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T
he replacement of the Marco Island 
Fire-Rescue Department’s 30-year-
old headquarters required person-

nel to temporarily move from their old 
facility while a new Station 50 Headquar-
ters and Emergency Operations Center is 
erected at the site of the old facility. 

During the past nine months, resi-
dents have observed the steady progress 
of the new facility’s construction, follow-
ing the demolition of the old structure by 
Manhattan Construction, the contractor. 

Fire suppression personnel and ad-
ministrative staff have continued to pro-
vide services from temporary housing, 
known as the City Hall Annex Building, 
located on the second floor at 1310 San 
Marco Road. The building’s first floor 
is being utilized by administrative staff 
from the Public Works, Building Inspec-
tion and Permitting Departments.

“Our personnel have done a great 
job adapting to the challenges and we all 
look forward to the completion of the new 
facilities,” said Fire Chief Chris Byrne, 
when we met with him to discuss the re-

Fire Department Progress and Promotions
By Steve Stefanides

Newly promoted Driver/Engineer, Matt Lund. Photo by Steve Stefanides
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While beautiful sunsets in Southwest Florida may be common, each one is still special and unique. On a recent clear evening, local 
Scott Schilke captured this spectacular, and one-of-a-kind, Marco Island sunset. 
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The Marco Island Chamber of Com-
merce has launched an initiative regard-
ing the lack of workforce housing and to 
discuss possible solutions. 

On Thursday July 28, Marco Island 
Lutheran Church Pastor Thomas Boeck 
and Chamber Executive Director Dianna 
Dohm welcomed attendees to a Work-
force Housing Seminar.

The Chamber of Commerce initiated 
the discussion by inviting Collier Coun-
ty District 1 Commissioner Rick LoCas-
tro. LoCastro and three Collier County 
staff members addressed the challenges 
created by the rising cost of housing in 
the county.

Accompanying LoCastro were Collier 
County Planning Director Michael Bosi, 
Director of Community and Human Ser-
vices Kristi Sonntag, and Public Transit 
Director Michelle Arnold. They cautioned 
that there would be no quick solution to 
the county’s housing problems, which 
have been growing over the last few de-
cades. One of the obstacles they described 
is the “not in my neighborhood” opposi-
tion from residents when affordable hous-
ing projects are proposed near their afflu-
ent neighborhoods.

Adding to the problem is the loss of 
available inventory that had previously 
been utilized for workforce housing. Over 
the last six to 18 months, this housing 
has been converted into more lucrative 
short-term rentals. That inventory had 
previously served as a steppingstone into 
homeownership for many people in the 
middle-income marketplace.

Director of Community and Human 
Services Kristi Sonntag provided a packet 
of information about the county’s Hous-
ing Initiatives Programs, which are ad-
ministered as part of the State Housing 
Initiative Program. The programs include 
purchase assistance loans, construction 
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Rick LoCastro speaks about the shortage 
of workforce housing.


