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Sewer has bubbled to the surface yet again. After nearly six months 
of researching solutions to wastewater pollution in Malletts Bay, and 

an extensive public outreach campaign, the Colchester Planning Com-
mission concluded that extending sewer service through the Inner Bay 
neighborhood is still the town’s best option.

The Planning Commission presented their findings and a draft of 
their report at a meeting on Nov. 19. The 13-page report gives context 
for the Planning Commission’s charge, an outline of their process, a 
review of each of the four identified options, and the Commission’s con-
clusion.

The three other options nixed include land conservation, community 
septic, and “do nothing.”

The town has proposed a sewer line to the public twice before—in 
March 2019, and in the late ‘90s. Both were voted down. One resident 
addressed this at the presentation, asking, “What is the plan for pre-
venting [the sewer] from being voted down again?”

This question, of whether the town is doomed to run in a circle around 
sewer, loomed over this summer’s outreach campaign and may con-
tinue to haunt the wastewater proposal into a potential vote next year.

Chair of the Planning Commission Richard Paquette addressed the 
question by noting that the purpose of this summer’s campaign was to 
give those who voted down the sewer in March an opportunity to pro-
vide a better option.

“That’s really what we were looking for, something besides the sewer; 
could we bring something to you that was better than the sewer,” he 
said. “But after all of this, we decided that sewer still came to the top. 
It’s our best bet.”

Director of Planning and Zoning Sarah Hadd also mentioned in the 
report “many misperceptions [sic] held about septic systems, enforce-
ment abilities of the Town, and wastewater permitting rules.”

The report further states that “while the town has undertaken consid-
erable and comprehensive water quality initiatives, not all community 
members are aware of these efforts.”

Following the failed vote in March, the selectboard charged the plan-
ning commission with reviewing options to address the “lack of waste-
water disposal capacity for property on inner Malletts Bay,” and to re-
port their findings to the board this fall.

Starting in May of 2019, the planning commission conducted 
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An abandoned toilet looks out 

at Malletts Bay from a lot on 

East Lakeshore Drive, one of 

the areas identified as being 
at high risk for wastewater 
pollution. »See SEWER, page 16
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Members of Colchester High 
School’s Social Justice Alliance 

(SJA) cozy up in a circle of plastic 
chairs, their backpacks, water bottles 
and crocs splayed around the room. 
Student members of the new club 

giggle and chat quietly, checking in 
about classes, mental health and mu-
tual friends. For many in the group, 
SJA is a safe space to be themselves 
and as the club gets more underway, 
they hope to expand this safe space to 
make all students feel equal and em-

Students lead social justice alliance 
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(L to R) Jennifer Martel, Kaitlyn Hayes, Marcus Louko, Ellie Sowles, Abby Blin.

»See ALLIANCE, page 14
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In the week leading up to Thanks-
giving, locals ate on the same bud-

get allotted for food stamps as part of 
Hunger Free Vermont’s tenth annual 
3SquaresVT Challenge.

Challenge participants were asked 
to eat on the average budget provid-
ed via 3SquaresVT for a full week, 
one day, or one meal. For one person, 
that amounts to approximately $36 
for the week, $5.14 for the day, and 
$1.71 for a meal.

3SquaresVT is the Vermont food 
assistance program equivalent to na-
tional program, Supplemental Nutri-
tion Assistance Program (SNAP), or 
food stamps.

According to a press release from 
Hunger Free Vt. regarding the chal-
lenge, “The purpose of the Challenge 
is not to emulate the reality of food 
insecurity for Vermonters—many of 
whom may rely on a variety of pro-
grams and resources to meet their 
families’ needs—but to instead draw 
attention to the experience of living 
on a strict food budget and how that 

may or may not change your daily 
life both physically and psychologi-
cally as a participant.”

3SquaresVT provides over 70,000 
Vermonters with monthly funds to 
use at grocery stores and farmers 
markets across the state.

To be eligible, residents must have 
a gross household income equal to 
or less than 185 percent of the fed-
eral poverty level. For a household of 
one person, if you make $1,926 per 
month or less you could be eligible 
for benefits.

According to the press release, 
3SquaresVT is “proven to reduce 
hunger, lift people out of poverty, and 
leads to positive short and long-term 
health, education, and employment 
outcomes. By committing to eat-
ing on a limited food budget for one 
week, the Challenge is an opportu-
nity to learn more about 3Squares-
VT and gain a better understanding 
of how important the program is to 
Vermonters all across our state.”

The week before Thanksgiving also 
marked National Hunger and Home-
lessness Awareness week.

Locals eat on a SNAP 
budget to raise awareness


