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Cindy Desorcie wasn’t surprised 
when she tested positive for the 

breast cancer gene (BRCA). She’d 
been expecting this since she was 
eight years old.

Cindy has a curly, purple pixie 
cut—“chemo curl,” she calls it. Un-
til cancer, her hair was straight. She 
wears jingly bracelets, and her face 
lights up when talking about her 
family; especially her mom, Judy, 

and her sister, Jennifer.
“I’ve always done things so much 

like my mom. I guess I always ex-
pected someday I would have this,” 
said Cindy. In 1981, her mom was 
diagnosed with breast cancer.

According to Cindy, you didn’t talk 
about cancer back then. “Because if 
you talked about cancer you were 
talking about death. You certainly 
didn’t talk about boobs in Franklin 
County,” she said laughing. “And you 
definitely didn’t put yourself out 

there.”
Cindy’s family runs a corner store 

in Highgate, where her dad once 
worked as a teenager. “If you go 
through Highgate and you blink, 
you’ll miss it,” she said. They’ve born 
and raised Vermonters. The farthest 
she’s moved away from her family is 
Colchester.

A lot has changed in the cancer 
world since the 80s, from testing 
to treatment. Cindy said that her 
mom watched many of her friends 
die because they didn’t take the 
radical steps of a mastectomy. Find-
ing support systems outside of her 
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(Right to left) Cindy Desorcie smiles for the camera with her mom, Judy, and 
her sister, Jennifer.

Family ties
How genetic testing fought cancer

»See CINDY, page 8
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Crows seem to flock around Carol 
MacDonald’s artist studio, perch-

ing above doorways and tugging at 
balls of yarn.

Something about their mischie-

vous nature captivated MacDonald 
when she was a young artist, and 
they’ve been flying in and out of her 
artwork ever since—despite two di-
mensional wings.

“There’s a wholeness to them,” she 
said. Dark and ominous, yet with a 
sense of humor.

The Colchester-based printmak-
er sees her work as a tool to cre-
ate “diverse conversations in these 

Art with wings
Colchester artist 

finds inspiration 
from crows
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Local printmaker Carol MacDonald weaves politics and nature into her art.»See CROWS, page 3


