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 Harold Kinne VFW Post 3296 
will be hosting a corned beef din-
ner and silent auction on Wednes-
day, March 17, 4 to 7 p.m. at the 
Orofino VFW, 330 Michigan Ave-
nue.
 There will be lots of great items 
to bid on for the silent auction 
fundraiser, and a dinner for just 

Get ready for the VFW 
corned beef dinner and 

silent auction!
$10 of corned beef and cabbage, 
including a salad and dessert. 
For those dining in, a free drink 
of a soda, beer, wine or well drink 
goes along with the meal.
 You may dine in or place your 
order to go by calling 208-476-
4117. Kids five and under eat for 
free.
 

By Elizabeth Morgan
In the past year, numerous 

council work sessions have been 
held in the attempt to reach a mu-
tual agreement between the City 
of Orofino and the Orofino Rural 
Fire District (ORFD). City Council 
members and Orofino Fire Chief 
Jon Hoyt met with Ernie Tuning, 
president of the ORFD Board and 
Clearwater County Emergency 
Management Coordinator and for-
mer councilman, Don Gardner, to 
find common ground at the coun-
cil work session March 2.

The council had rejected the 
last proposal submitted by the 
board Jan 5, for lack of includ-
ing discussed amendments to be 
made at a prior meeting in the 
document.

City Administrator Ryan Sma-
thers prepared a PowerPoint pre-
sentation prior to the meeting. 
He said the presentation was not 
based on his opinions but rath-
er a collection of what has been 
brought forth from each side.

One of the initial slides revealed 
property values protected for 
$126 million for the city, $70 mil-
lion for the district.

Gardner had stated that he had 
pointed out earlier that it was not 
the rural district’s fault the City 
had changed its business model 
for a full-time fire chief, but  was 
told the council’s goal in doing so 
was to provide better fire protec-
tion for both city and rural resi-
dents.

“Growth is both good and bad,” 
said Smathers, and he showed the 
new construction values based on 
last year’s records. ”One million 
dollars worth of new construction 
in the City, two million for the ru-
ral district, with room to grow.”

Levy rates for all fire districts 
in Clearwater County were shown 
from highest to lowest. ORFD ap-
peared second from the lowest, 
Tuning explained it was due to the 
fact that the district unlike any 
other district,  taxes residents for 
both the dwelling and the property 
and have since it began in 1952.

Property values protected for 
those districts. Upper Fords Creek, 
$8,429,818; Greer, $3,810,657; 
Grangemont, $5,731,387; Sun-
nyside, $16,280,883; Twin 
Ridge, $30,321,161; Big Canyon, 
$1,067,164; Evergreen Rural, 
$16,783,505; Orofino Rural Fire 
District, $70,297,391 and Weippe 
$26,420,975. “Again,” stressed 
Smathers, “This is just a compar-
ison, not fault finding.”

Shown next were outlines of 
City limits and those of the rural 
district. Response times were a 
major concern for the rural area. 
Hoyt had pinpointed various ad-
dresses on the map as well as 
the time required to get there. 
They were marked by different 
colored push pins representing 
increments of five minutes, up to 
requiring 25 or more minutes to 
reach.

ORFD has paid for the cost of 
the building, utilities and mainte-

Renewal of fire agreement 
to become a hot topic

nance of Station #3 in Konkolville. 
It currently has two trucks in it as 
well as all the extra turnout equip-
ment for firemen responding to 
that location with two firemen liv-
ing within the city and two living 
in the rural district.

“Something we all need to think 
about is when a truck needs to 
be replaced and the amount re-
quired to do so. A new fire truck, 
depending on the use ranges from 
$240,000 to $650,000. We may 
have a savings account but neither 
of our budgets can meet the cost 
of these trucks, to include the cost 
of annual maintenance. The city 
presently budgets $15,000/year 
for maintenance,” said Smathers.

He continued, “If there was a 
win/win solution, the rural could 
raise their tax rates to become a 
higher partner in this agreement 
in protecting homes and families. 
Rural residents continue to get 
better and reduced homeowner’s 
insurance rates, tax increases to 
individuals in the rural district 
are fair compared to other dis-
tricts in the county, and city res-
idents aren’t subsidizing.”

The next slide in the presen-
tation stated, “If we can’t agree, 
then no one wins, the city with-
draws fire protection from rural 
residents. Homeowners insurance 
becomes more expensive or not 
available at all. It further divides 
the community. Homes and lives 
are potentially lost. The rural dis-
trict has no staff and no equip-
ment to provide coverage and the 
district disbands.”

Another important number was 
the number of calls for service, 
with 51 percent in the city and 49 
percent in the rural district for the 
year of 2020, not to include rescue 
calls.

Mayor Sean Simmons asked 
Tuning to confirm that the rural 

district taxes not only the dwelling 
but the property as well. Tuning 
replied he was correct and added 
it was raised three percent each 
year, the maximum allowed with-
out a levy. He noted he was cer-
tain a levy would not pass. “We’re 
trying to put in dry hydrants so 
the trucks won’t have to run back 
into town for water. There’s one 
on Harmony Heights, one just 
past Weseman Cemetery, one on 
Shotgun Lane, just off Harmo-
ny Heights, one at the lower end 
of Harmony Heights, and one on 
top of Old Deer Creek. This sum-
mer we have one planned on Dent 
Bridge Road and hopefully one at 
the golf course.”

Councilwoman Jennifer Dun-
away stated she was having a hard 
time understanding why people in 
the city are paying so much more 
than rural residents for fire pro-
tection and yet the number of calls 
are about equal.

Gardner asked if he could re-
spond. “I brought the council real 
numbers (in October of 2020) 
based on property values which 
were not represented here tonight. 
The figures on the screen show 
the cost based on population, To 
come up with a cost per person, 
a certain dollar amount is not a 
valid number. I showed at a pri-
or meeting where the city received 
their money from, as well as the 
$40 per structure fee and .40 to 
.50 cents per acre to the State of 
Idaho Forest Practices Act and 
how all that money goes to C-PT-
PA (Clearwater-Potlatch Timber 
Protective Assocition) who are the 
ones responsible for the wildland 
portion of the district.

Hoyt said he had run the num-
bers by Len Young, CPTPA Fire 
Warden and was told that CPTPA 

The Clearwater Valley Fire Dis-
tricts Auxiliary (CVFDA) Guns 
and Hoses Bowl-off fundraiser at 
Riverside Lanes is this Sunday, 
March 14.  

Please remember to change 
your clocks as Daylight Saving 
Time springs forward one hour, 
at 2 a.m., on March 14, you don’t 
want to be late for this fun event.

Riverside Lanes will open their 
doors at 11 a.m. for those wish-
ing to grab a great burger before 
bowling, with registration starting 
at noon and a lot of fun beginning 
at 1 p.m. sharp.

There are a total of 10 teams 
for this great fundraiser with four 

Guns and Hoses Bowl-off 
this coming Sunday

Guns and six Hoses and each 
team captained by a Sheriff ’s De-
partment employee or a Firefight-
er with three additional bowlers 
per team.

So come out and cheer for your 
favorite team and help the CVFDA 
members help the fire districts! 
There will be many nice prizes 
from local merchants and com-
munity members for the bowlers 
and winning teams. 

There will also be fire helmets 
available in the bowling alley for 
anyone wishing to drop in a dona-
tion for the CVFDA.  Questions, 
contact Riverside Lanes at 208-
476-4914.

Planning is under way for the 
Annual Community Clean-up and 
Arbor Day activities, organized by 
the Cleawater Chamber of Com-
merce.  This event is set for Sat-
urday, April 24, at the Orofino 
City Park. Activities will begin at 
7 a.m. and will end with a BBQ in 
the park at 11:30 a.m.  

Anyone who is interested in 
helping make the community 

2021 Community Clean-up and 

Arbor Day planning underway
greener and cleaner is asked to 
contact the Executive Director, 
Jordyn Howell, at the Clearwater 
Chamber of Commerce (208) 476-
4335 or by email: director@orofi-
no.com.  

If any group is interested in do-
ing some Beautify Orofino projects 
during our Community Clean-Up 
event please specify your interest 
in doing so and we will advise you 
where those can take place.  

Thank you for helping keep our 
community a beautiful place to 
live!

 Starting Friday, March 12, 
at midnight, there will be road 
restrictions on all country roads 
with regulations, load limits, 
speed restrictions, and maximum 
gross vehicle weight of 30,000 
pounds. 
 For further information call 
the Clearwater County Road and 
Bridge Department at 208-476-
4813. 

Country road 
restrictions 
begin Friday

Two Lady Maniacs make Basketball 

Central Idaho All League Girls

All Stars team......................

Wednesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

51. East wind around 5 mph 
becoming calm in the morning.

Wednesday Night
A 20 percent chance of rain 

before 11 p.m. Snow level 3300 
feet lowering to 1800 feet after 
midnight. Partly cloudy, with a low 
around 31. Calm wind.

Thursday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

50. Calm wind becoming west 
around 5 mph in the afternoon.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

29.
Friday

Sunny, with a high near 53.
Friday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
31.

Saturday
Sunny, with a high near 57.

Saturday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

35.
Sunday

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 52.

Sunday Night
A slight chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level 3500 feet lowering to 
1500 feet after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 31.

Monday
A slight chance of rain and 

snow. Snow level rising to 1800 
feet in the afternoon. Partly sunny, 
with a high near 48.

The map indicates in green the boundaries of Orofino Fire District, with the Orofino Rural Fire Dis-
trict (ORFD) represented in red. Multi-colored pushpins which are harder to see on this map indicated 
traveling time to various locations in the rural district, in five-minute increments, extending to 25 or 
more minutes to respond.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 The Joint School District 171 
Board of Trustees met for a spe-
cial called meeting March 8, The 
agenda was brief having two items 
only. Chairman Dr. Charity Rob-
inson asked to address the board 
upon opening to clarify the error 
made at the last regular school 
board meeting Feb. 22.
 Robinson said she wished to 
apologize to constituents as well 
as the Zone II candidates. “It was 
a great interview and excellent dis-
cussion. A vote was taken which 
I misunderstood and misrepre-
sented the results. Dr. Garrett 
consulted with our lawyer and I 
thank him for clarifying the rules 
and laws which can sometimes be 
a bit ambiguous.
 “The vote taken Feb. 22 did 
count and Chris St. Germaine is 
the legal trustee. Two trustees vot-
ed in favor and two members of 

Special called school board 
meeting recognizes St. Germaine

 as new trustee for Zone II
the board did not vote at all. I in-
terpreted those as a lack of a ma-
jority required to pass the vote.”
 The board will verify the candi-
date’s appointment when she is 
sworn in at the regular meeting 
which is Monday, March 15.
 Trustees voted to amend the 
minutes of Feb. 22 to read that 
Chris St. Germaine was elected to 
represent Zone II.
 Also approved by trustees was 
the recent decision to hire Rebec-
ca Kosinski to serve as the new 
principal for Idaho Youth Chal-
leNGe Academy (IDYCA). Kosin-
sky is presently a language arts 
teacher at Timberline High School 
and will begin her new role July 
1, with a new class starting in 
mid-July.
 IDYCA’s present principal, Bick-
er Therien who has been with 
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