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TURTLE REPORT

Why Sea Turtle Nests
Are Covered with Cages

By Maria Lamb

In areas known for high
depredation, such as Sand
Dollar Island beach and on
the main beaches of Marco
Island, protected screens
or cages are used to protect
sea turtle nests, according
to the Collier County Sea
Turtle Protection Plan. It in-
volves securing a three-foot
square wire mesh screen
over the clutch with metal
tent stakes. The two-by-
four-inch screen opening
are large enough to allow
the natural escape of hatch-
lings but small enough to
prevent most mammalian
depredation. This method
prevents predators from
digging under the screen.

This week there were 42
False Crawls recorded (12
false crawls last year, same
period) and the scarp/berm
at Sand Dollar Island was
about 35” this week at its
highest.

Photo by Maria Lamb
Scarp at Sand Dollar
4 Island contributing to
the record false crawls
this week (42).
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First of two caged sea turtle nests on Marco’s main beach. Photo by Jeanene Jewett

Sea Turtle Activity Update May 13 - 19, 2025

Beach This Veallf‘eStsLast Year ThisFVaeIas-:'e cri:,sltsVear This Year Halt.::te Vi:‘reStsDisoriented
Barefoot 32 27 25 19 0 0 0
Delnor Wiggins 8 7 9 1 0 0 0
Vanderbilt 32 39 21 37 0 0 0
Parkshore 24 20 34 19 0 0 0
City of Naples 18 32 32 36 0 0 0
Keewaydin Is. 68 52 43 60 0 0 0
Sea Oat Island 0 1 0 1 0 0 0
Marco Island 7 9 42 15 0 0 0
Kice and Cape Romano | 11 21 17 25 0 0 0
10,000 Islands 20 21 23 16 0 0 0
Collier County Totals | 220 229 246 229 0 0 0

To report dead, injured or disoriented sea turtles on Marco call 239-289-9736 or 239-289-9687

The Boutique is loaded with chic
gifts. Gorgeous robes for lounging,
easy breezy clothing items perfect for
island living. Austrian crystal tumblers
to sip your favorite hot or cold
beverage, beautiful fashion jewelry
and more. We also create beautiful
gift baskets for all occasions.

Marco Island’s #1 Stop for Flowers,
Gifts, and Norman Love Chocolates.

20% OFF

Any In Stock

Artwork.
Coupon expires 5/29/25
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Call or stop in to order or visit our website 24 hours a day.

MarcolslandFlorist.com n r@

178 S Barfield Dr. ® 239-394-8141 ® Mon - Sat 9AM - 5PM

THE

DEAK

OPEN Daily at 11 am

Tiki Bar & Outdoor Seating on the Water
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Where Chicago
Style Meets Marco
Island Flair

Serving Lunch & Dinner

$7.00 Happy Hour Appetizers!

—— SPECIALS —

Lobster Tail Special on
Monday and Wednesday

$5.00 Margaritas
all day Thursday

Mister Crab Cake
Specials Friday

Baby Back Ribs
Saturday Night

LIVE

ENTERTAINMENT
6-9 pm
Weather Permitting - Call for Details

Thursdays: Karaoke
Fridays: Jenny Woodman
Saturdays: Johnny Fusco

Happy Hour

Daily @ 2-6 pm/‘\

ﬁ\/\a\\/_:

SPEAK EASY ... BUT TELL EVELRYONE!
1106 N COLLIER BLVD = MARCO ISLAND
SpeakEasyMarco.com

239-970-2929 -




