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SEA TURTLE REPORT

Leatherback Turtle
Reported Visiting
Nearby Beaches

By Maria Lamb

The Conservancy of SW Florida moni-
tors the sea turtle nests on Keewaydin
Island. According to Dr. Jeffrey Schmid,
Environmental Research Manager at the
Conservancy, “On April 23, the first crawl
of the season left behind tracks that were
NOT from aloggerhead sea turtle.”

Dr. Schmid wrote, “There was a no-
ticeable tail drag down the center of the
track characteristic of the relatively larger
tails of green turtles. But Schmid added

that the sheer size of the turtle track sug-
gested that this was not a green turtle but
that of the leviathan of sea turtles, the
leatherback.”

Sanibel-Captiva Conservation Foun-
dation also recorded their first nest of the
season was from a leatherback. The last
time a leatherback nested on Sanibel was
four years earlier.

According to Schmid, “The first
leatherback recorded on Keewaydin was
in 2015, and the most recent on Collier

County beaches was in 2022.
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other predators from trying to dig up the nest while
still having holes large enough for the hatchlings to

crawl out.

It’s a possibility that we
may see Leatherback tracks
on Marco beaches!
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To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687
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Join Marco lsland Historical Museum &

Collier'County Museums for'a day of

swashbuckling fun and discovery!

e Games

e Activities

e Pirate Loot Prizes, and more!

THIS EVENT IS FREE & PERFECT FOR
BUCCANEERS OF ALL AGES!
PIRATE COSTUMES ENCOURAGED

180 S. Heathwood Dr., Marco Island, Fl. 34145

For more information,
please call: (239) 252-1440




