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The Beach Reopening

The Beach will open in stages as areas are cleaned and deemed safe for public use on or
before October 9, 2026.

Oceans Calling Box Office

Ocean City Inlet Beach between 1st St and 2nd St, across from the Plim Plaza Hotel.

Box Office Hours: 

Thursday, September 24: 1 PM - 7 PM

Friday, September 25:  10 AM - 9 PM

Saturday, September 26:  11 AM - 9 PM

Sunday, September 27:  11 AM - 9 PM

September 14, 2026

The Inlet Parking Lot will
be closed to the public
beginning Wednesday,
September 15, through
Friday, October 9, 2026.

 **There are some evening
hours during the October

Cruisin’ event**

September 24, 2026

The Boardwalk from N.
Division Street South is

anticipated to be closed
to the public around

10:30 p.m.

September 15, 2026

The municipal parking at
N. Division Street will be

closed to the public. This
will serve as an active

“construction” crossing
point until Saturday,

October 11th. 

The Beach at N. Division
Street/Caroline Street

and east of the Inlet
Parking Lot will be closed

to the public. 

September 25-27, 2026 September 28, 2026
The Boardwalk will be
reopened to the public

by 6 a.m. 

September 17, 2026

The festival hours are
from 12 p.m. - 11 p.m.

daily. 

All of the beach areas
south of N. Division

Street will be closed to
the public.

 Note: Fencing along the
Boardwalk will go up

with a gate during the
time leading up to the
event. The gates will

remain open until
Thursday’s closure. 

EVENT TIMELINE
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WHERE IS THE FESTIVAL?
The Oceans Calling Festival will be held on the beach near the Ocean City
Inlet, located at 809 South Atlantic Ave, Ocean City, MD 21842. The festival
grounds will include the south end of the Boardwalk (Atlantic Ave) and
Boardwalk businesses. Therefore, they will not be open to the general public
during the festival weekend. 

Entrance locations will be at each of the following streets:

North Beach (between 1  Street and N. Division Street on the beach).st

N. Division Street
Caroline Street *for Ultimate, Bungalows, Platinum, and VIP guests only
Talbot Street
Somerset Street
Wicomico Street
Worcester Street
S. Division Street

*Map subject to change. 
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Getting to the Festival & Parking
Festival Goers

Parking: West OC Park & Ride,
Convention Center, or 100th St.
Municipal Lot.

Transit: Beach Bus ($4 all day, 6 a.m.–2
a.m., express service) or West OC
Shuttle from the Park & Ride.
Bus fare is free for kids under 42” 

Walking/Biking/Scooting: We
encourage walking, biking, or riding
your scooter! You'll find bike racks at 2
& 3  Street (be sure to bring a lock). If
you're walking from 27th St., it takes
about 40 minutes to reach the entrance.
Note: Class 2 & 3 e-bikes are not
allowed on the Boardwalk. 

nd

rd

Residents & Businesses

Parking Restrictions: No street parking
on ocean blocks south of N. Division St.,
Sept 22-Oct 6. Vehicles in violation will
be towed to the Ocean City Police
Department. The ocean block of N.
Division St. will remain closed until Oct.
9. 

Access: Deliveries and employees are
allowed through secure checkpoints.
Private lots remain accessible.

Accessibility

ADA Parking: Available at all municipal
lots.

Drop-off/Pick-up: 101 Worcester St. 

Transit: All municipal buses are ADA
accessible.

Quick Facts

After 8 p.m., vehicles can’t access areas
south of N. Division St.

Rideshares pick up and drop-off at the 4th
Street Municipal Lot
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Traffic & Road Closures
All Traffic Patterns and Closures are scheduled to occur at 8 p.m. each of the festival days

TRAFFIC & ROAD CHANGES

St. Louis Ave (southbound): Restricted to emergency vehicles, residents, and
employees of downtown businesses.

Southbound traffic on St. Louis Ave will be directed to 2nd Street → Philadelphia
Ave.

US Rt. 50 → Philadelphia Ave (south turn lane): Restricted to emergency, mass
transit, and residents only.

Traffic will be diverted onto N. Division St. → northbound Baltimore Ave.

Baltimore Ave:
Left lane – open to vehicles
Middle lane – buses only
Right lane – safety access only

Inlet Lot: Closed from September 15, 2025 
through October 9, 2025.

👉  Tip: Expect delays when leaving the festival. Enjoy the Boardwalk or support local
downtown businesses while traffic clears.

Parking Restrictions

Starting Tuesday, Sept. 22, 2026: No Parking on the ocean blocks of Caroline, Talbot,
Wicomico, and S. Division Streets.

Vehicles parked here will be towed to OCPD (6501 Coastal Hwy).

Private driveways and private lots remain accessible for residents and
employees.

Municipal Parking Closures

N. Division Street Lot closed to the public from Sept. 14 – Oct. 9, 2026 (festival
loading zone).
Whiteside Lot will be closed to the public from Sept. 14 to Oct. 9, 2026.
Worcester Street Lot will be closed to the public from Sept. 14- Oct. 14, 2026.
4  Street Municipal Lot will be the Rideshare drop-off/pick-up only for the festival
weekend. 

th
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Keep the music playing, the good vibes flowing, and the skies drone-free

Temporary Drone Flight Restriction in Effect

For the safety of festivalgoers, residents, businesses, and the community, a Temporary
Flight Restriction (TFR) for drones will be in effect during the 2026 Oceans Calling Festival.

When:

September 25–27, 2026
11 a.m. to midnight each day

Where:

The restriction covers a one-nautical-mile radius around the intersection of Baltimore
Avenue and Somerset Street in downtown Ocean City.

In simple terms, no drones may be flown within a one-nautical-mile circle around this
location during the restricted hours. The restriction extends from the ground up to 400
feet above ground level.

The restriction is being established under federal law to protect large public gatherings
and help prevent unsafe or unlawful drone activity during the festival.

The Temporary Flight Restriction is being implemented at the request of the Ocean City
Police Department through the Maryland State Police. Local and federal law enforcement
partners will strictly enforce the restriction.

No Drone zone
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OUR TOP FAQ’S
Can I access the Boardwalk if I am not attending the festival?

The Boardwalk (Atlantic Ave) from 27th Street to North Division Street will be open to the public.
The south end of the Boardwalk, as well as the Boardwalk businesses in that area, will be included
in the festival grounds. Therefore, the Boardwalk south of North Division Street will not be open to
the general public during the festival weekend.

Will there be traffic?

We anticipate a steady flow of vehicle and pedestrian traffic throughout the day. The majority of
the traffic congestion is anticipated after the festival. We will establish an alternate traffic pattern
to accommodate additional pedestrian walkways and the staging of multiple Beach Buses along
Baltimore Avenue for those wishing to take the bus back. To avoid the congestion, take a stroll
along the Ocean City Boardwalk or visit a downtown business outside of the festival footprint.

Where can I park?

Parking in the downtown area will be extremely limited during the festival weekend. Public
transportation, walking/biking, and ride sharing are encouraged.

Will there be handicapped parking?

101 Worcester Street (Worcester Street Municipal Lot) has been designated as a drop-off and
pick-up for any disabled individual(s). All open and/or available municipal parking lots have ADA
parking spaces. Additionally, our Beach Buses are ADA-compliant.

If I live and/or work Downtown, how do I get to my job or residence after the
traffic pattern starts?

If you work or reside within the festival grounds area and need to get downtown after 8:00 p.m.,
please head to St. Louis Ave at 2nd Street. Ocean City Police personnel will be present at this
intersection to direct traffic. Mass transit, emergency vehicles, downtown residents, and business
patrons will be allowed to travel south of this location. Everyone else traveling southbound will be
rerouted toward Philadelphia Ave from St. Louis Ave and 2nd Street.

 

YOU’VE ASKED 
& WE’VE LISTENED!
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BUSINESSES FAQ
Can I still receive deliveries during the festival?

Yes, you can still receive deliveries. We suggest that you contact your scheduled
delivery companies to inform them that additional time will be required to access the
festival area.

How do my employees get to work if our business is on the festival
grounds?

If your business is within the festival grounds, please remind employees to factor in
additional time to get to work. Employees will not be able to access your business
through backdoors. To ensure the safety of employees and participants, everyone
must pass through a secure checkpoint. Credentialed employees should use the
closest entrance to your business to minimize having to fight through the festival
crowd.

Where do my employees park?

Employees will be able to utilize your designated/private parking lots. If employees
typically park within the ocean block (10 blocks), they will need to find the next
available parking area. Street parking within the ocean block (10 blocks) from N.
Division South will be prohibited.

How will patrons and employees get to my establishment if we are not
included in the festival grounds?

Boardwalk businesses operating outside of the festival footprint may continue to operate as
usual. Parking downtown will be limited throughout the weekend, so employees should plan
accordingly.

Will the traffic patterns affect my commute to work?

The traffic pattern will take effect at 8 p.m. and remain in place until the conclusion of the
festival. We do anticipate a steady flow of vehicle and pedestrian traffic throughout the day.
We suggest leaving early, having a parking plan, and staying alert for vehicles, pedestrians,
and bicyclists traveling the roadways in the Town of Ocean City.
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PUBLIC SAFETY FAQ
Is it safe to visit Ocean City during such a large event?

Ocean City is a great destination for families, and it’s safe to visit Ocean City and the Boardwalk.
The Town of Ocean City has been diligently planning for the Oceans Calling Festival to ensure the
event is safe and enjoyable for the participants, businesses, and residents. Residents and Visitors
can expect the same level of enforcement and presence of law enforcement personnel they are
accustomed to.

Will there be enough police officers to handle the event?

The Ocean City Police Department is fully committed to ensuring the safety and security of the
Oceans Calling Festival. We are prepared to assist with the festival , and several seasonal
personnel are still employed with our agency. A security company will be stationed within the
venue, allowing our officers to remain available for emergency calls. We will also have a full
complement of law enforcement personnel in the downtown area to assist with traffic congestion
and pedestrian crossings.

Will there be issues with traffic back-ups?

Traffic congestion is expected to be minimal throughout the day. The festival takes place from 12
p.m. to 11 p.m. each day. We anticipate that festivalgoers will arrive throughout the day. The
majority of the traffic congestion is anticipated after the festival. We will establish an alternate
traffic pattern to accommodate additional pedestrian walkways and the staging of multiple Beach
Buses along Baltimore Avenue for those wishing to take the bus back.

To avoid the congestion, take a stroll along the Ocean City Boardwalk or visit a downtown business
outside of the festival footprint.

Are there safety measures in place at the festival?

Safety is our first priority. The Town of Ocean City has worked closely with event organizers to ensure the
safest possible experience for residents and visitors. For everyone's safety, all attendees are subject to a
thorough security search before entry. While inside the festival, remember: You’re the eyes and ears of the
festival. If you see something suspicious, say something.

Am I allowed to fly my drone at the festival?

No. A Temporary Flight Restriction (TFR) will be in effect during the 2026 Oceans Calling Festival.
You may not fly drones within the restricted area from September 25–27, 2026, between 11 a.m.
and midnight each day. The restriction covers a 1-nautical-mile radius around Baltimore Avenue
and Somerset Street in downtown Ocean City and extends from the ground up to 400 feet above
ground level. Always check the FAA NOTAM for the official TFR boundaries, dates, and times.

The restriction protects festivalgoers and the community and prevents unsafe or unlawful drone
activity. Local and federal law enforcement partners will strictly enforce the restriction. 
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TRANSPORTATION FAQ
Will the Beach Bus be running its normal schedule?

No. The Beach Bus will operate in a reduced-stop, express service during the festival weekend.

Southbound: 144  St (North Transit Station), 142 , 139 , 137 , 131 , 130 , 126 , 123 , 121 ,
118 , 115 , 107 , 100  / Old Landing Rd, 99 , 94 , 85 , 82 , 78 , 71 , 67 , 65 , 61 , 56 , 49 ,
45 , 43 , 41 , 37 , 32 , 30 , 27 , 26 , 21 , 17 , 14 , 8 , and 3 .

th nd th th st th th rd st

th th th th th th th nd th st th th st th th

th rd st th nd th th th st th th th rd.

Northbound: Talbot (i.e. festival entrance), 8 , 13 , 18 , 21 , 23  26 , 33 , 39 , 46 , 48 ,
54 , 59 , 67 , 74 , 80 , 86 , 92 , 100  / Old Landing Rd, 107 , 115 , 123 , 130 , 135 , 139 ,
144 (North Transit Station).

th th th st rd, th rd th th th

th th th th th th nd th th th rd th th th

th

Some stops will be inactive and covered. Please walk to the nearest active stop.

👉 Altogether, that makes 61 active stops on the Oceans Calling express Beach Bus route

Leaving the festival: Catch the northbound Beach Bus on Baltimore Ave. between Wicomico St.
and Talbot St.

How much does it cost to ride the Beach Bus?

Standard Fare: $4 Ride-All-Day

Half Fare ($2): Seniors (65+), Disabled Persons,  and Medicare card holders.

Free: Children under 42", ADA Certified Disabled card holders, and OC Resident Senior Bus
Pass holders

👉 Exact cash or a prepaid photo ID General Bus Pass (from City Hall) is required. Proof of
eligibility may be requested.

What about the West Ocean City Park & Ride shuttle?

Operated by an outside provider.

Tickets are sold at OC Transportation ticket booths (Bus Terminal buildings).

Tickets must be presented when boarding.

Festival pick-up location (after concerts): South Terminal Bus Station (South Division St.).
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TRANSPORTATION FAQ
Where can I be dropped off if I use a rideshare or taxi?

Official location: 409 Baltimore Ave. (4th St. Municipal Lot)

Walking distance: ~5–10 minutes to the festival grounds.

Expect high demand after concerts. Consider leaving a little early or enjoying the
boardwalk while the rush clears.

 

Are there other transit options?

OC Bay Hopper Water Taxi: Hop-on at 118th St. Kiosk, Ocean Pines Yacht Club, OC
Convention Center, and West Ocean City. Tickets online.

Hotel Shuttles: Some hotels may offer courtesy shuttles (drop-off at Somerset St.,
two blocks from the venue). Check with your hotel.

 

Can I walk, bike, or ride my scooter to the festival?

Yes,  it is highly encouraged. 

Walking times (to Main Entrance):
40th St: ~55 min
30th St: ~45 min
20th St: ~30 min
10th St: ~15 min

From West OC Park & Ride: ~20 min walk / 8 min bike

Bike/Scooter parking: Available off the boardwalk between 2nd & 3rd St. Don’t
forget to bring your own lock.

Rentals: Bike World, Dandy Don’s, Big Jim’s Bikes, Cycle City
 

Is transportation ADA-accessible?

Yes. Full ADA parking and entry information is available in the ADA Getting Here Guide.
 

✅ Festival Tip: Plan ahead! Whether you bus, bike, walk, or take a rideshare, give
yourself extra travel time, especially when concerts end.
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BOARDWALK FAQ
 Will the Boardwalk be open to non-festival goers?

Yes. The Boardwalk (Atlantic Ave.) from 27th Street to North Division Street will remain open to the
public during the festival weekend.

South of North Division Street: Within the festival footprint, the businesses and Boardwalk will be
open only to festivalgoers during festival hours. 

Can I use my festival wristband at Boardwalk businesses?

No. Boardwalk businesses operate independently and accept their own forms of payment. Festival
wristbands are only valid for purchases made at festival vendors.

Can I ride my bicycle on the Boardwalk?

Yes! Bicycles are allowed at all times on the Boardwalk. Riding is a great way to avoid traffic.

Bike parking: Between 1st & 2nd Streets on the beach (bring your own lock).

Note: Class 2 & 3 e-bikes are not permitted on the Boardwalk.

Bicycles are not allowed inside the festival grounds.

Are dogs allowed on the Boardwalk?

Not yet. Dogs are not permitted on the Boardwalk or beach until after October 1. Service animals are
always welcome.

Can I have alcohol on the Boardwalk?

No. Open containers and alcohol consumption are prohibited by town ordinance outside festival
grounds.

Alcohol may be purchased and consumed within the festival grounds only (some restrictions apply).

Please drink responsibly and plan a safe ride home.

Can we stay on the beach after the festival ends?

Festival grounds (including businesses within them) will close at 11:30 p.m. each night.

The beach itself closes at midnight for cleaning.

Sleeping on the beach is prohibited.

If you’re not ready to head home, enjoy the Boardwalk and nearby businesses outside the festival
footprint.

✅ Festival Tip: The Boardwalk is for everyone. Let’s keep it clean, safe, and welcoming all weekend long!
15



What items are allowed inside the festival?

All guests and belongings are subject to search.

Help speed up entry by leaving large bags at home.

A full list of allowed and prohibited items is available here: Oceans Calling Festival
Allowed/Prohibited Items.

Are lockers available for rent?

Yes! Lockers are available and can be reserved in advance of the festival. Click here to reserve
yours.

Can I leave and re-enter on the same day?

Yes. Festivalgoers may leave and re-enter freely until 7 PM each day.

Each re-entry requires scanning your wristband and passing through security.

What if my wristband is lost, damaged, or too tight?

Replacement is available, but it is subject to verification.

Please bring your wristband (if applicable), your order confirmation, and a valid government-
issued ID to the Box Office.

A $20 replacement fee will apply.

FESTIVAL GOERS FAQ
What is the bag policy at Oceans Calling?

ALL bags will be searched before entry.

Small clutch purses and fanny packs that are 6" x 9"
or smaller do not need to be clear, but can have no
more than one pocket.

All other bags larger than 6" x 9" must be smaller
than 12" x 6" x 12" and clear.

Hydration packs are allowed and do not need to be
clear, but must be emptied of all liquid and have no
more than two pockets in addition to the one holding
the water reservoir.

*SUBJECT TO CHANGE
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RESOURCES
Oceans Calling Website

Festival Map

Getting There Map 

Beach Bus Express Service Mode Map

Allowed/prohibited items

SOCIAL MEDIA
Stay tuned and keep the Oceans Calling vibes alive! Follow us
for important updates!

Ocean City Police Department Facebook 

Town of Ocean City Facebook 

Ocean’s Calling Facebook
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qUESTIONS or Concerns? 
Public safety is a shared responsibility. If you have questions or concerns about
public safety, traffic, or information contained in this toolkit, please contact :

OCPD Deputy Communications Manager Ashley Miller at 
443-235-4420 or amiller@oceancitymd.gov

https://support.oceanscallingfestival.com/hc/en-us/articles/9503497176084-How-do-I-get-to-the-festival
https://support.oceanscallingfestival.com/hc/article_attachments/53474858508948
https://support.oceanscallingfestival.com/hc/article_attachments/40876465438100
https://support.oceanscallingfestival.com/hc/article_attachments/40876465438100
https://support.oceanscallingfestival.com/hc/en-us/articles/9503497176084-How-do-I-get-to-the-festival
https://support.oceanscallingfestival.com/hc/en-us/articles/4657533078804-What-items-are-allowed-prohibited-at-Oceans-Calling
https://www.facebook.com/ocpdmdinfo/
https://www.facebook.com/ocpdmdinfo/
https://www.facebook.com/TownOfOceanCity
https://www.facebook.com/TownOfOceanCity
https://www.facebook.com/OceansCallingMD
mailto:amiller@oceancitymd.gov
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