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Breast Cancer  
Awareness Month

Deneen Rose is a strong woman. But breast cancer will test the 
mettle of even the very toughest.

“It was back in April,” Deneen Rose recalls. “I kinda had 
something going on. But the first thing is, you don’t want to face 
it. Then something just came inside of me and said, ‘You’ve got to 
go to the doctor.’ Obviously, they kind of had a feeling, too. I did 
my mammogram and the next day I went to work. It was 9:08 to be 
exact. They called me up and said I had breast cancer.”

At this point Rose is moved to tears as she recalls hearing those 
words at her desk at Marco Island Academy, where she’s part of 
the school’s leadership team as office administrator.

“Excuse me,” she said, composing herself as she recalled the 
scene that unfolded just five months ago. “The kids are coming 
back and forth into my office. I was trying to keep that face on. 
But in the back of my mind my first thoughts were of my two girls. 
How do you tell your daughters? So, all day I stayed and worked.”

Rose went to principal Melissa Scott, who has been a rock for her.
“I did go to my boss, Melissa,” Rose said. “I let her know. Of 

course, the support system she gave me was phenomenal. All she 
did was give me the biggest hug and said, ‘You’re gonna make 
this. You’re going to get through this. You’re a strong person.’”

“Deneen is one of the strongest women I know,” Melissa 
Scott said. “She is my tiny warrior. When she was diagnosed, all 
I wanted to do was fix it. But since I am not a medical profession-
al, I wanted her to feel as loved and supported as she has always 
made us feel. She has handled this journey with strength, grace, 
and courage.”

“As the day went on, I kept thinking of my girls, my girls, my 
girls,” Rose said. “I went home, and both of them weren’t home 
at the same time. And they’re different as night and day. I told my 

oldest, Gianna. She just said, ‘You’re going to be okay.’ She was 
white as a ghost, but she said, ‘You’re going to be okay.’ Then she 
just left. But she got in her car and she cried. She wanted to be 
strong for me. So, we were both holding back everything.”
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A new 25,000 square foot urgent care facility will be built on the grounds before the present center is torn down bringing residents cutting-edge 
technology and healthcare services.
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Deneen Rose is emotional as she recalls the tough times during her 
battle with breast cancer.
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NCH Planning 
New Urgent 
Care Center

Over the last five years, consider-
able discussions have been held re-
garding development of an assisted 
living facility (ALF) on Marco Island. 
The ALF project is slowly, but surely, 
edging towards becoming reality. The 
next step in the process will come dur-
ing the Marco Island Planning Board 
Meeting on November 5, when pe-
titioners and staff present an initial 
site development plan along with the 
official request for a subdivision of 
the property to accommodate the con-
struction. The property subdivision 
would allow for a portion of the prop-
erty owned by NCH to be dedicated for 
the new ALF, along with the creation 
of a passive community park.

Walt Chancey, Senior Managing 
Partner of Chancey Design Partner-
ship of Tampa, first dipped his toe 
into the turbulent waters of Marco Is-
land bureaucracy in November 2016. 
Chancey learned that the small, con-
servative island just south of Naples 
proved to be a more difficult sell than 
most of the other communities he had 
dealt with in the past. But his persis-
tence, together with contributions of 
city staff, island leaders and citizens, 
may well have provided the recipe for 
a successful outcome. 

The lengthy process to establish 
an ALF will result in another benefi-
ciary: the city. Residents and visitors 
will ultimately benefit from NCH re-
investing funds from the property sale 

Surviving Cancer with Family,  
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