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Sports & School - 7A

 Trees along US Highway 12 
near the Orofino Airport will be 
removed this week to improve 
safety for flyers and drivers. In 
recent years, the trees have grown 
taller and thicker, prompting the 
Federal Aviation Administration to 
ask the City of Orofino to remove 
those that are encroaching on the 

Tree removal at the Orofino Airport 
underway, with impacts to US-12 next week

runway. 
 Some trees are on property 
owned by the Idaho Transporta-
tion Department, which supports 
their removal to enhance safe-
ty by decreasing shade in winter 
months and improving drivers’ 
line of sight. 
 Starting Monday, March 23, 

crews began removing trees be-
tween US-12 and the airport. They 
are expected to be on site from 7 
a.m. to 5 p.m. for up to five days. 
A helicopter will transport the logs 
to another part of the grounds for 
processing. 

(See....Tree removal
pg 12A)

 Joint School District #171 
(JSD #171) food service depart-
ment will be providing meals to 
families with children during the 
school closure. A parent survey 
was distributed earlier. Those 
who have completed the survey 
will receive meals at designated 
bus stops or by picking them up 
at Orofino Elementary School.
 All parents have been notified 
by phone or email instructing 
them where their children can 
pick up meals. Each child will re-
ceive both breakfast and lunch at 
the same time.
 Any child age 1 to 18 years of 
age may take advantage of this 
service. Orofino Elementary 
School is the only open site. Meals 
may be picked up between 10 a.m. 
and 11:30 a.m. by using the par-
ent drop off lane.
 Children in the Pierce, Weippe 
and Peck areas will need to pick 
up meals at their bus stop.  All bus 
routes will be running as close to 
the normal morning route times 
as possible. Cavendish meals will 
be delivered as well.

School District

 to provide meals

during closure
 If children are not receiving 
meals and would like to be add-
ed to the list, parents may contact 
myself at griffithc@jsd171.org or 
call 208-476-0500.
 JSD171 is here to serve our 
children and community.  Please 
don’t hesitate to contact us if you 
have a need.

What CVHC is doing and What 
You Can do to Slow the Spread

 COVID-19 is a rapidly evolving 
situation that requires increased 
planning and effort from all 
members of our communities. 
 “Clearwater Valley Hospital 
and Clinics have taken every 
precaution during this time to 
help slow the spread of COVID-19 
and keep our employees, patients, 
and the community safe and 
healthy,” says Dr. Kelly McGrath, 
Chief Medical Officer, CVHC. 
 “You can expect to see a few 
changes when entering any of our 
facilities and the major one is 
access limited to a single point of 
entry.
 At Clearwater Valley Hospital we 
ask that you use the Emergency 
Department entrance.  We also 
have a tent set up for additional 
screening capabilities.  
 At Orofino Health Center please 
use the main entrance. This will 
help us manage our screening 
processes and ensure we keep 
everyone as safe and healthy as 
possible,” explains McGrath. 
 “When you visit one of our 

Clearwater Valley Hospital is equipped with a tent entrance at the emergency door for safety of patients.

Clearwater Valley Hospital 
prepares for Coronavirus

clinics, you can expect to be 
screened prior to, or upon 
entering, the reception or 
patient areas. For the safety of 
our community, staff and other 
patients, we encourage you to 
stay home if you are experiencing 
mild symptoms. Since there are 
vulnerable patients being seen at 
the clinic, Emergency Department 
and hospital, it is best to not place 
them at risk if you have mild 
symptoms,” says McGrath. 
 At this time CVHC is asking 
anyone who believes they may 
have the virus to CALL the clinic 
or hospital before coming in to get 
directions regarding next steps.  
 “If you do come to the clinic or 
hospital, you will be screened for 
symptoms. If appropriate, you will 
be given the option to wait in your 
vehicle. If you are accompanying 
a patient who potentially has the 
virus, to keep others safe, you 
may also be screened at the time 
of the visit,” explains McGrath. 
 “Even if you are not experiencing 
symptoms, it doesn’t mean you do 
not have the virus,” says McGrath.
 “Therefore it’s possible to 

spread the virus to those more 
vulnerable without even knowing 
it. The best way to slow the spread 
of COVID-19 is to stay home. Avoid 
gatherings of people 10 or more 
people and do not congregate 
together with groups.” 
 The CDC also recommends 
frequent hand washing with soap 
and water for at least 20 seconds 
and/or use of hand sanitizer that 
contains at least 60% alcohol, 
social distancing, staying home 
if you are sick, covering coughs 
and sneezes with elbow or a 
tissue (immediately disposed of) 
and cleaning frequently touched 
spaces.
 “One place you do not have 
to avoid is our beautiful great 
outdoors,” says McGrath. 
 “With the improving weather, we 
encourage everyone to get outside 
and take advantage of it...just not 
in groups! It will not only improve 
your health, it will help keep us all 
much happier and sane through 
this stressful time. Please stay 
safe and healthy and remember 
that we are here if and when you 
need us.” 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has required removal of the trees on both sides of the run-
way at the Orofino Airport. American Pioneering Excavators and Drilling, Inc. began work last week 
and anticipate to complete the work this week. In order to keep from transferring the logs back and 
forth across the landing strip, R.R. Cooper Helicopter Service transfers the smaller logs and debris to 
the east end of the airport for chipping. 

Even with school not being in session, Joint School District #171 
buses can still be seen around the county. They are dropping off 
breakfast and lunches at bus stops, running as close to their normal 
morning route times as possible.

Property tax reduction: 

NEW DEADLINE........

***
Six-day weather forecast is on 
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Orofino City Council 
approves Resolution

declaring State of 
Emergency

 The Mayor and City Council 
for the City of Orofino met in an 
unscheduled city council meeting 
on March 23, 2020 to consider 
adopting Resolution 20-490 which 
declares a State of Local Emergen-
cy as a result of the COVID-19 out-
break.  
 Even though there have been no 
confirmations of the virus within 
the city, the Governing Body felt 
strongly to be pro-active in trying 
to slow the spread of the virus 
within our region of the state.  As 
councilmembers discussed, it is 
not a matter of “if” the virus will 
come knocking on our doors, but 
a matter of “when”.  The city will 
closely monitor CDC guidelines 
and recommendations from the 
Governor’s Office.  The Resolution 
provides the following:
 Immediate Closure of all City 

Parks – All city and public parks 
shall immediately be closed to all 
citizens, organizations and sched-
uled events until further notice by 
the Mayor and City Council.
 City Recommends Business-

es to follow Center for Disease 

Control (CDC) Guidelines – The 
Mayor and City Council is rec-
ommending that all local busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs follow 
the recommendations of the CDC 
and the State of Idaho governing 
agencies, including the Office of 
the Governor, when providing 
services to their patrons.  This is 

(See....State of Emergency
pg 4A)

 Herman “Les” Eaves, former 
Clearwater County Ambulance 
Director, appeared for sentencing 
before Judge Gregory FitzMaurice 
at Clearwater County Courthouse 
on Tuesday, March 24.
 Eaves is charged with one count 
of grand theft by embezzlement, in 
excess of $1,000. The complaint 
filed April 23, 2019 specifically 
alleges over $30,000 to have been 
taken from Clearwater County 
Ambulance Service between Jan. 
1, 2015 and July 31, 2018.
 Attorney William Fitzgerald, 
public defender representing 
Eaves, asked that the plea agree-
ment include consideration for his 
client’s age and pending health is-
sues in determining an appropri-
ate sentence. He noted that Eaves’ 

Former ambulance 
director sentenced 

to probation, 
restitution and 

jail time

(See....Former ambulance 
director pg 10A)
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