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This photo of the Rex Theatré is from 1951.

John Cash (pictured) and Rex Theatré owner Chris Wagner work 
on the theater sign when it received a major overhaul in 2014. The 
sign got a fresh coat of paint, and the installation of new digital 
equipment, a new screen and 7.1 digital sound were installed at the 
theater in October of that year.

By Marcie Stanton
 An important part of Orofi-
no’s history, the iconic Rex The-
atré, is being threatened. Not by 
floods, fires or natural disasters, 
but by something that has afflict-
ed so many longtime traditions, 
technology. According to the Rex 
Theatre’s owner, Chris Wagner, 
of Grangeville, the theater is in 
dire danger of being closed per-
manently. The Rex was built in 
its present location, 156 Johnson 
Avenue, in 1914. The theater has 
been in Wagner’s family since his 
grandfather, Al Wagner Sr., pur-
chased it in 1955. Chris’ father, 
Al Wagner Jr., and uncle, John 
Wagner, bought it from their fa-
ther in the mid 1960’s, and Chris 
purchased the Rex from them in 
1994. He also owns the Blue Fox 
Theatré and Sunset Auto, both in 
Grangeville.
 According to Wagner, the cause 
of the Rex’s dilemma is one that 
distresses many theaters, stream-
ing. People can now stay home 
and stream movies, making the 
trip to the local theater unneces-
sary. But, when the recent Spider-
man movie was released only in 
theaters, not offered for stream-
ing, “People came out in droves 
all over the country,” said Wagner. 
“They’re ready to go to the movies 
again.” The Rex, which is current-
ly managed by Tony Crockett, Jai-
me Kasper, Ryan Smathers and 
Eric Boyd, was updated to digital 
and 7.1 sound in 2014. 
 In a 2017 interview with the 
Idaho County Free Press, Wagner 
said he began working at the Blue 
Fox Theatré in downtown Gran-
geville when he was 10 years old. 
He reported being behind the con-
cessions stand at this young age, 
and said, “I do enjoy movies, it’s 
in my blood.”
 Wagner says that since the pan-
demic, movies have been slow 
coming out of Hollywood, adding 
to the struggle for small town the-
aters (it’s unusual for a town the 
size of Orofino to have the luxury 
of having a theater.) He is antici-
pating that things will begin to im-
prove with the release of new mov-

Rex Theatré needs your help

Orofino icon threatened

ies. Until then, the theater will be 
open Thursday through Sunday, 
but Wagner is hoping to resume 
showing movies seven days a week 
again in the near future.
 When a longtime movie man 

such as Wagner makes a plea to 
a community to save a part of the 
town’s history, it is felt whole-
heartedly. “We need the people 
of Clearwater County’s support if 
they want the Rex to stay open.” 

By Marcie Stanton
 A snowstorm that hit the area 
late last Wednesday night and 
continued into Thursday, Jan. 6, 
dumped nine to 13 inches of snow 
in the Orofino area, depending on 
the location, making travel on the 
roads and highways difficult and 
treacherous. This was in addition 
to the previous accumulation of 
snow that had deposited six to 10 
inches of snow in the valley. Early 
Thursday morning Sheriff Chris 
Goetz sent out a message through 
social media and KLER Radio, 
saying that county plows were 
out, but were unable to keep up, 
and he requested that anyone that 
did not need to travel stay home. 
Emergency Management Coor-
dinator Don Gardner asked that 
people check on their family and 
friends. 
 There were multiple reports of 
downed trees along the highway 
and in other locations throughout 
the county, and power outages 
were also reported. Around 9 a.m. 
Thursday, according to Jeff Mar-
shall, of Clearwater Power, the Ah-
sahka substation for Clearwater 
Power lost power from the Bonne-
ville Power Administration (BPA) 
transmission line, knocking out 
service to Ahsahka and customers 
across the Clearwater River that 
have their service. Marshall said 
the substation was working prior 
to the outage from BPA.
 Most Orofino residents ex-
periencing outages had an ap-
proximate 4 ½ hour power out-
age. There were also smaller 
Clearwater Power outages that 
kept customers without power 
longer as crews worked diligently 
on the problems. Some customers 
in the Weippe/Pierce area reported 
still not having power on Friday, 
Jan. 7.
 Joint School District #171, 
including Orofino Junior/Senior 
High School, Timberline School, 
Peck Elementary School and Cav-
endish Elementary School, were 
closed on Thursday, and planned 
sports activities for Friday were 
canceled.
 Downed trees and the threat 
of avalanches forced the closure 
of U.S. Highway 12 by the Idaho 
Transportation Department (ITD), 
between Kooskia and the Montana 
border on Thursday. The snow-
storm triggered an avalanche that 
left more than two feet of snow. 

Snowstorm 
wreaks havoc

The avalanche near milepost 136 
was more than 10 feet deep and 
30-40 feet wide. Crews also had to 
clear smaller snow slides that had 
reached the highway.
 In a news release, Jared Hop-
kins with ITD said that drivers 
should prepare for narrow lanes 
and patches of ice and snow. Ava-
lanche specialists will continue to 
monitor the area through the win-
ter. Megan Jahns, spokeswoman 
for the transportation depart-
ment, said the area is a high risk 
for avalanches, so it has gates to 
close off the highway and weather 
stations in the mountains. There 
are many risk factors for ava-
lanches, such as the topography, 
which features steep slopes along 
the road, and heavy, wet snow that 
falls all at once. Highway 12 is one 
of two corridors in the state that 
an avalanche crew monitors. 
 Around Orofino, temperatures 
warmed up Friday, along with 
rain throughout much of the day, 
leaving mounds of snow melting, 
with standing water and slush 
plaguing much of the area.
 According to unconfirmed re-
ports, a vehicle slid on black ice 
on Michigan Avenue, near Forest 
Loop, striking a water/fire hy-
drant Saturday night. Water and 
ice could be seen through the 
DMV Building’s parking lot early 
Sunday morning, with the water 
reportedly running all the way 
through the mobile home park 
area at Carney Drive following the 
accident. City crews were out Sat-
urday night repairing the damage.
 When asked about the threat of 
flooding from Thursday’s snow-
storm, according to Don Gardner, 
“Provided that the snow melts 
during the day and freezes more 
at night and comes off slowly with 
no other big storms we should 
have no major flooding problems. 
Our worst month for flooding is 
February, like in 1996, we had a 
storm similar to this in late Janu-
ary and February and then a warm 
70 degree Pineapple Express rain 
on top of it causing the big flood of 
‘96. As of right now the best thing 
anyone can do is make sure that 
the drains around their property 
are working. We will continue to 
monitor the situation.”

Wednesday
A slight chance of rain or freez-

ing rain before 10 a.m, then a 
slight chance of rain between 10 
a.m. and 11 a.m. Patchy freezing 
fog before 8am. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 44. East wind 
around 5 mph. Chance of precipi-
tation is 20%.

Wednesday Night
Areas of freezing fog after 11 

p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 32. Southeast wind 3 to 5 
mph.

Thursday
A 30 percent chance of rain. Ar-

eas of freezing fog before 8 a.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
41. Light southeast wind.

Thursday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 31.
Friday

Partly sunny, with a high near 
41.

Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 28.
Saturday

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
39.

Saturday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 26.
Sunday

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 
38.

Sunday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 28.
M.L.King Day

A slight chance of rain and 
snow. Snow level 1200 feet ris-
ing to 2400 feet in the afternoon. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 38.

Chris Wagner stands in front 
of the popcorn machine at the 
Blue Fox Theatré.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 At the Clearwater County 
Chamber of Commerce’s (CCCC) 
first meeting of the year, held Jan. 
5, Diane Hairston was asked to 
share a bit about herself and how 
her prior experience will apply to 
her new position as she takes on 
the role of Director for Clearwater 
County Economic Development 
Council.
 Many folks know Hairston from 
her years of service spanning al-
most two decades with the Depart-
ment of Labor. Some might know 

New Economic Development 

Council Director Diane Hairston 

greets Chamber of Commerce

(See....New Economic 
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Norman Steadman 
completes 53 years as
City of Weippe Mayor.....


