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By AVALON ASHLEY

Staff Writer

Karli Chouinard likes to begin her 
day when it’s still dark outside. 

She settles into her kitchen, puts on 
an apron, and begins baking; by the 
time the sun peeks through her win-
dows, her kitchen is warm and sing-
ing with smells.

Almost a year ago, Chouinard 
started her business, Sweet Vermont 
Treats, baking cupcakes, pies, cakes, 
cobblers, donuts, cannolis and other 
confections from her home in Col-
chester. While it’s always been her 
dream to open her own bakery, one 
thing she isn’t a fan of is taste-testing 
buttercream so early in the morning.

With Valentine’s Day around the 

corner, Chouinard is in epic baking-
mode. Some specials she’s created for 
the holiday include flourless choco-
late torte, black forest cheesecake, 
conversation heart sugar cookies and 
mini cupcakes. Her plan is to bake all 
week. And of course, since it is Ver-
mont, at least one goodie will include 
maple syrup.

Chouinard opened her home bakery 

in May 2019 after her friend was diag-
nosed with stage five kidney failure. 
She and her friends decided to hold 
a benefit dinner to help raise money 

For the love of frosting
Local baker on starting a business and V-Day
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An affordable housing project with 
units for people experiencing 

homelessness is coming to the Sever-
ance Corners area.

The town is working with Cham-
plain Housing Trust (CHT) and Hous-
ing Vermont to apply for the Imple-
mentation Grant under the Vermont 
Community Development Program 
(VCDP), which would allow for CHT to 
develop the affordable units as part of 
the approved Sunderland Farms proj-
ect.

At a public hearing on Jan. 28, Amy 
Demetrowitz of CHT presented the ap-
plication proposal to the selectboard, 
which the board approved. The grant 
award is limited up to $1,000,000, 
but the application is expected to re-

ceive between an estimated $750,000 
and $800,000. No matter the award 
amount, the town voted to move for-
ward with the application.

“There is such a high demand in 
Chittenden County. This spot rose to 
the top,” Demetrowitz said of CHT’s 
choice of Colchester’s Growth Center 
as the project location. She also noted 
Colchester’s recreation opportunities, 
proximity to I-89 and public transpor-
tation, and “great schools” as reasons 
for choosing the Severance Corners 
area.

“We feel its a great location for kids 
as well,” she said, noting the inclusion 
of single and multi-family units, as 
well as a daycare center in the Sun-
derland Farms plan.

The affordable housing project will 

Affordable housing coming 
to Severance Corners
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Despite the planning commission’s 
task to rezone the East Lakeshore 

Drive Area, many homes along the 
Bay preexist current zoning, making 
actual change seem unlikely.

At their regular meeting on Feb. 4, 
the planning commission took a vir-
tual tour of the area to determine the 
scope of rezoning: how much ground 
their plan would cover, how many 
houses deep and where the boundary 
line should be. According to the Town 
Plan, the planning commission is re-
quired to examine rezoning of East 
Lakeshore Drive within two years of 
adoption, citing the preservation of 
lake views as one of the biggest con-
cerns.

The town plan states: “The presence 

of seasonal camps along East Lake-
shore Drive preserves the historic 
summer seasonal culture of Colches-
ter and contributes to the character 
of the area, with the majority of resi-
dences between the road and the Lake 
still occupied only seasonally. These 
area attributes should be sustained. 
Recent rebuilding of homes between 
the Lake and the road has inhibited 
view of the Lake.”

While Planning and Zoning Direc-
tor Sarah Hadd emphasized the ne-
cessity to reexamine the area’s zoning, 
she noted to the board that, “It’s great 
to look to the future for what this area 
could be but a lot of it is maxed out”—
meaning, there is little room to build 
new housing. The question at hand is 
rather, at what rate will the area reach 

Planning commission maps 
Bay area rezoning
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