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Summer Home Preparations

By Steve Stefanides

This time of year, Floridians spend a
great deal of time saying sad goodbyes to
some of their neighbors and maybe pack-
ing up themselves to move on to more
temperate climates, as they prepare to
move up to New England, the Carolinas,
or even the Midwest.

Home Watch Companies are updat-
ing their contact information, and condo
management companies are preparing for
maintenance projects that are not possible
during the peak of season. All of this while
some of us are waiting for the golf courses
to start lowering their greens fees so we
full-timers can once again enjoy an early
morning tee time while it is still cool.

For those of us who have lived in Flor-
ida for a while, we realize there is some
other important business to be done as we
head into the warmer summer months.
We should all be preparing for the 2025
storm season now. That season officially
kicks off on June 1st each year and runs to
November 30.

If you live in a condominium, you
could do yourself and your management
company a huge favor if you would ac-
complish several of these items before you
leave for your travel plans for the summer:

B Take lanai furniture off your balconies.
It will save you a lot of work and elbow
grease when you return, for they will be
filthy if left outdoors. It also prevents
unnecessary work by your management
company, as they are flooded with calls
should a storm approach. Furniture left
out can cause damage and injuries as it
flies around during a storm.

B Make sure your management team and
your neighbors who stay year-round
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have good contact numbers and/or
emails for you. Your contact informa-
tion may change, requiring a need to
reach you if there is a problem.

B Shut off your water heater and turn off
the water line to it.

B [f you have a master water valve for your
unit, you should shut it off. That could
save you a lot of heartache should you
have a line break in your unit.

B Don’t leave your refrigerator stuffed
with food that will rot and ruin that ex-
pensive appliance, should we lose pow-
er for an extended period of time.

B Don’t turn off the refrigerator, as the
refrigerator lines help keep those seals
lubricated in your appliance.

M I'm told leaving a couple of gallons of
water in your refrigerator will help the
unit to run more efficiently. A couple of
ice trays in the freezer are also suggest-
ed, but you can turn off the ice maker.

Bl Cover your toilet bowls with saran wrap
to avoid evaporation of the water and
drying out of seals.

B Consider leaving a key with a trusted
friend, as a precaution.

B Always secure all your doors, windows,
and shutters before you leave.

B If your home is provided with hurricane
windows and no hurricane shutters are

needed, close your shades or drapes to
help keep your home cooler.

B Now, if you live in a home, consider a
few additional items:

B If you live on the water and have a boat,
secure that craft as if you were expecting
a storm before you leave.

B Remove all loose items from your boat,
including electronic equipment, to pre-
vent theft.

B Remove any furniture and other items
from your dock and secure it.

B Turn the power off to your dock as well
as the water lines.

B Planters around your property should

be secured to prevent them from turn-
ing into projectiles. The same goes for
outdoor grills and propane gas.

B Turn off your water heater and the main
water line for your home if provided.

B Regardless of whether you live in a
home or a condo and have camera sys-
tems, you may keep those active but
place your cable TV on “vacation mode”
while leaving your internet active. Just
call your provider.

These are just suggestions, but they
will go along way to assist you as you plan
to head north or leave for an extended pe-
riod of time.

Loggerheads from A/14

They are either sick or injured, and the
first instinct is to try to put them back in
the water. Putting them back in the water
usually means that they’ll end up wash-
ing up a bit further down the beach, or in
their weakened state, become easy prey to

larger marine predators.

According to FWC, if you find a sea
turtle that appears to be hurt or unable to
get back to the water, call the FWC hot-
line at 888-404-3922.

Sea Turtle Activity Update April 29 - May 5, 2025

Beach This Year:eStsLast Year Thi:?(:es; crawL:lsst Year This Yea:l atcli.l:sl: Y"le(::ts Disoriented
Barefoot 4 6 1 5 0 0 0
Delnor Wiggins 1 0 0 0 0 0 0
Vanderbilt 6 3 3 5 0 0 0
Parkshore 3 3 2 3 0 0 0
City of Naples 0 3 3 1 0 0 0
Keewaydin Is. 3 3 1 5 0 0 0
Sea Oat Island 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Marco Island 0 2 0 5 0 0 0
Kice and Cape Romano 0 4 0 3 0 0 0
10,000 Islands 1 4 2 2 0 0 0
Collier County Totals 18 28 12 39 0 0 0

To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687

599 S.Collier Blvd Suite #306
Marco Island. FL 34145

The JOSBERGERS

RE/MAX Alliance Group

Making Marco Island Dreams Come True for Over 45 Years

1064 thtonwoqd Ct

2004 Built home with up to 400k of upgrades in-
cluding NEW ROOF, DOCK with 13,000 Ib. lift and
most importantly highly desired NEW SEAWALL
all in 2018. All new kitchen, baths, flooring, paint in
2022. Close to Residents Beach. Boating access
to the Marco River area.

REDUCED $1,799,900

Princess Del Mar 1006
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SPECTACULAR SWEE

PING VIEWS OF BEACH
AND BEAUTIFUL BLUE GREEN WATERS OF
THE GULF! 3 bedroom 3 bath all new impact
windows and sliders, tile floor throughout, kitchen
opened with all new stainless steel appliances.
Beautifully done in coastal white!

$1,675,000

10827 Greenway Rd

Naples Acreage Home

Home on just under 5 acres with Publix just at the
end of the street. Popular shops like Ulta, Ross,

Marshalls, and many restaurants 6 minutes away.
Home has Impact glass sliders and windows, 3

bedroom plus den.

$1,199,000
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