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From this week’s sea turtle activity 
report, Marco Island has 19% more false 
crawls compared to all the Collier County 
beaches. It seems that the most striking 
feature difference between last season 
and this season is the Sand Dollar Island 
berm. This year, apparently the sea turtles 
did not like the berm, even after it was 
graded after completion. Whether the 
gradient on the berm was too steep, or 
they didn’t like the feel of the sand when 
they got to the top – we wish we could ask 
the sea turtles!

Marco Island also has the highest fre-
quency of disoriented nests (19%) com-
pared to the average of the other County 
beaches (13%). In 2024, according to the 
Collier County Sea Turtle Protection Plan, 
objects left on the beach could be obsta-
cles to nesting and hatchling sea turtles, 
such as beach umbrellas and furniture left 
on the beach overnight. Another big issue 
causing disorientation is the presence of 
artificial lights from beach-facing condos 
and the presence of human activities on 
the beach at night using bright lights from 
cell phones.

False Crawls 
Continue on Marco

 By Maria Lamb

Photos by Maria Lamb
Taken on August 24, 2025, a view of a series of water rivulets causing erosion on the 
berm, which was completed in April 2025.
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Collier County Totals

This Year	 Last Year	 This Year	 Last Year	 This Year 	 Last Year 	 Disoriented
Nests	 False Crawls	 Hatched Nests

Sea Turtle Activity Update August 12 - 18 , 2025

300	 222	 270	 187	 194	 83	 34
65	 55	 99	 75	 53	 21	 0
274	 221	 205	 198	 199	 107	 30
217	 213	 272	 188	 147	 64	 46
268	 244	 224	 277	 178	 69	 43
554	 419	 736	 658	 294	 142	 0
19	 10	 24	 17	 7	 0	 0
118	 97	 310	 231	 52	 32	 10
187	 135	 216	 190	 41	 31	 0
155	 129	 171	 134	 86	 44	 0
2157	 1745	 2527	 2155	 1251	 593	 163

To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687

Sea turtle monitors assessing a possible nest on top of the berm in June 
2025. The berm was re-graded to make it more sea turtle friendly for nesting 
loggerheads coming ashore.

S E A  T U R T L E  R E P O R T

CALL STEPHEN PAHR, RENTAL MANAGER
239.642.9200 | 800.377.9299
steve@rentmarco.com

291 South Collier Blvd.
Marco Island, FL  34145

RENTALS: www.rentmarco.com • SALES: www.4salemarco.com

Your Marco Island and Naples Property Specialists for 30+ Years and Running!!!

SEASON TIME AVAILABLE!!!

FEATURED LISTINGS

1656 Villa Ct.
Exquisite Waterfront 3 bed plus den home, built in 2021. 

Heated pool and hot tub.

Sandpiper #1204
Beachfront 3 bed 2.5 bath. 

Recently Renovated, Gulf Views

Ville de Marco F2
On Marco River, 1 bed 1 bath.  

Updated Throughout

NOW BOOKING 2026 Season

ROYAL PALM MALL 969 N. COLLIER BLVD.
ON THE CORNER OF COLLIER & BALD EAGLE, ENTER THROUGH THE COURTYARD

CLOSEDCLOSED
 FOR VACATION FOR VACATION

 SEPT 1ST -  SEPT 1ST - 
SEE YOU ON SEE YOU ON 
SEPT 15TH!SEPT 15TH!  

MAKE RESERVATIONS ONLINE AT 
WWW.ARTUROSBISTRO.COM OR CALL BETWEEN 10AM-10PM

Happy Hour 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 
4:45 THROUGH 8 PM
(Restrictions Apply. Does not include bottles of wine)

  Courtyard DiningCourtyard Dining
  Full Service Liquor BarFull Service Liquor Bar
  Private dining room’s available               Private dining room’s available               
(by reservation only)(by reservation only)

  To Go Party Trays AvailableTo Go Party Trays Available
  Regular Menu and Chef SpecialsRegular Menu and Chef Specials

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED 

20% OFF 
ALL TAKEOUT ORDERS  
BETWEEN 4:45 AND 8 PM 
MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY

WE’RE OPEN 
MONDAY - SATURDAY 


