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for the holidays

In this issue…
By Darin J. McCann
Editor

e holidays — particularly at this time
of year — can mean a lot of different things
to a lot of different people. Or they can
mean a lot of things to just one person. Or,
they can mean one thing to...

But I digress.
For the sake of what we’re trying to

achieve with this publication, during this
unique time, is to celebrate the fact that
holidays can bring us together. We cele-
brate with family, or friends or people we
just meet and forge life-long relations with,

all in the name of the holiday season.
We unite behind religious or cultural

commonalities, embrace traditions that
have been handed down from generation
to generation or, sometimes, create new
traditions that the future generations can
embrace as their own.

Yes, it is the most magical time of the
year, but not because of gluttonous plates of
food, stacks of shiny toys under a tree or
new outfits that are sure to turn heads. It’s
magical because we can put aside all the
rancor and division we’ve shown each other
all year and just focus on celebrating and re-
uniting. Happy Holidays to all of you..
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B y K e r i n M a g i l l
S t a f f R e p o r t e r

Screens, screens, everywhere screens.
If Christmas morning increasingly

brings the opening of boxes bearing the
names of top technology companies and
video game manufacturers, local toy store
owners may have what it takes to reset your
family’s holiday passwords to more “ana-
log” toys and games. No batteries or charg-
ers required.

Unlike the big-box stores or online pur-
veyors, local toy shops are decidedly low-
tech in their chosen inventory. Walk into
any one of them and you’ll find an empha-
sis on hands-on, family-friendly offerings.

Many of the toys you’ll find there are, of
course, the old standards — or new ver-
sions of those old favorites. ere are also
lots and lots of new offerings to check out.

“No-tech” toys tend to fall in a few spe-
cific categories, ranging from games — ei-
ther board games or more active ones that

take their cues from full-size indoor or out-
door pursuits — to creative play. More
great news: Many are so family-friendly
that all ages can participate, from wee ones
to grandparents.

Lori Smyth, owner of Tidepool Toys &
Games in Bethany Beach and Kids Ketch
Toys & Fashion in Lewes, said her stores
have always focused on hands-on toys.

“We try to offer an alternative” to video
games and the like, Smyth said.

With open-ended play, she said, children
“learn skills they don’t necessarily use on
screens.” In addition, such toys and games
tend to engage all senses, in addition to en-
couraging fine-motor skills.

Craft kits, Smyth said, “are always some-
thing I love to stock up on. ey offer a lot
of play value,” she said, including both fine
motor skills and creativity. “Plus, you can
share them,” she said — creating crafts can
be a group activity, shared with a friend.

Popular toys bring
old-school charm
to the holidays

Please turn to page 6

Yesterday’s Fun has a wide selection of
board games.
n Photo by Kerin Magill
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ey can also result in gifts that children
can make and give to friends and relatives
— even more bang for your buck.

Some craft kits supply what’s needed for
a specific craft — such as making bracelets
or painted objects — and some are simply
boxes filled to the brim with a large selec-
tion of craft supplies. Many of those in-
clude directions for specific crafts, “but you
do not have to follow any directions,”
Smyth said.

Turning to science-themed gifts, Smyth
said such things are always evolving and
now often include even more elements
than the so-called “STEM” kits that be-
came popular a few years ago. Now, the
acronym adds a letter, and a new area of
learning — STEAM adds art to the mix.

For younger children, sensory bins can
be a good introduction into different tex-
tures and how things interact with each
other. ings like “Sensory Sand” can also
serve as a calming device, she said.

“Fidgets” are a new type of toy that have
become popular in recent years. Meant to
provide something to occupy one’s hands,
they have evolved into creative toys, such
as the popular Shashibo, a shape-shifting,
magnetized toy that starts as a cube, but
can be twisted into new shapes with the
flick of a wrist — each twist reveals a new
pattern, whether it’s the one printed on
each side or the one being created as the
shape changes. More than one Shashibo
can also be combined for even more fun
and endless possibilities.

Shifting gears into games, Ryan Stuckey,
owner of Myriads Toys & Games in Dags-
boro, said that some relatively recent inno-
vations in board games have literally been a
“game-changer” for him as far as the genre
is concerned.

“Getting the most points — that just
doesn’t do it for me” in a game, Stuckey
said, adding that he much prefers games
that involve being immersed in an imagi-
nary world.

Stuckey pointed to a few of his favorites,
such as Sherlock Holmes: Consulting De-
tective, and Pandemic Legacy, which actu-
ally came out several years before the

Full-Service Florist 

Petals & Treasures
Your Neighborhood Florist

33246 Main St, Dagsboro, DE 19939
302-732-3112 • Open Tuesday-Sunday

Floral Delivery Available

Lovingly Designed Florals
Holiday Centerpieces

Graveside Arrangements
Featured Work by Local Artists & Crafters

Gourmet Specialties
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Tidepool Toys in Bethany Beach and
Fenwick have a wide selection of non-tech
toys including these musical toys.
n Photo by Kerin Magill
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recent global health crisis. e Sherlock
Holmes games, of which there is a series,
each come with an envelope filled with
props and clues that players use to solve a
mystery. e Pandemic Legacy game can
be played by two people, but more can join
in at any point, as it is a game that doesn’t

have to be concluded in one sitting but
builds on itself from session to session.
ere are also multiple “seasons” of the
game so players can keep playing.

So passionate are Stuckey and his wife,
Ksenia Litvinova, about making sure the
games are a hit with customers, they offer a
90-day return policy — so just in case a
particular game isn’t a hit in your house,
you won’t be stuck with a box full of regret.

If you’re looking for something with a
broader appeal, Brendan Heneghan of Yes-

terday’s Fun in Ocean View highly rec-

ommends a game called Pictures. e Toy
of the Year for 2020, Pictures engages play-
ers in extreme “think outside the box” ac-
tivity. As Heneghan explained it, in the
game, “One person has three rocks and
four sticks, and the other person has two
shoelaces,” which they use to illustrate
something.

Games can be adapted, it seems, to just
about every hobby. In a game called
Wingspan, which Stuckey, of Myriads, said
is “super, super popular” — so much so that
it’s now made its way to those ubiquitous
screens — bird lovers and birdwatchers can
create their own virtual bird sanctuary.

“ere’s a lot of depth in this pool,” said
Stuckey, who admits that’s something he
himself has been pleasantly surprised to
discover.

Stuckey said a toy that is flying off the
shelves this year is Magic Mixies, which
employs “magic,” as well as a little water
mist, to create small stuffed toys.

en again, Heneghan, said, the old fa-
vorites are being “rediscovered” by Millen-
nials who want to share their childhood
toys and games with their own children. He

Continued from page 6

A Klask game board at Yesterdays Fun.
n Photo by Kerin Magill

Please turn to page 74
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Home for the Holidays                                                                                                                                        9



HH
10                                                                                                                                      Home for the Holidays

When David Tam was 9 years old, he
moved with his parents to the United
States from Japan. Settling in Southern Cal-
ifornia, the doctor and Beebe CEO and
president recalled, his family had to find a
way to incorporate American traditions
into those from China, where his family is
from.

“ere was a group of families — five
Chinese families — we all started hanging

out together. We did everything together,”
Tam said.

If one family didn’t have a car, he said,
others in the group would drive them
where they needed to go. Gatherings often
happened at the home of “Uncle Fred,” who
wasn’t a biological uncle, but who served
that role for the “Five Families” that helped
to give Tam and his family roots in Amer-
ica.

Holiday gatherings at Uncle Fred’s home,
Tam said, took on a multicultural feel —

particularly when it came to food.
“I still remember the mish-mash” of tra-

ditional Chinese dishes with American
ones there, he said. Along with the tradi-
tional “American turkey,” there was Chinese
chicken, noodles and dumplings, with
apple pie for dessert, along with Chinese
desserts.

e chicken, Tam said, was served, as is
traditional in Asian culture, with the head
on.

“It was done to honor the guests” —
nothing is wasted, he said.

Noodles are served on holidays to ensure
long life and prosperity, he noted.

“I remember that so vividly,” he recalled
of his first years in the United States. “It just
makes me nostalgic.”

Over the years, Tam’s holiday celebra-
tions have changed along with his family,
and with shifts in his career.

“I’ve been married, divorced and re-mar-
ried,” he said, adding that, these days, his
“blended family” has meant that holidays
tend to “a transitional process.” Tam added
that learning “how to restructure or rein-
vent Christmas has been a journey of dis-
covery and of joy.

“Many of us didn’t have the traditional
holiday,” he said, but “we’ve discovered new
ways to do it. “Finding out how to enjoy
each other, and celebrate, is a journey —
one that continues no matter where one
finds oneself.”

Tam recalled that, during his U.S. Navy
career, he was often away from home and
came to consider those with whom he
served as his family.

“ere is such a feeling of closeness and
unity when you are far away from home,
with other people who are also far from
home.”

He said with a laugh that, even though
the holiday meals “with sliced turkey that
comes from… somewhere…” weren’t the
same as home-cooked fare, “It was such a

Joy in the discovery
Beebe CEO recalls holidays as immigrant child, military
servicemember, creating home wherever he found himself

Please turn to page 12

“There is such a feeling of
closeness and unity when
you are far away from

home, with other people
who are also far from

home.”
– D r. Da v i d Tam

Dr. David Tam
n Submitted photo

B y K e r i n M a g i l l
S t a f f R e p o r t e r
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good feeling to be in a place where you
know people.”

Having moved to Delaware to start his
job at Beebe in March 2020, just days be-
fore Gov. John Carney called for Delaware-
ans to stay home due to the looming
COVID-19 pandemic, Tam said his first
holiday season in his new home was still
special, in its way.

Since all the children were doing school
remotely, “ey were all here,” he said. He
also reconnected with some of his East
Coast family, he said — particularly his
godson, who was able to visit during the
holidays.

One of the best parts of Christmas 2020,
Tam said, was a dusting of snow that he
said helped him remember that he wasn’t
in California anymore.

“at’s not something that happens in
Southern California,” he said.

Tam said he is looking forward to being
able to enjoy the holidays this year in true
Sussex County style — with most of the
celebrations that were canceled or curtailed
last year filling the calendar once again.

“I can’t wait to celebrate with my Beebe

family,” he said, while honoring healthcare
workers who will be working to serve their
communities throughout the holiday sea-
son and often miss celebrating with their
own families.

During those times, he said, he will help
his team members to focus on “working on
a unified mission. We’re so grateful for the
teamwork, and we celebrate that we are
working together,” he said.

Even though Tam has settled into his
Delaware life, he said the transitions con-
tinue within his own family that will make
this year different from others. For one, he
said, his oldest child, Johanna, won’t be
with him this year. Now that she is serving
in the U.S. Marines, married and “living her
own life,” Tam said he will miss her pres-
ence. “Is it hard, yes. Different, yes. Bad,
no,” he said.

He said he will focus on the blessings he
has been given, and on the little details that
make the holidays special, such as “deciding
where the new Christmas tree should go,
discovering new traditions.

“e journey has to be looked at in a
positive way,” he said. “I thank God that
we’re here together, and I continue to find
joy in the discovery.”

ACME 
ELECTRIC LLC

Ceiling Fan 
& Small Job Specialist

Licensed & Insured

Steven Kraushaar
302-245-0607

Continued from page 10
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B y S u s a n C a n f o r a
S t a f f R e p o r t e r

e Jewish holiday Hanukkah is a
time to reflect, to remember an impor-
tant miracle of old and think about
God’s place in
man’s lives.

Observed
this year
from sun-
down on
Sunday,
Nov. 28,
until sun-
down on
Monday,
Dec. 6 —
always
eight
days —
Hanukkah is
also called the
Jewish Festival
of Rededication
or Festival of
Lights. It com-
memorates the
rededication of the
Second Temple in
Jerusalem during the sec-
ond century B.C., when
Jews rose against Greek-Syrian
oppressors and were victorious
over a king known as a tyrant.

Every evening during Hanukkah, an
additional one of eight candles in the

menorah, which is a candelabra that
holds nine candles, is lit. Eight candles
symbolize the number of days the
menorah in the Temple continued to
burn, a miracle because only a tiny bit of
oil was available.

e ninth candle, called the shamash,
or service candle, is used to light the
other eight candles.

“Hanukkah is primarily a home festi-
val. We add certain prayers in the daily
service in the synagogue, but nothing

specifically is
done. e ac-
tivity is done
at home,”
Rabbi
Arthur Rut-
berg of
Temple Bat
Yam in
Berlin, Md.,

explained.
“You

light the
service can-
dle, then you
use it to light

the first can-
dle, and you

watch them
and they burn

down. e next
night, you light two

candles, then three
and so on. On the final

night, you have nine
lights lit. You light each one

and let them burn as long as
they last. e tradition is we are to

light them and watch them burn, and
not to use them for anything else. You
sit and watch them burn. ey burn

14                                                                                                                                      Home for the Holidays

Hanukkah rituals
revolve around

the home
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about 20 minutes, some others longer,”
Rutberg said.

Also during the holiday, children play
a game using a dreidel, a spinning top
that has four sides.

“Kids play games with it. It has four
letters on it to represent the first four
letters of the phrase ‘A great miracle
happened.’ In Israel, the letters spell out
the first four letters of the phrase ‘A mir-
acle happened here,’” the rabbi said.

Often gifts are exchanged during
Hanukkah, but the rabbi said that prac-
tice is “an American adaptation to com-
pete with Christmas.”

“e traditional understanding is to
celebrate the miracle of oil, the victory
of the Maccabees over the Greeks, how
they fought for religious freedom and
they won. You are lighting lights. You
use the menorah with a special number
of lights. It has eight slots for eight can-
dles and an extra one serves as the serv-
ice lighter to light the lights.

“Another tradition is, you put the
menorah in the window so you are dis-
playing the miracle. Many Jewish fami-
lies don’t do it because they expose
themselves as being Jewish and that

might invite unwelcome attention,” he
noted.

Many of the foods eaten during the
holiday are deep-fried in oil, to symbol-
ize the miracle of the oil continuing to

Children light a Menorah.
n Stock photo

Please turn to page 16



burn, and include latkes, or potato pan-
cakes, served with applesauce, as well as
jelly doughnuts and chocolate gelt,
which is chocolate candy shaped like
coins and wrapped in gold foil. “Gelt” is
the Yiddish word for “money.”

e largest attendance in the temple
is on Yom Kipper, the holiest day of the
year in Judaism and focusing on atone-
ment and repentance. is year, it was
on Sept. 15 and 16.

Rutberg said he doesn’t believe the
tradition of observing Hanukkah is
dying out, although it’s hard to say if
most Jewish families light the candles.

“Not a strong majority. Maybe 50 per-
cent. e affiliation rate of Jews in the
synagogues is very low in the world at
large, about 20 percent in any commu-
nity.

“More typically, even assimilated Jew-
ish families will have a Passover seder at
the home or go to a Passover seder. at
is one tradition that is still pretty strong.
‘Seder’ means ‘order,’ and the meal is a
very orderly ritual meal. You say this
prayer and eat this food. You say that
prayer eat another food,” he said.

Passover commemorates the story of
the Israelites’ departure from ancient
Egypt, as recorded in the Biblical books
of Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy.
is year, it was from March 27 to April
4.

Observing Jewish tradition and holi-
days continues to be important, Rutberg
said.

“e word faith is not one we use fre-
quently, but Judaism is a whole culture,
a way of life, a whole connection to our
ancestors, to family. Many people make
sure to have Passover seder are doing it
in sense of connection to who they are
as Jewish people, at large, globally
speaking, and to their parents and
grandparents,” he said.

“e holidays are very important in
that regard. It’s important to maintain
your connection and to remain aware of
the incredible depth of the Jewish reli-
gion.”

Celebrate the Beauty of the Holidays!
Permanent Makeup - 

Eyebrows, Eyeliner or Lips 

Lash Lift & Tint
Custom Facial & Microneedling

Gift Certificates 
Available!

34548 Atlantic Avenue, Ocean View DE 19970 • 302-525-0822 • www.espmakeup.com

Our Magical Store is Filled with Fresh Finds!

We Buy Antiques!
(717) 818-6054

Follow Us On Facebook! Happy Hunting!
30688 Armory Road

Frankford, DE near Dagsboro

Open Only the first Friday - Sunday of Each Month
Closed January - March
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Rabbi Rutberg of Temple Bat Yam in Berlin,
Md., eplained some Jewish traditions.
n File photo

Continued from page 15
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Lifetime Warranty
Blocks 97% of Harmful 
UV Rays
Reduce Energy Costs

German Engineered
By

• Enclose your screen porch
or build from the ground up!

• 3 or 4 Season
• BEST Vinyl 4-Track

Visit Our Showroom and Save!
patiosystems.com • 302-644-6540 • TOLL FREE 866-644-6540
Portable Outdoor Display with Shade Products and Sunroom Samples
16083 New Road Lewes, DE • Showroom Open Weekdays 8am–4:30pm and Saturday 10am–3pm

Senior, Military & First Responder Discounts Now Available!

MerryChristmas from ourFamily toYours!
TM

Follow Us in Coastal Point 
for Weekly Coupons
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Luxurious
Skin Care Products

Healthy, Natural Ingredients
Available at Select Local Retailers

or
SchaberSkinEssential.etsy.com

LUXURY AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Bethany hosting
Holiday Happenings

On Saturday, Dec. 4, the Town of Bethany
Beach will host its annual Holiday Happen-
ings. Santa will make his return to Bethany
Beach Town Hall to take photos with the
children from 1 to 3 p.m. Sunshine the
Clown will be there, too, but instead of face-
painting, she will be doing air-brush body
art. ere will also be hot cocoa, cookies
and a station for children to write letters to
Santa. Trolley rides through downtown and
beach tractor rides will run from 1 to 4 p.m.

A second trolley will be available until 6
p.m. to transport attendees to and from the
event at several pick-up locations: Bethany
Beach Books, Grotto Pizza (next to the
Bethany Beach Nature Center) and South
Coastal Library.

At 5 p.m., the annual lighting of the holi-
day tree will take place on the bandstand
plaza. Attendees can gather with friends and

family for a special concert featuring the
Southern Delaware School of the Arts Show
Choir. People are being encouraged to bring
hats, gloves, scarves and canned goods to be
donated to local charities. ose who can-
not attend the event can watch it on the
west-view beach-cam via the Town website.

Holiday Happenings will once again kick
off “Weekend Wonderland in Bethany,” a
town-wide collaboration with the Bethany-
Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce and
participating businesses that will offer spe-
cial activities and incentives between 10
a.m. and 6 p.m. on the three Saturdays lead-
ing up to Christmas: Dec. 4, 11 and 18.

Holiday Happenings is free and open to
people of all ages. ere is no rain date. For
updates, visit
www.townofbethanybeach.com, under “Ac-
tivities and Events.”
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BEAUTY IN THE MAKING
35785 Atlantic Ave • Ocean View, DE 19970

18 19 20

(302) 537-1121
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B y M . P a t r i c i a T i t u s
D i g i t a l C o n t e n t E d i t o r

ere’s no denying the value of classic
low-tech toys and gifts with a touch of
nostalgia, but the holidays are also high
time for high-tech gifts, whether for a
loved-one or oneself. And there is a bevy
of options for 2021, ranging from home-
based tech to new phones and even some
toys for the kids.

A word of warning: e 2021 supply-
chain crisis has made a lot of high-tech
goods in even shorter supply than they
usually are at this time of year. If you have
a particular gift in mind for giving this
winter, pick it up now if you can. A short-
age of computer chips that power even
some of the most basic techie gifts has
been added to international shipping de-
lays to create a near perfect storm for short
supply. Plan ahead!

(1) An Apple a day — Is there ever a
year when the latest Apple devices aren’t at
the top of many a holiday gift wishlist?
Well, 2021 is no exception, with the new
iPhone 13 line, new iPad tablets, a new
Apple watch generation and new Macbook
computers all refreshed in time for the hol-

A

high-tech holiday



iday season.
e new iPhone 13 stands out for its Pro

versions, regular and Max, which offer
longer battery life, more storage and an
improved operating system. But the real
star of the iPhone 13 Pro line is the new
cameras, which are better than ever before
and considered one of the best, if not the
best, camera systems ever put in a phone.
A new macro lens and automatic macro
mode kick in when you’re less than 10
inches from your subject, offering some
amazingly crisp closeups.

e Pro line also offers a new cinematic
mode, which allows you to change the
focus of your scene even after you’ve fin-
ished shooting video. It makes for some
great options for the amateur (or even pro)
filmmaker, with subjects in the back-
ground of the frame able to become the
main focus without the need for an edit or
reshoot. If you have a budding filmmaker
or would-be pro photographer on your list,
the iPhone Pro and Pro Max should defi-
nitely be up for consideration.

e star of the refreshed iPad line is the
new iPad Mini, which shrinks the screen-
surrounding bezel and offers a lot of the
markers of the company’s highest-end
tablets at a much lower cost, including
some unique fashion colors. It’s also com-

HOME & GARDEN
302.732.6159

Enjoy 
Holiday
Shopping 
With Us!

Wide Variety of 
Unique Gifts & Apparel
Amazing Assortment of
Fantastic Specialty Foods
Amish Foods & Pot Pies

Mon–Sat•10–5 | Sun•11–4
31854 James Lowe Lane 

Frankford, DE
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302.537.0510 • bethanymassage.com 
33298 Coastal Highway Bethany Beach, DE

The healing begins as you walk
through our door...

Bethany Massage
& Healing Arts

Don’t stress over shopping
this holiday season. Give the
perfect gift of mind...body…
spirit…
A gift card for massage, reiki,
a facial or any of our 
other services.

Right, Apple’s iPhone 13 Pro Max and
iPhone 13 Pro.
n Photo courtesy Apple, Inc.

Please turn to page 56

Above, Apple’s new iPad mini, which features
an 8.3-inch Liquid Retina Display, A15 Bionic
Apple silicon chip, USB-C port and more..
n Photo courtesy Apple, Inc.
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Now-January 2
Winterfest of Lights—e 2021 Win-

terfest of Lights will return as a walk-
ing holiday event, with an even larger
path route than before, per officials. It
takes place at Northside Park, 125th
Street in Ocean City, Md., from
Wednesday through Sunday, 5:30 to
9:30 p.m. Admission is $5 for guests
12 and older, and free for children 11
and younger. Pets are welcome on
Wednesday evenings. For more infor-
mation, call (410) 250-0125.

November 26-28
Holiday Shoppers Fair—e Roland E.

Powell Convention Center in Ocean
City, Md., is hosting a Holiday Shop-
pers Fair, featuring handmade prod-
ucts, nautical-themed items, candles,
photography, florals, jewelry, ceramics
and more. ere will also be children’s
activities and face painting. All told,
there will be more than 150 vendors, a
food court, free parking and door
prizes. For more information, contact
Melanie at (410) 723-8605, or email
her at mcollins@oceancitymd.gov.

November 27
Town Festivities—e Town of Ocean

View will host an Old Town Holiday
Market and tree-lighting at John West
Park, from 1 to 6 p.m. If inclement
weather arrives, this will move to Nov.
28. e tree-lighting is scheduled for
dusk, and Santa Claus will arrive at
that time to light the tree.

December 1
Tree Lighting—e Town of Millville

will host its first-ever tree lighting.

Festivities will start at 5 p.m., and the
tree-lighting is scheduled for 6:15 p.m.
Participants will then enjoy “Carols by
Candlelight.”

December 3
Christmas Parade—e Town of Sel-

byville is presenting its 60th Annual
Christmas Parade on West Church
street, starting at 7 p.m. To register, or
for more information, visit them on-
line at selbyville.delaware.gov.

December 4
HolidayHappenings—e Town of

Bethany Beach will host its annual
Holiday Happenings and Annual Tree
Lighting Event. Santa Claus will be at
Bethany Beach Town Hall to take pho-

tos with children from 1 to 3 p.m., and
Sunshine the Clown will be there, as
well, doing air brush body art. ere
will be hot cocoa, cookies and a sta-
tion for children to write letters to
Santa. Trolley rides through down-
town and beach tractor rides will run
from 1 to 4 p.m. A second trolley will
be on hand to transport attendees to
and from the event at the following
pick-up locations: Bethany Beach
Books, Grotto Pizza and South
Coastal Library until 6 p.m. e an-
nual lighting of the holiday tree will
take place on the Bandstand Plaza at 5
p.m., and there will be a special con-
cert featuring the Southern Delaware
School of the Arts Show Choir. ose
who cannot attend the event may

Holiday
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watch it on the west-view beach cam
on the Town’s website.

Weekend Wonderland — e Bethany-
Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce
is leading Weekend Wonderland in
Bethany Beach, all day until 7 p.m.
ere is an Elf on the Shelf Scavenger
Hunt at participating businesses.
When you spot the Elf, you will re-
ceive a stamp from that business.
When you hit Bingo on your card, you
can submit the card for a chance to
win a prize package. A winner will be
announced each week on the Band-
stand at 5 p.m. ere will also be a
Cocoa Crawl/Holiday Treat Trail from
5 to 7 p.m. Participants will get a
punch card, and can visit various
downtown businesses for hot choco-

late, snacks and the opportunity to ex-
plore these stores.

Christmas Parade — e Town of
Millsboro is hosting a Christmas pa-
rade and tree-lighting event starting at
5 p.m. Spectators are reminded to
bring a chair. ose interested in par-
ticipating in the parade can request an
application from town@millsboro.org.

Tree Lighting — e Town of Fenwick
Island will hold its annual Christmas
Tree Lighting from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
e lighting and Christmas carols will
begin at 5:30, and there will be a pot-
luck holiday reception following this at
Fenwick Island Town Hall.

Christmas Parade — e Ocean City
Christmas Parade will march along
Coastal Highway, starting at 11 a.m.

on Old Landing Road, and will march
northbound in the southbound lanes
to the judges’ stand at 120th Street.
ere will be more than 50 units, in-
cluding high school bands, horses, an-
tique cars, holiday floats and more. To
participate in the parade, call the Spe-
cial Events Department at (410) 250-
0125. ere is no charge to participate.
motorists are reminded that traffic-
pattern changes will begin approxi-
mately at 8 a.m. and congestion and
delays should be expected.

December 6
Santa at the Park — e Town of Dags-

boro is hosting Santa in Katie Helm

Please turn to page 24

Happenings
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Park from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is is
weather-permitting.

Hometown Christmas Parade — e
Rehoboth beach Volunteer Fire Com-
pany will be presenting the 2021 Re-
hoboth beach Hometown Christmas
Parade at 6 p.m. More information
and applications are available at their
website at rehobothbeachfire.com, or
you can call them at (302) 542-6802,
or send them an email at christmaspa-
rade@rehobothbeachfire.com.

December 7
Wrappings and Fashion — e Ameri-

can Cancer Society Holiday Wrap-
pings Luncheon & Fashion Show will
be held at the Roland E. Powell Con-
vention Center in Ocean City, Md.
ere will be a fashion show of local
retailers, appealing to women of all
ages, giant auctions, a car raffle and a
warm plated lunch. Pre-registration is
required. Tickets cost $50, and there
are only advance sales. For more infor-

Continued from page 23

Please turn to page 30

The Dagsboro Christmas Parade.
n File photo by Tyler Valliant



Chef Driven • Fresh Ingredients • Finest Quality

Open for Thanksgiving Dinner
Seatings 4-7pm • Call for Reservations
Choose from our Three-Course Select Pre-Fixe
Dinner Menu Including Traditional 
Thanksgiving Dinner & Other Options

Now Booking Holiday Parties!
Beautifully Decorated Dining Room
Perfect for Date Night or Parties up to 100 Guests

Open Christmas Eve –Closed Christmas Day

Accepting Reservations for New Year’s Eve!

302-537-7500 • theparkwaybb.com
Open Wednesday - Sunday @ 5pm • 114 Garfield Parkway, Bethany Beach
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B y T a r y n K i n g
D i g i t a l C o n t e n t S p e c i a l i s t

If you skipped a lot of your favorite
Christmas traditions last year due to the
pandemic, you’re not alone. Across the
globe, people found themselves and their
holiday plans affected by safety protocols
and shutdown outcomes.

Putting the kibosh on large gatherings;
annual Christmas markets closed alto-
gether; tree farmers were facing labor loss
(and availability by default); and chances
are you gave up expecting mail-order items
to arrive in any semblance of a timely man-
ner.

at last one is without a doubt still in
effect, and this year we’re looking at prod-
uct shortage, which means finding new and
fabulous goodies for your holiday home
décor might not be as easy as you’d hoped.

e good news is that most of this year’s
holiday trends are heavily focused on the

traditional, with accents in pattern, compli-
mentary colors and natural texture. We’re
also seeing a lot of DIY and vintage touches
that make this crafty-vintage-lover’s heart
quite happy. Pop over to our favorite rabbit-
hole, Pinterest, and you’ll see that reuse and
repurposing are also popular themes.

After scouring the big-name home de-
signers and our favorite home glossies, here
are three of our favorite holiday décor
trends that will incorporate what you al-
ready have and refresh your look for a
much-needed burst of Christmas cheer.

Traditional warmth

ere’s something about stepping out
of the early gloom of the winter season
and into a home glimmering with
spruce, juniper and bright berries that
exudes warmth and cheer. is is the
traditional aesthetic of Christmas, and
many won’t budge from this representa-

tion of the holidays.
To refresh and update your tried-and-

true look, supplement your existing Christ-
mas décor with thrift-store finds and
handmade items, such as dark-stained or
white wooden bead swags, gold painted
pinecones and dried fruit slices. Tuck a mix
of faux and real greenery into unexpected
places (like the kitchen) to brighten up your
spaces. Consider blending in non-tradi-
tional greens, such as eucalyptus and mag-
nolia leaves.

If you want to dip a toe outside the box,
incorporate the deep colors (think mid-
night blue and black-greens) and patterns
found in tartan and plaids. Loop ribbons
through your trees and wrap presents in
plaid paper or fabrics.

Natural neutrals

Let’s face it, the best kind of holiday
décor is one that matches your home, and

Make it
merry

Make it
merry



New Location 
18 Pennsylvania Ave., Bethany Beach • Open Fri-Sun •11–4pm • 302.539.6992

Beautiful Jewelry for the one you love Ann’s Mobile Salon

Cuts • Color
& Perms at 

Your Front Door

Get Ready for 
the Holidays

Specializing in 
Homebound Clients

Haircuts- $25

302-245-3609
Email: AnnsMobileSalon@yahoo.com

Insured. Licensed in DE & MD since 1993
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most of us don’t have a red/green palette
year-round. Neutral homes have been in
the majority the last few years. With that
said, white, cream, gray, wood-tones and
even black can echo your home’s aesthetic,
while still pulling pops of color from natu-
ral greenery, velvet ribbons and dried citrus
slices.

Limit your palette, and focus on textures.
White berries, cotton sprigs and brown-
paper packages tied up with string will
keep things simple yet bright. Twinkle
lights and warm metallic accents create
that added the sparkle we all crave. Don’t

forget to keep it cozy with thick blan-
kets and a crackling fire while you sip
hot cider from copper mugs!

Vintage layers

For those of us who feel we’ll crum-
ble without a colorful Christmas but
don’t want to sacrifice personal style,
vintage is the way to go. Time has soft-
ened the colors and created patina —
particularly on glass baubles.

DIY projects lend themselves well to
this aesthetic, with paper pinwheel gar-
lands, bottle-brush trees, cardboard

houses, and lots of glass and mica glitter.
Create a wreath made entirely of vintage
glass balls and scatter bowls of ornaments in
similar colors throughout your home.

If you’re really feeling adventurous, we
have one word: Tinsel.

Digging through grandma’s attic and hit-
ting your local antique stores are your best
options for finding your vintage treasures.
And don’t forget to comb through your local
social media marketplace groups or the
Coastal Point classifieds to find those hidden
gems and fill your home with nostalgia.

Opposite page, is an example of a natural
neutral. Left, vintage layers. Above, traditional
warmth.
n Stock photos



Holiday Fun 

Have Screen- 
Free Fun

Or hands on
and educational

or go 
high tech

Classic toys
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BRING YOUR FAMILY TOGETHER
AROUND OLD FAVORITES

Introduce a classic holiday
tradition with English 
Christmas Crackers

and don't forget the 
stocking stuffers!

GET ALL OF THESE
AND MORE AT...

Open Mon - Sat • 10 AM - 6 PM
Next to BP gas station

30305 Vines Creek Rd, Suite 1,
Dagsboro, DE 19939
(302) 364-0024

Starts Here!
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On Rt. 26 in Millville | 302.539.4513

Curbside Pick Up Available

Fresh Fudge | Hallmark Cards | Puzzles |Cookie Trays

Holiday & Folk Décor | Table Linens | Yankee Candles | Holiday Flags | Simply Southern

Country Christmas | Simply Southern

Possible Dreams Santas | Willow Tree
Pencil Trees & Ornaments| Snow Babies

Lang & Cape Shore Christmas Cards

Woodwick Candles | Colonial Tapers

Let Us Help You Get Ready for the Holidays
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mation about reservations, tables,
packages and scholarships, contact
Dawne Pappas at (443) 880-2310 or
email dpappo@aol.com.

December 8
Pizza With Santa — e Northside Park

Recreation Complex (Ocean City,
Md.) will host a Pizza Party with Santa
for kids from Pre-K through Fourth
Grade, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. e cost
os $10 for non-residents, $8 for resi-
dents of Ocean City and an extra $4
fee will gain admission into Winter-
fest. Pre-registration is mandatory, as
space is limited. Visit them online at
ococean.com for more information.

Santa at the Park — e Town of Dags-
boro is hosting Santa in Katie Helm
Park from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is is
weather-permitting.

December 11
Weekend Wonderland — e Bethany-

Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce

Continued from page 24

Please turn to page 32

The Fenwick Island Tree Lighting.
n File photo by Shaun M. Lambert



C LASS IC  DES IGN
Always in Style

Are you looking for a different color scheme? Paint selection is a part of the initial consultation. Is 
designing space in an open concept home a challenge? Want your furnishings to mix with new ones for
an updated look? We offer a 360-degree, color floor plan designed to fit your taste, lifestyle, and budget.

Sandy Murphy, IDS (past President in New England)
Interior Designer/Home Stager
Classic Design
ClassicDesignNet.com
617-688-5894
Ocean View, Delaware Scan for Holiday Decorating

Tips & tricks
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is leading Weekend Wonderland in
Bethany Beach, all day until 7 p.m.
ere is an Elf on the Shelf Scavenger
Hunt at participating businesses.
When you spot the Elf, you will re-
ceive a stamp from that business.
When you hit Bingo on your card, you
can submit the card for a chance to
win a prize package. A winner will be
announced each week on the Band-
stand at 5 p.m. ere will also be a
Cocoa Crawl/Holiday Treat Trail from
5 to 7 p.m. Participants will get a
punch card, and can visit various
downtown businesses fr hot chocolate,
snacks and the opportunity to explore
these stores.

December 11-12
Christmas Market — e Town of

Millsboro is hosting a Christmas Mar-
ket at Town Center from 9 a.m. to 2
p.m. is will take place rain or shine.
To request to be a vendor, contact
Michelle Truitt, market manager, via
email at michellet@millsboro.org, or
by calling (302) 245-0440.

Continued from page 30

The Selbyville Christmas Parade.
n File photo by R. Chris Clark



December 13
Santa at the Park — e Town of Dags-

boro is hosting Santa in Katie Helm
Park from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is is
weather-permitting.

December 14
Christmas Parade — e Town of

Dagsboro is hosting a Christmas Pa-
rade at 7 p.m. For more information,
visit dagsboro.delaware.gov.

December 15
Santa at the Park — e Town of Dags-

boro is hosting Santa in Katie Helm
Park from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is is
weather-permitting.

December 18
Weekend Wonderland — e Bethany-

Fenwick Area Chamber of Commerce
is leading Weekend Wonderland in
Bethany Beach, all day until 7 p.m.
ere is an Elf on the Shelf Scavenger
Hunt at participating businesses.
When you spot the Elf, you will re-
ceive a stamp from that business.

Estate Jewelry & Gifts

Somerhouse
302-539-3049

Starting November
until Christmas
Friday night late 

shopping until 7pm
We have one of the largest collections

of estate jewelry in the area

NEXT COIN APPRAISAL
December 4th - 10am-2pm

HOLIDAY SHOPPING

34610 Atlantic Ave, Clarksville
OPEN TUES-SAT 10-4
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Ocean City hosts the Winterfest of Lights
each year at Northside Park at 125th
Street in Ocean City.

n File photo by R. Chris Clark

Please turn to page 50
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B y S u s a n C a n f o r a
S t a f f R e p o r t e r

On his Facebook page, Gov. John
Carney has pictures of Christmas deco-
rations made from photos of his two
sons when they were children, hair
nicely combed, both smiling, one with a
couple bottom teeth
missing.

Like all families,
Carney’s have annual
traditions that keep
the jolly in the holly.

“e holidays al-
ways remind me of
great memories. ese
are two of my favorite
ornaments — photos
of our boys when they
were younger,” Carney
wrote.

As the holidays ap-
proach, the governor’s
staff told Coastal Point,
Carney “goes to a local
Christmas tree supplier,
like Willey Farms in
Townsend, to get the Car-
ney family tree.”

“e governor is one of
nine children, so the
family Christmases can
be quite large. But due
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, celebrations
were smaller last year
to ensure a safe holi-
day.”

For the Rev. Rebecca
Collison, pastor at
Mariner’s Bethel
United Methodist
Church in Ocean View,
Christmas traditions
are divided into two categories: at home
and outside of her home.

“Growing up, it was going to church
on Christmas Eve, and putting milk,

cookies and carrots out for Santa and
reindeer, and putting baby Jesus in the
manger scene. Now, since I work every
Christmas Eve at the church and don’t
have little ones at home, our family tra-
dition has been our Christmas celebra-
tion at a morning brunch from

10 to noon at
our house.
Parents, kids
and their
kids come,
and we ex-
change a
simple inex-
pensive silly
gift each
year.

“One
year, we
did ugly or

unique socks. We al-
ways take a group shot of the gifts, then
of the people — a reminder of the joy of
God’s gift, even when out of the ordi-

nary,” Collison said.
Outside the home, she said, her fam-

ily does something different each year,
maybe adopting someone in need, tak-
ing homemade cookies to those work-
ing on Christmas Eve, or inviting
someone who would otherwise be alone
with a meager Christmas meal.

“Every year the need might look dif-
ferent, but this action serves to remind
us that Christmas isn’t about me — it’s
about coming together and bringing
light into a dark world,” she said.

Millsboro Town Manager Sheldon
Hudson said his family’s traditions have
changed over the years, as loved ones
have died and other families have
grown larger. ere used to be Christ-
mas breakfast at his aunt’s house. She
had five children, and those children
started having children, “so it got un-
wieldy,” Hudson said.

“Now, our most longstand-
ing tradition is my
mother has a Christ-
mas party, typically
within a week of
Christmas, with ex-
tended family, my im-
mediate family, my
brother, his wife, my
mother’s brother and his
wife, their kids and my
mother’s cousins and her
kids. It’s the largest family
gathering of the year and
one of the ones we most
look forward to as a family,”
he said.

e Hudsons have also
traveled to Canada every
other, or every three, years to
visit his wife’s family.

He and his children keep an
advent calendar, opening the
little doors to find a piece of
chocolate behind them and

Local officials, pastor share
their Christmas traditions

Ugly/unique socks, left, was
one unique idea the Collision
family had for a Christmas
Day family event. Above and
right, are two of Gov. John
Carney’s favorite Christmas
tree decorations.
n Submitted photos

Please turn to page 36
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counting down to the big day.
Laughing, he recalled the time when

his son, now 19, had given Hudson’s
wife a little blue teapot ornament when
their son was of kindergarten age, but
she wasn’t fond of it. Although she
never told him, she “always buried it on
the tree,” Hudson said.

“My son figured it out, and now it’s a
running joke every year that it goes in
the most prominent part of the tree,”
Hudson said.

Ocean View Police Chief Kenneth
McLaughlin recalled that when his chil-
dren were young, he and his wife would
instruct them to stay in their bedrooms
on Christmas morning.

“ey weren’t allowed to come out
where the Christmas tree and presents
were yet. We kind of tried to hold them
back there until we were ready. We got

Millsboro Town Manager Sheldon Hudson
and his family.
n Submitted photo

Continued from page 35

Please turn to page 38
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the coffee ready and made all the final
touches. e kids were on pins and nee-
dles wondering if Santa came or not.
en we had in-laws or other adult
family members come over, so we were
waiting for everybody to get there.

“Once we were all ready to go out
into the living room, we would have the
kids come out together. Every year, we
would have a picture of the kids walking
down the hallway together coming out
into the living room,” McLaughlin said.

After unwrapping gifts, the family
joined together for a big breakfast.

Assistant Millsboro Town Manager
Jamie Burk said his family attends mid-
night Mass on Christmas Eve, then the
adults put out presents from Santa.

“Each child gets to pick one gift to
open on Christmas Eve and the rest
Christmas morning. Large gifts from
Santa don’t get placed under the tree
until after the younger ones have fallen
asleep Christmas Eve. My fiancée, Ali,
and I have five children between us,
ages 7, 11, 12, 14 and 18. e boys are
the younger three of the family,” Burk
said.

Millsboro Police Chief Brian Cal-
loway said he, his wife and their three
daughters, 6 to 13 years old, attend
Winterfest of Lights in Ocean City, Md.,
and go ice skating at the Carousel
Hotel, also in the Maryland resort
town.

“We normally do that the Sunday
after anksgiving,” he said.

State Sen. Gerald Hocker (R-20th)
said he has cooked Christmas-morning
breakfast for his family since he and his
wife, Emily, got married 52 years ago.

“e family has grown every year to
now having five children and now 13
grandchildren” — 10 boys and three

IslandFenwick
I T ’ S  A L L    R I G H T  H E R E

Holiday Shopping & Fun 
inTax Free Delaware

85 BUSINESSES
SHOPS • LODGING • RESTAURANTS

FUN • SERVICES
Easy Access From Coastal Highway & West Fenwick
Fenwick Island Business Development • Town of Fenwick Island

Sponsors:
Joseph Balsamo

Bank of Ocean City
Bethany-Fenwick- 

Chamber of Commerce
Fenwick Shores
Ocean Bay Plaza

Town of Fenwick Island
Village of Fenwick

Body Double Swimwear
Carolina Street

Catch 54
Comfortably Numb

Eclectic
Fenwick Hardware
High Tide Coffee

and Bowls
Holly’s Treasure Chest
John F. Kleinstuber

& Associates  
Just Hooked

Mancini’s 
Nantuckets
Our Harvest

Papa Grande’s Fenwick
Pizzazz by the Bay

Pottery Place
Sea Shell City

Southern Exposure
Thunder Lagoon

Tide Pool Toys & Games
Warren’s Station 
Windsor Teak

abian’s Carpet Care
Prompt, Friendly Customer Service

Carpet Pre-Spotting & Protector • Quick Dry Time
25 Years of Carpet & Upholstery 

Cleaning Experience

302-745-7547

The Carpet
Rejuvenator

Licensed & Insured Cleaning Specialist Traffic
Area

Speci
als

up to 4 Rooms for $100
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State Rep. Gerald Hocker shared some of his
family’s holiday traditions.
n File photo

Every Christmas
we have had all of
our children and
grandchildren there,
and I have cooked
the entire breakfast
for the family.

— State Rep. Gerald Hocker

Please turn to page 40



“Let 35 years of experience go to work for you.”

Dennis W. Marvel
302.436.5008 | Selbyville, DE

Master Electrician, Licensed in DE & MD
“The homeowner’s friend.”

Residential | Commercial

12 Years of
Being 1 Better!

Celebrating

K10DogTraining.com
302-236-2497

Obedience Dog Training
AKC Canine Good Citizen

Group & Private Classes • Positive Reinforcement

Nancy LaFontaine • AKC CGC Evaluator
ABC Certified Dog Trainer

Millsboro chief of police Brian Calloway and
his family love to attend Winterfest of Lights
and go ice skating at the Carousel Hotel.
n Submitted photo

The Holiday
spirit begins
with Halloween.
My parents loved
preparing for the
neighborhood
children. My mother
always played a
guessing game
and had treats.
— State Rep. Ruth Briggs King
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girls, and the 14th grandchild is ex-
pected soon. “Every Christmas we have
had all of our children and grandchil-
dren there, and I have cooked the entire
breakfast for the family. en, after
that, we all open our gifts one at a time
so we can all see,” Hocker said.

His breakfast menu includes ham,
scrapple, melted cheese, pancakes,
sticky buns, rolls, eggs and sausage.
“Anything you can think of for Christ-
mas, I make,” he said.

Although his wife helps him, he said
he likes everybody to stay out of the
kitchen while he cooks, and he cleans as
he goes.

State Rep. Ruth Briggs King (R-37th)
said her family’s traditions have grown
and changed during the years.

“e holiday spirit begins with Hal-
loween. My parents loved preparing for
the neighborhood children. My mother
always played a guessing game and had
treats. My father would be spooky and
scare the kids. As those kids grew up,
they brought their kids to the Briggs
farm. Today, we host family and friends

who live in the country and don’t have
many trick-or-treaters. e last few
years, Jay Baxter brings a hayride
through our neighborhood. It’s a real
treat for all.

“And our big family tradition? is is
deer season, and a major focus is the
King home. All the boys arrive the
evening before and plan their early-

morning hunt,” she said.
Her boys are sons Jared, who lives in

Nazareth, Pa., with his wife, Noelle, and
children Gabby, Colin and Ryan, and
Justin, who is local. Justin and his wife,
Amber, have twins Lexi and Tori and
another daughter, Sawyer.

“As we prepare for Christmas, I take
the girls for our winter adventure,
where we walk the family woods for
evergreens and holly. My dad did this
with me every year. I suspect it was my
mother’s need to get me away from the
house.

“Naturally, I have special cookies and
fudge that are family favorites. I bake a
special cookie recipe, sugar cakes,
passed down, and my special is peanut
butter fudge. And anksgiving is a bit-
tersweet holiday,” she said.

“My father was born on his father’s
birthday, anksgiving. My father had a
life-changing event on anksgiving.
Before my birth, my father was acciden-
tally shot while hunting. He literally lost
his right arm and learned to do every-
thing with his left. He remained an avid
hunter and safety advocate,” Briggs King
said.

Continued from page 39

As I prepare for
Christmas, I take the
girls for our winter
adventure, where
we walk the family
woods for ever-
greens and holly. My
dad did this with me
every year.
— State Rep. Ruth Briggs King



It’s the Most Wonderful
Time of the Year

WATER LILI
UTOPIAN FASHION AND SERENDIPITOUS TREASURES

OPEN DAILY

BETHANY BEACH • 302.539.1110 | ON THE BOARDWALK
OCEAN VIEW • 302.581.2228 | 111 ATLANTIC AVENUE
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“Santa Claus is actually a Marine!”
said Mary Kunrat, the wife of a retired
sergeant-major in the U.S. Marine
Corps. “You can tell because he wears
Marine Corps red.”
This year, the Marine

Corps First State De-
tachment, which serves
this region, will collect
up to 12,000 toys
through the Marine
Toys for Tots campaign.
Already, 5,000 toys for
needy children are
ready to be distributed
and waiting at the First
State Detachment’s
pavilion space. The de-
tachment reported it
has spent more than
$7,000 from cash dona-
tions for about 1,000
new toys as well.
“We want to make

their Christmas Day a
little brighter,” said
Richard “Rick” Pouns-
berry, who is the senior
vice commandant of the
USMC detachment. “I
am delivering our
Frankford toy boxes
right now,” he said of
the Sussex County col-
lection boxes.
Robert Broderick,

who handles communi-
cations for the First
State Detachment, said

the program will be broader and per-
haps even doubled this year: “Last holi-
day season, 3,741 kids on the shore got
gifts from the Toys for Tots program.
They are getting bikes, electric cars;
these are high-quality toys. For the Ma-
rine Corps local program, we identify

needy kids who may not have a Christ-
mas.”
Since 1947, the Marine Toys for Tots

program has delivered more than 604
million toys to some 272 million chil-
dren from infants to 12 or even 13
years old. Pounsberry said the greatest

need is at the margins.
“We really need toys

for babies ages zero to 2
years old,” said Pouns-
berry, “and again at ages
11 and above above,”
where people may for-
get needy pre-teens.
Both Pounsberry and

Broderick said the toys
are distributed through
community-service or-
ganizations and
churches, and this year
they’re involving local
schools to make sure
the recipients are kids
who really need a toy.
Last year, with the pan-
demic, there was a
small community of
children to locate for
presents through tradi-
tional channels, includ-
ing non-profits and
faith communities.
During a recent Ma-

rine Corps League
meeting in Ocean City,
the marching orders
were delivered. The
First State detachment
will deploy across the
region with collection
boxes and with cash

Santa is
a Marine!
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boxes for donations. The senior com-
mandant gave orders to assemble and
muster on Nov. 16 from 0900 to 1400
hours for a major collection box distri-
bution and manning the toy deposit
stations. This is a Marine operation,
after all!

The Coastal Point readership area is
very generous, and members of the Ma-
rine Toys for Tots local campaign ex-
pressed their gratitude. The goal is to
collect up to 10,000 more toys before
the end of the year from local commu-
nity boxes, or cash equivalents. Many
will be distributed this year because of
more open community centers and
ability to deploy the toys to less fortu-
nate families.

Sam Uruc is one of the most senior
members of the detachment. He re-
ported that Hocker’s in Ocean View has
been a big help over the years and
called for additional Marine backup
volunteers to work that station.

The detachment reported on other
area hot spots:
• The Salted Rim provides cash and

has delivered more than 10 collection
boxes of toys in past years;

• Tidepool Toys & Games at the
Bethany boardwalk is a major donor
source, since parents and shoppers
can simply buy an extra toy and de-
posit the gift in a collection box;

• The Millville Volunteer Fire Com-
pany is a major “hot spot” for toy col-
lection every year. This time, Gene
Dankewicz of the detachment is
bringing a trailer. Ad Art in George-
town is presently “tricking out” the
trailer with Marine Corps insignia
and Toys for Tots designations.
Dankewicz thanked Ad Art for creat-
ing a branded Toys for Tots trailer.

• Fox’s Pizza locations — especially
Bayside — are great Toys for Tots de-
posit locations;

New Marine Corps League members, above,
are being sworn in with an initial assign-
ment of working the Toys for Tots collection
boxes.
n Photo by Mike Smith

Please turn to page 46



C A R L T O N S
REHOBOTH BEACH

31 REHOBOTH AVENUE
REHOBOTH BEACH, DE 19971
(302) 227-7990 | OPEN DAILY
www.carltonsapparel.com
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Rick Pounsberry Sr., vice commandant
and this year’s coordinator of the
Marine Toys for Tots is pictured at
the Marine Corps League meeting,
giving his marching orders.
n Photo by Mike Smith
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Thank you for a wonderful year!
Happy Holidays To All!

Bruce Mears
DESIGNER/BUILDER

(O) 302.539.2355 | brucemears.com | bruce@brucemears.com

Photo
By:

K
rista

Valliant31370 Railway Rd, Unit 2 | Ocean View, DE 19970Since 1985

Who Better To Build Your House
Than The Man Who Designed It?
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302.537.2800 
Open All Year (closed Tuesdays)
perfectfurnishingsinc.com

39597 Jefferson Bridge Rd. on Rt. 1, Bethany Beach, DE

Perfect 
Furnishings
HOME FURNISHINGS & DESIGN

We wish everyone a safe 
& Happy Holiday!

Fabulous Furniture & Accessories… 
Exceptional Service

The Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots program last
year provided more than 3,700 toys to needy
children in the area, even during the pan-
demic. This year, the First State Detachment
hopes to double the number of children re-
ceiving presents and will provide two toys per
child as it seeks to reduce a present inventory
of more than 5,000 toys already collected
from prior toy drives. (Marine Corps League
officers stand at attention and prepare for toy
drive at a recent meeting)
n Photo by Mike Smith



Past & Present
Gifts•Collectibles

Custom Made Wreaths & Arrangements • Amish Made Furniture & Birdhouses

302-934-8215 | Open Mon-Sat 10am–6pm
108 Main Street Millsboro, DE 19966

Follow us on Facebook
pastandpresentmillsboro

Braided Rugs• Seasonal Décor •Flags 
Candles•Christmas & Sports Flags

Signs and So Much More!

50% off Select Summer, Autumn & Halloween
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• The Country Café on Route 54 has
been involved and actually collects
the most bicycles for Christmas gifts
every year, said the Marines detach-
ment.
Schedules and Toys for Tots drop-

boxes can be found at www.first-
statemarines.org.
Cash and toy collections for Marine

Toys for Tots can also be found at: Jolly
Rogers, Fish Tales, the Green Turtle
and Crab Cake Factory, and all
branches of Taylor Bank will accept
cash or gifts.
During the league meeting, comman-

dants read letters and coloring-book
thank-you notes and passed around
photos from grateful families and toy
recipients:
A youngster nicknamed Jax thanked

the Marines for his “new Spiderman
bike” which he said glows in the dark. It
comes complete with Spiderman mask
and gloves for superhero play action.
Two bikes were donated to another

regional family who sent pictures of the
joy their children expressed in finding a

new bike to ride.
The Marine Toys for Tots Founda-

tion is responsible for the day-to-day
operations of Marine Toys for Tots. An
IRS recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
charity, it serves as the authorized
fundraising and support organization
for the Toys for Tots program. The
foundation provides the leadership,
funding and support needed for suc-
cessful annual toy collection and distri-
bution campaigns. To give to Toys for
Tots this year visit https://www.toysfor-
tots.org/.

First State Detachment Earns
Community Spirit Award

“We have over 130 USMC Marines
in the First State Detachment,” said
Broderick. “We also have the Semper
Fi bike ride. We just raised $10,000 for
the Semper Fi in Americas founda-
tion.”
“We have a bike raffle going on for

an electric bike that has a retail value
of some $3,000,” said Broderick. “We
are kicking off at the home and out-
doors shows in Ocean City [Md.] Con-

vention Center.”
The American Legion Post in Ocean

City is the First State home post and
held its Marine Corps League mem-
bership meeting on Oct. 27th.
Additional fundraising continues

throughout the year: “So we have a
golf outing in June,” said Broderick.
“We have Jeep Week in August. We
are very active in O.C., Worchester
and Sussex County.
“We were just awarded the Spirit

award from Worchester County. That
was a nice surprise for us,” said Brod-
erick.
“Look around in your neighborhood

for the toy collection boxes,” added
Pounsberry.

Additional First State
Detachment Contact info:

Rick Pounsberry
USMarine Corps League
First State Detachment
Senior Vice Commandant
0311Chief@gmail.com

Continued from page 43
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BEACH VALET
Your Personalized Ride Service

Airports & Train Stations

301.602.2628

Washington • Baltimore • Philadelphia

New Hours Thurs-Mon 11am–4pm • 302.539.2311
16 Pennsylvania Ave., by Post Office • Bethany Beach

CELEBRATING OVER 30 YEARS IN BETHANY!

Lyssé | Jag Jeans |  Tribal |  Windriver Sweaters 
Charlie B Coats & Sweaters
Cashmere Reversable Capes 
Nightware | Scarves

Pottery | Sushi & Saké Sets
Jewelry | Hello Kitty | Incense

H A S  I T A L L
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When you hit Bingo on your card, you
can submit the card for a chance to
win a prize package. A winner will be
announced each week on the Band-
stand at 5 p.m. ere will also be a
Cocoa Crawl/Holiday Treat Trail from
5 to 7 p.m. Participants will get a
punch card, and can visit various
downtown businesses fr hot chocolate,
snacks and the opportunity to explore
these stores.

December 20
Santa at the Park—e Town of Dags-

boro is hosting Santa in Katie Helm
Park from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is is
weather-permitting.

December 22
Santa at the Park—e Town of Dags-

boro is hosting Santa in Katie Helm
Park from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. is is
weather-permitting.

December 31
Fireworks Celebration—e Town of

Ocean City (Md.) will be hosting a
New Year’s Eve Fireworks Show at
Northside Park to celebrate the begin-
ning of 2022 and the 29th Annual
Winterfest of Lights. e fireworks
display, which will begin promptly at
midnight, will be accompanied by live
entertainment, warm hot chocolate
and the opportunity to enjoy Winter-
fest.

January 1
Fenwick Freeze — e Fenwick Freeze

will be held at Bayard Street in Fenwick
Island at the ocean, with a rain date
scheduled for Jan. 2. Festivities kick off at
10 a.m., and participants are encouraged
to bring a towel and hot chocolate and
plunge with friends and family. T-shirts
will be available for sale at 9 a.m. and all
proceeds benefit the Fenwick Island
Beach Patrol. For more information and
registration forms, visit
fenwickisland.delaware.gov.

Bethany New Year — e Annual
Hair of the Dog Run & Leo Brady Exer-
cise Like the Eskimos events, hosted by
the Bethany-Fenwick Area Chamber of
Commerce, will take place in Bethany
Beach. e race starts at 10 a.m., while
the icy swim in the ocean starts at noon.
For more details, visit the Chamber’s
website at thequietresorts.com.

Continued from page 33
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Millville to host
tree lighting
B y K e r i n M a g i l l
Staff Reporter

Millville is preparing to host its first an-
nual Christmas Tree Lighting festivities on
Wednesday, Dec. 1, at Evans Park at Mil-
lville.

e 20-foot-tall artificial tree has arrived,
and special “snowflake” lights will be in-
stalled in the park for the holidays, Town
Manager Deborah Botchie said at the Tues-
day, Nov. 9, town council meeting.

e Christmas Tree Lighting will be held
on Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 5 p.m. at Evans
Park at Millville, located on Dukes Drive.
For more information, call the town hall at
(302) 539-0449.

Botchie said the festivities will include
candlelight caroling led by the Ocean View
Church of Christ’s Youth Praise Team, as
well as an ornament-making activity, and
Ugly Sweater and Ugly Hat contests. Food,
such as soups and hot chocolate, will be
available for purchase from Kristina’s
Kitchen and Agape Creamery.

Santa Claus will make an appearance,
and there will be photo booths set up for
festive picture opportunities, Botchie said.
Toys for Tots will also be accepting donated
toys during the evening, she said.

“I’m so excited we’re finally going to be
able to do something in the park,” said
Deputy Mayor Sharon Brienza.

Part of the expense includes the addition
of a menorah — the symbol of the Jewish
holiday Hannukah — to the town’s holiday
décor. e menorah had been requested by
town residents, Botchie said. It will be in-
stalled on town hall property, Brienza said,
mainly because of concerns it might be a
target for vandalism if it was placed at
Evans Park, especially in light of recent
damage to playground equipment there.

Going forward, the Town would incur
about $4,000 each year to pay Christmas
Décor for installation, removal, storage and
maintenance of holiday decorations.

e lights in the park will remain until
the end of January, because this coming
year, it will be a location for the fifth annual
Fire & Ice Festival, set for Jan. 28-30 — an-
other first, as the event expands to include
Millville’s new park.



Reservations Only | Open Year Round
Call for Current Hours

84 Atlantic Avenue | Ocean View, DE 19970 | 302.539.CAFÉ | www.thecafeon26.com | thecafeon26@verizon.net |  |   |  21

Delaware’s
Premier
Beach

Boutique
Restaurant

The Café on 26

Home for the Holidays                                                                                                                                      53

Protect kids by steering
clear of knockoff toys

In the scramble to get the toys children
want this holiday season, experts warn that
people should prioritize safety by sticking
to age-appropriate toys and by avoiding
counterfeit alternatives at all costs.

“Illicit sellers of counterfeit toys may
dupe parents into thinking they’re buying
the real thing, or entice them with lower
prices or the promise of getting the ‘hot toy’
of the holiday season,” said Joan Lawrence,
the Toy Association’s “Toy Safety Mom”
and senior vice president of standards and
regulatory affairs.

“What’s scary is that these illegitimate
sellers are actually peddling fake and unsafe
products that oftentimes don’t comply with
product safety laws. at’s why we always
urge parents to shop from reputable brands
and sellers whose toys have been tested for

compliance with over 100 different safety
standards and tests required by law.”

With the shipping crisis predicted to
have widespread impacts on the availabil-
ity of this holiday season’s most popular
toys, counterfeits are likely to be even
more enticing. And new research con-
ducted by OnePoll on behalf of the Toy
Association suggests that consumers are
not always as vigilant as they should be,
with 65 percent of parents saying they
would purchase knock-off/counterfeit toys
if they couldn’t get their hands on the orig-
inal item and 63 percent indicating they
would buy counterfeits if they were
cheaper. Indeed, 1 in 10 parents are not
even aware that counterfeit toys can be
dangerous for kids to play with.

While looking to snag a hot toy this holi-

day season, steer clear of counterfeit toys
that are not safe or appropriate for a child
by following these tips from PlaySafe.org:

(1) Shop only from reputable brands and
sellers. eir toys have been tested for
compliance with over 100 different safety
standards and tests required by law.

(2) Make sure the brand you’re purchas-
ing from has a professional-looking web-
site. Can’t find a website? at may be a red
flag that you are dealing with an illicit seller.

(3) If a product’s reviews are negative, or
if there aren’t many, it’s a clue the product
could be a fake.

(4) Poorly photoshopped pictures, typos
or spelling mistakes in the online descrip-
tion or packaging are other clues that the
product could be illegitimate, and therefore

Please turn to page 54



See You at the Movies!

Box Office: (302) 732-3744 • www.ilovetheclayton.com
33246 Main St., Dagsboro, DE 19939

OPEN 7 NIGHTS A WEEK!
7:00 PM with Weekend Matinees at 3:00 PM

Gift Cer tificates
& T-Shir ts

Available at the
Box Office

CLOSED Christmas Eve
OPEN Christmas Day for
7pm show only
Box Office Opens 1/2-Hour Before Showtime
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unsafe.
(5) Can’t find a toy on your child’s wish

list? Wait for a trusted retailer to restock
the product. Buying fake or cheaper al-

ternatives is just not worth the risk.
In addition to avoiding knockoff toys,

helping ensure a child’s safety during the
gift-giving season also means shopping
for toys only appropriate for their age.

According to e Toy Association survey,
76 percent of parents read age recom-
mendations on toy packaging before pur-
chasing. However, 40 percent admitted
they view age labels on toys as sugges-
tions instead of a warning, and 68 per-
cent would give their child a toy
recommended for older children.

Be sure to follow age recommenda-
tions on toy packaging, which are not
mere suggestions but firm recommenda-
tions made by safety experts that are
based on childhood developmental
stages.

For more safe shopping tips, visit
www.PlaySafe.org, a toy safety resource
site.

“With your vigilance, you can keep the
merriest time of year happy, healthy and
joyful by ensuring your child doesn’t un-
wrap a potential safety hazard,” said
Lawrence.

— S o u r c e : S t a t e P o i n t

Continued from page 53

Safety first during the holiday season, and, re-
ally, any time of year — especially when it
comes to children.
n (c) Nattakorn Maneerat / iStock via Getty
Images



We’re more than just a
team of professional

real estate agents.

We’re a true part of
the community.

Bethany Beach Sales Office 302.539.9040 • 33298 Coastal Highway, Bethany Beach, DE 19930

Happy Holidays!

Home for the Holidays                                                                                                                                      55



patible with the new Apple Pen 2, with its
magnetic attachment to the tablet that also
allows it to recharge wirelessly.

e lingering issue with buying the Mini
is that they fall into a no-man’s land be-
tween today’s larger phone screens and
ultra-portable full-size tablets or tablet-
style laptops. Consider whether your gift
recipient will have use for something that
is bigger than a pocketable phone but
doesn’t offer a full-size screen for drawing

or taking more extensive notes or watching
longer videos.

e new Apple Watch 7 isn’t a tremen-
dous departure from its prior generation.
A slightly larger screen offers more real es-
tate for watch-based apps, which means
the new tiny watch keypad can be used for
those longer text messages or grocery lists
on the fly, without the noise of transcrip-
tion or the pain of handwriting recogni-
tion. But those waiting for rumored new
health features should consider postponing
an upgrade until the Watch 8, which could

arrive with blood-pressure sensing or even
blood-sugar monitoring.

(2) For the Android fan — If Apple’s de-
vices don’t float your boat, or that of your
gift recipient, consider some of the new
Android-based devices that feature
groundbreaking folding screens. A prior it-
eration of the technology fell flat when

Serving Specialty Coffee, Espresso, Chai, 
Cappuccinos, Loose-Leaf Tea, Hot Chocolate,

Matcha Lattes, Tea Lattes, and more.

Rotating Pastry and Gluten-Free Options

New Location!
117 Atlantic Ave, Ocean View, DE

Opening Inside
in the Spring

of 2022

Across from Lord Baltimore Elementary School in Ocean View
IN A YELLOW TRAILER

Operating 7 Days a Week from 7:30am-12:30pm
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Come See Us This Holiday Season!
FURNITURE • ANTIQUES • GIFTS • LOCAL ART
HOME & KITCHEN • VINTAGE FINDS

Follow us on Facebook & Instagram for Seasonal Events & Sales
33119 Main St.

Dagsboro, DE
(302) 927-0601

www.piecesonmain.com
@piecesonmain        piecesonmain

Current Hours
Sunday & Monday 10-4

Tuesday & Wednesday open by chance
Thursday, Friday, & Saturday 10-5

Private Shopping Appointments are Available.  Please Call for More Details.
Above, Apple’s new Apple Watch Series 7.
n Photo courtesy Apple, Inc.

Continued from page 21



MICHAEL ORHELEIN Take a piece of  the beach home with you!

THE BEACH LIFE GALLERY & BETHANY FINE ART GALLERY
100 Garfield Pkwy, Bethany Beach • 302-542-1639 • bethanyfinearts.com

Open Friday through Monday year round. We ship.
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screens broke even on early use, but
the 2021 versions, such as the Samsung
Galaxy Z Fold 3 and Galaxy Z Flip 3.

e Fold unfolds itself into a tablet-
style device about the size of an iPad
Mini, which sets the device solidly in
the zone between large phone and
mini-tablet, so you’re not debating
whether to bring along a second, or
third, device. Pen support is available
with the Fold, but just like with the
Apple tablets, you’ll have to shell out
for the pen separately.

e Flip uses an even smaller form
factor, and is more pocketable, but has
a somewhat more prominent center
crease in the screen when it’s folded
out. Both have a secondary screen for
the most vital information to show
even when they’re folded. at’s in
contract to Microsoft’s Surface Duo 2,
which uses a two-screen combined
workspace instead of a foldable single
screen.

Lastly, Motorola has brought back
its Razr branding with the 5G, which
folds down to a miniscule 3.6 by 2.9 by
.63 inches, in a new take on the flip
phone. is one is targeted right at the

youth market, with the ability to fit
neatly into even a small pocket, but to
fold open for video shoots and stream-
ing to social media.

(3) Video doorbells — ese secu-
rity/time-saving devices are becoming
nearly ubiquitous, both in TV advertis-
ing and in your neighbors’ homes.
Amazon’s Ring ecosystem offers simple
video doorbells that show you who’s at
the door and let you talk to them, no
matter where you are, as well as inte-
rior security cameras to monitor inside
your home, and floodlights that turn
on when motion is detected and then
show you who’s there. ey even have
a mailbox sensor to tell you when it’s
time to check the mailbox.

Ring cameras also integrate with
several brands of remote door lock sys-
tems, so you can opt to let the pizza
delivery person in to drop your pie on
your entryway table and then lock up
behind them once it’s safely inside, all
while monitoring the doorway, inside
and out, via video.

A video doorbell also lets you ac-Samsung’s Galaxy Z Fold 3 might be right up your
alley, if Apple devices aren’t your cup of joe.
n Photo courtesy Samsung Electronics Please turn to page 58



Join us for
Ocean View’s

Old Town Holiday Market,
Tree Lighting &
Trail of  Lights!

Sat., Nov. 27th 1pm-6pm
John West Park

Rain Date Nov. 28th

Unique Vendors (start your holiday shopping)
Food sales (Boy Scout Troop 281) including hot dogs,

roasted chestnuts, hot chocolate & more!
Free train rides through the park 1-5pm!
Special visitor from the North Pole (4:30pm)

Tree lighting at dusk!
Holiday movie on our large screen 

after the tree lighting!
PLUS! A 2pm Ribbon Cutting for the Coastal Towns

Museum’s Hall’s Store – presided over by 
Lt. Governor Bethany Hall Long

OceanViewDe.gov
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knowledge the UPS driver when they ring
the bell and even tell them to leave a pack-
age in a certain spot outside or ask them to
return with it tomorrow. It’s the first stage
in ensuring those “porch pirates” don’t
ruin your day. Consider integrating with a
remote door lock system for customizable
access and security options for your home.

(4) Smart appliances — Whether it’s a

smart toaster oven that lets you program a
cooking cycle from your sofa, a smart
pressure cooker that lets you start dinner
while still at work or a smart refrigerator
that lets you peek inside remotely so you
can ensure your grocery list is complete,
smart appliances are increasingly present
in the modern home. e phrase “the in-
ternet of things” is often heard when talk
turns to such devices, referring to the in-
creasing ubiquitousness of internet-inte-

grated devices in the home.
One of Amazon’s first smart devices was

its microwave oven, which can be told, via
Alexa, to perform such tasks as reheating a
cup of coffee, add time to a defrost cycle or
start popping that movie-time treat while
you’re still cueing up that night’s showing.
But third-party appliances with remote
feature integration now include hybrid air-

Continued from page 57

A Ring Video Doorbell 2 was released this
year and could be an excellent idea for a gift
for a loved one.
n Photo courtesy Ring

Please turn to page 60
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302-537-7373
saltedrimde.com

35553 Atlantic Ave., Millville 

Sun-Thurs 11:30–10pm

Fri & Sat 11:30–12am

Pricing & Specials subject to 
change without notice 

All-You-Can-Eat Buffet
Thursday, November 25 | 1-8 p.m.
Adults $30 | Kids (8 & under) $15 

Infants (2 & under) FREE
Dining is on a first come, first served, 

walk-in basis only.

Homecoming Party
Wednesday, November 24 | 8:30 p.m.

Featuring DJ Josh

Black
Friday 

Gift Cards
Friday, 11/26 • Saturday 11/27 • Sunday 11/28

Purchase
$100 gift card, get $50 promo gift card free
$50 gift card, get $25 promo gift card free

Can be purchased online, visit
saltedrimde.com

New Year’s Eve Special 
Gourmet Menu

4:00 to 9:00 p.m. | Dinner
Ring in the new year at midnight 
with champagne and party favors.

DJ Pat | 8:00 p.m.

Specials
Lunch Specials
11:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. (dine-in only)

Dinner Specials
4:00 to  9:00 p.m. (dine-in only)

Happy Hour Food & Drink Specials Daily
Sunday NFL Football Specials - All Day
WE HAVE THE TICKET | 17 TV’s

Game Nights

Thursday M-I-N-G-O @7pm
Wednesday T-R-I-V-I-A @7pm
Monday B-I-N-G-O @6pm

Events

Entertainment
Friday & Saturday nights at 8pm
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OPEN DAILY - 10AM
302.539.9334
ON THE BOARDWALK • BETHANY BEACH
JEWELRY REPAIR & WATCH BATTERY INSTALLATION

Bethany Beach
& South Bethany
Bracelets

fryer toaster ovens and pressure cookers.
And if you want to ensure your clothes are
really dry, even before you get out of bed in
the morning, a connected clothes dryer
can run another cycle.

Some variations on smart cooking appli-
ances come with their own food systems,
with prepared meals (frozen or refriger-
ated) getting their own codes that are
scanned into the appliances or their apps,
turning out perfectly cooked food accord-
ing to manufacturers’ instructions. (Check
out the Tovala oven and its meal service, or
the Suvie systems.) Some of these devices
can offer moist cooking for an entrée while
cooking a crispy side air-fryer style — all at
the same time, and some allow you to stick
a dish in the oven in the morning and will
hold it chilled until it’s time to start cook-
ing and deliver you a ready-to-eat meal at a
time you select. It’s the next best thing to a
“Star Trek” food replicator.

And if an automated bartender is of
more interest than the futuristic easy-prep
food, look at the Bartesian cocktail ma-
chine, which uses your favorite brands of
alcohol and drink pods to mix up the per-
fect adult beverage, or even a mocktail for
those who prefer their liquid fun without
the buzz.

(5) Digital scales with WiFi or Bluetooth
connectivity — With the holidays arriving,
there’s also holiday eating season, to be fol-
lowed by the ubiquitous weight and other
health goals. Getting healthy can be much
easier if you can keep track of your stats
over time and quantify things such as ac-
tual body fat vs. the ballpark BMI measure,
which may not accurately reflect health.
When you gain those 2 pounds overnight,
it helps to know that it’s actually 3 pounds
of muscle added from your extra workouts
and one pound of fat lost because you
opted for just one helping of mashed pota-
toes.

Compare features and reviews on differ-
ent models and manufacturers. If you don’t
mind having to launch an app on your
phone to capture today’s weigh-in, versus
having it automatically upload data to your
health tracking apps, you can shave a good
bit off the cost of one of these scales. e
higher-end Withings scale is a longtime fa-
vorite of mine at around $100, but Eufy’s
Smart Scale can be obtained for as little as
$30.

(6) Gametime, virtually — When we’re
not video-calling or TV-streaming, an-

Continued from page 58



other entertainment option is videogames.
And modern video games are — literally
— looking a little different from the tradi-
tional console games played at a TV.
ey’re even going beyond the controller-
based interactive games, like the Wii
games we were playing 15 years ago.
Today, games are going virtual. Virtual
reality, that is.

Among several virtual-reality
gaming devices, the Oculus Quest 2
— the latest in the Facebook-
owned Oculus line of
virtual reality systems
— combines the
portability of the first-
generation Quest
with the desktop
computer compati-
bility of the Rift line.
At $300 to $400 (plus
optional computer
cable for $80), it’s not an
inexpensive purchase, but it
can open up a wide world of ex-
periences when many of us are still
sticking close to home.

VR programs and video can transport
us to exotic locales right in our living
rooms, and multi-player environments can
offer the chance to play and experience co-
operatively, whether you’re in the next
room or across the country. at
goes for traditional console
games, many of which are avail-
able on virtual-reality platforms
now, and for those that take maxi-
mum advantage today’s virtual re-
ality systems.

Check out the many exercise-
focused games, from rhythm-based games
such as Beat Saber and FitXR (a hybrid
martial arts/rhythm game that’s a personal
favorite for this computer-potato) to
something like Racket NX, where racquet-
ball, pinball and a “breakout” game collide,
or even take a virtual bike ride on that sta-
tionary bike with VZFit, where you can
enjoy the scenery and some gamification
of your exercise goals without leaving the
house.

(7) Smart toys for smart kids — We’ve
come a long way from the original genera-
tion of smart toys, with their cartridge-
based games. Today’s kids can get a smart
watch of their own, whether a chunky big-
button device by Fisher-Price designed to
delight toddlers or a higher-end device that
offers learning games for the 7-year-old
along with a built-in camera, alarms and

more.
Vtech’s KidiZoom Smartwatch DX2 is

splashproof, sized for kids and can shoot
videos, photos and selfies, complete with

kid-focused filters,
as well as offer-

ing AR
(aug-

mented
real-

ity)

games and security features that ensure
parental supervision. e PlayZoom Kids
Smartwatch is another option, featuring a
blinged-out style for the young glamour-
girl, along with matching headphones,
built-in camera, MP3 player and more
than a dozen learning games.

Lego’s robotics lines, including Boost,
and the Cozmo, Osmo and Sphero robot-
ics toys offer kids not only the chance to
build and use a robot, but to program
them for various tasks — getting even
young kids involved in the future-focused
skill of coding and programming. e
Artie robot can even be programmed to
draw shapes. e Intelino Smart Train
takes the classic toy train and makes it
smart, with programmable tiles to foster
creative play and coding skills.

Taking off from the robotics angle, Leka

is an interactive robotic companion de-
signed for kids on the autism spectrum, of-
fering sensory stimulus and encouraging
social interaction. Lego’s Vidiyo uses AR to
help kids make their own music and music
videos with their Lego characters and
sound effects components. And Fisher-
Price’s Teach ‘n Tag Movie is a toy robot
designed to get young kids listening and
following directions.

Mario Kart Live brings the excitement of
the classic video games into your living
room, with physical versions of the racing
games’ cars, equipped with cameras for a

Mario-like view and the option to com-
pete in multi-player games.

Little Bits electronics blocks
kits are moving into the true

robotics genre with their
Star Wars-themed R2-
D2 model that can be
reconfigured for new
skills and customized
however the kids (big
or small) want to.
ere are also kits for
the music creator and

more, all offering
high-tech learning op-

tions that play just like
toys.
AR options for kids in-

clude the Personal Planetarium,
which overlays star charts over the
real-life night sky, and the Orboot
Interactive AR Globe, which turns
a physical globe into an educa-
tional trip around the world, fea-
turing games, mysteries, cultural
information and more. Virtual

Pong uses a simulated light to hit back and
forth between two players or by a solo
player, with the ultimate safe setting for the
living room, since there are no physical
balls.

(8) Fun for the whole family — Drones
have become commonplace today, from
the high-end camera-equipped ones used
by photographers to the pocket-sized toys
for kids. eir range of options and sizes is
matched by their prices, with midrange op-
tions for amateurs going for $500 or so, or a
kids’ toy, such as the Force1 UFO 4000
Mini Drone, for $50 or less. (While the kids
won’t have to worry about the FAA with
their toys, would-be pro-am drone flyers
should make sure to check the local rules
on where it’s OK to fly and where it’s not.)

For those looking for great gift for a gamer, virtual reality
headsets could be worth a look at. Oculus has several options
to choose from including the Oculus Rift 2, pictured above.
n Photo courtesy Oculus

Please turn to page 62
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& Package

Wines, Beer, Spirits, 
Cocktails & Seltzers

98 Garfield Pkwy., Unit 108 • 302-616-2657
Open Sun-Thurs 12–7pm • Fri & Sat 12–8pm
In the Blue Surf Building on the Boardwalk

Glassware, Cocktail Mixers and Wine Accessories
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If your idea of family fun is a lit-
tle more earthbound, look for the
Xbox Series S console, which is the
latest and greatest in the Xbox
lineup. It’s already been in high de-
mand, even before the holiday sea-
son, so if you’re looking at this one,
snap it up before its gone!

And if earthbound fun means
digging in the dirt (or avoiding
doing so while still reaping the re-
wards of a bountiful harvest), look
at the various smart-gardens on the
market now. You’ve got more than
just the Aerogarden to choose
from. e Personal Rise Garden
connects to an app to spare even
the least-green-thumbed from
dead plans, notifying you when to
feed and water. e Smart Garden
3 comes with nutrients right in its
plant pods, and provides auto-
mated, calibrated light, water and
nutrients, with more than 50 plant
varieties available.

And for the fuzzy friend in the
family, consider the Furbo, a com-

bination treat dispenser and video
camera that lets you visit with Fido
remotely and even give him a spe-
cial treat, all from your phone.

Finally, if you have a big reader
in your family, the latest generation
of Amazon’s Kindle Paperwhite e-
ink reader was recently released,
featuring a bigger screen, wireless
Qi (Signature edition only) or
wired USB-C charging (part of a
wave of consolidation in charging
standards), adjustable color tem-
perature to reduce impacts from
nighttime reading and more LEDs
in its backlight. ey’re waterproof
to the IPX8 standard and offer up
to 32GB of storage for the ravenous
bibliophile (Signature edition). And
if you’re looking for a bargain, snap
up a 2018 model, for $90, about
half the price of the new Signature
edition.

Continued from page 61

For the avid reader in your family,
Amazon’s Kindle Paperwhite e-ink
reader might be the way to go.
n Photo courtesy Amazon, Inc.



302.500.2249
www.kristinaskitchen19.com
35581AtlanticAve.,Millville,DE19967
Insta&FB: @Kristinas.kitchen19
Open: Tues-Sat, 7am-3pm

Sun, 8-2 (hours are subject to change)

Offering a wide variety of gluten-free options and vegan choices.

Coffees | Smoothies | Baked Goods
Breakfast and lunch served all day!

Place your holiday orders now!

Thanksgiving
Take home

side dishes and desserts

Pumpkin Roll, Apple Pie,
Smith Island Cakes and more!

Bakery Boxes
(with cookies, scones, muffins & croissants)

w!

e!

nts)

Online ordering
is highly

recommended!
We have hot

chocolate bombs!
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(BPT) Watching TV, playing video
games, tapping from app to app — the pull
of screen time can be irresistible for kids
and creates an ongoing dilemma for many

parents. While technology is a wonderful
resource for staying connected, experts
agree that less is more — especially for kids.

“As the holiday season approaches, in-

stead of turning to the latest tech gifts, fam-
ilies have an opportunity to bond over
something other than devices,” said Ginny
Yurich, creator of 1,000 Hours Outside — a
global movement designed to help people
of all ages set aside screens and get outside.

is holiday season, Yurich teamed up
with Circle Parental Controls to offer her
top six gift ideas to get families outside, not
to the Internet. Her number one tip:

P a r e n t a l
c o n t r o l s f o r
y o u r d e v i c e s

“Get yourself an early present, and set up
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GET THIS CRAP
OUT OF MY HOUSE!
BIG or small, I’ll haul it all!

302.236.2670
Residential • Commercial • Realtors

Snow Shoveling • Clean-Outs

Help reduce screen time
for kids with these tips

Please turn to page 65



Furniture & Accessories
for Home & Garden

Ho Ho Holidays are Here – Stop in for Stress Free Shopping!

On the corner, south of the stoplight | 33034 Main St., Dagsboro

Local Art – Vintage – Unusual – Antique Architectural Salvage

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK AND INSTAGRAM 
AT WWW.JAYNESRELIABLE.COM | EMAIL: JAYNESRELIABLE/GMAIL.COM

302.927.0049 
Current Hours: Friday,Sunday 10am.4pm
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Give the Gift ofTheatre
Season Ticket • Individual Tickets

Classes • Summer Camps 

2022 SEASON
39 Steps Submission

Victor 
Victoria

Other Desert
Cities

Emma Little 
Mermaid

Sylvia

Lightning
Thief

Grease

Little 
Shop of
Horrors

Elf

9-5

Joseph
& the Technicolor

Dream Coat

20 Baltimore Avenue
Rehoboth Beach, DE
302-227-2270

clearspacetheatre.org

clear space
theatre company

Gift Card

a screen time management and parental
controls device like Circle before the un-
wrapping even begins. With Circle, you can
be sure screens don’t get in the way of all
the fun and enrichment the following gifts
can provide. Circle’s ability to manage
every family member’s device both inside
and outside the home means you can
spend more time being together and less
time arguing over screen time.”

1. Outerwear for outdoor play
Give the gift of adventure with clothing

that keeps your kids warm and comfortable
when they’re moving outdoors. A base
layer that absorbs water, such as merino
wool, will help kids feel dry and warm so
they can stay outside longer. We love the
merino wool base layers from Chasing
Windmills Kids and we’ve gotten a lot of
use out of the mud boots from Lone Cone
Shop that are made to withstand rugged
childhood play throughout an entire sea-
son.

2. Miniature figurines
From animals and fairies to knights and

Continued from page 64
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dragons, TOOBS Miniature Figurines
come in a wide variety of choices and make
great stocking stuffers. eir small size al-
lows for easy transport so you can always
have a few toys on hand. Whether you’re
outdoors, at a restaurant or waiting for an
appointment, your kids can make up games
and play creatively.

3. Puppets
Folkmanis puppets are heirloom quality

puppets that you could use in a variety of
settings, both indoors and outdoors. Pup-

pets help children with their dexterity as
well as their social skills and imagination.

4. Sand Ice Cream Set
ere’s something extra special about

making ice cream cones out of dirt and
sand and decorating them with different
grasses and flowers. I’ll take a double scoop
of chocolate please! We love that it comes
in its own little bucket, making clean-up a
breeze.

5. Toys Designed for Outdoor Play
Haba has a line of toys designed for out-

door play called Terra Kids. ese toys are
meant to let your children explore and play

by their own rules and include items like
hang gliders that will soar through the air,
kites, cork boats and lanterns.

6. Scavenger hunt games
Who doesn’t love a good scavenger

hunt? Get the entire family up and moving
for a short game — or stretch out your
scavenger list and make an entire day of
fun.

Don’t let the holidays be all about the lat-
est tech trends. Use this list — and Circle
Parental Controls — to help reduce screen
time and encourage your kids to pursue a
variety of interests.

Stir up some Christmas Magic
Visit our Magical Holiday Wonderland!
An Ecclectic Mix of  Unique Home & Garden 
Accents, Accessories & Gifts
Shop & Sip at Perks Coffee Bar (back of  the shop)! 
Fresh brews and yummy baked goods during store hours

1500 Coastal Hwy. • Fenwick Island, DE
302.539.3603 • PotteryPlaceDe.com
Store Hours:
Sunday: 10am-5pm • Monday-Saturday 9am-5pm
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Join Us for the Holidays!

All things Blue Water can be found on our website • bluewatergrillmillsboro.com • 226 Main St. • Downtown Millsboro

302-934-5160 • Private Room Available Mon & Tues • Call for Details 

Holiday Desserts available for preorder from the 
Blue Water Bakery …whole pies, cobblers, cakes 

Scratch kitchen, homemade everything! Daily and weekly specials

Holiday sides available as well for preorder for
Thanksgiving & Christmas

Give us a call for details or visit our website 
Carry out available…order online 

Curbside pick up, catering, reservations 

Happy Hour Wednesday-Friday 3-6pm
All day Sunday

FREE PARKING IS NOW AVAILABLE ON MAIN STREET & IN TWO MUNICIPAL LOTS

BLACK FRIDAY GIFT CERTIFICATE SALE
PURCHASE $100 AND RECEIVE A COMPLIMENTARY $25 CERTIFICATE

Closed for Thanksgiving & Christmas
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(BPT) What’s in those delicious holiday
cookies? How come it’s hard to breathe
while decking the halls? Is that adorable
puppy in the big red bow causing you to

have a big red nose?
“e holiday season is full of fun festivi-

ties and beloved traditions, many of which
present unique challenges to people with

allergies or asthma,” explained Dr. Mark
Corbett, president of the American College
of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology
(ACAAI). “Fortunately, with a thoughtful
mindset and proactive approach, you can
enjoy a season full of merriment and good
cheer.”

Corbett and the experts at ACAAI share
tips for managing asthma and allergy trig-
gers throughout the winter holidays:

D o n ’ t l e t
‘ a c h o o s ’ r u i n
y o u r h o l i d a y s

Indoor allergens are often invisible.

(302) 406-5864 • 117 Atlantic Ave. • Millville, DE 19967
Open Thursday-Monday • 10–6pm ( Closed Tuesday & Wednesday) 

VintageToys& Games

Toys, Board Games and the
best selection ofVintage
Findson the Eastern Shore

302.406.0135•yesterdaysfuntoys.com
117 AtlanticAve. •Millville,DE 19967

Open Thurs-Sunday 10am–6pm (Closed Mon, Tues, Wed)
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www.mageefarms.com
34887 Lighthouse Road, Selbyville, DE • (302) 519-6881 

A Family Farm Since 1865

Open 
Thursday-Sunday 
9am-5pm

Fall/Winter Produce-Firewood-Cider
Honey-Jams-Local Meats

Christmas Trees, Wreaths, Holiday
Decor available Thanksgiving Weekend

Experts advise how to
manage asthma, allergies

Please turn to page 69



302-539-1839 • 38320 Muddy Neck Road (2 miles from Bethany Beach) 
Monday - Saturday  – 9-4, Sunday – 11-3
info@inlandbaysgardencenter.com

Fri. November 19th - Fri. December 24th

John Donato Art • Delaware Bay Clay • Tall Oak Trading
C Glass Sisters • Pieceful Designs Mosaics • Glass Fondu  
Salt Town Candle • Tapestry  Glass • Davis Crafted Fiber Art
Local Wave Studio • Moon Shelf Paper • Douglas Apiary 

Backyard Jams and Jellies • 4 Acres Living Alpaca 
Pigment of the Imagination

Holiday Art Gallery

Register for Holiday Workshops @ inlandbaysgardencenter.com/events
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Grooming 
Services

Available

Grooming By Appointment Monday-Saturday – Open Daily at 9 AM
302.539.9382 – MillvillePetStop.com – 35167 Atlantic Ave., Millville

When rotating holiday decor in your
home, make sure to wipe down items to
remove triggers like dust and mold. Ad-
ditionally, whether you’re decorating for
Hanukkah or Christmas, opt for allergy-
and asthma-friendly decorations to set
the holiday mood. Try battery-operated
flameless candles rather than traditional
candles which produce smoke and can
cause an asthma flare.

While you can take steps to limit al-
lergy and asthma triggers in your own
home, you have less control when travel-
ing. Whether it’s an afternoon celebra-
tion or week-long escape, plan ahead by
bringing everything you need, including
allergy medicine and asthma inhalers.
Some people opt to travel with their own
allergy-proof pillow or pillow case and
other personal items to ensure comfort if
staying overnight.

A p a w s - i t i v e l y
f u n h o l i d a y

Whether it’s cozy snuggles, playing
games or capturing a special picture, pets
can help make holidays bright. However,
when pets are around, dander is a con-
cern. Even if pets spend much of their
time outdoors, they may be inside more
as temperatures drop, and this means in-
creased dander throughout your home.

To help with pet allergies, try to keep
your pets only in certain rooms rather
than giving them access to the whole
home. It can be especially effective to
keep them out of bedrooms to facilitate
better sleep. If you’re staying at someone
else’s home with a pet, close the door to
the room where you’re sleeping. You
should also be mindful of limiting how
much you pet your cat or dog, and when
you do, wash your hands immediately af-
terward.

F o o d a l l e r g i e s
d o n ’ t b r i n g
g o o d c h e e r

If you or a loved one has a food allergy,
it’s important to remain vigilant in asking
about ingredients before trying foods.
Never assume that just because you cook

Continued from page 68
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SERVING THE AREA FOR 35 YEARS

LEWES SHOWROOM
18412 Narrow Road 
Lewes, DE 19958
302-684-8588

61 Atlantic Ave
Ocean View, DE 19970

302-829-8650

OCEAN VIEW SHOWROOM

Andersen Windows and Doors
Hurricane Shutters • Storm Doors

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are trademarks of Andersen Corporation. ©2021 Andersen Corporation. All rights  reserved.

Custom Cabinetry,
Countertops, and Hardware

Decking & Railing • Cable Rail

BSD uses Quality Andersen® Products1986-2021
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Peace On Earth

Anne Powell
Coldwell Banker Realty
302.245.9245(c)
Annie@AnniePowell.com

Professional | Informed | Connected
Award Winning Services Since 2006 | Licensed in DE & MD

Goodwill To Men

Home for the Holidays                                                                                                                                      71

Avoid the pain of shipping
Holiday plans may look different again

this year. Some families will choose to host
small gatherings, while others may cele-
brate from the comfort of home instead of
traveling. For those who won’t be spending
the holidays with loved ones — and if this
season is anything like 2020, many will stay
at home — here’s how to ensure a timely,
damage-free arrival for those shipped gifts.

B e a w a r e
o f s h i p p i n g
d e a d l i n e s

Each year, the United States Postal Serv-
ice and other major shipping companies re-
lease deadlines to help people plan timely
delivery of packages during their busiest
season of the year. Whether manually ship-
ping gifts or ordering them online, priori-
tizing those deadlines is key. Give shipping

ample time. Aim to have packages shipped
about 10 to 12 days before the holiday. e
USPS recommends no later than Dec.15
for ground shipping.

I n v e s t i n a
q u a l i t y b o x

While it may be tempting to use any old
box that’s hanging out in the garage, worn-
down boxes are much more likely to crum-
ple in transit. Additionally, if the package is
too big for its contents, there’s a risk of
things rolling or shaking; if it’s too small,
there’s a risk of tearing and breaking.

With this in mind, consider investing in
new, quality boxes. ey can be cost-effec-
tive, made from recycled, durable materi-
als, and available in a variety of sizes to
meet postal regulations, so it’s possible to
pick the best fit that protects from damage,
while keeping shipping costs down.

P i c k p r o p e r
p a c k i n g t a p e

When investing in shipping supplies,
don’t forget to include a strong, easy-to-
use packing tape. Lower-quality options
may lead to splitting or tearing, which is
a recipe for disaster when shipping holi-
day presents (or even for storing décor
until next year). Pick a tape that offers
premium quality and tough adhesion, to
keep boxes and packages secure during
shipping.

Stronger and more durable than ordi-
nary tapes, a quality packing tape is de-
signed to seal even the heaviest boxes
safely and securely to help prevent items
inside from being damaged during deliv-
ery.

Please turn to page 72



Specializing in Residential 
& Commercial Flooring
Free Estimates | Sales & Service
Mohawk Floorscapes � Ceramic Tile �
Carpet � LVP Flooring � Vinyl �
Laminate � Hardwood Floors �
Hunter Douglas Window Treatments Main Street, Dagsboro, DE

302-732-6661 � dagsboropaint.com

Happy Holidays!
Thanks for the 2021 Business 
and looking forward to 2022!
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A d d p r o t e c t i o n
Handle fragile packages with extra care

by including the all-important layer of bub-
ble cushioning. Such cushioning easily con-
forms around treasured objects and helps

prevent shifts and damage during shipping.
e best material maintains consistent,
light-as-air cushioning while filling empty
voids in boxes, so items stay put. For best
protection, make sure the bubbles are fac-
ing the gift to cushion any impact.

P e r s o n a l i z e
t h e p a c k a g e

For those who prefer a greener option,
craft paper is protective, versatile and sus-
tainable. When made from 100 percent recy-
cled material, shipping paper can be easily
added to standard curbside recycling bins.

Plus, it makes it easy to wrap up and ship
out large boxes, and can be used to fill
packaging voids, so items stay in place. Or,
as a fun indoor activity throughout winter,
kids may enjoy using the paper to create
customized, DIY wrapping paper. Other
special touches to a long-distance holiday
delivery could be including a thoughtful
note or adding a drop of essential oil to the
ribbon.

e holidays can be stressful. By plan-
ning ahead and having the proper supplies
on-hand, people will be able to quickly
cross “ship holiday gifts” off their to-do list
and enjoy the magic of the season.

— S o u r c e : S t a t e P o i n t

It always pays to plan for the holidays, but
this year probably requires more of that than
most, for numerous reasons.
n StatePoint
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said Beyblade and Bakugan toys — which
were under Christmas trees 15 and 20
years ago — are now hot again.

“ings come and go, and they come
back again,” Heneghan said.

Whatever toys make it to the top of lists
this year, all three toy store owners said
shoppers should shop as early as they can,
due to potential supply-chain issues this
year. Smyth said she has been told by one
manufacturer representative, for toy and
puzzle maker Ravensburger, that she
shouldn’t expect another shipment until
after the holidays.

Fortunately, there are plenty of opportu-
nities to celebrate the holidays in the com-
ing weeks by shopping locally — whether it
be Small Business Saturday, the day after
Black Friday, or Winter Wonderland, the
Bethany Beach holiday celebration that of-
fers activities and shopping opportunities
throughout December.

Continued from page 8

Left, a hand puppet at Tidepool Toys.
Right, a Sherlock Holmes game, available
at Myriads Toys.
n Photos by Kerin Magill



JJ Stones
98 Gar f ie ld Pkwy, Bethany Beach

302 - 539 -  4700 • Open Dai ly 10-5
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something without certain ingredients,
other people will do the same. People
with severe allergies might be sensitive to
even trace amounts of certain foods, so
it’s important to ask. When in doubt,
pass on a treat with unknown ingredi-
ents. And always carry two epinephrine
auto injectors in case of an emergency.

When visiting someone’s home for a
gathering, make sure they are aware of
your allergy so they can plan accordingly.
To ease the ask, offer to bring a dish to
share that you know is safe to eat. at
way if options are limited, you know
there is something you can enjoy. And re-
member, if you are hosting an event in
your home, extend kindness by asking if
any of your guests have allergies so you
can prepare a thoughtful menu.

I t ’ s t h e m o s t
s n i f f l e - f i l l e d
t i m e o f y e a r

In addition to the ongoing pandemic,
the holiday season aligns with respiratory
illness season. If you have asthma, it’s
particularly important to wash your
hands regularly. e best way to elimi-
nate germs is to wash your hands with
soap and water for at least 20 seconds.
at’s about the time it takes to sing the
chorus of Jingle Bells twice.

If you haven’t already, get a COVID
vaccination and your annual flu vaccina-
tion. It’s OK to get them at the same time,
according to the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention. If you’ve been
invited to other people’s homes, you may
want to ask in advance if they are vacci-
nated against COVID. Some people
choose to wear masks indoors and at pri-
vate gatherings, so continue to do this if
it makes you more comfortable.

CALL 302-539-7525

A Public 18-Hole Mid-Length Golf Course
Challenging for the accomplished golfer, yet welcoming from the forward tees  
Affordable & Convenient

proshop@saltpondgolf.com 
www.saltpondgolf.com
402 Bethany Loop, Bethany Beach, DE 19930

20% off any 
pro shop 

merchandise
(total purchase excludes golf balls)
Expires 12/31/21 • Coupon must be presented

Perfect Holiday Gift
Visit our Pro Shop for the

Continued from page 69



Let us help you spend every
holiday at the beach
WWW.BUYATTHEBEACH.COM

Paul Sicari, Jenn Jones, Will Melton, Rich Meadows

(302) 360-0300
Keller Williams Realty
39682 Sunrise Court

Bethany Beach, DE 19930
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Entertain for less

e holiday season brings an abundance
of feelings that may include joy, comfort,
gratitude, and unfortunately, stress. Don’t
let the task of entertaining friends and fam-
ily break the bank or your back.

Instead, create memorable gatherings
with loved ones while saving time and
money in the process using these hosting
tips from Dollar General:

D e l i c a t e d é c o r
Creating the right ambiance in a space is

key to holiday decorating success. Begin by

You don’t have to break the bank to enjoy the
best parts of the holiday season.
n Photo Source: (c) Deagreez / iStock via
Getty Images

Please turn to page 83



Securities and advisory services offered through United Planners Financial Services, Member
FINRA/SIPC. Loftus Wealth Strategies and United Planners Financial Services are not af2liated

Home Owner in Bethany Beach for 20 years

Proud to be living in and serving the local community as
a Financial Advisor for 11 years

Live Local, Invest Local

Evan Hine Michael P. Loftus
Contact: 302-251-8901 - Bethany Beach, DE

www.loftuswealthstrategies.com

Wishing you a beautiful holiday season
and a new year of peace and happiness
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Preparing the home
for holiday guests

Cooler temperatures, outings to the
Christmas-tree farm, game nights and holi-

day feasts. Now that the holiday season is
here, it’s time to prep the home for seasonal

fun! Whether hosting a big or small group of
family and friends this holiday season, deco-
rating and decluttering around the house can
make party prep easier and more enjoyable
for everyone. With that in mind, here are
some top tips to create functional and stylish
spaces that are easy to keep clean and tidy
throughout the festivities.

• Delightful décor. Make any room feel
warm and welcoming with removable adhe-
sive shelf liner. Decorating with laminate is an
affordable way to add pops of color to a
kitchen backsplash, reading nook or old side
table. Choose a print that matches the home’s

Please turn to page 83

Some easy steps in prepping your home for
the holidays can make things a little more
functional during a busy time.
n Submitted photo
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e holidays are upon us. One of the
hottest decorating trends this year is the
gnome. Yes, Santas and snowmen are out,
and gnomes are in. We started seeing them
last year, but this year they are everywhere.

e history of gnomes goes back to the
ancient Romans and Greeks, where it is be-
lieved that the name came from “genomos”
meaning “earth dweller.” ese mythical be-
ings were believed to come out at night to
protect crops, gardens and buried treasure.

ey got very popular again in the 1800s,

when a German sculptor started making
gnomes out of clay. However, only the very
wealthy could afford them. Again, they
were placed in the garden for good luck,
and to ensure a good harvest. It was at this
time that they were considered magical and
people believed they could also keep evil
spirts away.

For several years in the 1980s gnomes
became popular again, with the appearance
of the “David the Gnome” cartoon show
that lasted for three seasons.

You may remember the Travelocity com-

mercial where a gnome left his home to
travel the world, and not too long ago the
movie “Gnomeo and Juliet” came out.

Fast forward to today, when the gnome
has reappeared in full force. However,
today’s gnome has no smiling face, as its
visage is covered by its pointy hat.

We went around town to find some of
our favorite gnomes in the area so that you
can enjoy a few fun facts about these round
happy little guys and where you can find
them to bring your own good luck to your
home.

In the Gnome
B y S u s a n L y o n s
P u b l i s h e r

Small gnome nutcrackers found at
Flutter By House in Frankford

Assorted gnomes with very long legs
available at Fish Tales in Bethany Beach

Plaid hatted fabric gnomes at
Flutter By House in Frankford

A variety of gnomes in grey, one of the most
popular colors this year at Fish Tales in

Bethany Beach
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Landscapes & Garden Center

Holiday Plants:  Poinsettias, Indoor Winter Blooming Plants, 
Live Trees and Wreaths + More Holiday Items

Monday through Saturday 8am - 5pm
Seasonal Sunday hours 10am - 3pm

Extended Weekend Hours 11/26 - 12/18: Open Until 7pm Fri & Sat ONLY

13482 Spicer Road, Ellendale, DE 19941
302-422-9000 • www.BellaTerraDE.com

Black Friday Special
Fri, Sat, Sun only:

$125 Gift Card for $100 
(Cash Only)

Handmade pottery gnomes that can even go
outside found at Pottery Place in
Fenwick Island

Four-foot giant gnome available at
Pottery Place

Gnome dish or hand towels
from Fenwick Hardware
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We have two locations:
32904 Coastal Hwy., Bethany Beach • 302.539.7511 or 800.441.8118

1520 Savannah Rd., Lewes • 302.645.9215 or 888.921.2175
wilgusassociates.com

From All of Us at Wilgus Associates
Wishing You Joy This Holiday Season!

Thank you for your BusinessLike Us On

Real Estate • Insurance • Community Management

Beautiful display of gnomes at
Past and Present in Millsboro

Knitted hat gnome from
Past and Present in Millsboro

Vintage cement gnomes, perfect for the
garden at Jayne’s Reliable in Dagsboro



A Little Out of the Way...But Worth the Trip!

Take a walk through time in the old Gumboro Feed Mill filled with antiques, home &
holiday decor, furniture, vintage toys, rustic farm finds, and so much more!

37071 Millsboro Highway, Millsboro, DE 19966 • 302-598-6420
Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10-5 • Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 11-5

Closed Tuesdays
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decluttering the areas of the home where
you plan to entertain. Fill the extra spaces
with seasonal decorations. Remember —
elaborate, expensive items aren’t always
needed to make a home look amazing.
Decorations such as small figurines, bowls
filled with holiday candy or simple wreaths
and garlands can do the trick of transform-
ing a home into a winter wonderland.

F r u i t f u l f o o d
With more guests comes more food, but

it doesn’t have to mean spending more
money. Shopping at discount retailers for
essentials such as milk, eggs, bread and
cheese can help stretch your budget. You
can also make the switch to private brand
items and save even more when buying
foods for overnight guests, such as granola
bars, cereal and snacks.

S u p p l i e s
Of course, to entertain, you will need

supplies. Stocking up on cleaning essen-
tials, everyday cooking ingredients and en-
tertaining basics early in the season is a
great way to have everything needed before
the party begins. Consider adding items
such as trash bags, cutlery, paper products,
other decorations and even small gifts.

By using smart shopping strategies, you
can entertain during the holidays with ease.

Continued from page 77

style and easily stick the laminate to smooth,
flat surfaces for a fresh new look that will
wow guests.

• Mudroom without messy floors. Prepar-
ing an area near the entryway for bags and
shoes is a must when expecting visitors. If
there is a bench with storage, add a machine-
washable liner to the cubby to keep shelves
clean and dry. Placing a liner by the entrance
of the home will also offer extra space to store
muddy or wet shoes and stop salt and snow
from tracking in the house. When guests
leave, toss the liner in the wash and reuse.

• Spotless spaces for kids. All holiday gath-
erings need a space for kids to have fun and
play together. While setting up for arts and
crafts, line the table with a clear, textured liner
to prevent crayons, markers or glue from
damaging surfaces. When it’s time to clean
up, simply wipe the liner or toss it in the dish-
washer.

• Get the guest room ready. If family are
staying overnight, it’s time to get the guest
room in shape. Dress up drawers and closet
shelves with a smooth top liner. e grip bot-
tom will keep the liner and items in place.
Trendy patterns will elevate your home décor
and guests will appreciate how clean and

homey the space feels during their stay.
• Bathroom basics. Once done prepping

the guest room, don’t forget about the guest
bathroom. Keep styling stations and the bath
clean and tidy with shelf liner and a bathmat.
ere are a variety of cushioned, machine-
washable bath and shower mats for extra
comfort and safety. A Clorox mat is also de-
signed to prevent the growth of mold and
mildew on the mat.

Making these small updates around the
house now will keep those most-used spaces
clean and tidy to ensure family and friends
are comfortable and happy over the holidays.

— S t a t e P o i n t

Continued from page 78



Holiday cooking and entertaining don’t
have to be overly complex to impress. Here
are quick, simple ways to elevate meals for
memorable experiences that friends and
family will love.

S e a s o n i n g
Are those go-to family recipes in need of

an update? Enhance the flavor profile of sa-
vory holiday dishes by swapping out salt
and pepper and instead, reaching for a sea-
soning salt, such as Livia’s, an all-natural,
pre-blended seasoning of kosher salt,

coarse-ground black pepper and garlic.
“Livia’s is good on just about everything,

which is why it’s the not-so-secret ingredi-
ent in a lot my creations,” said Peter Hoff,
executive chef and partner at NOLO’s
Kitchen & Bar.

Seasoning salt can be used in a number
of ways during meal preparation and table-
side to give holiday dishes something extra:

• Add flair to appetizers by shaking it
into the yolk mixture of deviled eggs or
using it to season baked brie.

• Season the outside of your turkey with
olive oil and a few liberal shakes, or even
create your own brine that will become a
treasured recipe of its own.

• Season hams and roasts with it.
• Add it to stuffing and mashed potatoes.
• Update morning egg-bake recipes to

wow overnight guests.
• Include it on your holiday table so that

guests can season their food to taste.

Bethany.Ropewalk.com • 107 Garfield Parkway • Bethany Beach, DE
Open Daily 11:30 –9:30pm • 302-537-1330 Carry Out | FREE Parking

Black Friday
Gift Card Sale!
Buy a $100 Gift Card 

and Get a $50 Gift Card 
(Offer Valid Nov. 26th ONLY )

Black Friday Sale - Buy a $100 gift card and receive a FREE
$50 game card (in-store or online) 11/26 only

Gift Card Sale - 11/27-12/24, buy a $50 gift card and receive
a FREE $10 game card, buy a $100 gift card 

and receive a FREE $25 game card (in-store or online).

Merchandise Sale - Buy one, get one half price 
on merchandise the entire month of December. 

AlleyOopsOC.com 
Uptown OC - 13101 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City | Midtown OC - 5509 Coastal Hwy., Ocean City

Check our website for daily specials/hours

Open Thanksgiving at 6pm

Dine.
Bowl.
Play.

T-Shirt Sale
Short Sleeve 

1 for $12 • 2 for $20
All Winter

Ropewalk Bethany is a family, 
seafood, and resort destination venue

Find the newest games and mini bowling at Alley Oops. 
Load money on electronic cards to play games 

and rack up points to earn prizes at the redemption center.
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Licensed & Insured | Over 30 years’ experience

5%
Senior & 
Military 
Discount

302.470.5129 •GodwinCarpetCare.com
Pet Odor Removal • Carpet Repairs

God Always Wins at

Carpet &
Upholstery
Cleaning

Tile &
Grout

Cleaning

Hardwood Floor
Cleaning Service

• Clean & Buff 
• Screen & Recoat

• Acrylic Wax Removal

Elevate your holiday cooking

Please turn to page 93



PREMIER

Full Service PGT®

Eze-Breeze® Dealer 
& Service Center
Custom Built Porch 
Enclosures
3-Season & 
All-Season Rooms
Custom Shower & 
Tub Enclosures

Full Glass & Screen 
Repair & Replacement  
Services
Mirrored Walls & 
Tabletop Glass
Window & Door 
Replacement Glass
Serving Delmarva 
Since 1990

GLASS & SCREEN, INC.
33937 Premier Drive, Unit 1 Frankford

PremierGlassAndScreen.com 
302.732.3101 premierglass@mchsi.com
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HH

B y S u s a n L y o n s
P u b l i s h e r

Vintage holiday décor brings back mem-
ories of being at my grandmother’s house

on Christmas Eve. She had a tree with
the multi-colored bubble lights, holi-

day platters, filled with goodies,
that she had made in ceramics

class — including a green ce-
ramic tree that she had made
herself.

ere was a fire in the fire-
place and Pop-Pop would be
sitting in his favorite chair,
smoking a pipe with cherry
tobacco. I still remember
that smell, and when I walk
by someone smoking a
pipe today, it all comes
back to me.

Mom-Mom would
make her special cookies,

called Russian Rocks, filled with fruit and
nuts, and the name spoke for itself. ey
were hard as granite and barely edible, but
she would make them every Christmas and
I always would force one down while at-
tempting not to break a tooth.

Over the years, I have collected vintage
Christmas décor, with enough now to dec-
orate the entire house. Little Santas and an-
gels, candlesticks and old Fenton glassware
fill every nook and cranny in my house.

Yes, it is a time of year that I thoroughly
enjoy. e shopping, the decorating, the
baking… although it seems that I never
have enough time to do the baking. It is a
good thing that my husband and daughter
do quite a bit of baking, and my son now
makes the family fudge recipe, so that
works out just fine.

I am sure that when you see a certain
holiday piece from the past it brings back a
memory or a warm feeling of something
special from your childhood. I went to visit

An olde-fashioned

Christmas
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Left, vintage Christmas balls decorate Carol Hurley’s main tree.
Above, Lefton Holly Berry serving pieces are on display at Hud-
son’s General Store.
n Photos by Susan Lyons



Happy Holidays and Warm Wishes for the New Year!

We Don’t Build the Most Homes 
in Sussex County…just the Best!

Serving Our Clients & the Community for Over 85 Years!

hughhhickman.com • hhhickman@verizon.net • 302-539-9741
300 Ocean View Parkway • Bethany Beach, DE 19930

New Construction |Additions | Renovations

Quality Workmanship | Unmatched Craftsmanship
Hands-On Supervision | Open Communication

Trusted & Reliable Subcontractors
Clean Jobsite | Convenient Of3ce Location | Friendly Staff
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Wanda Powell the other day, and she shared a
story form her past about a special doll that
now sits by her tree every year.

e doll was her mother’s, given to her as a
child one Christmas, and they now estimate it
to be about 111 years old. ere was a fire, and
the only thing of hers that was saved was the
doll. As she got older, the doll ended up in the
attic for many years, with kids and grandkids

playing with it during visits to the attic.
Wanda and her mother, Ola Willey, found

that the doll over the years had totally deterio-
rated, and she was devastated to see its condi-
tion.

As a surprise, Wanda snuck into the attic
and found all of the parts and went in search of

Above, a bisque socketed joint doll made by
Simon and Halbig in Germany is owned
today by Wanda Powell. Parts gathered from
the attic get ready to go to the doll hospital in
Crisfield, Md. Today, the doll today sits by
Wanda Powell’s Christmas tree.
n Photos courtesy Wand Powell

Please turn to page 88



Merry Christmas
from all of us at

Home • Auto • Farm • Flood
Boat & RV • Renters • Commercial • Liability

Over 50 Years Experience

Professional Service at the standard you deserve

302.539.9052 • 800.252.9052
1100 N. Pennsylvania Avenue & Coastal Highway • Bethany Beach, Delaware 19930
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a doll hospital, which she found in Crisfield,
Md. A day-trip to the hospital was arranged,
and the doll was left for repair. Another day-
trip to pick it back up, and then she was set to
making a dress for the exact time period. Assis-
tance from friends helped her find the correct
style, and she made the dress and petticoat.
e addition of earrings and her daughter’s
baby locket completed the ensemble.

e next Christmas, after all of the presents
were opened, Wanda announced that there
was just one more to be opened for her
mother. Ola, who was quite a serious woman,
opened that present and was thrilled. She
hugged the doll with glee.

Years later, when Christmas was nearing,
Miss Ola was failing and told the other chil-
dren that they would not be getting presents
that year, as she was unable to shop, but she
wanted one present to be given from her.
Wanda received that one gift — which, of
course, was the doll that sits in her dining room
to this day.

We all have special memories from holidays
gone by, so spend a little time sitting by the tree
and remember some of the special moments of
your childhood.

Continued from page 87

Vintage holiday miniatures can be found at Jayne’s Reliable.
n Submitted photos



302.228.1251 (Cell) | 302.537.3400 (Of2ce) | 302.537.3411 (Direct) | 302.537.3402 (Fax) | smacbeach@msn.com | www.suzannemacnab.com
Licensed in Delaware & Maryland | Follow me on Facebook and Instagram | 300 Ocean View Parkway | Bethany Beach, DE 19930

Here to help you navigate each step
of the process whether you are 

buying or selling
Suzanne Macnab
Connecting Sellers and Buyers

With over 30 years of experience in the business,
Suzanne is truly passionate about real estate.
Suzanne is known for her strong integrity, 

successful negotiating skills, deep knowledge of the
market and communication with clients.
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Home upgrades to help
you get ready for guests

(BPT) Many people are happy to wel-
come back friends and family in their
homes again. In anticipation of the holiday
season, you might consider updating your
house now, so entertaining is a joy in the
many months of celebration to come.

Home improvements that add function
and support when entertaining are key.
Whether you’ll be hosting a grand holiday
party with out-of-town guests or an inti-
mate affair with local loved ones, these top
improvements will prepare your home for
holiday merriment.

R e f r e s h t h e
f i r e p l a c e

e quintessential holiday gathering al-

ways seems to be set around a warm and
welcoming fireplace. If you have one in
your home, consider getting maintenance
done now before the holiday rush. A tune-
up, chimney cleaning and glass-door clean-
ing will ensure your fireplace is ready to
inspire guests to cozy up and create memo-
ries.

Beyond proper functioning, you can also
update your fireplace to create a new aes-
thetic. If the surrounding brick, rock or tile
is dated, consider special masonry or tile
paint that can help you refresh the materi-
als with a contemporary neutral color such
as gray, beige or white. You can also paint
the mantle to accent your new fireplace
surround for a cohesive look that will serve
as a backdrop for holiday photographs for
years to come.

R e s e a r c h
a d d i t i o n s

Adding a guest bathroom or wet bar is
sure to impress visitors and add to your
home’s value. But this may seem impossible
in spaces without below-floor drainage for
plumbing — like a basement or garage.

A simple, affordable solution is above-
floor plumbing systems from Saniflo that
avoid the hassle and expense of busting
through concrete to create conventional
drainage or installing a sewage ejector sys-
tem.

For example, the Saniaccess 2 from Sani-
flo is ideal for creating an additional half
bathroom virtually anywhere, thanks to a

Please turn to page 93
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edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Michael Franchino 
Financial Advisor

111 Atlantic Ave Suite 3 
Ocean View, DE 19970 
302-539-3113
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Stuffed pepper appetizer
Courtesy Paul Guarna

Ingredients:
n   1 pound Italian sausage
n   8 ounces softened
      cream cheese
n   1 cup Parmesan cheese
n   20-24 small sweet peppers,
      cut in half lengthwise

Method:
Fry sausage and drain. Mix sausage, cream cheese and Parmesan cheese together in a
bowl. Stuff the peppers with the mixture. Bake at 350° for 15-20 minutes.
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Vietnam veterans
group donates to
Stockings for Soldiers
Ocean View Mayor John Reddington, left,
and Dale Cooke, former mayor of Dewey
Beach, right, both lifetime members of the
Vietnam Veterans of America, present a check
for $300 to Danielle Briggs for Stockings for
Soldiers. The money will be used to buy
Christmas stockings, stuff them with gifts and
send them to military servicemembers sta-
tioned overseas during the next six weeks.
Stockings will be shipped to troops in the most
remote parts of the world, Reddington said. In
previous years they have been sent to
Afghanistan, Iraq, Egypt, Israel, Qatar,
Kuwait, Jordan, Kosovo, Romania, Poland,
Djibouti, Chad and South Korea. Roger Rose,
president of the Vietnam Veterans of America,
donated the $300 from the organization’s
funds, Reddington said.
n Submitted photo
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Chicken (or turkey) tetrazzini
Courtesy Debbie Grise

Ingredients:
n   1 ¼ cup chopped celery
n   1 medium onion, chopped
n   1 green pepper, chopped
n   ½ cupmargarine
n   2 to 4 pounds chicken or turkey,
      cooked and chopped
n   1 8-ounce package of spaghetti,
      cooked and drained
n   1 can cream of mushroom soup
n   1 8-ounce can chicken broth
n   1 4-ounce can chopped
      mushrooms, drained
n   2 cups grated sharp cheddar cheese
n   Parmesan cheese

Method:
Saute celery, onion and green pepper in margarine in a saucepan. Add remaining in-
gredients, except the Parmesan cheese, andmix well. Spoon into a greased 9X13” bak-
ing dish. Sprinkle with Parmesan. Bake at 350° for 35-45minutes, or until bubbly.
Yields six to nine servings.



1/2-horsepower macerator pump system.
Above-floor systems like this can process
waste from sinks and toilets before pump-
ing it to the nearest drain line that connects
to the home’s septic tank or a sewer system.

C o n t e m p o r a r y
k i t c h e n

e kitchen may be the heart of the
home, but it’s also the hub of the holiday
season. From roasting that golden turkey to
baking and decorating favorite holiday
treats, the kitchen is a functional gathering
place for your family and guests. Simple
updates can make a big difference in style
and functionality, such as enhancing organ-
ization and adding seating options.

If you want bigger changes without the
expense of a complete remodel, consider
thoughtful updates that revive your kitchen

with notable style. Painting the existing
cabinets and adding new hardware provide
a visual facelift that revives the room. New
countertops are nice, but sometimes just
adding a new backsplash transforms the
space, plus makes for easy cleanup during
sometimes messy holiday cooking.

You might also consider adding an island
with running water and a sink. An above-
floor plumbing solution, like the Sanivite
from Saniflo, can create that functionality
where no below-floor drain currently ex-
ists.

D e f i n e d i n i n g
a r e a s

Whether you have an open concept
home or the layout features a formal dining
room, it’s important to update eating
spaces. After all, enjoying food together is
one of the crowning events of holiday get-
togethers. Painting the space in a modern
hue provides a big visual impact without
much cost or effort. An area rug can also
redefine the dining room and pull elements
together. New linens add a holiday vibe.

89 Atlantic Ave • Ocean View, DE
O:302.539.1777 • M:302.542.8344

Serving Sea Colony 
and the surrounding

Coastal Resort Area

REALTOR®

Happy Holidays!

Nicole Peterdozzi
Nicole@NicolePeterdozzi.com • Nicolepeterdozzi.com
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Your Local Lender

JoAnn Moore
President

NMLS #165477 • Cell: (302) 236-1229 • Office: (302) 855-1306
mmodjoann@aol.com

Call me now to help make one of the biggest pur-
chases of your life as easy as pie. I can help you 

figure out how much you can expect to pay monthly
and at closing, ensuring you know what you'll need to

budget for before you put in that offer!
(For more information, visit liviasseason-

ingsalt.com.)

A d d p i z z a z z
t o d e s s e r t s

With a few updates, give that standard
dessert line-up a touch of elegance. Use
fresh ginger in gingerbread cookies. Create
your own crumbs for sprinkling on top of
cakes. Garnish slices of pie with a mint or
basil sprig or a cinnamon stick. Melt your
favorite chocolate and drizzle it on any-
thing.

U p y o u r g a m e
A holiday feast is the perfect time to cre-

ate a special atmosphere. And you can do
so easily by breaking out your best dishes
and utensils, as well as by adding a few nat-
ural elements to the tablescape, such as
poinsettias, holly, evergreens and
pinecones. Ditch the overhead lights and
use candles or other warm lighting to cre-
ate a soft, convivial glow.

You don’t need to overhaul your entire
menu to make your holiday feast special.
Make quick, simple tweaks and additions
to your existing recipes and entertaining
traditions to elevate the occasion.

Continued from page 84

Continued from page 89
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Give the Gift That Keeps On Giving!
The Delaware Botanic Gardens have some spectacular holiday gift ideas

for your friends and family. We have three tremendous offerings:

Benches! 
Limited quantities are now available of the Horizon and Backless
benches in beige and will be placed throughout the newly com-
pleted West Woodland pathways. They are available to be ‘named’
to honor or in memory of a loved one or to celebrate marriages,

births, retirements, graduations, and many other special occasions.
http://www.delawaregardens.org/bench-orders

For more information, visit www.delawaregardens.org

30220 Piney Neck Road Dagsboro, DE • Closed for the Season • Reopening in March

Gift Memberships
which provides unlimited free Garden admission
for a full year, plant sale previews, discounts at
the Welcome Center Gift Shop and much more. 

Gift Passes
One-day admission to the gardens

Your support helps the Garden's horticultural, educational and conservation programs thrive. 

The Delaware Botanic Gardens is a world-class, inspirational, educational, & sustainable public botanic garden in southern Delaware, situated on 37 acres with
over 1000 feet of waterfront on Pepper Creek. In addition, the Garden Features a 2.5-acre meadow garden created by world-renowned plantsman Piet Oudolf. 

Applesauce Cake
Courtesy Carol Hurley, via her mother-in-law

Ingredients:
n   2 cups applesauce,
      stirred with 2 teaspoons of
      baking soda
n   1 cup brown sugar
n   2 teaspoons cinnamon
n   1 cup sugar
n   1 teaspoon nutmeg
n   ¾ teaspoon salt
n   2 eggs well-beaten
n   ½ cup margarine
n   2 ¼ cup flour
n   ½ box raisins
n   ½ cup walnuts

Method:
Cook at 350° for 1 to 1 ¼ hour in a bundt pan
Cover with ½ cup strawberry preserves or preserved figs



Home for the Holidays                                                                                                                                      95



ea can make Eeat dining arA gr[

ound Gathering ‘r
Y feel like a HOLIDAY DAAY feel like a HOLIDA EVER

d for the H
]Y  a HOLIDAAY 

 Holidays

302.829.8398
Bethany Beach

ous YIt’

ESUCASA.comisit us @ V

302.829.1018
iewOcean V

ur Home

96                                                                                                                                      Home for the Holidays




