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Emotions ran high within council 
chambers on Monday evening as the Col-
lier County Transportation staff came for-
ward to make a presentation to the Marco 
City Council. That presentation was done in 
part due to interest shown by various Mar-
co Island civic organizations in having the 
county’s public bus service provide more 
services to island citizens and visitors.

Two years ago, during efforts to create 
a Strategic Plan for the island to lay out a 
vision for the city through 2034, the com-
munity came together to discuss challenges 
and opportunities to deal with issues as the 
city moved forward. One of the items dis-
cussed included challenges facing the com-
munity with regard to transportation needs 
during the next ten to fifteen years as the city 
deals with the impact of increasing traffic.

The city’s Ad Hoc Parking Solutions 
Committee also discussed similar concerns 
during their 25-plus public meetings over 
a two-and-a-half-year period. In its final 
report to council, the committee discussed 
leveraging the resources afforded to the is-
land by concentrating an effort by the Col-
lier Area Transportation Authority to im-
prove their services to the island. This would 
be done by the creation of a type of “collec-
tor route” for island residents and visitors 

to help alleviate limited parking availability, 
while providing an ease of access to local 
restaurants, shops and other services by 
those living or visiting the island.

On Monday evening, council chambers 
overflowed into the lobby of the city’s com-
munity room as residents came forward to 
give their opinions regarding the issue. The 
crowd was visibly agitated and confused re-
garding the perception that the flood gates 
would be opened to another crush of beach 
goers using a “trojan horse” in the form of 
a Collier County Trolley. Some spoke to the 
effects of the overrunning of the island’s 

pristine beaches as a result of the closing of 
community beaches on the east coast dur-
ing the Covid-19 Pandemic last year.

Attempts by speakers such as Dianna 
Dohm, Executive Director of the Marco 
Chamber of Commerce, and other civic 
leaders did not quell the fires of discontent 
amongst the crowd. 

Even Councilors Erik Brechnitz and 
Greg Folley attempted to quell the fears of 
residents by explaining the council had vot-
ed to take the idea out of the newly adopted 
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Engines roared as participants of the TRex Fishing tournament head out to catch some fish after the National Anthem played and the start horn 
sounded over loudspeakers. See more tournament coverage on page A12.
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Tina Nash wants to heighten the 
public’s consciousness about a topic 
she knows well, domestic violence. Her 
experience as a victim of inter-relation-
ship abuse motivated her to found the 
Take a Stand Against DV 5K Run and 
Walk in Naples three years ago. 

Held every October, which is na-
tional Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month, the event raises money for 
the DV unit of Legal Aid Services of 
Collier County. The organization is 
Nash’s partner in the event, which is 
set for 8:00 AM October 23, 2021 at 
Sugden Regional Park. 

The entry fee is $25 for adults and 
$10 for youths, 16 and under. The top 
three male and female finishers in 
each category receive medals and all 
participants will come away with an 
event t-shirt.

“It’s something fun that everybody 
can do,” Nash, of Marco Island, said 
of the Take a Stand Against DV 5K. 
“Everybody can walk. You don’t have 
to be a serious runner. We have differ-
ent events afterward. We have trick-
or-treating stuff and face painting and 

Shining a Light 
on Domestic 

Violence
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Tina Nash, left, and her daughters, Katie, 
front, and Emma, right at the 2019 Take a 
Stand Against DV 5K Run and Walk.
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