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Coleman Oil Co. purchased 
Busch Distributing Inc., based in 
Pullman, and Sunset Marts this 
month. The deal included the 
marketing and distribution as-
sets of Busch Distributing, four 
bulk fuel plants, transportation 
fleet and Chevron lubricants busi-
ness as well as six Sunset Mart 
convenience stores, including the 
Orofino Sunset Mart on Michigan 
Avenue, according to a joint news 
release from the two businesses.
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January
Jeff Greene received a visit from 

some very important folks from 
Special Olympics Idaho who had 
traveled long and far through the 
windstorm on Jan. 13, to official-
ly announce that he, Jeff Greene, 
would be traveling to Russia to 
participate in the winter games of 
2022 Special Olympics!*

The members of Willing Work-
ers voted to finally disband their 
long and loved club. After 111 
years, and many good deeds done, 
lots of friends made and many 
people helped one by one, they 
have to finally close their doors. 
Mostly due to lack of new mem-
bers to continue forward with vol-
unteer work and secret deeds to 
those in need.* 

February
Governor Little, Senator Carl 

Crabtree and Commerce Director, 
Tom Kealey, visited Orofino on 
Feb. 5, meeting with Mayor Sean 
Simmons, Ziply CEO, Harold 
Zeitz, and local leaders.  

Governor Little commented, 
“Orofino was a good place for 

2021 Year End 
Review: Part I

work on the Broadband connec-
tivity as it has the right kind of 
base knowledge of what was need-
ed to work.”*

March
The Idaho Senate passed a 

unanimous vote Wednesday, 
March 10, for funding for new 
dormitories at the Idaho Youth 
ChalleNGe Academy in Pierce.

The money was included in an 
$89 million supplemental budget 
for the Permanent Building Fund, 
which finances capital projects 
across the state. The legislation is 
part of Gov. Brad Little’s “Build-
ing Idaho’s Future” proposal. It 
passed the Senate 34-0, after pre-
viously passing the House 57-9.*

The Blue Cross of Idaho Foun-
dation for Health is awarding 
$30,000 in grants to launch a 
telehealth pilot program at two 
libraries in Clearwater County. 
Both libraries will be able to offer 
telehealth visits, increasing access 
to healthcare in rural Idaho.*

Boise – Seven months ahead of 
the federally mandated deadline, 
the Idaho Division of Motor Vehi-
cles continues to raise awareness 
of the importance of obtaining 
a Star Card – Idaho’s REAL ID. 
Beginning Oct. 1, 2021, the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Securi-
ty will require a Star Card, U.S. 
passport, military ID, or other 
REAL ID compliant identification, 
to board a commercial flight and 
enter a federal facility.*

April
After 64 years of dedicated, 

hard-working and enthusiastic 

Jeff Greene (center) with parents, Scott and Nancy Greene. Nancy 
is his coach and is said to be tougher than most coaches when it 
comes to training. 

By Lenta Hall
Leroy and MaryAnn Kreider 

have lived in the trailer court next 
to Canoe Camp National Park 
near Highway 12 on Riverside for 
about 23 years. During that time 
they have spent countless hours 
cleaning, trimming brush and 
trees, clearing pathways, weed 
eating, and maintaining the over-

Volunteer caretakers at Canoe Camp 

National Park keep grounds clean 

and open up the view for visitors

MaryAnn and Leroy Kreider have been volunteers for the past 23 
years at Canoe Camp National Park located on Highway 12 near 
Orofino. (The inset is the logo that appears on MaryAnn’s shirt in 
recognition of the volunteer service she and Leroy have provided 
at the park.)

all beauty of the park. Orofino res-
idents and visitors to the commu-
nity greatly appreciate this work 
as they can walk along the river, 
watch the wildlife come and go, 
and take advantage of the clean 
restrooms the park offers. 

Leroy and MaryAnn began this 

(See....Volunteer caretakers
pg 5A)

Wednesday
A chance of snow before 11 

a.m., then a chance of flurries af-
ter 11 a.m. Partly sunny, with a 
high near 23. Calm wind becom-
ing west around 6 mph in the af-
ternoon. Chance of precipitation 
is 40%. Little or no snow accumu-
lation expected.

Wednesday Night
A 20 percent chance of snow af-

ter 11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a 
low around 8. West wind around 
5 mph becoming calm in the eve-
ning.

Thursday
Snow. High near 26. Light 

southeast wind. Chance of precip-
itation is 80%. New snow accumu-
lation of 1 to 2 inches possible.

Thursday Night
Snow likely, mainly before 11 

p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 17. Chance of precipita-
tion is 70%. New snow accumula-
tion of 1 to 3 inches possible.

Friday
A 30 percent chance of snow, 

mainly before 11 a.m. Mostly 
cloudy, with a high near 22. Little 
or no snow accumulation expect-
ed.

Friday Night
Mostly cloudy, with a low 

around 6.
New Year’s Day

A slight chance of snow. Partly 
sunny, with a high near 22.

Saturday Night
A chance of snow, mainly after 

11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 17.

Sunday
A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 30.
Sunday Night

A chance of snow. Mostly cloudy, 
with a low around 25.

Monday
Snow likely. Mostly cloudy, with 

a high near 35.

By Tam White, TRRFD Captain
On Thursday, Dec. 23, 2021 at 

approximately 3:45 p.m., Twin 
Ridge Rural Fire Department, 
along with Clearwater County 
Sheriff and Ambulance, respond-
ed to a house fire at 638 Huckle-
berry Butte Road. 

Upon arrival Twin Ridge found 
the house fully engulfed in flames 
and beyond salvaging. Due to lim-
ited access caused by icy roads 
and snow, the firefighters laid out 
1,400 feet of hose to protect ad-
jacent buildings, including a shop 
and two storage buildings, plus 
a number of vehicles and a boat, 
which were saved. The water was 
supplied by two fire engines and 
two tenders administered by 10 
firefighters.  

The homeowner, Joseph (Joey) 
Vaughn, said he had built a fire in 
the basement woodstove and an 
hour later a smoke alarm went off.  
He went down to check it out and 
found a fire burning in the wall 
near the stove. He put that fire out 

A residence on Huckleberry Butte Road was fully engulfed by flames when the Twin Ridge Rural Fire 
Department (TRRFD) arrived on scene Thursday, Dec. 23. Photo by Jarel Bruce of TRRFD. (See addi-
tional photos on page 8A)

Huckleberry Butte Road 

house total loss to fire
with a fire extinguisher, but quick-
ly found that the fire had already 
gone up into the wall and into the 
roof structure. 

Within a short time, the roof and 

walls had completely collapsed in.  
He escaped with just the clothes 
on his back. No injuries were re-
ported and the exact cause of the 
fire is unknown.   

OBS’ Christmas is going

to the Dogs Contest......


