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SEA TURTLE REPORT

Red Tone Lights
Best for Sea Turtles

By Maria Lamb

As we prepare to celebrate July 4th
and the 250th anniversary of America’s In-
dependence, we symbolize our celebration
with the colors red, white and blue! Red
stands for courage, blue for perseverance,
and white for innocence.

Sea Turtles have shown great resil-
ience and survived for over 100 million
years. We can also attribute the color red
for their instinct to survive, blue for navi-
gating a harsh ocean environment, and
white for their calm and gentle nature.

In terms of their preferred color choic-
es, according to experts, the best color
light for sea turtles is red. It is deemed the
least disruptive to their natural nesting
and hatching behavior. Reds are less
likely to disorient hatchlings away from
the ocean or deter females from coming

ashore to nest. FWC also recommends us-
ing bulbs or lamps that produce only long-
wave light (560 nanometers or greater),
which is red, amber, or orange.

Here on Marco Island, we have a Sea
Turtle Lighting Protection Ordinance
which is intended to provide additional
protection to sea turtles and designed to
minimize the impact of artificial lighting
on them. The ordinance also incorporates
the FWC’s recommendations on lighting
for both indoors and outdoors.

During the nesting season,

Marco Island is vigilant in en-
forcing beachfront lighting com-
pliance. The following list of nine
sea turtle protection violations

is scheduled to be heard by the
Code Enforcement Magistrate on
June 30, 2026.
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Remember to pack up all the kids toys. Hatchlings can get caught in the small toy buckets!
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EXCLUSIVE SPA BY JW OFFERS
Awailable weekly, Monday — Friday

50-Minute Marco Island Massage
or Custom Facial starting at

5175

Dazzle Dry Manicure & Pedicure
Combo starting at

5135

BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

Scan the QR code to book online or call

the spa’s front desk at 239-642-2686.

+ Spa Retail Boutique
+ Complimentary Self-Parking

+ Wellness Classes

Spa by JW is located at JW Marriott Marco Island

*Offers are valid from Monday — Friday, until October 31, 2026 for select services.
Services are subject to availability and must be booked in advance. Gratuity and tax
are not included. Can't be combined with any other discount, offer, or promotion.

FEATURING:

+ Day Use of Entire Spa Facility
including Pools and Sauna
« Personalized Treatments
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As we celebrate July 4th, let’s leave the
beach clean. Pack all trash - even small
litter or food scraps that can attract
predators or entangle sea turtles.

Sea Turtle Activity June 22-22, 2026
Beach ThisYE:rs s Last Year ThFi:I::afrawll.:stVear ThisYeal.rlatc'Ll:sc:slt:jisrts Disoriented
Barefoot 177 220 198 214 0 1 0
Delnor Wiggins 49 55 48 71 0 0 0
Vanderbilt 147 219 179 164 0 4 0
Parkshore 178 161 151 227 0 0 0
City of Naples 210 198 204 186 0 0 0
Keewaydin Is. 431 407 644 580 0 1 0
Sea Oat Island 19 13 23 15 0 0 0
Marco Island 19 66 193 214 1 0 0
Kice and Cape Romano | 130 128 234 187 0 0 0
10,000 Islands 106 12 135 129 0 0 0
Collier County Totals | 1566 | 1579 |2009 | 1987 1 6 0
To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687
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GULF & PRIME

SUMMERTIME
SPECIALS

WINE WEDNESDAY

50% OFF

SELECT BOTTLES

THURSDAY, FRIDAY
& SATURDAY

15% OFF

ENTIRE BILL FOR ALL
FLORIDA RESIDENTS

OFFER VALID THROUGH LABOR
DAY WITH VALID FLORIDA ID.

Emm SCAN THE QR

CODE FOR
MENU AND
RESERVATIONS

844 BALD EAGLE DRIVE
MARCO ISLAND, FL
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