
TownNews Colchester –What do you want to do today?
For the Week of December 8, 2025

Manager’s MessageAaron Frank, Town Manager
The Holiday Season is upon us! Your Town staff wishes all residents,businesses, and visitors a happy holiday season, with all the warmth andcheer of spending time with your family and friends. In observance of theholidays, and for an employee appreciation event, there will be adjustedhours: Colchester Town Offices (781 Blakely Road)December 11 – Closing early at 1:45 PMDecember 25 – CLOSEDDecember 26 – CLOSEDJanuary 1 – CLOSED

Burnham Memorial Library (898 Main Street)December 11 – Closing early at 1:45 PMDecember 24 – CLOSEDDecember 25 – CLOSEDDecember 31 – Closing early at 5:00 PMJanuary 1 – CLOSED
Colchester Recreation Center (80 Dick Mazza Drive)December 24 – Closing early at 12:30 PMDecember 25 – CLOSEDDecember 31 – Closing early at 12:30 PMJanuary 1 - CLOSED

Emergency services, winter snow and ice removal, and other emergency work will be provided asusual.

A Message from VTrans: Exit 16 Construction Update
TRAFFIC IMPACT AND DURATION: From Monday,December 8, through Friday, December 12, between 6AM and 3 PM, U.S. Route 2/7 (U.S. 2/7) will have laneclosures at the Interstate 89 (I-89) Exit 16 southboundoff-ramp and northbound on-and-off ramps, andpotential lane width reductions along the ramps for drainage work. In addition, U.S. 2/7 betweenHercules Drive and Rathe Road will have lane closures for stormwater pond work and blasting.Intermittent blasting events will also require U.S. 2/7 between the Park & Ride and Rathe Road, andall intersecting sideroads to be shut down for approximately 10 minutes. To learn more abouttraffic impacts associated with blasting activities, click here.

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fjyjzut5ab.cc.rs6.net%2ftn.jsp%3ff%3d001wmtCUuuOWaWqBC8HLQ4r5RYTqkuWL72HRc6pX6MXxSUl6xq66Wf94j5RdjYWZfmoCh426n83ympfZDNafmn1dkV0EISfzAIOQavT7baYVA2wLgkHq5P9Tn4fm2SWc1oqWy0jxcUKihjQOdapF7YTsLzsg9ti-sAfoo5dc1WmUmGqFD1hxMg8ppLw2RkPar2WzbZGYsa4sbqkO2fdqyZN5Fot04k_cIVRs5HJ5Z2BDztAd3th1_NjrTswFtJF_U8EHgKiuOexYJ5_c_O9-B4Ov0joupye8n6MJ4tXNuTJvCU4pMXbPdXRzxBYnZbBt5iuamwl_hxXXAqaIHQlC4aoq4DePDBtukzJAm4L_RbDMlWHvGe_EKiihTHQzZOJYPR1fSG2mBIa1GLQw8lJAqbOmnG7iLFEZs7QXwBQSRc5q1EZ7M671CDiWEbua3J1hUXuTfr7acbRU-HtBfqt5-o3d1L0Bl5DpMxR_QkwrCdPd_ykxRaACMGF3H2DBox-X2nCzyJiM7P09NDK9kOQy5_SA22BWSwxp5f9UM7UX-ecgtqBktvAh8ChaRvW1s2iPYGcUSwCzTaHdfuqZAB6kgeWANaKsWVv8vgkjsqk6-QahX4KTAgmoQpuBgDRqNOJiG8Ra8s8CalrMjyN8UPPHVekuUadHpQKFau3SPTfykoH0esFZR685Qnvmkhk8OLAP6b9groHIkrJtFbTHlinAMn4w13LO9RWFs-5tNdIb-uQOFtU-Qml4ppLh6hQUw1xzsCGpfEoVQOaTA3e5wkvHVNYJ3wa0J05fdBJ_a85klItHsoqAqWrpVP7Yam1UOsE2L_3PHCZbwPrGdvYLiUNQy5jLDtL_M2nsbLiuup9GpF45rH3_8ptGn1ORfRjqRLR7KNNkn3y4BbSoQOeiHA3jGRP8jKAq8I0jZCsWqolP0iAOwA2IwU69F5TEdi6CzLw6Aeu0z9vm-xoJNgxbdxskGa9rhVx8kP2y4AXvdVJRVln5aDk4UZVVauJeGt_W9ndGbUhDy0kP7Ir_SIeUg4bOgqfk25dyImK0HcCt6TRrCiiChWfAgRWB_xwczn5ApWvU8EywzDVEOV94QTcNPXGy7Xg50ggndakKKijW1vEIkNF5YrH3jdk3Q10MEn54ztZCWAOt7yyPeZisbyoQd8SX0WzcfQ4FPzLis3n02LOK4RktB9PA68ln9pmpmhx1fbCpd2CmHPjT_O9rEXjFIkMkgwMFlV1bgZsjG7oqQkkiMZRTBx1MntclXWfvmyWuY0X150LLI4wb0KvozRAf8zPYm3mq4qA3cLl-T4wUwvTNuhDbMgQKuqRPQSxCQ%3d%3d%26c%3dGLsbx6VidYj31-_v2JbnoLw_4jLchhMdAJ2--6f5v2ZPbkZ61Z-0mw%3d%3d%26ch%3dnwou50QyOBzmoNa89pv-Y1a80LSUgE3EMlQHzHLNJ6W-kJXTWsDtYA%3d%3d&c=E,1,GOzfSEblUKwVib_GgnOopyH2rmfdo4cmqIpmrWIh2hkq7s20U_o4Bh0KCr-sOAX_yRC-0QhDRyUNH-Wr1nkFfht5d0nfHjcWS8fDfrgeAg,,&typo=1
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Visit the project website for more information:https://www.exit16ddi.vtransprojects.vermont.gov/stay-informed/weekly-construction-update-friday-september-19-2025/
Questions and concerns about the project can be directed to VTrans by calling the project hotline at(802)595-4399 or emailing info@exit16ddi.vtransprojects.vermont.gov

Information from the Colchester Historical Society
Annual Holiday Concert: You are cordially invited to the ColchesterHistorical Society's Annual Holiday Concert featuring the beautifulmusical styling of the Colchester High School Chamber Singers andChorale. The event, held at Colchester's oldest church, and is co-sponsored by the United Church of Colchester on our town'shistoric Village Green, will begin at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, December 9 at900 Main Street. Parking is available at the church, the library, and alimited number of spaces at the Historical Society building. Overflowparking is available at Our Lady of Grace Church, just down the street. Members and special guestsare welcome to bring savory, prepared dishes to share for the fellowship afterwards. Please arriveby 6:30 p.m.
Who Doesn't Need New Reusable Bags?Also, please know that Shaw's has once again selected the Colchester Historical Society to be therecipient of money raised through Shaw’s GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Reusable Bag Programpartnership. Throughout December, when you purchase a reusable GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTSReusable Bag for $3.00 at the Shaw’s located here in Colchester, $1 will bedonated to the Colchester Historical Society. Who doesn't need a refresh ofreusable shopping bags? To make the most of this opportunity, we encourageyou to share this news with your friends and family. Make sure everyone knowsto look for GIVE BACK WHERE IT COUNTS Reusable Bags on display racks atShaw's this month. And, be sure to ask your check-out cashier about them.
Gifts for the History EnthusiastAs you seek out holiday gifts for the history enthusiast on your holidayshopping list, our new jigsaw puzzles have been restocked and are nowavailable at the Burnham Memorial Library and at the Colchester TownClerk's Office. Dick Mazza's Store and Claussen's also carry them. Just$20 per puzzle will help with maintenance expenses at Colchester'sHistoric Log School at Airport Park. And, your friends and family willenjoy the time putting together the puzzle this holiday season. Alsoavailable are three history books about Colchester and two vintage postcards featuring Nourse'sCorner. These items are available for purchase at the Burnham Memorial Library and at the TownClerk's Office.
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Department Updates
Parks & Recreation 2026 Winter Brochure
Resident registration for winter 2026 programming and activities goes live on Monday, December 8at 8:00 AM. Non-resident registration will begin at midnight on December 22.

Visit https://colchestervt.gov/333/Parks-Recreation for more information.

https://colchestervt.gov/333/Parks-Recreation
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Upcoming Town Meetings & Agendas

Selectboard Meeting: Tuesday, December 16, 6:30 p.m. at the Colchester Town Offices, 3rd FloorOuter Bay Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road.Residents are welcome to attend the meeting. Alternatively, send a note, up to 1,000 words, toTownManager@colchestervt.gov with “Citizens to be Heard” in the Subject and your name. As within-person Citizens to be Heard, we ask that you SHARE YOUR ADDRESS. The email will be sharedwith the entire Selectboard prior to the meeting and included in the information packet at the nextmeeting.
· Watch the Meeting Online via Live Stream: http://lcatv.org/live-stream-2
· Agenda: www.bit.ly/Colchester-SB-Agendas

Planning Commission: Tuesday, January 6, 7:00 p.m. at the Colchester Town Offices, 3rd Floor OuterBay Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road. Agenda: https://clerkshq.com/Colchester-vt?docid=PLANAGENDA
Recreation Advisory Board: Wednesday, December 10, 7:00 a.m. at the Colchester RecreationCenter, 80 Dick Mazza Drive. Agenda: https://clerkshq.com/Colchester-vt?docId=RecAdv&path=BOARDS%2CRecAdv%2C
Development Review Board: Wednesday, December 10, 7:00 p.m. at the Colchester Town Offices,3rd Floor Outer Bay Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road.Residents are welcome to attend the meeting or public comments can be submitted prior to thehearing by email to zmaia@colchestervt.gov or by mail to Town of Colchester, c/o DevelopmentReview Board, 781 Blakely Road, Colchester, VT 05446. Agenda: https://clerkshq.com/Colchester-vt?docid=DRBAGENDA&path=DRB%2CDRB_Agendas%2CDRBAGENDA%2C
Library Board of Trustees: Thursday, December 18, 4:00 p.m. in the Burnham Room of the BurnhamMemorial Library. Agenda: https://clerkshq.com/Colchester-vt?docId=LibBoard&path=BOARDS%2CLibBoard%2C
Colchester Conservation Commission: Monday, January 19, 6:00 p.m. at the Colchester TownOffices, 2nd floor Champlain Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road.https://clerkshq.com/Content/Colchester-vt/Boards/ConservCommssn.htm#_CPA1
Subscribe to the Town Newsletter: https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/jkMAO2v
For more information or to comment, call 802-264-5509 or email townmanager@colchestervt.gov
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