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SEA TURTLE REPORT

Cliff Hanging Nest Hatched on Sand Dollar

By Maria Lamb

“A picture is worth a thousand
words,” and the image of the cliff-hang-
ing nest that hatched conveys its mean-
ing more effectively than any narrative.
Or maybe we should say, “one look is
worth ten thousand words.” These are
the lucky hatchlings that, against the
obstacles created by humans, beat the
odds and hatched.”

The berm project is a joint permit
between the Florida Department of
Environmental Protection (FDEP), the
U.S Army Corps of Engineers and the
City of Marco Island and is good for 15
years, expiring on February 11, 2037.
The initial project started in 2022 and
was completed in May 2023 and called
for event-driven repairs and periodic
maintenance (every two years).

The project was to establish a flow
channel within the overwash and
shoaled areas of Tigertail Lagoon using
sediment hydraulically dredged from
the flow channel or from a borrow
area — to create a berm on Sand Dollar
Island to act as the first line of defense
for the homes on Hideaway Beach.

Since 2024 and 2025, significant re-
pairs were performed to build a “bigger,
better berm,” resulting in a substantial
increase in height and width to the
original version, which had completely
collapsed. In 2025, despite the lack
of rainfall and storm winds, the 2025
berm experienced significant erosion
into the gulf and lagoon.

Prior to 2023, Sand Dollar Island
was the most successful nesting habitat
for sea turtles in Marco Island. But for
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2024 and 2025, the berm area recorded
the highest number of false crawls
based on data provided by FWC on sea
turtles’ GPS locations on Marco Island.

For the berm repairs and mainte-
nance, the City of Marco Island (15-
year permit holder) and Hideaway
Beach Taxing District continue to
seek funding from the County Tourist
Development Funds (TDC) on the basis
that this project has positive tourism
impact.

On August 27, 2026, the City of
Marco Island and Collier County Com-
mission held a joint workshop, the first
in the last ten years. On the agenda on
Beach Management was, “Tigertail

Lagoon-Sand Dollar Island restoration
planned for late 2027.”

With 11 more years to go on the
joint permit with expected yearly dredg-
ing and repairs, already Sand Dollar
Island is experiencing an environmental
failure not just on sea turtles:

Nitrogen and phosphorus limits
on the lagoon are above the limits set
by FDEP but being blamed on “bird
poop.”

Mangrove roots that were buried
by summer tropical storm have not
recovered.

Absence for the last three years of
nesting shorebirds such as black skim-
mers.

According to J. Jewett, sea turtle monitor
for Marco Island, “against the obstacles
created by humans, this nest beat the
odds and hatched.”

Sea Turtle Activity August 24-30, 2026
Beach ThisvgaerSts Last Year Tt::i:I:eeafrawll.:stVear Thisve:atc[]:sdty;srts Disoriented
Barefoot 247 300 | 257 270 171 212 12
Delnor Wiggins 61 65 63 99 53 59 2
Vanderbilt 204 274 228 205 138 217 23
Parkshore 240 217 184 272 164 169 41
City of Naples 316 268 291 224 196 | 200 26
Keewaydin Is. 630 556 851 736 391 351 0
Sea Oat Island 37 19 19 24 36 10 0
Marco Island 170 18 251 310 101 68 13
Kice and Cape Romano | 183 187 305 216 108 50 0
10,000 Islands 138 155 165 171 88 98 0 St
Collier County Totals | 2226 | 2159 | 2614 | 2527 | 1446 [1434 | 117 Digging out of their nest is :*l;’:j:tyi;;we“
task for the little sea turtle hatchling,
To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687 tsl:mg\cl)v(i:r;g :. downward journey for them to

YOU ARE INVITED

* TO MARCO ISLAND’S * —

SA 25T REMEMBRANCE
ANNIVERSARY OF /11

JOIN US AS WE HONOR THE LIVES LOST,

THE HEROES WHO RAN TOWARD DANGER,
AND THE STRENGTH OF A NATION THAT UNITED.

IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE 25th
ANNIVERSARY, PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE

DEDICATION OF
MARCO ISLAND’S

9/11 25™ ANNIVERSARY

MEMORIAL
*

Q WHERE:
MARCO ISLAND FIRE STATION 50

1280 SAN MARCO ROAD
AT THE FLAG ROLE

WHEN:

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2026

9:30 AM
RAIN OR SHINE

BLUE MASS
Will Follow the Dedication

AT SAN MARCO CATHOLIC CHURCH
851 SAN MARCO ROAD, MARCO ISLAND
11:00 AM

Honoring the Past. Grateful for the Present.
Committed to the Future.
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THIS EVENT IS PROUDLY SPONSORED BY THE
MARCO ISLAND FIRE RESCUE FOUNDATION

Christmas
Island Style

cfrrual Clrisimas Jrland
SHle Gof [eimnamentt

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10, 2026
ISLAND COUNTRY CLUB

Prizes - 1st, 2nd & 3rd Places
Hole-In-One ¢ Closest to the Pin ® Longest Drive
Most Festively Dressed ® Team & Individual

11:00 am check-in & luncheon
1:30 pm Shotgun Start Four
Player Scramble
$225 per person includes continental
breakfast, greens fee, cart, Mulligans
(raffle tickets), luncheon, awards

All monies raised benefit Christmas
Island Style Events Santa's Arrival, Tree
Lighting, Canine Pet Parade, Street
Parade, Boat Parade, Cookies & Milk
with Santa, Movie in the Park

PLAYER REGISTRATION

and prizes.
1 $40 Poker Challenge (optional)
HOLE SPONSOR $100
2.
3.

Print name or message as it should

4. appear on sign. High-resolution logos
can also be accepted. Email your logo
to christmasislandstyle@gmail.com

Provide player name, phone number Make Checks payable to:
& email for updates on the Tournament. cp.istmas Island Style P. 0. Box 1212
You can also register on our website: 14,00 Island, FL 34146

www.christmasislandstyle.com or
scan gr code For more information, contact:
Sandi Sims Ramage 239-404-2448

Barb Dasti 908-482-2028
SUPPORT THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS ISLAND STYLE

Join us in supporting Christmas Island Style by playing in the golf tournament, becoming a
sponsor, or donating a gift certificate or gift basket. Proceeds from the tournament help fund
the annual Christmas Island Style events on Marco Island.

AVAILABLE SPONSORSHIPS
Platinum Sponsor - $3,000 - 2 players, 6 mulligans, two hole sponsor signs on the course,
luncheon recognition, logo on the tournament banner and cart monitors

Lunch Sponsor - $1,000 - 1 player, 3 mulligans, one hole sponsor sign on the course luncheon
recognition, logo on the tournament banner and cart monitors

Silver Sponsor - $1,500 - 1 player, 3 mulligans, one hole sponsor sign on the course luncheon
recognition, logo on the tournament banner and cart monitors

Hole Sponsor - $100 - one hole sponsor sign on the course



