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Sheriff’s office seeking 
information on vehicle 
fire....................

By Lynn MacEachern
Meet Rich Hull, volunteer Fire 

Chief for the Sunnyside Fire Dis-
trict in Clearwater County. You can 
find him every Saturday morn-
ing at the Sunnyside Fire Station 
showing folks around, answering 
questions about fire safety for res-
idents, checking equipment, pro-
viding training or sharing a cup of 
coffee with volunteers who stop by.  
When he’s not at the firehouse or 
working on fire district business, 
you’ll find him in his shop work-
ing on building a new sailboat, or 
just tinkering around.

One of Rich’s fondest memories 
of growing up in Durham, NH was 
helping his engineer father build 
the family sailboat.  Rich discov-
ered early in life that he was good 
with his hands and enjoys work-
ing with both metal and wood.  

When asked how he, born and 
raised in New Hampshire, end-
ed up at age 26 in Idaho, Rich 
laughed. “Well”, he said, “a friend 
I’ve had since elementary school 
had a girlfriend who had an uncle 
who lived in Peck . My friend and 
I decided, as young men will, to 
travel across the country and pay 
him a visit.  This was in 1980 and 
I’ve been here ever since.”

Rich spent his first winter in 
Stanley, Idaho where he worked 
building log houses and fencing. 
The next year he bought land in 
Peck, and built his own house in 
Little Canyon, where he lived for 
18 years.  During this time, he 
married and had two sons.  Isaac, 
34, lives in Clearwater County 
and works as Area Fire Warden 
for Clearwater-Potlatch Timber 
Protective Association (CPTPA).  
Silas, 29, now lives in California 
where he works with the forest 
service.

In the early 2000’s Rich and his 
late-partner, Sharon  Shropshire, 
moved to Sunnyside Bench where 
they, together with Sharon’s five 
children, built the house they call 
home. Sadly, Sharon passed in 
2020. 

It was shortly after moving to 
Sunnyside that Rich met John 
Willard, the man who would be-
come his firefighting mentor. 
John, known locally as the Father 
of the Sunnyside Fire District, in-
vited Rich to a fire district meet-
ing.  Like many potential volun-
teers, Rich thought he was much 
too busy and declined the invita-
tion numerous times.  John was 
persistent and finally Rich said 
yes, partly to be polite, and part-
ly out of curiosity as John had 
continued to tell him about the 
important work of volunteer fire-
fighters.

Dick Monaghan, Firefighter and District Commissioner; Lonnie Richardson, Captain and Rich Hull, 
Fire Chief are shown (l to r), with Tender 92, a 1500 gallon tactical water tender. A tactical water ten-
der is designed for wildland firefighting as well as supporting structural fire engines with a portable 
water supply.

Rich readily admits “I was real-
ly reluctant to go when John first 
asked me. I mean, primarily, I 
was busy with kids, scouting and 
working as a teacher at the pris-
on in Orofino and second, I didn’t 
know the first thing about fight-
ing fires. It must have been about 
2006 when I finally told John, ‘OK 
I’ll come, just to check it out.’”

“I have to admit,” Rich added, 
“I love learning new things and 
at that first meeting John started 
to talk about the wildland/urban 
interface which was a new con-
cept for me. Not only had I never 
heard the term, but it accurately 
described exactly where I lived. I 
was hooked – I wanted to know 
more. So, I started out as almost 
every volunteer does, as a rook-
ie.”  Rich went on to explain that 
every rookie firefighter brings per-
sonal skills to the fire department 
as most are coming from other 
professions. “In my case, I’ve al-
ways been good with my hands 
so I could help with maintenance 
work on the trucks and fabricate 
materials to keep things in repair. 
I was a school teacher so I could 
handle the basics of training and 
I was enthusiastic when the other 
volunteers were happy to show me 
the ropes.”

John Willard started to recruit 
Rich to be chief about a year be-
fore John moved to California.  
“It was intimidating to be asked 
to serve as chief when I felt I had 
spent a relatively short time as a 
firefighter. John left mighty big 
shoes to fill. There are so many 
parts of a volunteer fire depart-
ment that must fall into place so 
that we can respond in a minute’s 
notice. I was honored to be asked 
but it took some courage to say 
yes”.

Rich is quick to point out that 
John reminded him that the 
county had some very seasoned 
firefighters and district chiefs who 
were known for their support of 
the area. “It was John’s reminding 
me that no one does a volunteer 
job like this alone that allowed 
me to accept, and John was right.   
Orofino’s then fire chief, Mike Lee, 
was a great source of help and 
support in showing me how things 
were done in other departments. 
Orofino Fire Chief, Jon Hoyt, has 
been quick to answer any ques-
tions we have.  Believe me, our de-
partment volunteers got to know 
Jon Hoyt and his team pretty well 
fighting fires these past few sea-
sons,” Rich added.

Rich has no hesitation about his 
favorite part of being a volunteer.  
“It’s the people,” he said. “Without 
a doubt, it’s the people I get to be 

involved with, these are folks with 
big hearts and lots of smarts. All 
they need is someone to say ‘here, 
take this and run with it’. Our 
volunteers come with all kinds of 
work experience. My job as chief 
is mostly letting the other volun-
teers open up to our challenges 
with their own special set of skills.  
It’s easy because these are people 
who really want to give.” 

Thinking about the meaning-
ful part of being a volunteer, Rich 
paused and reflected. “I think 
there are  two sides of this for me 
that really reflect back on each oth-
er. On the one hand, I get a lot of 
satisfaction from watching an or-
ganization do a job and do it well.  
When everything runs smoothly 
because we all come together and 
make it work, I get a deep sense 
of belonging to something import-
ant. You know, everybody needs a 
fire department,” he said. “But”, 
Rich continued, “can you imagine 

By Lenta Hall 
When Jared Gray heard of Dana 

Hueth’s dream of a gift shop, he 
offered her the opportunity to rent 
a corner in his shop to sell her 
items. Her dream, 33 Feathers, 
was born.

Jared’s business, The 
Wannigans BBQ and Gifts, is a 
restaurant and gift shop, open 
Thursday through Saturday, 
11:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. He opened 
in 2020 and is located at 152 
Johnson Avenue, Orofino. 

Jared offers brisket, ribs, pulled 
pork and chicken BBQ products 
with sides. You have to stop in 
to appreciate the individuality of 
what this little restaurant has to 
offer. 

Dana grew up in Weippe. She 
had a praying grandmother who, 
when she was little, took her to 
her Seventh-day Adventist Church 
every Sunday. She credits this as 
a blessing that later reflected in 
her acceptance of the Lord. Her 
grandmother had planted a seed 
that would germinate and bear 
fruit. 

Unfortunately, she fell into party 
life and drugs, which resulted in 
her landing in jail. 

Even here, she was not forgotten 
by the Lord, as she discovered 
that the one way she could get out 
for a break was to go to church! 
She took the opportunity. 

Dana says it was during one of 
these times attending church that 

Dana Hueth with Matthew, starting anew.  

The Wannigan opens the door 

for fulfillment of a dream
the Spirit of God flipped her life 
around and she met her Savior. 

There is ample time for much 
reflection when confined, time 
to consider your life and where 
you really are. She had time to 
consider her new walk carefully. 

But, for a short time, after her 
release from confinement, she fell 
back into former things. Somehow 
there just was no longer any 
pleasure in that lifestyle any more. 
She became spiritually hungry for 
God. That taste of heaven had 
etched it’s mark on her forever. 

At 33 years of age she was able 
to get completely clean and has 
remained so to this very day. 

She accredits her victory over 
her former lifestyle to the Lord 
and working with the Idaho 
Probation and Parole Board. 

(See.....The Wannigan
pg 3A)

A jury trial has been scheduled 
for a man charged with three felo-
ny counts of battery and robbery 
in connection with an altercation 
at a Weippe bar on Nov. 2.

Jeremy Josh Barbee, 41, ad-
dress not given, appeared before 
2nd District Judge Gregory Fitz-
Maurice on Tuesday, Nov. 30, and 
pleaded innocent to the charges. A 
jury trial was scheduled for Feb. 
23 and bond remains at $100,000.

According to court records, 
Clearwater County Deputy Ste-
phen Brookshire was called to 
the Elkhorn Tavern in Weippe at 
about 11 p.m. Nov. 2. Upon arriv-
al, Brookshire saw Mitchel Rich-
ards lying on the floor of the bar in 
a puddle of blood. Richards’ eyes 
were swollen and he had a bloody 
nose.

According to court records, 
Brookshire questioned witness-
es at the bar, including Richards, 
who said Barbee initiated an un-
provoked attack on Richards 
while Richards was playing a slot 
machine. According to reports, 
Barbee allegedly hit Richards and 
stabbed him with a pool cue, caus-
ing Richards to pass out. Richards 
claimed that while he was uncon-
scious Barbee allegedly removed 
Richards’ wallet and stole $400.

Brookshire located Barbee at a 
nearby residence and ultimately 
arrested him. While on the way to 
jail, Barbee repeatedly banged his 
head against a screen in the patrol 
car, the court record said.

Along with the three felonies, 
Barbee is also charged with mis-
demeanor indecent exposure and 
resisting arrest. He is being rep-
resented by William J. Fitzgerald. 
Clearwater County Prosecutor E. 
Clayne Tyler is representing the 
state.

Jury trial for man 

accused of battery 
and robbery 
is scheduled

Wednesday
Rain. High near 45. South wind 

6 to 11 mph becoming west in the 
morning. Winds could gust as high 
as 21 mph. Chance of precipitation 
is 90%. 

Wednesday Night
A chance of rain before 8 .pm., 

then a chance of rain and snow be-
tween 8 p.m. and 11 p.m., then a 
slight chance of snow after 11 p.m. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 29. 
Southwest wind 5 to 13 mph, with 
gusts as high as 21 mph. Chance of 
precipitation is 30%. 

Thursday
A chance of snow before 2 p.m, 

then a chance of rain and snow. 
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 38. 
West southwest wind 3 to 6 mph. 
Chance of precipitation is 50%. New 
snow accumulation of less than a 
half inch possible.

Thursday Night
Snow likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 

low around 27. Chance of precipita-
tion is 60%. New snow accumulation 
of less than a half inch possible.

Friday
A chance of snow before 2 p.m, 

then a slight chance of rain and 
snow. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 38. Chance of precipitation is 
40%. Little or no snow accumulation 
expected.

Friday Night
A chance of snow, mainly after 

11 p.m. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 28.

Saturday
A chance of snow before 11 a.m, 

then rain and snow between 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m., then rain after 2 p.m. 
Snow level rising to 2400 feet in the 
afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 42.

Saturday Night
Rain. Cloudy, with a low around 

34.
Sunday

Rain likely. Mostly cloudy, with a 

high near 43.
Sunday Night

Rain and snow likely. Snow level 
2600 feet lowering to 1900 feet after 
midnight. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 31.

Monday
Rain and snow likely. Snow level 

1700 feet rising to 3400 feet in the 
afternoon. Mostly cloudy, with a high 
near 42.

Meet Rich Hull

Temps. are read the following morning for the previous 
day, i.e. Friday’s listed temp. would be for Thursday.

Last year’s weather

Dec. 7
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Max.
  39
  56
  52
  42
  36
  37
  36 

Min.
27
31
36
28
33
28
28

Pre.
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00
.00

Last Week’s 
Weather

Nov. 29 
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

Min.
  41 
  41 
  43 
  43 
  35 
  38 
  30 

Precip.
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 
    .00 

.00 

.00

.00

Max.
  55
  53 
  64 
  61 
  48 
  45 
  45


	_GoBack

