench as a whole. This is 
something the players have la-
beled as “benergy.”  

“Our energy level is definitely 
high when we’re on the bench 
and supporting our teammates,” 
Gorrell said. “When we come in, 
our main goal is to play hard and 
do whatever it takes to win.”    

The Nittany Lions were strug-
gling to generate production from 
their bench in the early portion of 
the season. 

However, in its recent eight-
match winning streak, Penn 
State has had multiple key play-
ers rotating in, such as defensive 

specialist Jenna Hampton and 
Gabby Blossom. 

Hampton is fifth on the team 
in digs with 102 and third on the 
team in service aces with 17 to-
tal for the season; four of which 
came in Penn State’s victory 
over Ohio State on Oct. 6. 

Blossom is third on the team 
in assists with 37. Despite back-
ing up Bryanna Weiskircher at 
the setter position, the fresh-
man from St. Louis has played in 
nearly every single match and is 
an established player in Rose’s 
rotations. 

No one supports the starters 
more than the players on the 
end of the bench. 

Cheering on their teammates 
in good times and bad, there are 
few in Rec Hall who are louder 
than the Nittany Lions on the 
sidelines. 

“I tell the players that there 
is not always an opportunity for 
everyone to play, but there are 
opportunities for everyone on 
this team to give,” Rose said. 
“Just because you’re not on the 
court at a given moment does 
not mean that you can’t give 
your teammates a boost with 
your energy.”   

The team has listened to its 
coach in recent weeks, and the 
starters have taken note of the 
change in noise level. 

“Over the last couple of weeks 
I think the bench has really 
brought it with the energy,” se-
nior outside hitter Nia Reed 
said. “I can hear them scream-
ing my name after a kill and that 
gives us a boost on the court and 
gets the crowd going.” 

Gorrell joined her teammate 
in voicing her support of the 
energy level on the bench, and 
how it has transformed over the 
course of her time as a member 
of the team. 

A previous issue that Rose 
has lamented in the past, Penn 
State’s enthusiasm and spirit on 
the bench is something which 
has become an integral part of 
each match. 

“In my freshman year [2015], 
coach would always talk about 
how terrible our bench energy 
was, which really made me sad,” 
Gorrell said “So, throughout the 
years it’s gotten a lot better and 
for a lot us, cheering and going 
crazy on the sidelines is just sec-
ond nature.”

To email reporter: cjw5768@psu.edu

Follow him on Twitter at @caleb_wilfinger

MEN’S 
BASKETBALL

ForWard ProgreSS

WOMEN’S 
VOLLEYBALL

Ken Kalbach/Collegian

Middle blocker Tori Gorrell (11) spikes the ball during the game against 

Nebraska at Rec Hall on Saturday Oct. 13. Penn State won 3 sets to 2.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Safety Johnathan Sutherland (26) celebrates causing a fumble on a 

punt return during the game at Memorial Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 20.

By Tyler King
The Daily Collegian

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. -- For 
the third straight year, No. 26 in 
blue and white stepped up and 

made a crucial 
play to help 
Penn State beat 
Indiana.

The last two seasons, that 
player was named Saquon 
Barkley. Arguably the most 
recognizable name associated 
with Penn State football, Barkley 
scored a late touchdown to give 
the Nittany Lions the lead in 
Memorial Stadium in 2016. Last 
year, Barkley opened the game 
against the Hoosiers with a big 
special teams play, returning the 
opening kickoff for a touchdown.

When Penn State returned to 
Memorial Stadium on Saturday, 
Barkley wasn’t with them. But, 
there was another No. 26 that 
was ready to make an impact.

Midway through the third 
quarter, the player who was 
been the Nittany Lions’ most 
consistent defender over the 
last few weeks, Garrett Taylor, 
was ejected following a targeting 
penalty.

In stepped redshirt freshman 
Jonathan Sutherland.

The Canadian defensive back 
had seen time in Penn State’s 
first six games, but had played 
primarily on special teams, with 
a few occasional reps at safety.

When Taylor had to jog to 
the locker room in the third 
quarter, Sutherland was thrust 
into action and played with the 
Nittany Lions’ top defensive 
unit for the remainder of the 
game. HIs teammates thought 
he played well, and although he 

finished with seven tackles in a 
short amount of time, that wasn’t 
the biggest takeaway from the 
game.

“He played a lot of meaningful 
snaps,” cornerback Amani 
Oruwariye said.

Those meaningful snaps on 
defense will come in handy down 
the road, but it was once again on 
special teams where Sutherland 
found a way to make an impact.

Leading by just five points, the 
Penn State offense stalled on its 
first drive of the fourth quarter. 
Blake Gillikin trotted out for yet 
another punt and it looked like 
Indiana was going to have a prime 
opportunity to take the lead.

Gillikin’s punt was not a good 
one. It was a line drive that 
bounced right up to J-Shun 
Harris. The star Hoosier receiver 
turned upfield and Indiana was 
going to have good field position 
to start its drive. But then No. 
26 in white flashed into the play, 
knocking the ball out of Harris’ 
hands and into the arms of Nick 
Scott.

Penn State took advantage 
of its prime field position and 
McSorley scored his second 
rushing  touchdown of the 
afternoon to give the Nittany 
Lions a double-digit lead. That 
turned out to be just enough for 
Penn State to snap its two-game 
losing streak, and the Nittany 
Lion offense might not have 
scored that crucial touchdown 
without Sutherland’s play.

“He’s playing like every play 
is the Super Bowl and we know 
what we’re going to get out of 
him,” linebacker Cam Brown 
said.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

PSU’s new No. 26

FOOTBALL
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ATTENTION
BABYSITTER/TUTOR AVAILABLE 
IMMEDIATELY. Junior, Econ/Sociology 
major, available immediately for babysit-
ting and/or tutoring. Trained and certified 
babysitter available for evenings and 
weekends. $10 per hour. References 
available. Classically trained ballet back-
ground. Competitive tennis player in high 
school. References available. Contact: 
eem18@psu.edu

FOR RENT 1 
BEDRM

FURNISHED LARGE ONE bedroom 
apartment yearly lease (up to 3 students, 
$1200PM); August 2019-2020. Walk to 
campus located Beaver Plaza Apartment 
(across Hyatt hotel), text or call at 814-
571-7624.

SPRING 2019- 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom 
for 1-3 people, Hetzel plaza, $1245 per 
month. Parking spot included directly next 
to building. Email mes6193@psu.edu if 
interested.

FOR RENT 2 
BEDRM

LOOKING FOR ROOMMATES, 2 bed-
rooms available in nice townhouse on S. 
Fraser Street, full kitchen and laundry. 
725 Plus electric. Call/Text Brandon 443-
907-5646

FOR RENT 3 
BEDRM

TOWNHOUSE ON SOUTHGATE Drive 
available immediately, looking for 1-3 to 
take over lease, reserved parking, con-
tact Dave at 814-360-8387

FOR RENT
3&4 BEDROOM APARTMENT & houses 
available starting August 2019. Walk to 
campus. Parking included. 
www.pennair.net. 814-571-5230.

HELP WANTED
SNAP CUSTOM PIZZA is NOW OPEN 
and NOW HIRING! Wages start at $10 
per hour, plus tips. Text “SNAP” to 267-
294-9907 to apply, or apply online at 
snapcustompizza.com

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN is seeking a 
full-time professional sales executive. 
Digital acumen a must. Salary plus com-
mission. Please email letter of interest 
and resume to gmpsudc@gmail.com.

SUBLET 3 BEDRM
SHARED ROOM IN 3 bedroom apart-
ment with 4 girls. $470 a month + elec-
tric. Contact 412-680-4262 for more info!

WANTED
INDIVIDUALS WITH DEPRESSION 
Between 28-65yo Needed for Paid MRI 
Research Study. Depression ongoing. No 
metal in body (titanium ok). Contact: 
depression.imaging.study@gmail.com

PAID MRI RESEARCH Opportunity for 
Individuals with multiple sclerosis (MS) 
between 18-65 yo. Not depressed. Able 
to undergo MRI. Contact: 
depression.imaging.study@gmail.com

VOLUNTEERS WANTED FOR concert 
hall acoustics study. $15 compensation + 
1/35 chance for $50. Expected participa-
tion is 75-90 minutes. Contact Fernando 
del Solar at 
spral.chacoustics@gmail.com 
for more information.

B U Y  I T
L i o n  s l i s t'S EL L  I T R ENT  I T
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Nittany Lions off  to historic start
By Benjamin Ferree

The Daily Collegian

This weekend was a test for No. 
10 Penn State. 

Not because it was playing a 
highly ranked op-
ponent or travel-
ing into a hostile 
environment. It 
was a test to see 

if the Nittany Lions could do what 
they were expected to do against 
lower level competition, some-
thing they couldn’t do last year. 

But Penn State delivered this 
time around. 

The Nittany Lions dominated 
Niagara over the weekend with 
an 8-2 victory Friday, followed by 
a 4-1 win to complete the sweep 
Saturday. 

Penn State is now 4-0-0 to open 
the season, which is the best start 
in program history through four 
games and something the Nittany 
Lions can check off their list.  

“So far so good, but it’s very 
early,” coach Guy Gadowsky said 
following Friday’s game.

Last season, Penn State failed 
to sweep an opponent until Nov. 
17 and 18 matchups against  

Arizona State and throughout the 
whole regular season failed to 
sweep back-to-back opponents. 

The failure to sweep opponents 
early last season wasn’t because 
of a tough schedule for Penn 
State. 

It was instead due to the fact 

that the Nittany Lions did not put 
their best product on the ice for 
consecutive nights. 

But through four games, it’s 
apparent this year’s team is dif-
ferent. 

The early season loss-
es last year were one of the  

reasons Penn State had to defeat  
Minnesota four straight times in 
order to earn a spot in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

“These are big games,” Gad-
owsky said. “The way college 
hockey works these games in 
October are equally important to 
making the tournament as ones 
in March.”

This weekend saw the reemer-
gence of the heavily talented Alex 
Limoges-Evan Barratt-Liam Fol-
kes line that led Penn State at the 
end of last season. 

In the two games this weekend, 
the line produced 12 points, eight 
of which came in Friday’s game. 
Barratt led the line with five 
points this weekend. 

The Nittany Lions once again 
used a two-headed attack at 
goalie. Just like last weekend, 
Chris Funkey started on Friday 
and Peyton Jones got the start on 
Saturday. 

“All we promise is that they 
are both going to get opportuni-
ties this year,” Gadowsky said. 
“That’s what we promise them 
and that’s what we’re doing. In 
the future there’s no promises 
as to what games and what times 
they will play.”

Funkey allowed two goals while 
making 28 saves on Friday. 

On Saturday, Jones was fantas-
tic making 36 saves and only al-
lowing one goal. 

In addition, Penn State’s pen-
alty kill unit played at an elite 
level in a penalty- ridden series. 
The Nittany Lions went a perfect 
9-for-9 on the kill. 

While the penalty kill unit was 
perfect on the weekend, the same 
could not be said for the Nittany 
Lions power play, which went 
2-for-12 in the two games against 
Niagara. 

One area of concern last sea-
son for Penn State was in the 
faceoff circle, where the Nittany 
Lions were ranked 44th out of 60 
Division I teams. 

This weekend, though, Penn 
State was excellent from the 
draw, winning .709 percent of the 
draws against the Purple Eagles. 
Ludvig Larsson once again led 
the Nittany Lions from the dot go-
ing 27-for-33 this weekend. 

The Nittany Lions return to the 
ice this Friday, Oct. 26, for a game 
against Princeton in Pegula. 

To email reporter: bcf5167@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @BFerree3.

MEN’S 
HOCKEY

   Ken Minamoto/For the Collegian

Evan Barratt (17) skates with the puck during the game against Niagara 

at Pegula Ice Arena on Oct. 19. The No. 10 Nittany Lions won 8-2.
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IN OUR CLASSROOMS, INDUSTRY PROFESSIONALS  
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At the NYU School of Professional Studies, you acquire real-world, 
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Construction Management • Global Affairs 

NEW Global Security, Conflict, and Cybercrime 

Hospitality Industry Studies • Human Resource 

Management and Development • Integrated 

Marketing • Management and Systems 

Professional Writing • Project Management 

Public Relations and Corporate Communication 

Publishing: Digital and Print Media • Real Estate  

Real Estate Development • Sports Business 

Tourism Management • Translation

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Running back Miles Sanders (24) runs the ball during the game on Saturday, Oct. 20. No. 18 Penn State defeated Indiana, 33-28.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Wide receiver Juwan Johnson (84) and tight end Pat Freiermuth 
(87) celebrate during the game against Indiana at Memorial Stadium.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Quarterback Trace McSorley (9) celebrates during the game against Indiana at Memorial 
Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 20.

Christopher Sanders/Collegian

Linebacker Jan Johnson (36) takes an Indiana runner down during the game at Memorial Field on Saturday, Oct. 20.

Christopher Sanders/Collegian

Safety Jonathan Sutherland (26) tackles Indiana’s Stevie Scott (21) during the game at Memorial Field.
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track?
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When it rains, pollutants from pet waste, cars, and lawns can find their 
way into our streams.  Help protect our streams by minimizing these 
pollutants.  For More information visit the University’s stormwater 

website at: http://www.opp.psu.edu/unit/stormwater

Do you know where your 
stormwater goes?
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McSorley continues to be 
whatever Penn State needs 

By Matt Lingerman
The Daily Collegian

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — 
Trace McSorley’s Heisman 
hopes may have taken a hit 
over the last two games, but you 
wouldn’t have known it with the 
way he played on Saturday.

Although he completed less 
than 53 percent of his passes 
and failed to extend his nation-
best streak of consecutive 
games with a touchdown pass, 
McSorley was the best player on 
the field at Memorial Stadium.

And, as has been the case re-
cently, he did so with his legs.

“Trace did a great job today,” 
left tackle Ryan Bates said. “He 
had a bunch of yards running. 
When he got flushed out of the 
pocket he did a great job scram-
bling, getting the first down, get-
ting yards.”

To be exact, McSorley ran for 
127 yards on 19 carries against 
the Hoosiers, including a pair of 
touchdowns. 

Saturday was the third time 
in four games he rushed for at 
least 90 yards, a feat he had nev-
er accomplished prior to Penn 
State’s win over Illinois on Sept. 
21. 

His current production isn’t a 
surprise given his pedigree and 

Penn State’s woes in certain as-
pects of the offense.

“Trace has always made big 
plays with his legs since he’s been 
here,” James Franklin said. “Ob-
viously he’s shouldering a little 
bit more of the load right now and 
that’s obviously what you like to 
do with senior players and have 
won as many games as he has.”

The weight Franklin is refer-
ring to is the severe lack of pro-
duction McSorley is getting from 
his wide receivers.

Of his 19 completions Saturday, 
10 were to either Miles Sanders, 
Pat Freiermuth or Tommy Ste-
vens. The other nine were to six 
separate receivers, and would’ve 
been more had it not been for a 
handful of drops. 

But as the receiving corps 
struggles to improve, McSorley 
has found different ways to help 
his team.

“I think I can be a factor in 
games running the ball and I 
think I can make a difference in 
games with my legs, being a dual-
threat,” McSorley said. “Keeping 
the defense on their heels, in cov-
erage when they drop back they 
gotta have a spy, they gotta take 
a guy out of coverage for that or 
take a guy out of the rush.

“Those are the type of things 
that, if I can do that it makes the 

defense have to adjust and play a 
little bit differently,” he added.

His exploits as a runner are 
nothing new, considering he 
needs only 164 yards to become 
Penn State’s all-time leading 
rusher as a quarterback after 
Saturday’s performance.

But after his career-best 
175-yard rushing performance 
against Ohio State three weeks 
ago, he’s kicked it into a new gear.

McSorley’s carries are fairly 
evenly split between designed 
runs and scrambles.

Regardless, when the 6-foot, 
201 pound Virginian tucks the 
ball, he’s a hard-nosed runner.

“I tell him he needs to start 
sliding,” Sanders said with a 
laugh. “He runs like an actual 
running back. He’s gonna be 
banged up after every game. But 
Trace just has that mentality. In 
the red zone, he’s not gonna slide, 
he’s gonna run forward and try to 
knock somebody over. Anything 
to get a touchdown.”

That’s been the case with Mc-
Sorley since he assumed the 
starting job in 2016; whether it’s 
with his arm or his legs, he tends 
to find a way to get the job done.

He knows it, his team knows it, 
and opposing teams do too.

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Quarterback Trace McSorley (9) celebrates after scoring a touchdown during the game against Indiana at 

Memorial Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 20. No. 18 Penn State defeated Indiana, 33-28.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

Wide receiver KJ Hamler (1) returns the ball during the game against 

Indiana at Memorial Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 20.

Receivers continue to 
struggle with drops

By Thomas Schlarp
The Daily Collegian

BLOOMINGTON, Ind. — Juwan Johnson and Penn State receiv-
ers figuratively limped into Bloomington having developed a nasty 
reputation of dropping far too many passes and a knack for unreli-
ability.

Johnson quite literally limped out of Bloomington with an injury, 
and Penn State receivers still left the Hoosier state with their repu-
tation unchanged.

“Ball touch your hands, your supposed to catch it,” receiver KJ 
Hamler said. “There’s no excuse.”

In what were conditions that James Franklin described as the 
windiest of his coaching career, the blusters blew the drop-dilemma 
from Beaver Stadium to Indiana’s Memorial Stadium from the out-
set.

Hamler returned the opening kickoff 58 yards to set the Nittany 
Lion offense up with great opening field position, but it was the bob-
bled catch of the kick in Hamler’s own end zone that foreshadowed 
the worrisome amount of drops in the four quarters ahead.

“It’s no excuse,” Hamler said. “When the ball touches your hand, 
you’re supposed to catch it. The wind was blowing the ball a little bit 
and moving it in the air, but I’ve got to catch those. That’s on me.”

Penn State entered the game with 17 drops on the season accord-
ing to Sports Info Solutions, the fourth most in the Big Ten, and it 
added at least six more to that season-defining statistic on Saturday.

Just three plays after eclipsing the 1,000-yard career receiving 
yard mark, Johnson dropped a crucial third down pass from McSor-
ley that forced one of Blake Gillikin’s six punts.

Johnson went on to redeem himself in the second quarter with 
a 59-yard reception, but appeared to limp into the halftime locker 
room and didn’t play a single snap in the second half.

Redshirt freshman Mac Hippenhammer, an Indiana native, picked 
up where Johnson dropped off. 

A second quarter pass hit off his chest and landed right in the 
hands of Indiana defender Bryant Fitzgerald for McSorley’s lone in-
terception on the day.

“The standard is the standard,” McSorley said. “It doesn’t lower 
just because someone goes down and a new guy goes in. I just have 
to go out and execute.”

Hippenhammer would drop one more pass in the 
fourth quarter, but it was redshirt junior Brandon Polk 
who caught the biggest case of the drops in dropping at 
least three passes, the biggest of which would have been 
a 14-yard touchdown that was instead limited to a 32-yard 
field goal from Jake Pinegar.

“When we catch the ball, we’re in rhythm,” Franklin 
said. “We make plays and move the ball downfield on 
pretty much anybody. When we’re inconsistent catching 
the ball, we have a hard time getting into a rhythm and 
moving the ball consistently.”

But the Polk would-be touchdown wasn’t even the drop-
the-mic moment of the night as Hamler and the special 
teams tightly grasped the drop problem.

Hamler botched fielding two punts, one of which he 
recovered and turned into a 16-yard return, another of 
which went for nothing.

The hold on the worst drop of the night, however, had to 
go to safety and special teams veteran Nick Scott. 

Indiana was made to attempt its onside kick again af-
ter Franklin called a timeout to negate the Nittan Lions’ 
previous recovery. 

With less than a minute left in the game, trailing by 
five, Scott had the redo bounce off his hands, allowing the 
Hoosiers to recover and try one more shot at winning the 
game.

So just what can Penn State do to combat the mysteri-
ous dropping problem?

For one, McSorley spread the passing game around. 
He targeted nine different receivers on Saturday, in-

cluding highly-touted freshman Jahan Dotson on a 10-
yard reception, the first of his young career, in the fourth 
quarter.

“We’ve got some young guys that stepped up today,” 
Hamler said. “It’s always a next-man-up mentality. They 
did their part.”

McSorley also counteracted the lack of a threat in the 
passing game with his feet, as he led the Nittany Lions 
with 107 rushing yards, the third straight game in which 
he’s rushed for over 90 yards.

“[Coach Rahne] has told me that I can make a differ-
ence running the ball,” McSorley said. 

“It’s something that I can use to be a factor in the 
games, using my legs….If teams are going to give me the 
chance to run the ball, then I’m going to be able to do that 
and help our team win.”

True freshman receiver Daniel George also saw action 
on the field for just the second time this season, but as 
equally curious as the continued dropping problem has 
been the curious case of why freshman Justin Shorter 
isn’t seeing more time on the field.

The top-rated receiver in the Class of 2018 was injured 
during the summer, but has only played in one game this 
year despite the struggles from his wideout teammates.

With over half the season in the books, what appeared 
as just one or two bad games from the group of receivers 
has developed into a trend holding the Nittany Lions back 
from reaching their full potential.

With so many young wideouts on the roster and the 
next few seasons in mind, someone other than KJ Ham-
ler must emerge as a go-to safety valve for Penn State 
quarterbacks of the future.

“Experience matters, and that experience counts,” 
Franklin said about playing so many underclassmen re-
ceivers. 

“Based on how some of the other guys that came into 
the game today did, I think that they’ve shown that they 
deserve some opportunities. We’ll look at that and obvi-
ously the rotation may change a bit.”

To email reporter: rts5199@psu.edu.

Follow him on Twitter at @TSchlarp.
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