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For the Week of November 2, 2026
Vermont General Election Information
The Vermont General Election is Tuesday, November 3, 2026.Here’s what you need to know:

· In-person voting will take place from 7:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.at Colchester High School (781 Blakely Road).
· Absentee ballots can be deposited in the green drop-boxlocated between Town Hall and the Police Station until4:30 p.m. on Monday, November 2. Absentee ballots canalso be brought to the High School on election day anddeposited in the drop box at the Help Desk.

o Please ensure that your voted ballot is in the Certificate Envelope and has thesignature section completed.
· The Town Clerk’s Office will close at noon on Monday, November 2 and reopen at 8:00 a.m.on Wednesday, November 4.

To view sample ballots and other information, visit: https://colchestervt.gov/325/Elections-and-Voter-Information

Information from the Colchester Historical Society
Monday, November 9, 7 pmThe Parsonage, 828 Main Streeton Colchester's Historic Village Green
"From Grievances to Constitutional Law: How the FoundersCreated Our Republic" – a 250th birthday event presented byJack Penca
Our Founding Fathers had 27 grievances with Great Britainwhich led us into a war for Independence. To ensure that thenewly created country did not perpetuate the same abuses of power that brought about theRevolutionary War, our Constitution and Bill of Rights were created. Those documents are stillrelevant in our current interesting times and prove that "what is past is prologue." Come withquestions and see how early compromises still have the power to keep our leaders and our civicdiscourse democratic and accountable. All are welcome to attend. Free parking, admission andrefreshments. Please use the back porch entrance to the building.
The mission of the Colchester Historical Society is to collect, preserve, and share information aboutour town's wonderful local history. Visit https://colchestervt.gov/422/Colchester-Historical-Society.

https://colchestervt.gov/325/Elections-and-Voter-Information
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https://colchestervt.gov/422/Colchester-Historical-Society.
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Changes to Green Mountain Transit Routes Affecting Colchester
Green Mountain Transit (GMT), made the decision to close “underutilized stops in Colchester” dueto “low ridership and travel time considerations” following public hearings as noted here:https://www.ridegmt.com/206/Public-Meetings
Effective August 24, 2026, GMT made changes to:

· Eliminate several Colchester bus stops on the #96 Franklin County Commuter Route, alongRoute 7 including those at Creek Farm Plaza, Severance Corners, and Water Tower Hillwhere there were about 4.5 round trip riders per day.
· Expand the Winooski Route (Serving Burlington and Winooski) to the Shaw’s location at 66Mountain View Dr., near Water Tower Hill.

The Town of Colchester funds GMT via municipal services property taxes, on the same basis as a“member community,” in fact paying more than some GMT members, and signed a ten-yearfunding agreement with GMT in May 2026.
The Town of Colchester provides funding for three different public transportation services:1) Fixed Route Public Transit; 2) Americans with Disabilities Act Public Transit (ADA); and 3) OlderAdults and Persons with Disabilities Public Transit. The State of Vermont provides Medicaidtransportation.
Fixed Route and ADA Public Transit services are provided through Green Mountain Transit which inturn contracts with Special Services Transportation Agency (SSTA) to provide the ADA services. TheOlder Adults and Persons with Disabilities Public Transit is provided through Rural CommunityTransit which also contracts with SSTA to provide the services. Medicaid transportation is facilitatedby the State and provided through SSTA.
Details on the public transportation are available here:https://clerkshq.com/Content/Attachments/Colchester-vt/260512_06b.pdf?clientSite=Colchester-vt
The Town spent months advocating to GMT, the State of Vermont, and the Vermont Legislature tomaintain transit services to persons in the Older Adults and Persons with Disabilities Public Transitprogram. Unfortunately, we were not successful in those efforts and despite the Town’s willingnessto provide local match to the services, trip purposes and the number of rides were cut significantlyand trips to work are no longer allowed as noted here:www.clerkshq.com/Content/Attachments/Colchester-vt/info260210_c1.pdf?clientSite=Colchester-vt
To learn more about public transit in the area, visit: https://www.ridegmt.com/ orhttps://www.sstarides.org/

https://www.ridegmt.com/206/Public-Meetings
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A Message from Champlain Water District – Notice of Service Line Material Study in ColchesterWater System
In response to new federal regulations(2024 Revised Lead and Copper Rule),which require water systems toidentify all “unknown” service line pipe materials, CWD is working with MSK Engineers to identifyunknown service line materials in the CWD-owned Colchester Water System. An initial pilot study isusing water quality sampling to determine the service line material at 40 homes in ColchesterWater System.
Following this initial pilot study, the project will be expanded to more homes. Program participationis free and will help verify that your drinking water is lead-free. If you have been contacted toparticipate please visit our website at www.champlainwater.gov for more information.

Department Updates
Department of Parks & Recreation– November Wellness Newsletter & Fitness Schedule

http://www.champlainwater.gov
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To view November’s fitness schedule and a description of the classes offered at the RecreationCenter, visit: https://colchestervt.gov/3341/Fitness-Schedule
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Upcoming Events and Initiatives at the Recreation Center!
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Upcoming Town Meetings & Agendas
Selectboard Meeting: Tuesday, November 10, 6:30 p.m. at the Colchester Town Offices, 3rd FloorOuter Bay Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road.Residents are welcome to attend the meeting. Alternatively, send a note, up to 1,000 words, toTownManager@colchestervt.gov with “Citizens to be Heard” in the Subject and your name. As within-person Citizens to be Heard, we ask that you SHARE YOUR ADDRESS. The email will be sharedwith the entire Selectboard prior to the meeting and included in the information packet at the nextmeeting.

· Watch the Meeting Online via Live Stream: http://lcatv.org/live-stream-2
· Agenda: https://records.colchestervt.gov/Colchester-vt?docId=AGENDA&path=Colch_CityCouncil%2CColchester_BOS_Agendas%2CAGENDA%2C

Recreation Advisory Board: Thursday, November 5, 7:00 a.m. at the Colchester Recreation Center,80 Dick Mazza Drive. Agenda: https://records.colchestervt.gov/Colchester-vt?docId=RecAdv_1&path=BOARDS%2CRecAdv%2CRecAdv_1%2C
Planning Commission: Tuesday, November 17, 7:00 p.m. at the Colchester Town Offices, 3rd FloorOuter Bay Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road. Agenda:https://records.colchestervt.gov/Colchester-vt?docId=PLANAGENDA&path=PLAN%2CPLAN_Agendas%2CPLANAGENDA%2C
Development Review Board:Wednesday, November 18, 7:00 p.m. at the Colchester Town Offices,3rd Floor Outer Bay Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road.Residents are welcome to attend the meeting or public comments can be submitted prior to thehearing by email to pzinfo@colchestervt.gov or by mail to Town of Colchester, c/o DevelopmentReview Board, 781 Blakely Road, Colchester, VT 05446. Agenda:https://records.colchestervt.gov/Colchester-vt?docId=DRBAGENDA&path=DRB%2CDRB_Agendas%2CDRBAGENDA%2C
Library Board of Trustees: Thursday, November 19, 4:00 p.m. at the Library Meeting House*.Agenda: https://records.colchestervt.gov/Colchester-vt?docId=LibBoard&path=BOARDS%2CLibBoard%2C*Updated Location (830 Main Street)
Colchester Conservation Commission:Monday, November 16, 5:30 p.m. at the Colchester TownOffices, 2nd floor Champlain Conference Room, 781 Blakely Road. Agenda:https://records.colchestervt.gov/Colchester-vt?docId=ConservCommssn&path=BOARDS%2CConservCommssn%2C
Subscribe to the Town Newsletter:https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/su/zBiFIto/ColchesterTownNewsletter
For more information or to comment, call 802-264-5509 or email townmanager@colchestervt.gov


