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Since the beginning of season, in-
quires have been ongoing about what hap-
pened to NeNe’s Restaurant and what will 
take its place.

At the April 4 Marco Island City Coun-
cil Meeting, it appears that the long jour-
ney towards final approval was reached 
on what had seemed to become a moving 
target over time.

Joseph and Doreen Oliverio (“appli-
cants”) applied for a variance on the ap-
proved site development plan for property 
located at 297 North Collier Boulevard. 
The applicants are planning to develop a 
new Mexican restaurant at that location.

The previously approved plan required 
vehicles to enter and exit from North Col-
lier Boulevard. However, that plan con-
cerned residents and neighboring property 
owners due to the dangers posed by cus-
tomers backing out onto Collier Boulevard 
to leave the establishment.

As a result, the applicants have now 
sought a more “common-sense” approach to 
the matter, with vehicles exiting into the Dun-
ford Alleyway running behind the businesses 
between Amazon Court and Saturn Court.

The new plan requires eliminating 
some of the landscaping buffer just north 
of the property at 297 North Collier and 

narrowing the required vehicle drive width 
by 12 inches, as well as some other minor 
modifications to landscaping.

The applicant pointed out that he is 
allowed 76% of the property to be imper-
vious (water cannot flow through) and 
that his plan is well below that, at 66.1%. 
The original plan called for a 10-foot-wide 
landscape buffer on the north side of the 
property that abuts a cement wall, which is 
being reduced to allow for the egress onto 
the alleyway. Applicants saw this change 

as a safer alternative for his customers.
Councilor Claire Babrowski confirmed 

her belief that the purpose of most of the 
buffering landscaping within the codes 
was to protect abutting neighbors when 
she questioned Director of Community Af-
fairs Dan Smith. “As I understand this, it 
would be protecting a cement wall,” said 
Babrowski, to which Smith responded in 
the affirmative.

COUNCIL Continued to A/2
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Columnist and Master Naturalist Bob McConville provides an update about our resident dolphins on page B-12. Although other dolphin populations 
migrate, our local dolphins live here year round. Pictured is Ariel, age three-and-a-half, who is enjoying being flipped in the air by her mother, Kaya.
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An aerial view of 297 North Collier and the roadways for ingress and egress.

LIST OF SUNDAY  
SERVICES
Attend services  
that fit your  
holiday schedule...

                A/20

HOPPING DOWN  
THE BUNNY TRAIL 
The Marco Island  
Nature Preserve and  
Bird Sanctuary hosted...

     A/24

Temporary 
Closure of Medical 

Marijuana 
Dispensary

In June 2019, the Marco Island 
City Council voted to approve medi-
cal marijuana dispensaries in appro-
priately zoned locations on the island. 
This decision followed considerable 
debate and emotional and poignant 
testimony from patients, their families 
and friends who want to fill medical 
cannabis prescriptions locally, rather 
than traveling to Bonita Springs. 

Over the last week, the internet 
was filled with rumors and accusa-
tions when residents learned that 
Code Enforcement had cited Marco’s 
first and only Medical Cannabis Dis-
pensary. The sale of CBD, CBG and 
CBN products remain available from 
other locations on the island.

On Monday, April 4, after celebrat-
ing its Grand Opening the previous 
weekend, it was discovered that MUV 
never completed the proper paper-
work to receive its required Zoning 
Certificate. Code Enforcement sub-
sequently cited the company for op-
erating without a Zoning Certificate. 
All businesses on Marco Island are 
required to file the proper paperwork 
to receive that certificate.

Social media exploded with un-
founded rumors and unsubstantiated 
theories as to the cause of MUV Mar-
co Island’s temporary suspension of 
operations. MUV management sub-
sequently began the process of filing 
the required paperwork for a Zoning 
Certificate.

MUV is part of Verano Holdings 
Corp., a leading multi-state cannabis 
company that operates 44 dispensa-
ries throughout Florida.

Visit us at www.coastalbreeze-
news.com or on our Facebook page 
for the latest news on Marco Island, 
Isles of Capri, East Naples, Port of the 
Islands, Chokoloskee and the Ever-
glades City area. 

Council Approves Variance for Safety Issues
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