
Page A14	 www.coastalbreezenews.com	 September 17 - 23, 2026

At the five Collier County beaches 
monitored by the Sea Turtle Protec-
tion Program in 2025 (Barefoot Beach, 
Vanderbilt, Park Shore, Naples and 
Marco Island) there was recorded a 
total of 106,992 eggs deposited into the 
evaluated nests, and 86,565 hatchlings 
were presumed to have entered the Gulf. 
For Marco Island beach, 6,155 hatch-
lings emerged in 2025. 

According to sea turtle experts, the 
survival rate for hatchlings is very low, 
with roughly 0.1% making it to adult-

hood. For every thousand tiny hatchlings 
that make it to the surf, only one will sur-
vive to adulthood. Using this projection 
for Marco (6,155 hatchlings emerged in 
2025), about SIX hatchlings are expect-
ed to reach adulthood! 

For the mother sea turtle, it’s an 
odds game and by producing hundreds 
of eggs per clutch, she is hoping that at 
least a few will survive to start the next 
generation. On Marco Island in 2025, 
the average number of eggs per nest 
(clutch) was 101 eggs. 

There are numerous pitfalls on land 
for the hatchlings and every second 
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Collier County Totals

	 This Year	 Last Year	 This Year	 Last Year	 This Year 	 Last Year 	 Disoriented
Nests	 False Crawls	 Hatched Nests

247	 300	 257	 280	 189	 248	        13	
      61	 65	 63	 99	 53	 61	       3

204	 274	 257	 205	 156	 233	 25
240	 217	 184	 272	 182	 182	 48
316	 268	 291	 224	 228	 225	 30
630	 556	 851	 736	 470	 433	 0
37	 19	 36	 24	 23	 11	 0
170	 118	 251	 310	 116	 77	 16
183	 188	 305	 216	 130	 62	 0
138	 155	 165	 171	 97	 109	 0

  2226	 2160	 2660	 2537	 1644	 1641	 135

To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687

Photo by J. Jewett
J. Jewett, Marco Sea Turtle monitor standing in a very deep sand pit. These pits can 
pose significant risks to both adult sea turtles and hatchlings, trapping them and 
causing severe bodily harm. 

counts. If they wait too long to emerge 
from the nest, the baking sun is a killer; 
moving too fast and they attract the 
quick eye of birds and other predators 
above and the moment you think they’ve 
made it to the water’s edge, they fall into 
a deep sand pit!   

So, it is okay to pick up a baby sea 
turtle and carry it to the ocean – just to 
make sure it makes it? According to sea 
turtle experts, “Generally, no. Handling 

can disrupt their natural instinct to navi-
gate back to the water. Best to observe 
from a distance and contact experts, if 
needed.  

For September, hatchlings all over 
Collier County beaches and on Marco Is-
land are making their way to their ocean 
home – please fill your holes and remove 
all man-made objects from the beach. 
It’s one hatchling in a thousand that will 
survive to adulthood.

Table 2.3.4.1 Collier County Mean Clutch Size, 2025

Barefoot Vanderbilt Park Shore Naples Marco

Mean Egg Count per Nest 103 103 106 105 101

Collier County Mean Clutch Size (egg count per nest) for 2025, which includes Marco 
Island, taken from the 2025 Collier County Sea Turtle Protection Plan.


