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Twin Ridge RFD
Cleanup Day....

Orofino Fire Department and Sunnyside Fire Department received grants from the Innovia Founda-
tion for $5,603 and $5,434 respectively, and $2,000 each in matching grants from the Clearwater Val-
ley Fire Districts Auxiliary. The grants were to buy state-of-the-art radios for the fire trucks. On hand 
were the fire chiefs, Rich Hull and Bart Jones. Shown (l to r) are: Bart Jones, Orofino Assistant Fire 
Chief; Cheryl Jones, Clearwater Valley Fire Districts Auxiliary President; Barbara-Lee Jordan, grant 
writer; and Rich Hull, Sunnyside Rural Fire District Chief.

By Tammy Gilmer, 
OCI secretary/manager

Orofino Celebrations Inc. (OCI) 
members held their first monthly 
meeting for the year on Tuesday, 
April 26.  The group was treated to 
barbequed burgers, hotdogs and 
salads thanks to Craig Marvin, 
Billie Lee and Tammy Davis.  Four 
new members were welcomed to 
the group.

The Grand Marshals for 2022 
will be Mick and Mary Ann 
McLaughlin.  They were to have 
been grand marshals last year and 
were not able to fulfill the duties 
due to Orofino Lumberjack Days 
being canceled.  This year will be a 
real celebration with Mick having 
battled cancer, being in remission 
and having a reason to enjoy the 
festivities. 

The theme for the 2022 Orofino 
Lumberjack Days is “Fair Fun for 
Everyone,” for Sept. 15-18.

Orofino Celebrations will 
continue to be awarding two 
$500 scholarships to seniors at 

Plans being made 

for this year’s 

Lumberjack Days
Orofino Jr. /Sr. High School and 
Timberline High School in honor 
of Monk Montgomery/Orofino 
Celebrations, Inc.

Changes to the weekend 
schedules are taking place.
The first change is the Kiddies 

Parade normally held on Friday 
at noon is now going to be held at 
the beginning of the Main Parade 
on Sat.  This was the plan for last 
year and is still the plan going 
forth this year.  The numbers of 
participants have been dropping 
each year, despite the increased 
advertising to try to get the 
numbers to increase.  Children 
are still encouraged to take part, 
but they will be placed at the 
beginning of the Main Parade 
following the Color Guard.  

The second change is that the 
Truck Driving competition is not 
going to take place on Saturday 
afternoon.  Idaho Truck has been 
a wonderful supporter of Orofino 
Lumberjack Days, for a number 
of years, but, unfortunately, they 
can no longer supply the logging 
truck and trailer because their 
insurance company will not allow 
them to.  

The Lumberjack Days show will 
be adding to the women’s events so 
that they can add points for ALA.  
This year the women’s horizontal 
chop is being added.

The stone-boat for the horse 
pull was moved from the arena 
and has undergone some repairs.  
The ends of it have been repaired 
and it is now going to be taken to 
the Orofino Body Shop for a new 
paint job.  It weighs about one 
thousand pounds so it is not a 
lightweight project to be moving 
around.  Once it is done, it should 
be good for a number of years.

A couple of the members 
have been down and walked the 
bleachers in the arena.  There 
is some extensive damage to a 
number of the bleacher boards.  
Lumberjack Days has not used 
them for the last two years.  The 
cost of lumber is costly and it is 

By Angela Feldmann, 
Dworshak National Fish Hatch-

ery and the Nez Perce Tribe would 
like to invite you to spend the day 
fishing at Tunnel Pond this Friday, 
May 6. We will be offering a fun 
day of free fishing this year rath-
er than the full organized Kid’s 
Fishing Day we have held in past 
years. However, we do plan to hold 
a larger event in 2023. 

Tunnel Pond is fully stocked 
with over 1000 rainbow trout! 

Tunnel Pond

Free Kid’s Fishing Day
Kids 13 and under can fish with-
out a permit but all anglers are 
welcome to take advantage of a 
great day of fishing and a chance 
to connect with nature. A fish-
ing pass for the pond is $5 per 
adult for single day and $25 for an 
annual permit for residents, $30 
for non-residents. 

Permits are available at Nez 
Perce Express II (near Clearwater 
River Casino), Dale & Jill’s Sport-
ing Goods (Kamiah), Orofino 

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather
Max.
  71
  72
  81
  92
  62
  62
  67 

Min.
41
50
44
56
47
41
37

Apr. 25
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Min.
  45 
  53 
  41 
  37 
  45 
  45 
  47 

Precip.
    .00 
    .16 
    .00 
    .00 

.14 

.15

.00

Max.
  72
  59 
  54 
  59 
  60 
  60 
  62

Last Week’s 
Weather

May 3
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Mom’s

Day  is

Sunday

Wednesday
Mostly sunny, with a high near 

74. Calm wind becoming east 
southeast around 6 mph in the 
morning.

Wednesday Night
Partly cloudy, with a low around 

49. East southeast wind 3 to 5 
mph.

Thursday
Showers likely, mainly after 

noon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 67. Calm wind becoming 
west 5 to 7 mph in the afternoon. 
Winds could gust as high as 18 
mph. Chance of precipitation is 
70%. New precipitation amounts 
between a tenth and quarter of an 
inch possible.

Thursday Night
Showers. Low around 48. 

Chance of precipitation is 80%. 
New precipitation amounts be-
tween a tenth and quarter of an 
inch possible.

Friday
Showers likely, then showers 

and possibly a thunderstorm af-
ter noon. High near 66. Chance of 
precipitation is 80%. New rainfall 
amounts between a quarter and 
half of an inch possible.

Friday Night
Showers and possibly a thun-

derstorm before midnight, then 
showers likely. Mostly cloudy, with 
a low around 44.

Saturday
Showers likely. Mostly cloudy, 

with a high near 56.
Saturday Night

A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 40.

Sunday
A chance of showers. Mostly 

cloudy, with a high near 55.
Sunday Night

A chance of showers. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 39.

Monday
A chance of showers. Partly sun-

ny, with a high near 59.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 An environmental release was 
confirmed at the Orofino City 
Council meeting held April 26, 
for the Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG), for place-
ment of a pre-fabricated public re-
stroom at Champion Park, locat-
ed above the Orofino Elementary 
School.
 Administrator Ryan Smathers 
explained the assessment was 
part of the process for the proj-
ect to move forward, making sure 
that all factors and requirements 
were in compliance.

Petitions, applications,
and communications

 The council approved the Jet 
Boat Show and Shine street clo-
sure request on College Ave. for 
Friday, June 17, from 4 to 8:30 
p.m., prior to the Jet Boat Races 
taking place that weekend.
 A thank you letter addressed to 
the City of Orofino and Orofino 
Police Department was received 
from Prosecuting Attorney, E. 
Clayne Tyler, expressing his grat-
itude for “resources, excellent in-
vestigatory work and assistance 
through trial, which led to the con-
viction of the person responsible 
for murdering Samantha Fignani 
three years ago.”
 Tyler indicated his office had 
received word April 7, that the 
“Idaho Court of Appeals had de-
nied Jessica Colpitt’s appeal and 
upheld the conviction as ruled.”
 The opinion also highlights lead 
investigator Vincent Frazier’s tes-
timony, investigation and efforts, 
with obvious approval.
 “With this opinion,” stated Tyler, 
“I believe this case is finally over. 
Samantha’s surviving family, espe-
cially her mother, have asked that 
I relay their gratitude as well.”
 Proclamation of the 53rd Annu-
al Professional Municipal Clerks 
Week from May 1 to May 7, was 
announced by Mayor Sean Sim-
mons. 

Departmental reports
 Administrator Smathers recent-
ly spoke with Fish and Game re-

Public restrooms at Champion 
Park one step closer

garding the impact of fishing tour-
naments on Dworshak Reservoir, 
as reported by Dr. Dennis Harper. 
Fish and Game thanked Harper 

and the city for the concern and 
will address the issue in the near 

(See....Champion Park
pg 18A)

 Clearwater County will be con-
ducting a Primary Election and 
Consolidated Election on Tuesday, 
May 17, 2022, from 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. for the following taxing dis-
tricts and for the following pur-
poses to be held at the precinct 
locations all as indicated below.

Supplemental
Levy Elections

2022 Clearwater County Primary 
and Consolidated Elections

 Pursuant to resolutions of the 
following school districts the fol-
lowing elections will be conducted 
for the purpose of voting upon the 
question and proposition for each 
district as listed:
 Shall the board of Trustees of 
Whitepine Joint School District 
No. 288 be authorized to levy a 
supplemental levy in the amount 

of Eight Hundred Eighty Thou-
sand dollars ($880,000.00) per 
year for a period of one year com-
mencing with the fiscal year be-
ginning July 1, 2022, and ending 
June 30, 2023, for the purpose 
of paying all lawful expenses of 
maintaining and operating the 

(See....Elections
pg 10A)

 According to the Clearwater 
County Sheriff’s Office, Latah 
County Prosecutor William W. 
Thompson released his findings 
Tuesday, May 3, that the Jan. 
31 officer-involved shooting of 
Michael J. Trappett, of Orofino, 
was legally justifiable. Thompson 
reported the Clearwater County 
deputies who confronted Trappett 
that night at the home of Trap-
pett’s parents had reasonable and 
probable cause to conclude that 
Trappett posed “a threat of death 
or serious physical injury” to the 
officers or other persons.
 According to an earlier news 
release Trappett, 48, was killed 
during a confrontation with dep-
uties outside his parents’ home 
on Harmony Heights Loop Road. 

Investigation rules

 officer-involved shooting 
was legally justifiable

The deputies had been dispatched 
to the residence about 2:24 a.m. 
Jan. 31 for a report of an aggres-
sive, intoxicated man armed with 
a knife. When the deputies ar-
rived, they weren’t able initially to 
locate the man, but later encoun-
tered him outside the residence.
 The man, later identified as 
Trappett, was armed with a knife 
and became aggressive toward the 
deputies with the knife, the news 
release said. Trappett would not 
respond to verbal commands and 
deadly force was used, the sher-
iff’s office reported.
 According to Clearwater County 
Sheriff Chris Goetz, the Deputies 
involved in this incident have been 
returned to their regular patrol 
duties.
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