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By Carla Freeman
 The members of Willing Work-
ers voted to finally disband our 
long and loved club. After 111 
years, and many good deeds done, 
lots of friends made, and many 
people helped one by one, we have 
to finally close our doors. Mostly 
due to lack of new members to 
continue forward with volunteer 
work and secret deeds to those in 
need. 
 111 years ago, April 1909, only 
a hand full of ladies started a once 
a month get together. They met in 
each other’s homes and helped the 
hostess with whatever she needed. 
One month they would make baby 
diapers for an expecting mother. 
Another month they would can 
peaches so the crop would not 
spoil and the family would have 
peaches over the winter. Little by 
little the club grew and the ladies 
found new friends.
 They met the second Thurs-
day of each month, except Janu-
ary (usually due to bad weather), 
also July and August (because 
every available hand was needed 
to bring in crops). Some meetings 
the men had to drive the ladies in 
wagons over rough roads because 
the rain and snow were so bad. 
But they still gathered together. 
While the women worked in the 
house the men would work in the 

The last official meeting of Willing Workers Club of Lenore was held 
Dec. 10, 2020. Shown (l to r) are: Carla Freeman (treasure and pub-
licity), Linda Rockefeller (scholarship comm.), Sue Bolling (presi-
dent), Barbara Johnson (co-secretary and courtesy comm.), Celeste 
Church, Cathy Merickel (vice-president) and Barbara Sinclair. 

After 111 years, Willing Workers 
Club of Lenore disband

barns or fields and the communi-
ty had its own close knit alliances. 
 The club gave annual scholar-
ships to those in need including a 
mother returning to school to earn 
her nursing degree after the death 
of her husband. It didn’t matter 
who, just that you needed help. We 
did memorial dinners to families 
losing their loved ones. The club 
supplied all the food and work, 
the setting up, the serving during 
and cleaning afterwards with 
all extra food going home to the 
family. We tried to help wherever 
needed always with food as one of 
our first priorities, heating bills, 
labor for jobs, building handicap 
ramps, working and providing for 
children’s programs or needs, etc. 
 What the ladies would like to 
especially convey is their thanks 
to the surrounding community. It 
is this wonderful community we 
live in that has supported us and 
come to all our fund raisers, like 
our bi-annual card parties. You 
have purchased our cherry choco-
lates at the Christmas bazaar, you 
have come to our potato feeds, 
and always with a smile on your 
faces and a thank you for our good 
work. It is because you appreciat-
ed our help that we continued to 
help. You, the communities along 
Highway 12 not only put a smile 
on our faces, but a warm feeling in 
our hearts. It saddens us to have 
to disband. We have made many 
friends and you will not be forgot-
ten. Thank you from the bottom of 
our hearts. Sincerely, the Ladies 
of the Willing Workers Club of Le-
nore. 

Community thrift 

store opens for 

business once again
By Diana Colgan
 The Community Thrift Store 
(FISH Inc.) opened for business 
one week ago after several days 
of being closed and uncertain 
about future openings of the 
store for shopping, donations and 
assistance.
 We are trying very hard to keep 
the store open three-days per 
week with a minimum of two 
full-time volunteers and several 
volunteers who can help as they 
are able—two to four hours at a 
time.  Sometimes, there are only 
two of us operating the store 
and other times there may be an 
additional four volunteers.  We 
will put signs on the front and 
back doors of the thrift store if 
the store will be closed or will be 
closing early.  If the thrift store will 
not be open, a message will be put 
on the answering machine too.
 Also, the drop box will be closed 
during weekends due to theft of 
donated items. Bags have been 
ripped open and items removed 
from boxes.  The drop box will be 
open Monday mornings and will 
be closed Friday afternoons when 
the store closes.   We appreciate 
all donations but are tired of theft 
of items from the drop box.
 The thrift store volunteers wear 
face masks when the store is open 
and require customers to wear 
face masks and practice social 
distancing when in the store. We 
appreciate your patience and 
understanding.

Jeff with parents, Nancy and Scott Greene. Nancy is his coach and is said to be tougher than most 
coaches, when it comes to training.

“It comes from the heart”

Headed for the 2022 Winter Games in Russia for the Special 
Olympics! Jeff Greene will participate in the snowshoe competition, 
while Orofino Police Chief Jeff Wilson has been invited to run a 
portion of the Olympic torch relay at the opening ceremony. It was 
noted that it was a rare circumstance in which both participant and 
the officer to run in the torch relay are from the same area.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 As an updated athletic plan for 
school winter sports was released 
from the Governor’s office, Joint 
School District 171 Superinten-
dent, Dr. Michael Garrett issued 
an update via YouTube Jan.22.
 Protocols for spectator atten-
dance have been modified to al-
low up to 40 percent capacity in 
school gymnasiums for games and 

Governor relaxes 
attendance restrictions

for student athletic events
matches, or up to four spectators 
per student participant, whichev-
er is larger.

Wednesday
A slight chance of snow between 

noon and 3 p.m., then a slight 
chance of rain after 3 p.m.. Most-
ly cloudy, with a high near 44. East 
southeast wind 3 to 5 mph. Chance 
of precipitation is 20%.

Wednesday Night
A 20 percent chance of rain be-

fore midnight. Snow level 2400 feet 
lowering to 1800 feet after mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 31. Southeast wind around 
5 mph.

Thursday
Mostly cloudy, with a high near 

47. East southeast wind 3 to 5 
mph.

Thursday Night
A 30 percent chance of rain, 

mainly after midnight. Mostly 
cloudy, with a low around 34.

Friday
A 40 percent chance of rain. 

Mostly cloudy, with a high near 43. 
New precipitation amounts of less 
than a tenth of an inch possible.

Friday Night
A slight chance of rain before 

9pm, then a slight chance of rain 
and snow. Snow level 2700 feet low-
ering to 1500 feet after midnight. 
Mostly cloudy, with a low around 
31.

Saturday
A chance of rain and snow before 

noon, then a slight chance of rain. 
Snow level 1600 feet rising to 2500 
feet in the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 43.

Saturday Night
A slight chance of rain before 

midnight, then a slight chance of 
rain and snow. Snow level 2700 
feet lowering to 1500 feet after mid-
night. Mostly cloudy, with a low 
around 32.

Sunday
A slight chance of rain and snow. 

Snow level 1500 feet rising to 2900 
feet in the afternoon. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 47.

Sunday Night
A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 

with a low around 35.
Monday

A chance of rain. Mostly cloudy, 
with a high near 45.

By Elizabeth Morgan
 Jeff Greene received a person-
al visit from some very important 
folks from Special Olympics Ida-
ho who had traveled long and far 
through the wind storm on Jan. 
13, to officially announce that he, 
Jeff Greene, 38, of Peck, Idaho, 
would be traveling to Russia to 
participate in the winter games of 
the 2022 Special  Olympics!
 Jeff has participated in Special 
Olympics for almost 30 years. He 
began when he was eight with a 
team from Weippe. When they no 
longer met, Jeff started going to 
Lewiston to participate. “There 
were a couple years I worked in 
Washington when he wasn’t able 
to attend,” confirmed his mom, 
Nancy, “but Jeff is now 38 and has 
been competing every year other-
wise.”
 When asked about the moment 
he found out, Jeff said he was 
shocked. “What? I’m going to com-
pete in Russia? Where’s Russia?”
 Jeff shares that he plays bas-
ketball and bowls, in addition 
to snowshoeing, but his favorite 
sport is golf. Jeff and his father, 
Scott, play golf as unified partners 
and traveled across the United 
States to attend the 2014 National 
Games in New Jersey.
 Jeff has tried skiing unrelated 
to Special Olympics and wasn’t 
really enthralled. He also attend-
ed an exhibition for floor hockey 
and decided that it was a little 
too rough for him. Winter sports 
didn’t particularly interest Jeff un-
til he was encouraged to try snow-
shoeing three years ago. Jeff was 
so excited with it, that his family 
purchased snowshoes that very 
same day.
 Jeff trains at home in Peck. His 
day begins with workout routines 
to various fitness DVD’s, and then 
working out on the track that has 
been created on the family’s prop-
erty. Scott explained that the land 
wouldn’t accommodate the rec-
ommended 200 meter track, so 
they made one 100 meters long 
and Jeff has to make two laps. Of 
course, the track isn’t always cov-

ered with snow, but it doesn’t de-
ter Jeff from training throughout 
the year. Snowshoes can be worn 
in any climate, for training pur-
poses, 
 Jeff was somewhat hesitant and 
perhaps a little embarrassed to 
share that his main coach for this 
event was his mom. Some have 
expressed the notion that she will 
be the toughest coach of all, but 
it works out well and there real-
ly wasn’t anyone else that had the 
time or that could file all the nec-
essary reports to the lead coaches 
for Team USA, on a monthly ba-
sis.
   Nancy explained that typically 
the athletes attend a week-long 
trial tournament held somewhere 
within the United States to ex-

plore how athletes work together 
as a team, This year because of 
Covid, the training probably won’t 
take place until late summer. 
There hasn’t been the opportuni-
ty for many practices nationwide, 
so much depends on the training 
leading up to the Olympics.
 Now, a little less than one year 
away, Jeff takes it one day at a 
time, and is diligent in putting 
forth the effort every day. I ask 
him if that commitment is hard-
er to do somedays, when he tells 
me, “it comes from the heart,” and 
I pause a moment to reflect on his 
answer.
 It certainly does, and it’s clear 
he puts his heart into everything 

(See....The heart

pg 4A)

Second annual 
auction for NIWF
 set for Feb. 20

  Northern Idaho Whitetails For-
ever (NIWF) is having its second 
annual auction to raise funds for 
the nonprofit organization. This 
event will be held in Orofino on 
Saturday, Feb. 20, at the Best 
Western Lodge at River’s Edge, 
from 4 to 8 p.m. Dinner tickets 
need to be purchased prior to the 
event, ($30/single, $50/couple).  
 Public support is vital for the 
organization to succeed and move 
forward in its mission to improve 
whitetail deer herds in northern 
Idaho.
 All proceeds will be utilized to 
send members to testify in Boise 
for public interaction with the Ida-
ho Department of Fish and Game, 
as well as the Governor’s Board of 
Fish and Game Commissioners.
 Please watch for next week’s 
Clearwater Tribune for more in-
formation on this event.


	_GoBack
	_GoBack
	_GoBack

