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Veterans of Foreign Wars Harold 
Kinne Post #3296 buried the ash-
es of retired US flags during cer-
emonies Tuesday, June 14, Flag 
Day, at Riverside Cemetery.

The flags had previously been 
retired and burned as is the pro-
tocol when flags have become old 
and worn, unless they are polyes-
ter or nylon in which case there is 
another protocol.

Flag Day, June 14, celebrates 
the official symbol for the Unit-
ed States, the Stars and Stripes. 
The holiday was recognized by 
Congress on June 14, 1777. Not 
only is the U.S. flag older than 
the Union Jack of Great Britain 
and the tri-color flag of France, it 
is also the only flag to have been 
flown on the moon, according to 
the VFW website.

Congress first determined that 
there should be a star and stripe 
for every state, originally 13. The 
flag had 13 stars with 7 red and 6 
white stripes. 

In 1794, when two new states 
were added, the flag had 15 stars 
and 15 stripes. By 1818, there 
were 20 states, but the country 
was still using the flag with 15 
stars and 15 stripes. 

When Congress thought about 
a flag with 20 stripes, they agreed 
that it might become a prob-
lem because of its size, so they 
passed a law that there would be 

Quartermaster Ron Roy (left) holds the container with the ashes of 
the U.S. flags there were retired this year while Commander Dave 
Owsley reads the words of the commemoration ceremony. Photo by 
Nancy Butler

VFW commemorates 

Flag Day, June 14
13 stripes for the original states 
and a star would be added as new 
states joined the union.

Today, the U.S. flag has 13 
stripes of red and white with 50 
stars on a blue background next 
to the staff in the upper left cor-
ner of the flag. The colors in the 
flag have special meanings: red for 
valor and zeal; white for hope and 
cleanliness of life; and blue -- the 
color heaven -- for reverence and 
loyalty, the website continues.

The Maniac jets its way through the high waters of the Clearwater River for the Clearwater River Rush 
Jet Boat Race, held June 18. Photo by Coleen Jones/Onyx Photography

AHSAHKA — In a ceremony at-
tended by Interior Secretary Deb 
Haaland, top civilian leaders of 
the Army Corps of Engineers and 
other state, federal and tribal dig-
nitaries, the Nez Perce Tribe of-
ficially took over fish production 
responsibilities at Dworshak Na-
tional Fish Hatchery on Thursday.

The hatchery, constructed in 
1969, has been co-managed by the 
tribe for the past 18 years and is a 
key cog in the federal and region-
al effort to produce salmon and 
steelhead to mitigate for declines 
caused by Dworshak Dam on the 
North Fork of the Clearwater Riv-
er and the four dams on the lower 
Snake River.

Moving forward, the tribe will 
be responsible for spawning and 
rearing steelhead, spring chinook 
and coho at the hatchery and tak-
ing care of the facility. The Corps 
will continue to own and partial-
ly fund the hatchery and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service will ad-
minister the facility and be in 
charge of fish health measures.

Haaland, a member of the La-
guna Pueblo Tribe from New Mex-
ico, is the first Native American to 
serve as cabinet secretary. Stand-
ing in front of the hatchery, she en-
visioned what the area looked like 

Nez Perce Tribe takes over fish production at Dworshak

Army Corps will continue to own and 

partially fund the hatchery

Interior Secretary Deb Haaland

hundreds and even thousands of 
years ago.

“I can imagine the ancient fish-
ing villages and harvesting tradi-
tions that center around the cycles 
of the fish that traverse this river 
every season,” she said. “It re-
minds me of the traditions of the 
Pueblo people that revolve around 
the planting and growing and har-
vesting of our crops.”

“This action is about honoring 
the sacrifices of our ancestors, 
practicing the traditions that con-
nect us to them, understanding 
that despite all odds, we are still 
here,” she said. “As the first Native 
American cabinet secretary in our 
country’s history, I can’t express 
how humbled I am to be here with 
all of you for this profound event.”

Jaime Pinkham, a member of 
the Nez Perce tribe who is serving 
as the assistant deputy secretary 
for civil works for the corps, also 
looked backward during his re-
marks. He relayed a Nez Perce sto-
ry, told to him by his grandfather, 
of the Creator calling all the ani-
mals together and notifying them 
change was coming in the form 
of humans, a new creature that 
would need assistance to survive.

The animals lined up to say how 
they would help people. Salmon 

was first to speak and pledged his 
flesh as nourishment.

“It’s important to note that 
salmon has always been the first. 
The first to testify, the first to qual-
ify, the first food that is set before 
us whether we’re celebrating life 
or death,” he said. “And one of the 
first foods that comes out in the 
springtime that nourishes us be-
yond winter.”

Since that time, Pinkham said 
the Nez Perce have been tasked 

Orofino Celebrations 

meeting scheduled
The regular monthly meeting 

for Orofino Celebrations will be 
Tuesday, June 28, at 6 p.m. at the 

Hours of operating 
change at DMV and 
Clearwater County 
Assessor’s Office

Clearwater County Assessor’s 
Office in the courthouse at 150 
Michigan Ave and the DMV Of-
fice at 2200 Michigan Ave will be 
changing hours of operation as of 
July 11, 2022. 

DMV hours will be Monday – 
Thursday 7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

Assessor’s Office will be Monday 
– Thursday as well, walk in hours 
will be 8 a.m. – 5 p.m., available 
by phone from 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

The two Offices will be closed 
on Fridays and Holidays.

The Potlatch-Jaype Plywood 
Reunion potluck will be held Sun-
day, June 26 at the Orofino City 
Park from noon to 4 p.m.

Potlatch-Jaype 
Plywood Reunion

Wednesday
Sunny, with a high near 85. 

Calm wind becoming southeast 
around 5 mph.

Wednesday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

58. West wind around 5 mph be-
coming calm in the evening.

Thursday
Sunny, with a high near 76. 

Light west wind becoming west 
northwest 5 to 10 mph in the 
morning. Winds could gust as high 
as 18 mph.

Thursday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

51.
Friday

Sunny, with a high near 79.
Friday Night

Clear, with a low around 53.
Saturday

Sunny, with a high near 84.
Saturday Night

Mostly clear, with a low around 
56.

Sunday
Sunny, with a high near 88.

Sunday Night
Mostly clear, with a low around 

60.
Monday

Sunny, with a high near 90.

According to the Clearwater 
County Sheriff ’s Office (CCSO), 
on Saturday, June 18, at approx-
imately 1:39 p.m., deputies from 
CCSO, along with Clearwater 
County Ambulance, and Orofino 
Fire Department, responded to a 
structure fire located at #5 Chi-
nook Lane, in the Hidden Village 
area of Orofino. 

The house was reported by wit-
nesses to be fully engulfed with 

Man dies in structure fire
one occupant inside. Orofino Fire 
managed to contain the fire, and 
the investigation is ongoing.

According to an update provid-
ed by CCSO on Tuesday, the de-
ceased occupant of the residence 
was identified as Robert Marc Ma-
son, age 60. The cause of death 
was smoke inhalation. The State 
of Idaho Fire Marshall reported to 
the scene of the fire. The cause of 
the fire is still under investigation.

Please bring a dish. Bottled 
water and eating utensils will be 
provided.

White Pine Building. 
Plans are underway for Orofi-

no Lumberjack Days on Sept. 15 
through Sept. 18.  

The theme is “Fair Fun for Ev-
eryone.” Anyone interested in 
helping are encouraged to attend.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Orofino City Council members 
listened to the concerns expressed 
by Bill Gamble, regarding the pro-
posed amendments to the City’s 
Zoning Ordinance at the regular 
council meeting held June 14. The 
council was prepared to make a fi-
nal decision that evening, but held 
off to consider Gamble’s remarks.
 Gamble said of particular inter-
est was how the ordinance would 
be enforced and the long-term di-
rection, regulations such as these 
and others have on the communi-
ty. “We don’t want to see the com-
munity turn back into a mining 
camp, but we don’t need to turn it 
into Bellevue, WA.”
 Gamble moved to the area a 
couple years ago and stated that 
he had lived in his camper for 
a few months last year as he re-
placed the carpets in his house, 
and that no one seemed to notice. 
He confirmed he had used the RV 
dump for waste disposal. “My is-
sue is philosophical in that I ques-
tion the direction we are headed. I 
suspect that next, they won’t like 
the appearance of the camper 
parked on my property.
 “I think it would behoove the 
council to have an open dialogue 
about what direction the city 

(See...Council
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Council accepts 

additional 

input regarding 

use of RVs
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